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FOREWORD
The purpose of the publishers of this work has been to make a

work of distinct biographic and, therefore, historic value. In the

first volume appeared a prefactory article on “Maryland as Pro-

prietary Province and State,’^ by Doctor Bernard C. Steiner, Ph.D.

In the second volume appeared an article on “The Growth of Marj'-

land,^’ by Lyim R. Meekins, A. M. In the present volume appears

“Baltimore as a Manufacturing Center,” by Doctor David H. Car-

roll and Thomas Boggs. These articles alone would give the work a

great historic value, aside from the great number of complete sketches

of leading men of the State—the men who have literally made the

State.

The most casual investigation will show that these biographic

sketches—brief as they of necessity are—cow more ground than any

biographic work ever before put in the sarS compass, and this will

make them in succeeding generations of immense value to future

historians.

An earnest effort has been made to make each volume better

than the preceding one. The first volume met with a most cor-

dial reception. The concensus of opinion among our readers has

been that the second volume was an improvement on the first.

We believe all will agree that the third volume is an improvement

on the second—and no labor will be spared to make the fourth, and

last volume of the series an improvement on the third. In the final

volume acknowledgment will be made to the numerous friends whose

assistance has made this great work possible. As to the merits of

the work when completed, the publishers are entirely willing to be

judged by the work itself.
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BALTIMORE AS A xMANUFACTURING
CENTER

ITS COMMANDING POSITION AND ECONOMIC
ADVANTAGES

BY DAVID H. CARROLL AND THOMAS G. BOGGS

Baltimore has long been called the Gateway to the South.

This is true. But it is more than this. It occupies the same
relation to a large portion of the Central West. Through

it passes the vast commerce to and from abroad, which constantly

grows. It is, in fact, one of the world’s greatest commercial gateways.

Topography, as well as geography, play an important part in

the making of this Gateway and Metropolis—lying as it does at the

CrowTi of the Chesapeake and foothills of the Blue Ridge Mountains.
Its natural contributing territory—the entire South and the Ohio
\ alley States—is larger than that of any other city. The accessi-

bility of Baltimore to these wealth producing fields is easier and greater

than that of any other city on-the Atlantic Coast. Someone has

said: “The richest, and as yet but partially developed, storehouses

of natural resources on the continent lie in the mountains of Pennsyl-

vania, Maryland, the Virginias, Kentucky, Tennessee, Alabama,
Georgia and the Carolinas. All avenues of transportation from
these points lead to Baltimore. It has been said that within this ter-

ritory ‘is at least thirty times the natural wealth of Great Britain,

and more than ten times the wealth that can be found in any other

solid body of like area on the face of the earth.’”

But this paper is to deal with Baltimore as a ^lanufacturing
CA‘nter. Whatever the gifts of nature in raw material and advanta-
P'ous geographical location, little value comes to the people unless
they are utilized. When this is done then we have manufactures.

The essential elements to successful manufacturing are:

1st. Close proximity to the raw material or cheap means of

transportation of it to the factory.
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4 BALTIMORE AS A MANUFACTURING CENTER

2nd. Abundance of fuel and cheap power.

3rd. Shipping facilities of such a character as to enable the

finished goods to reach the broadest fields of consumption (use)

.

4th. A contented laboring class, well housed and with sanitary

conditions conducive to health; schools, parks and amusements.

5th. Liberal laws of taxation; the least possible cost on the

necessary means of production whether on house, tools or energy'.

Put no tax upon industry that is not absolutely necessary to its share

in the conduct of the State’s affairs.

6th. Ceaseless activity on the part of manufacturers in making

their goods known in the widest expanse of territory at home and

abroad.

7th. Cooperation in securing what they need in the way of leg-

islation, transportation, city facilities, in conjunction with all other

business and civic interests.

In the first place, it is quite as important to Baltimore to encour-

age and support our manufacturers who are now here, as it is to seek

new ones now situated elsewhere. In a campaign, or in efforts to

build up our industrial interests, those whom we seek to locate their

plants in Balitmore, must see that our home people are pleased with

the conditions here. These conditions must be made so attractive,

especially in the point of taxation, that our own people will put

their money into new industrial enterprises, particularly in small

plants. The small manufacturer should be the object receiving a

community’s most zealous care. Like from the acorn the mighty

oak does grow, so does the vast plant spring from the work-bench

of the little shop.

Granting that Baltimore possesses these inducements or that it

will by the cooperation and energy of its people, the reason why
manufacturers should locate in Baltimore are almost too numerous

to recite in a limited space.

Baltimore lies in the center of the heart of great mineral deposits

—coal, iron ore, marble and other stones, and the finest of sands.

Here are the essentials for the manufacture of iron and steel and glass,

to say nothing of their importance in building materials for home
construction and shipment. In addition to the power produced from

the coal right at her door is the great power she is to secure from the

flood-gates in the Susquehanna River. This latter power will be an

excellent thing for the small manufacturer. Some might say here.
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BALTIMORE AS A MANUFACTURING CE^^TER 5

that Baltimore has not the iron ore nearby in sufficient quantities

to justify the claim of making her an iron and steel center. Grant

this. Nevertheless, she is in a position to secure iron ore at the least

jx>s.sible cost. The low grade ore has come into view and is going to

cause some revolutions in the manufacture of iron, steel and their

kindred industries. Cuba and the South American States are rich

in this ore. Our own Maryland Steel Company has taken up land

in Cuba with millions of tons of low-grade iron ore in sight and on the

surface, which can be mined with steam shovels, whereas most of

the ore we get to-day is mined at an enormous cost. With cheap

all-year water transportation it is being brought to Baltimore. It

is well known that the ore used at Pittsburgh is brought from the

shores of Lake Superior to Lake Erie ports, thence by rail to the

Smoky City. Recently the United States Steel Corporation has

I)urchased for the sum of nearly $500,000,000, iron lands in the

.Messaba range in Minnesota. This is at the extreme westerly end

of Lake Superior. The winters are long and rigorous and naviga-

tion in the lakes is completely closed from December to April by
reason of the complete freezing of the straits of Mackinaw’ and the

Sault Ste. Marie. Thus, only eight months of the year are available

fur water transportation. The distance from the head of Lake Supe-

rior to Pittsburgh is equal to that lying between Cuba and Baltimore.

.\gain, foreign trade is the important desideratum that is going
to <lcci(le w’here great industrial centers are to be located in the future,

d hr-e must and will be, as an absolute necessity, built upon tide-

^^atcr. Tide-w'ater is the slogan for Baltimore. This point need not
l>c .'irgued. The masters of industry and commerce know it. They
are on the alert. The eyes of many of them are on Baltimore. Balti-

more is ready for the movement about to start.

Our commercial, that is, jobbing trade is right w’ell secured.

It has an impetus that cannot be halted. Our jobbers are clearly

freeing their opportunities. We must not be content with calling

Baltimore the Gatew’ay of the South, but the entrepot of the wffiole

^^cs^, Northw’est, and Central West. We are in a position to com-
p^'to in this vast and productive territory because of an unexcelled
location as a distributing point and on tide-w’ater.

As groat as are the jobbing interests to a community, manu-
facturing is the more beneficial. This is no disparagement to the
fi»rmor business. But the same amount of capital in manufacturing
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6 BALTIMORE AS A MANUFACTURING CENTER

will support more bread winners, thereby creating greater circula-

tion of money, locally. This value could be expatiated upon at great

length and conclusively proven.

Like the iron and steel, and users of these, all manufacturing

industries would have greater advantages in Baltimore than nearly

any other city in the United States. We will cite those who need

lumber—car -works, -w^agon works, furniture factories, box makers,

sash, door and blinds, etc. Here the raw material m&y be cheaply

brought by water. Timber, too, in the United States is becoming

depleted by the destruction of and failure to replant forests. Balti-

more, being on the tide-water, can look to the vast and untouched

forests of Central and South America, while our National Govern-

ment is replanting (?) our forests. Then, if we run short in lumber,

Baltimore can supply the steel frames and concrete building mate-

rials. This latter is another large field for an important industry.

We have about us the greatest amount of the best material for mak-
ing conctete. The combination of concrete and steel has become the

recognized building material. Added to all these things is the manu-
facture of heavy machinery and machinery of all kinds—agricul-

tural implements, novelties, toys and every imaginable thing.

Here comes in the value of a distributing point. TVTiat cit}' can

surpass Baltimore as a distribution point both for domestic and for-

eign trade? With her improving inland transportation facilities and

her ideal situation as a sea port, none can better handle her whole-

sale trade and distribute manufactered articles than she. IManufac-

tures cannot exist -wfithout shipping facilities, and in these days must

abandon their plants unless competitive means of transportation

are at hand. The “unit of efficiency,” as someone has said, must

be had.

The cry to-day is tjiat many factories have been and are located

in places where the attainment of this unit of efficiency is impossible.

They are -wasting their substance in small towns -^ith one line of

railroad, but plenty of raw material. It is difficult for them to get

and retain skilled labor. They are handicapped and going to grass.

These unfortunates are realizing their mistakes and are looking

about for new locations. They can be induced by sound logic to

remove to more advantageous points.

The strong movcim'nt iiow being made by the National Gov-

ernment and business men looking toward South American trade,

puts Baltimore in line for a vast opportunity in manufactures.
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BALTIMORE AS A MANUFACTURING CENTER 7

The growing close cooperative spirit on the part of all our citi-

zens; the energetic civic pride; the strong solidarity and patriotic

push demanding her rights from public service corporations; making

our city knowm to the world; talking about our town, vTiting about

it; putting surplus money into local enterprises, will make Baltimore

a large and illumed point on the map.

The reasons why manufacturers should locate in BMtimore are

patent. It depends more upon our people than upon nature’s gifts

whether they will come or not. It is not the town that makes the

people. It is the people who make the toTvm. The old slogan “Balti-

more for Baltimoreans,” has been changed to “Baltimoreans for

Baltimore.”

The manufacturer is the most valuable adjunct to a commu-
nity. This statement, as said before, is no disparagement to the

merchant, the financier, or to any other class. It is based upon the

economic truth that production and labor is the basis of wealth.

This is clearly represented in the difference in value of the raw mate-

rial and the finished product of commerce. Manufacturing, therefore,

employs more people and pays greater wages than any other branch

of business. It affords more opprrtunity to a greater number of

people to earn a living. The more people there are who are able to

earn a living, the more prosperous the community in which they

dwell. The success of all earthly goods is dependent upon the earn-

ing capacity of the masses of the population. In this respect, there-

fore, the manufacturer, the producer, stands at the head in affording

the population the means of earning, upon which all other interests

rely.

Baltimore is not generally known, at home or abroad, as a manu-
facturing center. It has an enviable reputation as a jobbing market
and a seaport. Yet in the thirteen great industrial communities of

the United States, the Census Bureau places it in the sixth or seventh

place. In a Bulletin recently issued by this Department of the

Government for 1905 (the latest official data), it gives the following:

“The Baltimore industrial district covers an area of 240 square miles,

and in 1900 had a population of 568,053. The City of Baltimore
^'inbraccs an area of about 30 square miles and its population in 1900
was 508,957, or 42.8 per cent of the total population of the State of

Maryland. No State census for 1904 was taken. In this tabula-
tion no city or towm is shown separately, for although a number of
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8 BALTIMOHE AS A. MANTTFACTTJRINQ CENTER

localities reported manufactures of Importance, the civil sub-divi-

sions in which they were, did not have a population of 8,000 or over.

The territory embraced, in addition to Baltimore, consists of dis-

tricts, 1, 3, 9, 12, 13, 34 and 15, of Baltimore County. In 1900 the

population per square mile for the entire district was 2,312, while for

Baltimore City alone it was 16,965 (in 1910, 17,791). In the Indus-

trial District of Baltimore, at the end of 1904, there were 2,352

manufacturing establishments with 8166,770,882 capital; 78,729

employees, to whom $36,648,368 was paid in salaries and wages;

miscellaneous expense and cost of material amounted to $144,161,-

841; and the value of the products for the year 1904 was $202,659,-

272. Of these items, the share of Baltimore City proper was, in

number of establishments, 96.4 per cent; capital, 89.2 per cent;

number of employees, 90.5 per cent; miscellaneous expenses and cost

of material, 79.6 per cent; and value of products, 74.8 per cent.

The totals of some leading industries are not included, because it

would disclose the operations of individual establishments.’’

We learn from this official census of the National Government

that the value of the products of our factories for the year 1904 was

$202,659,272. This was an increase over 1900, of 14.6 per cent.

Assuming that a like growth has prevailed since this census was

taken, it would show that the present annual value of our manu-
facturers’ products is $232,267,526. We believe, however, that the

^

increase during the past five years has been greater than that be- .•

tween 1900 and 1905, and think it entirely within reason to say, that ‘

the present annual value of the products of manufacturers in the ^

246 square miles on the Patapsco River, or in a section only a little :

over 15 miles square, amounts to a quarter of a billion dollars. >

The Census Bureau includes in the 13 “Great Industrial” centers i

the following territory and environs: »

City.

Area of
DUtrlct
Sq. MUea. Year. Population.

New York 702 1905 5,294,682

Chicago 500 1900 1,815.107

Philadelphia 501 1900 1,537,904

Boston 502 1900 1,249,504

Pittsburgh-Allcgheny 168 1900 642,342

St. Louis. 1900 638,134

Baltimore 246 1900 568,653
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BALTIMORE AS A MANUFACTURING CENTER 9

City.

Area of
District

Sq. Miles. Year. Population.

Cincinnati 151 1900 473,282

Cleveland 200 1900 420,508

Buffalo 201 1905 385,498

Minneapolis-St. Paul 155 1905 472,362

San Francisco 203 1905 453,847

Providence 154 1905 344,521

All of these cities, with the exception of Baltimore and San

Francisco, are surrounded by many large industrial cities and towns,

while Baltimore and San Francisco are environed by agricultural

neighborhoods. This is clearly shown by the tables of the percentage

of industries of the entire district which are within the city limits of

these two municipalities. In short, compared with the whole indus-

trial district of the given cities, Baltimore City’s proportion of indus-

trial plants exceeds that of the cities in its class. Now, the foregoing

are facts. It proves that Baltimore is a great manufacturing center.

A community cannot stand still. It progresses or retrogrades. It is,

therefore, incumbent upon our citizens to do everything possible

—

legislatively, in transportation, in labor, in residential, living advan-

tages and municipal attractiveness, to further the interests of indus-

trial up-building and all its correlatives.

Important in this development is the matter of spending our

rnonc\' at home, instead of investing our savings abroad; that we
have financial institutions that are willing and ready to encourage

and assist home enterprise; that our ovm people, living on invest-

ments in a self-satisfied way, enjoying their limited incomes from
ground rents, etc., will reform and acquire energy sufficient to com-
l)ine their money and their labor in some productive useful service

which will gain them greater incomes. Self-satisfaction destroys

good service and annihilates progress. A recent circular of a Balti-

more banking house said: “We believe that there are more people
living on invested capital in Baltimore than in any other city of

the same population in this country.” This is true. They are doing
small community service. They are idle or are content with small

incomes, rather than render important service to themselves and
the community. Every human being was put on this earth for

service and by that service he or she will be judged. Unselfish work
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10 BALTIMORE AS A MANUFACTURING CENTER

is the highest mission to which we can attain. If we need not labor

because of easy circumstances, then we should provide labor by our

surplus means for those who need it to earn a living. The people of

Baltimore have not even begun to take advantage of their inestima-

ble opportunities in manufacturing or commerce. They have a

small conception of what they actually possess. The City has be-

come great in spite of itself. If it were taken hold of by its people,

if its advantages and opportunities, its beauties and attractions, were

exploited, it would occupy not sixth or seventh place in the galaxy of

American cities, but third or fourth place. And the time is rapidly

approaching when its really good and actively good citizens are going

to strive to place it in this position. There are signs which show

this spirit and these works.

It is of little use for a man to carry in his pockets nuggets of

gold and have no small change for ordinary occasions. Likewise, it

is the height of folly to be everlastingly proclaiming the unsurpassed

advantages of Baltimore and Maryland, unless there is continual

effort made to utilize these endowunents of nature in an energetic

way. This can be accomplished by a knowledge and appreciation

of what we possess, a hearty and enthusiastic spirit of cooperation

and in showing the world our possessions and the way in which we
prize them. There is no locality which can so well afford to take

its lights from under the bushel as Baltimore. Its advantages and

attractions need but to be broadl}" known to increase its growth and

importance.
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JOHN WALTER SMITH

Three factors stand out clearly in the distinguished career

of John Walter Smith, United States Senator from Mary-

land, that entitle him to the front rank as one of its fore-

most citizens.

First, the constructive features of his administration as Governor

and the really big things, both as a public official and a private citizen

li(‘ has done for his State and its people;

Second, the remarkable growth of his power in politics and the

completeness of his leadership in the Democratic party throughout

Maryland;

Third, the devotion and loyalty of a personal following, such as

no other man in Maryland has, and which is equally his in the hour

of defeat as in the time of triumph.

There are other things that help to make him the most con-

spicuous and powerful Democrat in the State as well as one of its

l>iggcst, wisest and most successful business men, but it is the lovable

traits of his personal character, his absolute sincerity and his high

regard for his word, in politics as well as in business, that have been
the real foundation stones of his great success. If there is a man
in Maryland who has played a straightforward game and won fairly

in both spheres of his activity, it is John Walter Smith. Senator

Smith has held many offices of honor and importance in the State.

In all of them he has striven to serve the people and Tvfithout a self-

ish thought. His record and his accomplishments stand as an endur-
ing monument to him and will last long after he has been gathered
to his fathers. His career is an inspiring one to the young men of

t he State as all he has and all he is he owes to himself and the unswerv-
Jog steadfastness with which he has stood by his standards and his

frinids. Today, he stands easily among the leading men of IMary-
hiiul, holding the highest office in the gift of the people, with a clean,

honorable past, an unassailable position in the business world and a
h gion of devoted friends who are bound to him by the bonds of an
mdissoluble affection.
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^14 JOHN WALTER SMITH

The State of Maryland owes much to John Walter Smith—more

than most Marylanders know—and the reason for this is found in

the modesty of Senator Smith, himself, and his disinclination to

claim the credit to which he is entitled. To him is due the erection

and establishment, of the State Sanatorium for Tuberculosis in

Frederick County, now recognized as the model hospital of its kind

in the country. Y\^hat this means to the State, how many lives

it wdll save, how many wasted men and women it will restore to

health and happiness, how much misery and wretchedness it will

relieve, can only be conjectured; but that this institution is of inesti-

mable benefit to the State and to future generations of Marylanders

is beyond question. It alone, is a sufficient achievement to enroll

his name among the list of men w^ho have contributed to the uplift

of their fellow man. The fight for the State Sanatorium was a long

one but it w^as won in the end. As Governor, Senator Smith, in his

first message to the Legislature, started the fight by calling atten-

tion to the ravages of consumption and the fearful mortality which

results from this most terrible of the ministers of death. He ap-

pointed, under authority of law, a Commission to consider the sub-

ject. But it was not until after he was relieved of the duties of the

Executive that he undertook personally the work of creating

the hospital. Finally at the session of 1906, by his personal influence

with the Legislature, he procured the enactment of a law creating a

Board of Trustees, and appropriating 8115,000 for the erection of

buildings and for support. With this sum, a model institution was be-

gun. In 1908 and 1910 additional sums were granted, again through

the influence of Senator Smith, and now in all 8365,000 has been

appropriated to build and equip the Sanatorium, with 875,000 per

year for its support. There the State will soon care for 400 tubercu-

losis patients at once. In this great w'ork for humanity. Senator

Smith enlisted the services of the very best physicians of the country'.

.The whole administration of Governor Smith w'as distinguished

for constructive legislation, for better and more business like methods

of government and for the material improvement of the State. To
him, largely is due the fine new’ State House at Annapolis and the

beautiful Court of Appeals Buildings, in wdiich is located the State

Library. While he w’as Governor the necessity for enlarging the

historic old State House and providing quarters suitable for the

Court of Appeals, became insistent. Governor Smith took hold of
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JOHN WALTER SMITH 15

both problems and it was chiefly due to him that the appropriation

of S800,000 with which the new buildings were erected, w^as ob-

tained. It was in the Smith administration that the new Fifth Regi-

ment Armory, the biggest building of its kind in the country, was

established, the plans for w^hich would have failed but for his sup-

port. It was with his approval and aid that during his term as

Governor, Troop A Armory at Pikesville was erected and the State

Hospitals for the Insane at Springfield and Catonsville, enlarged and

improved. His efforts led to the addition to the House of Correc-

tion, the continuation of the work upon the new Penitentiary and

the rehabilitation of the Oyster Navy. In all over $3,000,000 were

wisely expended during his administration in much needed improve-

ments of this character. Notwithstanding this tremendous sum,

when Governor Smith left the Governor’s chair at the end of his

term, the finances of the State were never in better shape. The State

of Maryland was practically out of debt, her assets fully equalling her

liabilities, and her 3 per cent bonds sold at a premium. When the

amount of money spent under Governor Smith’s supervision in im-

proving State property is considered, the condition in which he left

the State at the close of his term is a signal tribute to his business

ability. His administration was a real business administration.

Another signal service which Senator Smith has rendered to the

State is in the establishment of the free school book system. He is

the father of this system. As a State Senator he strove to have a

free school book law^ enacted, believing that the effieiency of the

public schools would be greatly improved by giving free books as

w'ell as free school houses and teachers. After six years effort he

finally succeeded in getting his bill enacted into law at the session of

the Legislature of 1896 and the result has entirely justified his efforts.

It would be practically impossible to find now a person who would
want the Smith free school book law repealed.

To the courage and strength of Governor Smith, the State

of Maryland ow'es the advance it has made in breaking aw'ay from
the old emblem style of voting and the adoption of a more enlightened

ballot, tending to create a purer and more intelligent electorate. It

W'as he who called the extra session of the. Legislature of 1901, at

w’hich were enacted the present election law's of the State, under
w'hich there is far- less opportunity for fraud and corruption than
before and which, notwithstanding the partisan misrepresentations
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16 JOHN WALTER SMITH

of Republican politicians, have placed elections in this State upon

a much higher plane. T\vo additional reasons that led Governor

Smith to call the extra session of 1901 were the discovery of gross

frauds perpetrated in taking the Federal Census of 1900 in the

Fifth Congressional District of Maryland, and the urgent need of a

sewerage enabling act for the City of Baltimore. Some of the crimi-

nals who padded the Federal Census for the purpose of securing an

undue representation in the Legislature from certain Republican

counties, were afteiward tried and convicted before Judge IMorris

in the United States Court. No clearer exposition of the reasons

which justified the calling of the extra session at Annapolis on the

6th of INIarch, 1901, can be found than in Governor Smith’s own
words in the proclamation of February 13, 1901, and in his quasi

official interview published at the same time, giving his reasons for

the call. A more lucid, convincing and able State paper has seldom

appeared over the signature of any Governor, and shows that to

strength of character and purpose he combined strength of mind and

clearness of logic which entitle him to rank among the first of IMary-

land’s Chief Executives. Few Governors, whose administrations

have been honest, clean, successful and entirely free from scandal

have been subjected to a fiercer fire from the opposing political

party or had more difficult and critical situations wfith -which to deal

than Governor Smith. It is vastly to his credit that neither partisan

denunciation nor the risk to himself, made him hesitate in the slightest

in the performance of -what he conceived to be his duty. Subse-

quent results not only justify his course in the calling of the extra

session but show that in doing so he acted for the best interests of

the -whole people and that it was the act of a wise as well as a cour-

ageous Governor. As Governor, Senator Smith did not lose his

interest in the public school system of the State and did all in his

power to further their efficiency, aiding in the creation of the posi-

tion of State Superintendent of Public Education and in the exten-

sion of State aid to the schools. It was during his administration,

too, that minority representation upon the Board of Police Com-
missioners for Baltimore City was provided, and a Board of Police

Examiners created to pass upon the merits of applicants for positions

on the police force, thus removing the police forces from the field of

organized partisan politics. "His administration was free from internal

disorders or trouble. The current affairs of State moved easily and
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successfully throughout his term. The State was healthy and

prosperous and its affairs were administered with business-like pre-

cision and accuracy. The Legislative and Executive branches acted

in harmony and their relations were uniformly cordial. In all of his

administration Governor Smith had the confidence of the people

and the loyal support of his party.

From a political standpoint, his administration strengthened

and unified the Democratic party. Entering the office upon the

heels of a Republican Governor—a disadvantage no other Demo-
crat had had—-he was confronted with exceptional difficulties in the

^^•ay of appointments. He found all the State offices occupied by
Republicans and a somewhat demoralized condition in many depart-

ments. He made a clean sweep of the Republican office holders and

filled the positions throughout the State with Democrats. AYhile

he appointed none but Democrats to office, Governor Smith never

made his appointments solely for political purposes, and unfit men
found they could not appeal to him successfully on any ground.

A strong party man himself, at no time did he permit the interests

of the State or of the whole people to be over-shadowed by the

interests of his party or sacrificed for any purpose. Yet, at the end

of his term as Governor he went out of office leaving his party in

better shape than when he was elected. As the candidate for

Governor, it was he who redeemed the State from its four years of

Republican control, by over 12,000 plurality. At the end of four

years he left it in such shape that the Democrats again swept the

State and gained a three-fifths majority in the Legislature.

Defeated in his fight for the United States Senate in 1904,

after the Democratic victory for which he had paved the way Gover-
nor Smith did not become embittered or permit his love of party

j'uccess to diminish. As a private citizen, he continued to serve his

party and his State as zealously as he had when a public official.

He l)ent his efforts toward completing and developing the Tubercu-
losis Sanatorium and toward helping his political and personal friends

who had stood by him in his struggle.

For three years he did his share in the ranks as a party man
and when in 1907, the Democratic State Convention met in Balti-

more to select a candidate for Governor and formulate a platform,

with a sturdy band of Eastern Shore tfelegates behind him, Governor
‘^rnith appeared to take a hand. The late Senator Gorman, for so
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18 JOHN WALTER SMITH

many years the State leader, had died and the party conditions were

chaotic. It was Governor Smith who brought out Austin L. Crothers

as the gubernatorial candidate and it was Governor Smith, more

than any other man, who was responsible for his nomination. After

the nomination. Governor Smith did more than any one man for the i

success of the Democratic ticket. Governor Smith entered the first

Senatorial primary ever held in Maryland in 1907, as a candidate

for the Democratic Senatorial nomination and he received more

votes than his two opponents, Edwin Warfield and J. F. C. Talbott

combined. The ticket was elected, the Democrats had a three-

fifths majority in the Legislature, and four years after his defeat

in 1904, Governor Smith was elected to the United States Senate

by the vote of every Democrat in the Legislature of 1908. It was

the crowning triumph of his long political career, the realization of

his ambition; and the joy of his friends throughout Maryland, who
had stood by him through thick and thin, knew no bounds. Toward
the end of the session of the Legislature of 1908, Senator William

Pinkney Whyte, who had been named by Governor Warfield to fill

the vacancy caused by the death of Senator Gorman, himself died.

It became necessary for the Legislature to fill this vacancy and by

unanimous vote of the Democrats, it elected John Walter Smith.

This gave to Senator Smith an additional year of service in the

Senate practically making this, his first term, seven instead ofsLx

years. He took his seat on March 26, 1908.

Senator Smith has now been in the Senate nearly three years.

In that time he has firmly established himself as a force on the

Democratic side. He has gained the personal friendship and respect

of Republican as well as Democratic leaders and no man in that body

is held in higher esteem than he. He has been recognized as a well

informed, well equipped, able man with a long experience and train-

ing in public and political affairs, and a thorough understanding of

public questions. His views are received with deference, and the

extent of his knowledge, reinforced by his unfailing courtesy and

consideration, has made him extremely popular with his colleagues

and given him a remarkable influence. To such an extent is this

true, that Senator Smith has had practically no trouble in getting

through the Senate measures and appropriations for public improve-

ments for his State in wiiich his constituents are interested. He has

exerted his influence for the benefit of the country at large, but more

,i,l
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' irticularly for Maryland. In exempting steamship lines from

r.-! fictions contained in the railroad rate law, in his first session,

‘A inch would have been very injurious to Baltimore, Senator Smith

^ rformed a great service to the State. At the last session he assisted

.n i>rocuring an appropriation of $100,000 for an Immigration Sta-

at Baltimore, got everything he asked for in the way of appro-

priations for the improvernents of rivers and harbors in Maryland,

.-iiifi it was upon his motion that Maryland was added to the States

in which preliminary surveys for the drainage and reclamation of

’•wunip lands, are to be made. As a Senator, he jealously guards

interests of his State and is active and aggressive in urging Mary-
'..iiui matters and in attending to the many calls made upon him by
hn constituents. He gives to Democratic measures hearty and

\.i:orous support and is counted by his colleagues as a valuable asset

m a party fight, where his genius for politics can be brought into

play.

The story of the rise of Governor Smith both in business and
in politics is an extremely interesting one. He was born at Snow
Hill, Worcester County, Maryland, on the 5th day of February,

1^-15 and has always continued to live there. He is descended from
Mrong, useful and distinguished forbears on both sides. His grand-

father, Judge William Whittington, was one of the early judges of

die judicial circuit now embraced in the First Judicial Circuit of

Maryland. His great grandfather, Samuel Handy, the third of that

name, was an influential member of that independent and patriotic

order of Marylanders knowm as the Association of Freemen of Mary^-

huifl. As is well known, this body met in Annapolis in July, 1775

^ year before the Declaration of Independence and adopted the
?iv)w familiar resolutions practically declaring for the independence

tlie Colonies. The facsimile of the tattered original of these reso-

•’Hion.s signed by Samuel Handy and the other delegates, at present
-idorns the w'alls of the State House at Annapolis. He is the third
‘f his name, his father and great grandfather also being named John
alter Smith.

Governor Smith’s mother, Charlotte Whittington Smith, died
uuriiig his early infancy and a few years later his father also died,
' ‘viiitr orphan at the age of five years. During part of his

-aiiority he was under the guardianship of his cousin, the late Walter
' ^ • Snow, and later, after Mr. Snow’s death, Senator Ephraim King
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20 JOHN WALTER SMITH

Wilson was appointed his guardian. There always existed a strong

friendship between Senator Smith and Senator Wilson which con-

tinued until the death of the latter in 1892. Senator Smith received

the best English and classical education which the private schooh

of his section and ihe old Union Academy of Snow Hill afforded,

but at eighteen he had exhausted the educational resources of that

section and lacking means to enable him to acquire a collegiate edu-

cation, he began his business career as a clerk, wdthout capital, or

special influence, in the mercantile house of George S. Richardson

and Brother, of Snow Plill. His energy, good judgment and genius

for business were quickly recognized by his employers and he was

soon taken into the firm. Since then his rise in the business world

has been rapid and wonderfully successful. He developed an unerr-

ing and remarkable commercial sagacity and foresight, which com-

bined with unquestioned business integrity, were of inestimable

value to him.

His business activity soon outgrew the confines of the mercan-

tile house of George S. Richardson and Brother, and he embarked

in the lumber business, first in Worcester County, and later on an

enlarged scale in the South. While a young man he helped to found

the Surry Lumber Company in Virginia, now recognized as one of

the largest lumber concerns in the country, and he has always been

active in the management of its enormous business.

He likewise aided in building and developing the Surry, Sussex

and Southampton Railway; and he has for a long time been a director

of the Philadelphia, Baltimore and Washington Railroad. As he

personally prospered in business. Governor Smith took an ever

increasing paternal pride in the local industries of his native county,

and he is largely interested in man}^ of them. More than thirty years

ago he organized the first bank in his county at Snow Hill, and he

tias served as its President ever since. This bank has had a phe-

nomenally successful career. His increasing activities now cover a

wide field; and he is a director of the Pfidelity and Deposit Company
of ^laryland, which he aided materially in organizing, and also of the

Fidelity Trust Company, as well as a number of other important

financial institutions.

He lately, with a fe\v associates, started the Cumberland Lum-

ber Company, with timber holdings and a large plant in North

Carolina. His lumber interests in \\'orcester County and the South

fair
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continue to absorb a large part of his time and thought, and the

I \t<‘iit of his financial connections show his success in business to be

f ;liy equal to his success in public life.

In 18G9, Senator Smith married Miss Mary Frances Rich-

ardson, daughter of David Richardson, and the youngest sister of

Kis partner, the late George S. Richardson. On April 5, 1910, Mrs.

.'riiiili died, thus breaking the ideally happy union which had existed

more than forty years. One of his daughters, Miss Charlotte

Wiiittington Smith, died in August 1896. His only surviving child

> the wife of Colonel Arthur D. Foster of Baltimore. Governor

Smith is preeminently a domestic man and was never as happy as

wlien in his own home surrounded by his family. For years he has

; < t'li a member of the ^laryland Club of Baltimore, but he has had
ivw amusements outside of his own home, his chief pleasure being

m the happiness of his family and in helping his friends. He is promi-

iK'iit in the affairs of the Makemie Memorial Presbyterian Church
uf Snow Hill and was largely instrumental in its erection.

His political career has been unique. From his early manhood
he has taken an active interest in Democratic politics and for thirty

><‘urs has been the undisputed leader of his home county. In the

pa>t he has had some fierce fights to preserve his control but in

recent years, his leadership has been unchallenged and without fac-

tional opposition. The Democrats of his county insist upon his

ri tairiing his active leadership notwithstanding the sacrifice of his

JH-Tsonal leisure and business interests which such leadership entails.

I or years before he became a candidate for any office, he fought the

hatiles of his party in Worcester County and in the First Congres-

'•lonal District, taking an active part in the County and District
‘ onventions, and gradually extending his following throughout the

aine counties that compose the District. In 1889 he ran for his first

oiIic(‘, the nomination for the State Senate being forced on him by
people of Worcester County. He was elected and took his seat

aa the Senate of Maryland in January 1890. Since that time with
^•at one short interval he has been in the public service, and his
’•' hole career is marked by a strict devotion to duty, by stern integ-

and an unfaltering devotion to the principles and traditions of

democratic party. He served continuously in the State Senate
aatil the end of the session of 1898. At the s(‘ssion of 1894 he was

as President of the Senate and presided with infinite patience
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and courtesy and marked ability. In the Legislature of 1898. th-.

Democracy for the first and only time since 1866 were in the minor-

ity in the State Senate. Of this minority Senator Smith was th-

leader, and his leadership was able and adroit. Notwithstandir:

his well known position as an uncompromising Democrat he was upoi.

most friendly terms with Governor Lowndes, the Republican Execu-

tive, who often consulted with him.

Senator Smith made his first fight to go to the United State'

Senate in 1892. When Senator Wilson died, it was known to be th

highest ambition of the then Governor, E. E. Jackson, to go to the

Senate. He appointed Mr. Charles H. Gibson to fill the vacancy

with the expectation that Mr. Gibson w^ould not be a candidate

before the Legislature but would leave the field open to him. TLv

contest was a long drawn out one. Governor Smith was the leadin:

candidate tvith every prospect of success until the late Senator

Gorman brought his influence to the aid of Mr. Gibson and elected

him.

In the great Democratic slump of 1896 a Republican had been

elected to Congress from the Eastern Shore for the first time since

the Civil War. The party men were most solicitous to redeem iht

district in 1898 and Senator Smith, from a sense of duty, consentcti

to take the nomination against Colonel Wilbur Jackson, w'hom Ik

defeated after an active campaign. His term in Congress began

March, 4, 1899. After a service in that body of a few months, Gov-

ernor Smith was nominated by the Democratic party as its- candi-

date for Governor over the Hon. Edwin Warfield, w'ho had matle

a vigorous campaign for the nomination. At the election in Novem-

ber 1899, Governor Smith redeemed the State from Republican con-

trol, defeating Governor Lowndes by a plurality of 12,123. Thus he

occupied the novel position of having been elected to Congress before

his term as State Senator had expired, and having been elected

Governor before his term as Congressman had expired. Before his

inauguration as Governor on January 10, 1900, he resigned his seat

in Congress.

Governor Smith was a Delegate-at-Large to the Democratic

National Convention of 1900 which met at Kansas City, and he

took a prominent "part in the work of that Convention. He was al-'O

elected a Delegate to the National Convention held at St. Loiii-

in 1904, but could not attend.
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JOHN WALTER SMITH 23

While Governor, Senator Smith had the opportunity presented

to him to go to the United States Senate by accepting for himself the

tendered support of Republican members of the Legislature of 1902

and of some Democrats who were anxious to defeat Mr. Gorman,

who was elected. Governor Smith promptly declined the offer, and

let it be known that if he had to go to the Senate through the betrayal

of his party and his friends, he would never get there at all'.

Two years later, at the session of 1904, after his term as Gover-

nor had expired, he came out as an avowed candidate for the Senate

and made a splendid and honorable fight for the position. His defeat

was due to the use of methods by his opponents he scorned to employ,

and to the failure of powerful political influences upon which he had

a right to count to support him. The fight was an epoch-making

one in the political history of Maryland, and the gameness and

squareness of Governor Smith won admiration for him even among
his political opponents, who could not but admire the character of

the man and the character of the fight he made.

WLen four years later, in 1908, he triumphed so easily and

gained the Senatorial seat to which he aspired by an endorsement

fresh from the people it can be understood why his friends felt that

the repudiation of those who deserted him in his former fight was
complete.

Personally, Senator Smith is a kind, modest, true-hearted gen-

tleman, whose loyalty to his friends and readiness to help them is

as spontaneous as sincere. In his nature there is no room for petti-

ness, vanity or deceit. He is a strong, able man, of broad mind and
wide sympathies, whose heart is as full of the milk of human kind-

ness as his head is of brains. His generous charity knows no dis-

tinctions of color or creed, and in his face even the casual observer

can read the true index to his character.
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S. DAVIES WARFIELD

ONE is often disposed to wonder at the disappearance from the

public and business life of our day of so many of the his-

toric names of the country. Thus in Massachusetts we

hear of no Hancock; in Connecticut, of no Sherman; in New York, of

no Livingston; in Pennsylvania, of no Franklin; in Virginia, of no

Washington or Jefferson; in North Carolina, of no Hooper or Penn;

in South Carolina, of no Rutledge or Pinckney or Marion; in Georgia,

of no Habersham or Clark or Walton. These merely by way of ex-

ample. The same thing is true of the great multitude of lesser men
who served the country so loyally in the pioneer days. The State \

of Maryland furnishes the exception to this general rule, and the

historic families of the State are numerously represented in public, »

professional and commercial life. The ruling families of Maryland

to-day are the descendants of the early settlers,—and they are ruling

families to-day, not because of the prominence of their ancestors, but

because of their own merits and their own ability. The same qual-

ities that made their ancestors leaders are making them leaders.

A conspicuous example of leadership held by a descendant of one

of the historic families of [Maryland appears in the case of S. Davies

Warfield of Baltimore, the subject of this sketch. He is descended

from Richard Warfield, the progenitor of the Warfields of Maryland,

who came over from Berkshire, England, in 1662, along with the

Howards and the descendants of other old Berkshire families, and

settled with them upon the banks of the Severn River in Anne Arun-

del County, where they lived in close social and religious association,

their children marrying and intermarrying. Richard was a forceful

and successful man, but his success in a personal way was as nothing

compared with his success as an ancestor, for his descendants are now
among the foremost people not only of [Maryland, but of others of the

commonwealths which make up this Republic. In the two hundred

and fifty years the Warfields have been identified with [Maryland, each

generation has in turn furnished many valuable citizens who have

fought for the country in its wars, served it well in public life, and

I
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been thoroughly good citizens in all private relations. By past

marriage, the Warfields of the present generation are connected with

a great number of the most distinguished families of Maryland.

S. Davies Warfield is a son of Henry Mactier Warfield and his

wife, Anna Emory, and is a grandson of Daniel Warfield and his

wife, Nancy Mactier. His grandfather on his father’s side, Daniel

Warfield, was a resident of Howard County, his estate was known as

“White Cottage,” where in 1825, his son Henry was born. He had

the pleasure of breakfasting with General LaFayette at Roberts’

Tavern, Cooksville, that year. His estate included many slaves,

many of whom after the war continued in Mr. Warfield’s service.

Later he moved to Baltimore, became a member of the firm of

Alexander Mactier, and married his daughter Nancy. He owned and

operated the “Monumental Flouring Mills.” The Mactier family

is of Scottish origin and dates far back into Scottish history. Daniel

Warfield was twice married, his first wife being Miss Merriweather of

Howard County, by whom he had two children, the first dying in

infancy, the second, Ariana, who remained unmarried through life.

By his second wife Nancy, daughter of Alexander and Frances

Mactier, seven children were born, viz., Eliza, (married N. P. Causin

of Georgetown, D. C., deceased); Mactier and Mary Mactier (both

died in infancy); Daniel, prominent in the civic life of Baltimore

(deceased); Jane (unmarried—deceased); Maria (unmarried); and
Henry Mactier, who married Anna Emory, and father of the subject

of the present sketch.

Richard Emory, the grandfather on his mother’s side of the

subject of this sketch, was a son of Thomas Lane Emory, who owned
and lived on his estate “Warrington” in Queen Anne County, !Mary-

land, and was a descendant of the Emorys who came from England in

1606 and settled in Queen Anne County. Mrs. Emory, (Ann Gittings)

his wife, was a daughter of Archibald and Elizabeth Gittings who
lived at “Oakley,” Baltimore County. The estate of “Oakley,”

owned by Archibald Gittings, was located in “Long Green Valley,”

being originally a part of the large tract of land granted by the Eng-
lish Crown to the well-known Gittings family. “Oakley” has passed
from the possession of the family. Richard Emory and Ann (Git-

bings) Emory lived at “Manor Glen,”' located in the section of Bal-

timore County known as “My Lady’s Manor.” The old homestead
“Manor Glen,” the historic estate of the Emorys, was an original
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grant from the English Crown to Mrs. Emory ^s grandfather, Elijah i

Bosley, who was a remarkable man and lived to be one hundred and
|

two years old. When over ninety years of age Mr. Bosley would
j

make the round trip on horseback to Baltimore Town, as it was called I

in those days, a distance of forty-five miles, to do jury duty. He
|

willed his entire estate, together with over one hundred negro slaves, ^

to Mrs. Emory. Several of the female slaves remained on the place
|

after the aV^olition of slavery, and died there in the old “quarters’’
j

where they had lived all their lives, one of them, “Aunt Charlotte,”

for ninety years; another, “Aunt Kissiah,” vrho w’as the nurse of I

Mr. Warfield’s mother, and who was given to her by Mrs. Emory. ;

“Manor Glen” originally contained some six thousands acres. The
j

bricks to construct the house were brought from England some one
]

hundred and fifty years ago, as was a large part of the furniture. j

The old Colonial mansion with about two thousand acres remains in i

the family. Richard and Ann Emory had five children, viz: Eliza-
|

beth, fdeceased) married William P. Trimble; Thomas, a leading far-
j

mer of Harford County (deceased)
;
Richard, a prominent physician i

of Baltimore and Harford Counties, who served with distinction as a I

surgeon in the Confederate Army (deceased)
;
Nicholas, who died in *

early life, and Anna, who married Henry Mactier Warfield, and
j

mother of the subject of the present sketch. i

Henry ^lactier Warfield, father of S. Davies Warfield, was prominent !

in the civic life of Baltimore and was a man of enterprismg character. i

He began an active business life with his father in Baltimore, and from
j

that timewas prominently before the mercantile community in various

enterprises and numerous conspicuous capacities in which the grovdh
j

and promotion of the business interests of the city were alwa3'S un- |

selfishly foremost in his efforts. He traveled pretty much all over
j

the world and was among the first citizens of the United States to
|

establish a business house in Australia, raising over his office the first

American flag ever placed over a business house in Australia. The
climate not agreeing with him, he returned to Baltimore and was

prominent in the business and public life of the city. He was a ;

'

director of the .Baltimore & Ohio Railroad and offered the resolution

which led to the building of the grain ‘elevators at Canton. He was 1
one of the originators and one of the first presidentsof what is nowthe
Chamber of Commerce; was mainly instrumental in establishing the

Baltimore and Havana Steamship Cornpan\^; a director in the Balti- ^
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more Equitable Assurance Society; president of the Mercantile Lib-

rary Association, and held many other positions of responsibility

and prominence. He was actively identified with the political reform

mov'ement of 1859, which was successful in defeating the Know
Nothing party, acting as Secretary of the Reform Organization. The

Democratic Reform party of Baltimore elected him a member of the

memorable ‘AVar Legislature’’ of 1861. His colleagues from the

city were John C. Brune, T. Parkin Scott, S. Teackle Wallis, William

G. Harrison, Ross Winans, Dr. J. Hanson Thomas, Charles H. Pitts,

Lawrence Sangston and H. M. jMorfitt. On the night of Septem-

h(‘r 12th, he was one of a number of prominent Baltimoreans w’ho were

arrested by order of General John A. Dix, Department Commander,

because of their Southern sympathies and in order to hold the State

in the Union. He was incarcerated in Fort McHenry (Maryland),

Fortress Monroe (Virginia), Fort LaFayette and Fort Warren (in

l^oston Harbor,) his imprisonment covering a period of one and a

quarter years, during which his companions in captivity were among
the most prominent citizens of Maryland. Among those arrested

at the same time w'ere Mayor George William Brown, Henry May, a

member of Congress, fourth Maryland District, S. Teackle Wallis,

Ross Winans and Thomas W. Hall. He refused to take the oath to

regain liberty and wTote to Secretary of War,Stanton: “On my
own part, as I am confined wfithout charges, I renew my claim to be

discharged without conditions.” In 1875, he was the candidate for

Mayor of Baltimore on the Reform ticket, which w'as put in the field

for both municipal and State officers, and was defeated by a fraud

sufficiently proven afterw'ards to make the charge definite. AVhile a
strong Democrat in his political beliefs, he would not tolerate or sup-

port abuse of power or unfair methods to gain political ends. He
died in 1885. On his death the following tribute from the Baltimore-

press was paid: “Henry IM. Warfield was one of the best known and
personally one of the most popular citizens of Baltimore. Always
bright, always cheery always seeking to do w’hat he could to advance
the interests of the city, he numbered among his friends many of the

most prominent citizens of Baltimore of both political parties, and
'vas especially liked hy the working people whose cordiality he had
won by his frank and genial ways and J)y his liberality to the extent
Lf his means.”

To Henry Mactier Warfield and Anna (Emory) Warfield were
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born seven children, three living, four dead. Those dead are Daniel,

oldest child; Ann; Elizabeth, and Teackle Wallis, who married Alice,

daughter of William and Sally (Love) Montague, (one daughter.

Bessie Wallis). Those living are Richard Emory Warfield, Presi-

dent of the Hanover Insurance Company, New York, who marriefi

Bettie Davies, daughter of Sol. B. Davies and Bettie Monroe, a nice*-

of President Alonroe; (they have two children, Douglas Robinson

and Henry Mactier)
;
Henry Mactier Warfield, Resident Manager,

Royal Insurance Company of Liverpool, in Baltimore, also Adjutant

General of Maryland, who married Rebecca, daughter of Robert and

Mary (Carroll) Denison (one daughter, Anita)
,
and S. Davies Warfield,

the subject of the present sketch.

S. Davies Warfield was born in Baltimore County, at his father’s

summer residence near Mount Washington. He was named for Sol.

B. Davies, a business partner of his father, and a son of Jacob B.

Davies, who was Mayor of Baltimore and Postmaster of Baltimore

under President Franklin Pearce. He had the advantage of a good

education; inherited a double portion of his father^s business abilities

and enterprise, as well as his interest in public affairs. He entered

business life at an early age and at a time when the fortunes of his

family did not admit of his continuing his studies in the higher

branches.

In the financial and business world, Mr. Warfield belongs dis-

tinctly to that class which is the result of the immense development

of the country. It is composed of men who do not fear large things:

they have grown out of the necessities of the case. The country

developed rapidly and enormously; big men were needed, and they

were found. Mr. Warfield began business in the office of Geo. P. Frick

Co. and later was a clerk vuth D. J. Foley Brother and Company,

sugar importers. While there, on account of his health, he was compelled

to take a rest, and spent some time at “Manor Glen,'’ the country

estate of his grandmother. While regaining his health, he turned

his attention to the development of a mechanical talent which re-

sulted in his designing and patenting several inventions used in the

mechanical arts, securing some nineteen patents on important inven-

tions. With his health restored,, he returned to Baltimore and

organized a manufacturing company which bore his name, and

successfully manufactured various articles of machinery, including

those patented by himself. It w'as while thus engaged that a call
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S. T?AVIKS WARFIELD 31

was made upon him by his associates in the then stirring political

times of Maryland to accept appointment by President Cleveland as

Postmaster of Baltimore. (The public side of Mr. Warfield’s life is

treated later in this article.)

In 1898, he secsired from the Legislature of Maryland the charter

for, organized, and became and is now the president of. The Conti-

nental Trust Company, one of the leading financial institutions of

the South. This company erected at the southeast corner of Balti-

more and Calvert Streets, on the site of the old Carroll Hall, a

handsome office building, in ^/hich it has its offices and which has

the distinction of being one of the finest, and is the tallest office

building in the city. This was but a forerunner of greater things.

In 1899, when various railroads of the South were being acquired

by a syndicate headed by John Skelton Williams, of Richmond, Vir-

ginia, with the view of creating a new system, Mr. Warfield threw

his whole force into the project and became a member of the organ-

ization committee, and together with Mr. Williams and others assist-

ed in the creation of the Seaboard Air Line Railway. He became

a Voting Trustee, a Director and a member of the Executive Commit-
tee of the Seaboard. In 1903, he withdrew from the Board, but later

again became a Director.

When in 1908, the Seaboard Air Line Railway got into financial

difficulties and a receivership became necessary, the United States

Circuit Court of Richmond appointed Mr. Warfield as one of the

receivers. His associate receivers, Messrs. R. Lancaster Williams

and E. C. Duncan, nominated him as Chairman. The rehabilita-

tion of this property accomplished by these receivers within two years

affords a conspicuous chapter in contemporary railroad historjq the

property being returned to its stockholders greatly improved without

assessing the stock or scaling the bonds, and with the market value

of the securities of the railroad §27,000,000 greater than when the road

was placed in the hands of the receivers. Recognition of Mr. War-
field’s part in this work was shown by his selection as chairman of

the Executive Committee of the reorganized railroad.

This is not the only instance where Mr. Warfield’s conservative

and constructive talents were called upon in the history of the Sea-

board System. There were other crises in its affairs where he was
essentially the man of the hour, notably at the very creation of the

system when there was a sudden call for several million dollars on
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short notice to save the whole project. Mr. Warfield successfully

assisted in meeting this emergency, and became chairman of the

Greater Seaboard Organization Committee. Again in 1904, when
panic conditions caused a suspension of the credit of the banking

houses which financed this system, the outlook was dark for a number

of banks carrying Seaboard stocks on loans. These stocks 'were at the

time unmarketable, and the danger of a series of disasters among a

number of the banks in Maryland and elsewhere seemed imminent.

To find a market for a large block of Seaboard stocks in this period

of stress was the solution of the problem. Mr. Warfield accomplished

this task with the result that the embarrassment of all concerned was

relieved and an extended crisis averted. This incident is one of the

dramatic chapters of the inner history of Baltimore finance.

In railroad affairs, Mr. Warfield has been an active factor. When
the city of Baltimore decided to part with its ownership of the West-

ern Maryland Railroad, Mr. Warfield entered the negotiations, being

one of the syndicate representing the Gould interests of New York.

The property -was sold to the syndicate. The subsequent develop-

ment of the railroad, of which Mr. Warfield became a director,

demonstrated the wisdom of this sale. Later at the request of Mr.

George J. Gould, he became a director of the Missouri Pacific Railway

and a member of the Executive Committee.

Another important work performed by Mr. Warfield was hold-

ing for Baltimore the cotton duck industry, which for half a century

has been one of the State’s principal manufacturing industries and

the largest employer of male and female labor. Shortly after he

entered the financial field it developed that there was a plan by

Eastern interests for the consolidation of most of the cotton duck

manufacturing concerns of the United States, options having been

secured on practically all of them. Under the plan of the organizers

the industry was to be concentrated in the cotton growing States

of the South. This meant the ultimate removal of the Baltimore

plants aw’ay from Maryland. The trend at that period w'as to the

South. Mr. Warfield and those of his associates looking to the hold-

ing of the industry in Maryland took up the financing of this pro])o-

sition with the result that the industry was not only held to Baltimore

and Maryland, but through ^he addition of other outside properties

Baltimore’s importance in this industry greatly enlarged. Labor

efficiency gained by generations of the same families succeeding each
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other in the ^Maryland mills together vdth advantages for assembling

material and distributing finished products and climatic conditions

were, Mr. Warfield contended, economic factors that should fix the

permanency of this business in his own State and city.

This organization was worked out during the boom period in

industrial securities and when values were necessarily on high levels,

which was afterwards corrected by re-adjusting the securities of the

company. There wms carried into the management of this combina-

tion most of the owners and managers of the separate properties.

The experience of other large industrials organized in the same period

was not escaped by this company, and problems of management in-

cident to attempting coordination betw-een hitherto antagonistic

manufacturers beset this proposition, handicapping its development.

There w^ere resultant crises in its affairs which those in charge of its

management looked to Mr. Warfield’s resourcefulness to overcome.

With his usual tenacity he stood by this proposition, finally rounding

out its management by strengthening alliances wfith other mills,

introducing into the organization successful administrators not only

of ripe experience in this field but men of a younger generation with

the vigor and ambition needed for aggressively handling a business

world wfide in scope. The International Cotton Mills Corporation

was the outgrowdh being formed in connection with these plans and
Mr. Warfield became chairman of its board of directors. This com-
pany acquired control of the Consolidated Cotton Duck Company
together wdth the hlount Vernon-Woodbefry Cotton'Duck Company,
including the Maryland mills, as w^ll as important cotton manu-
facturing properties located in New England. The further develop-

ment of the Mar^dand mills which caused Mr. Warfield’s original

entrance into this field and assurances of the continued building up
of this industry became one of his requirements w^hen Eastern mill

nien and investors took up this enterprise, and he identified himself

with this larger and later proposition.

In 1903, ]\Ir. Warfield became interested in the development of

the Susquehanna River, thirty-eight miles from Baltimore, for gen-

erating electric current and bringing it to that city. With unusual
foresight he determined that the electric lighting company of Balti-

more must be an important part of such a project if the city was to

secure the benefit from the use of this great water pow'er. With this

m view, he organized a syndicate which bought the United Electric
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Light and Power Company, a consolidation of the electric lighting

companies of Baltimore. Thus Mr. Warfield was brought into the

public service field in Baltimore, not as a public service man but as

a step in the development of a great natural resource which w'ould be

of great benefit in the industrial growth of the city. These plans

were temporarily checked when the local financial panic occurred,

causing the temporary embarrassment of two of Baltimore’s financial

institutions. Shortly succeeding this came the great Baltimore fire

devastating the business area and laying in waste one hundred and

sixty-five acres in the heart of the business district, entailing a loss

of upwards of §125,000,000. The Continental Trust Building, in the

hottest zone of the fire area, was gutted b}^ the flames; the steel

structure and safe deposit vault remaining intact. The safe deposit

vault when opened after some fifty hours’ work in removing the

debris was found inside just as it had been left before the fire; the

oil on the locks not even dried, justifying its expensive construction

of armor plate, the first of its t>TDe in Baltimore. This w^as a period

to try men’s nerves, but Mr. Warfield went vigorously to w^ork with

his associates to rebuild the building. He laid aside the Susquehanna

development, although he had formed a s\mdicate of §11,000,000 for

this purpose.

Undertaking to secure large blocks of outside capital as the

way to build a greater city out of this disaster he held that it should

be the policy of the city, and so known, that out-of-town capitalists

could depend upon receiving hearty support and protection as well

as liberal treatment for their investments. His views on this sub-

ject were radical, he holding that it was not enough to offer what

other cities proposed but to outbid them in the quest for capital.

There w’as some resistance to this doctrine but a few" years dem-

onstrated its wisdom and there has since developed a general

movement along these lines. Beginning at the time wdth the

United Electric Light and Power Company, Mr. Warfield brought

millions of outside capital into Baltimore business enterprises. Thi."

new money not only provided greater growdh in the public service

field but freed a large amount of local capital at a period in the

development of tlie city w’hen there w-ere pressing calls from nearly

every branch of industry. ^

Illustrative of Air. Warfield’s keen business foresight and vigor

of action, one day w'hile in New York he heard that a Baltimore
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f viuiicate which had acquired control of the Consolidated Gas Com-

jf.iny of that city had sold such control to New York interests. Recog-

nizing that a union of the gas and electric lighting properties would

U- etTective, in less than three days he had himself formed a syndicate

ami bought back control of the Consolidated Gas Company. Later

he effected the consolidation of the Consolidated Gas Company and

the Electric Lighting Company into the present Consolidated Gas

Electric Light and Power Company of Baltimore, thus bringing into

this corporation the first gas lighting business in America. As

< hairman of the Board of Directors of the Consolidated Company,

Mr. Warfield raised a large amount of capital to modernize and further

tifvelop the business and practically revolutionized Baltimore’s

elt‘ctric and gas service. In carrying out his plans, he acquired for

the Consolidated Company the only remaining lighting company in

Baltimore, the Baltimore Electric Company, which owned in addition

to its electric lighting plant, the Maryland Telephone Company;
this latter company he sold to the American Telephone and Tele-

graph Company of New York, which company also owned the other

local telephone company in Baltimore.

The effect of this was to conserve several million dollars invested

chiefly by Baltimoreans in this enterprise whose plan to establish

a competitive lighting and telephone business did not work out.

These investors faced at one time a large loss, the market value of

tlieir securities shrinking about SI,000,000. Mr. Warfield’s handling

ef this situation averted this and provided for the paying off before

maturity of a large amount of the bonds with outside capital, thus

releasing considerable local money. Bonds not retired were protected

by satisfactory guaranty.

During all this time he had watched the development of the Sus-

quehanna River for electric power purposes. Prevented by the cir-

cumstances above referred to from realizing his hopes to have this

financed and controlled as a Baltimore enterprise, he followed the

McCall Ferry Power Company’s operations, which company had
undertaken this gigantic work. After eighteen months of negotiations
he succeeded in securing a contract with this company for electric

current to supply his lighting company in Baltimore and in addition
^‘> also supply the United Railways of Baltimore. This action on his

part headed this electric current towards? Baltimore, diverting it from
Philadelphia and other Pennsylvania cities. The

,

.d^jvelopment of
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36 8. DAVIES WARFIELD

the river being in the State ct Peiirisylvama, this was considered a

master stroke. He had finally secured for Baltimore this electric

energy without locking up Baltimore capital therein.

The McCall Ferry Power Company during the severe panic of

1907, upon the failure of a New York banking institution, its bank-

ing agency, went into the hands of a receiver. Baltimore was on the

verge of again losing this source of elect^'ic development, as any con-

tract made, could be vitiated by receivership proceedings. This

property was bought at receivership sale by a group of capitalists,

and the Pennsylvania Water and Power Company succeeded the

McCall Ferry Pov^er Company. Forced to abandon the hope of

getting this electric current for Baltimore under the old contract,

Mr. Warfield proposed that the new owners of the Susquehanna

River development should buy a substantial interest in the stock of

the Consolidated Gas Electric Light and Power Company of Balti-

more; taking vith them the position that the Pennsylvania Water

and Power Co. should have a substantial interest in the local Com-
pany, the Consolidated, in developing its plans for the disposal of

large blocks of electric current. He was thus w'orking along the

lines originally planned by him some seven years before when he did

the pioneer work in this development.

With the possibility of securing natural gas for Baltimore, ^Ir.

Warfield entered into negotiations ^vith the Standard Oil interests

of New York, who controlled the only available natural gas supply.

This meant a vast undertaking, the piping of natural gas from West

Virginia to Baltimore, some 2G0 miles, with a total outlay of some

$18,000,000. After an arduous year’s negotiations with the Stand-

ard Oil officials, a contract was agreed on to supply natural gas to

Baltimore through the mains of the Consolidated Company. The

plans of i\Ir. Warfield were endorsed by some of the leading engineers

of the world. At the prices proposed an initial saving at once of

$1,500,000 per annum to the gas users of Baltimore at that time

would have resulted, without respect to the great impetus the city

would receive from natural gas for industrial and other purposes. Hi"

proposition was to have natural gas in Baltimore in December 1009.

The Standard Oil natural gas interests required a contract for a term of

years to justify the large investment of some .815,000,000 compelled

to be made by them to pipe" this gas from the West Virginia gas fields

to the Consolidated Company’s mains in Baltimore City, the latter
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S. DAVIES WARFIELD 37

company would also have to make large expenditures. Mr. War-

field was not taken at his word when he said that the proposition

made by the two interests was the result of the most careful inves-

tigation and negotiations, and it would not be possible to substan-

tially modify the terms proposed. It was demonstrated that for

years the Consolidated Company’s present earnings would be largely

retluced by natural gas supplanting artificial gas, and while it meant

a hea\'y loss to his company, Mr. Warfield acted on the broad view

of the great benefits the city would receive from its introduction.

The City Council of Baltimore desired to accept the proposition, in

fact an ordinance passed one branch. In the history of the country

probably there never has been shown such a popular demand for

municipal legislation to enable a public service corporation to sup-

ply the people of a city with a commodity so manifestly essential to

their best interests and the best interests of the city at large.

There was a long controversy, the proposition was not accepted by
the Board of Estimates, notwithstanding the fact that 67,000 con-

sumers of the company endorsed the proposition and requested its

acceptance. As in all great enterprises, hostile influences developed,

led b}^ a few' men and exerted through one of the newspapers of

the city. These influences were able to divert from the support of

the project men w'ho personally believed in and endorsed it. All the

other papers of the city favored the general proposition. Mr. War-
field w'as now notified by the Standard Oil natural gas officials that

they could not w'ait longer, that the gas intended for Baltimore must
be sold elsew'here. This was finally done and Baltimore deprived

of the great advantages therefrom. Notwithstanding the fact that

the Standard Oil natural gas interests required a long term contract

from the Consolidated Company, to offset any objection w'hich

might be made to a term of years contract, Mr. Warfield offered to

make some concessions to the Board of Estimates on behalf of

the Consolidated Company in the terms of the proposed contract,

also proposing a sliding scale profit sharing plan with consumers by
which all earnings over 4 per cent on the common stock (then earning

6 per cent) should be divided between the consumers and the com-
pany. Since then 4 per cent has been paid on this stock and the
city is without natural gas.

Certain that natural gasw’ould be a potential factor in stimulating

the industrial development of the city, Mr. Warfield again took up
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the question vigorously and had presented to the legislature a bill to

authorize the Mayor and the Board of Estimates to negotiate again

for natural gas, with power to make a contract; the whole subject

to be submitted to a referendum vote of the people of Baltimore for

their approval, no contract to become effective unless it received a

majority of the votes cast. The same hostile influences which in

the first instance caused the delay which killed the enterprise were

able to defeat the referendum vote, thus preventing the people of

Baltimore from voting their wishes on the subject and illustrates the

diflflculties which surround every great project. Mr. Warfield had

here offered to submit a proposition to a popular vote, and the

refusal to adopt such a plan constitutes a remarkable record perhaps

unmatched in municipal history.

After thus smoking out the opposition, forcing it to take the

unenviable position of distrusting the popular vote on this question,

Mr. Warfield dropped the enterprise. The position in which he left

his antagonists proved increasingly uncomfortable, and within a few

months they were agitating a renewal of the negotiations. Should

the revival of the project become practicable, those most active in

destroying this enterprise would probably be in the forefront of its

advocates. In so closing his campaign for natural gas, Mr. Warfield

once again left the impress of the pioneer, and Baltimore still hopes

for the ultimate success of his work in this direction.

While in the midst of this natural gas controversy, Mr. Warfield

was not too busy to round up his plans in connection with the electric

development of the Susquehanna River in the interest of Baltimore.

In the latter part of 1909, he carried out the plans mapped out and

negotiated the sale of a large block of the preferred and common stock

of the Consolidated Gas Electric Light and Power Company, which

belonged to interests and associates he had brought into the Company,

to Canadian and European capitalists who were also identified with

the Susquehanna River hydro-electric development. He made kiiowm

to the purchasers that in such purchase they must leave him free

to retire from the active work in connection with the company when
he might desire to do so. At the annual meeting of the Consolidated

Company in October 1910, having cpmpletcd what he started out to

undertake, and recognizing that the large interests with which he was

identified demanded more oT his time than the active duties in con-

nection w'ith the Gas and Electric Company permittetl, he carried out
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his intention of retiring as Chairman of the Board of Directors of the

Consolidated Company, but remained a director and a member of

the Executive Committee of the Company.

During his five years’ administration of this great property,

more new capital was invested than in any similar period since the

introduction of gas into Baltimore in 1817, and more money spent on

the electric side of the business than in all the preceding years since

electric lights first shined in Baltimore. But his administration was
marked by something more than the investment of new capital, for

under his wise management there was a phenomenal growdh in the

use of electricity and gas, especially of the former, for industrial pur-

poses. Mr. Warfield had the pleasure during that period of seeing

the consummation of a vast undertaking to which he had given much
attention—the development of the Susquehanna River for electric

purposes. Through the alliance he established by the sale of stocks

of the Consolidated Gas Electric Light and Power Company, the

capitalists behind the river development became largely interested

in the future development of Baltimore, and as had been agreed on,

plans were at once inaugurated for the transmission of electricity from

the works on the Susquehanna River to Baltimore.

Of such a busy career it is impossible to give more than an outline

of some of the work performed by Mr. Warfield. In addition to or-

ganizing The Continental Trust Company, of which he is a director

and president, and which now has a capital of $1,350,000 and a sur-

plus and undivided profits of $2,457,982.91 and has handled a num-
ber of large financial transactions, and to being a director and chair-

man of the Executive Committee of the Seaboard Air Line Railway,

director and member of the Executive Committee of the Baltimore

Steam Packet Company, a director and member of the Executive

Committee of the Consolidated Gas Electric Light and Power Com-
pany, a director and Chairman of the Board of the International

Cotton ]\Iills Corporation, among others Mr. Warfield is a director

of the Consolidation Coal Company of Baltimore, and a director of

the Mercantile Trust Company of New York. He also arranged the

purchase of the ^Maryland National Bank, its removal from an out-

l.ving section of the business district to the heart of the financial

district, and became a director. The capital of the bank was in-

c»“eased and the business has increased 'six-fold.

Mr. Warfield’s activities in public matters are as striking as
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40 S. DAVIES WAKFIELD

those in his business career, representing the same constructive work.

His early boyhood days were when the great reform battles for bet-

ter politics were being waged in Maryland, led by S. Teackle Wallis,

a lifelong friend of his father and who for a generation was a legal

and political leader in Maryland, and one of Maryland’s most dis-

tinguished men. Mr. Wallis represented perhaps one of the best

types of political righteousness the State has ever known. After

Mr. Wallis’ death, Mr. Warfield organized and headed a movement

to honor his memory by erecting in Washington Place, Baltimore, the

present bronze statue of Mr. Wallis.

In the Cleveland campaign of 1888, Mr. Warfield organized the

Cleveland Club, v/hich did most effective campaign Tvork. Result-

ing from this, he, with a number of prominent Democrats, organized

the Jefferson Democratic Association,” the largest and strongest

Independent Democratic organization ever effected in the State.

Mr. Warfield was selected as president, though then a \ery young man
indeed. The executive committee included such eminent citizens

as Severn Teackle Wallis, John K. Cowen, Charles ^Marshall, W.

Cabell Bruce, William L. Marbury and George S. Brown. Mr. War-

field took part in various recurring campaigns, and in 1891 was nomi-

nated for Mayor of Baltimore by the Independents, but was defeated

by the regular Democratic candidate by a narrow majority. He was

by far the youngest man ever nominated for this office. Of recog-

nized and marked business capacity, his interest in public matters

and political affairs led to his appointment as Postmaster of Balti-

more in 1894 by President Cleveland. In the election of the previous

fall, he was mainly instrumental in securing for a number of Independ-

ent Democratic candidates for the legislature, the support of the regu-

lar organization, which resulted in their election and the launchim:

of several of them on promising political careers. Among these suc-

cessful candidates was Mr. W. Cabell Bruce, who was then elected

to the state Senate and made its president. This was the first real

resultful work of the Independent Democratic movement which had

been going on for a great many years in Maryland under various

leaders and was the beginning of a new era for better politics.

A succeeding chapter in this work was the nomination by the regular

Democrats and the election of t(iat great lawyer leader, John K.

Cowen, to Congress, whidi was brought about entirely through IMr.

Warfield’s efforts. A great latvy'er and a great man, John K. Cowon
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Wcis one of the finest public speakers Marjdand ever knew. A warm
friendship existed between the two men.

When Mr. Warfield took charge of the Baltimore Postoffice in

1S94, he treated it as a business proposition. All political consider-

ations were laid aside, and he gave Baltimore the first illustration of a

large political office conducted on business and civil service lines.

Old methods were revolutionized; branch offices were multiplied;

suburban towns were given direct service; the use of street cars for

mail service was introduced; and every department of the office was

placed upon a high plane of efficiency. So successful was Mr. W^ar-

fiekrs administration that when President McKinley succeeded

President Cleveland, he felt constrained to reappoint him and

under this reappointment he served a term through the Republi-

can administration of Mr. McKinley. No higher compliment could

have possibly been paid to his capacity and fidelity. He served as

postmaster of Baltimore eleven years well into the first term of Presi-

dent Roosevelt, though he gave notice to him of his desire to retire.

In his administration of the Baltimore postoffice there developed a

warm friendship between Mr. Warfield and President Cleveland,

and the President frequently sent for him to confer in regard to Mary-
land matters. Mr. Warfield’s forceful and magnetic personality

won a similar recognition from both President McKinley and Presi-

dent Roosevelt, and with both he was on terms of personal, as well

as official intimacy.

The record here given illustrates the statement made in an earlier

paragraph, that iMr. Warfield belongs to that class of developers and

organizers which has sprung up in our country in the last twenty-

five years. He has carved out his own career. To his credit be it

said that he belongs to the constructive type of that class. Every

enterprise he has undertaken has been based upon sound business

principles and upon business needs, and every project which he

has personally, conducted has been handled in accordance with the

strictest integrity and solely in the interest of the men who have in-

vested by his counsel actual money. His loyalty to those he inter-

ests in enterprises whatever obstacles or vicissitudes they may en-

counter is recognized by sources of capital always ready to join in

his undertakings.

In both the business and public life of Mr. Warfield, the domi-

nant note is pride of State. While other talented sons of Maryland



m
«<wiiri^«AW

a^'U o<t^ &ftw„

U
'

’

j ./iW owl,.^ fv^iabta' <Jxd^^taa^’’4:'

,^„9d)' 2jc»o^ -jti! |

&d Imi^

owis' 0a^^j^pSj jri4<i^<W

!o- jbale^

,

fw
fe^TlIiSid'j^'^.'' .i»a«^0ieo<| ,

®l|;i^r
' ‘' ''

8%f ,i^ :d^mM''^
^ 0£'-.Ji0oatartiVl2"aiimi anw ai, do'od,i&'.m

-•• .'•’ ^
. -, —^ ’^ •* A . f Mil. ^ ^ j'

: •’v-w! ': -^:rl

di ed ^ifeaio «id pT ^ .'iMriiso 'liv,?o dd?^uu“iJoW.aii-4 r&^^^

Xifvif
".eeib i&d^t:;k &vifoindti^&df- ft' 'P^o-W ' &d

esacriaiid brruoel^iuiqPt b^fid c©id^ftad ooikliabiio axwi' axi aanqiaiti^^i

ad ii‘>iflw ;tasi«mf ^cTava^fonB ^ebaad 88axdeiid''fioqi/^

©di d^iw aa^^dwaaiR di fealteerf caad 34^ to
;:l

-xdavfid odw dm^aldd:^'^'m

V(ax3a£a''Uy^%l^^i^0'3

-na toiBalciSjtsdo laT^Jadw g^hqia^m m

m.
ai mot k’WaiiiOJB'xd to'^a

j
.

*(i ’
t-.

‘ id'

4moh od4 .bMiijW iM k,dfH‘oiyvq b«t« apirxd&fitf'

k toaijiiil wd^o olidW^’.aktS k ;^o^'

'. ,'f^ . / 1 £;j
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left their State and became captains of industry in other common-
wealths, the lure of such foreign fields—and many inducements hav-

been made him,—has had no attraction for the subject of this sketch

He has devoted his splendid energies exclusively to the advancement

and prosperity of his ovm State and his own people. Every enter-

prise engaging his attention directly relates to the development o'

Maryland and of the city of Baltimore. For his city his w’ork in

many instances has been marked by brilliant undertakings, and he hn-

been generally regarded as ahead of his generation. The natura.

gas project which became the vortex of a violent controversy was un-

dertaken by him, although a number of his associates in the control

of the Consolidated Company v/ere dubious of its commercial suc-

cess so far as that company was concerned. Their hesitation to

launch upon the enterprise, however, gave way to the vigorous per-

sonality of its advocate. When the vast details reaching the ba.'i'

for this great project had at last been worked out, Mr. Warfield wa-

advised by the then regarded best informed authority upon the ga^

business in Baltimore to abandon the project, as in the opinion o;'

this authority the terms proposed would not be profitable to the

Standard Oil Company nor the Consolidated Company. From a

friend of Mr. Warfield and the source to whom the publishers are

indebted for much information entering into this sketch, the sul>

stance of Mr. Warfield’s reply was given as follows:

*‘I have reckoned with the probability that this enterprise for a

number of years will not be productive to tne-Consolidated Company,

but this is a work for Baltimore primarily and the company must beiu--

fit from it incidentally. In the end I am satisfied that the company

will not only recover any temporary loss but make a reasonable

profit. Progress is not made by yielding to our doubts, and a grea'

city can be built only by taking corresponding risks. This projee'

cannot be considered from a selfish point of viewL I have enters',

upon it as a duty to my city, and if it is consummated there w'ill l*e

prosperity and glory enough for us all in making Baltimore one of th:

great cities upon the Atlantic Seaboard.”

Mr. Warfield is now a comparatively young man; his active liie

beginning when he was in his teens, and the fact that he is a prodigioii'

worker, has filled his career vith important events that pass ami suc-

ceed each other with marvelous rapidity. He is unmarried. Of tr^'

personal side of his life the most attractive feature is that to be fouiu*
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in his home circle. Here he lives with his mother, who typifies the

best example of a lady of the old school, so rare in modern society.

Charming and gracious in manner, her whole life devoted to her

children and grandchildren, Mrs. Warfield has a large circle of devoted

friends. To those who have enjoyed the social atmosphere of this

Southern home, its most prominent feature is the devotion between

mother and son, and here the sentimental side of this captain of in-

dustry presents its finest expression. Mr. Warfield is fond of hunt-

ing, occasionally going after big game, and is a fine shot. He is also

fond of fishing and of golf. It has been, however, aptly said of him

that his real recreation is to undertake one big project after another,

and this he does with the zest of the sportsman. He is a member of

the Maryland Club, Baltimore Club, Merchants Club and Elkridge

Country Club, and a Director and Treasurer of The Municipal Art

Society, Baltimore. In New York he is a member of the National

Arts Club, the Lotus, the Down-Town Association and Railroad Club.

In Washington, D. C., of the Metropolitan Club. At the suggestion

of Mrs. Cleveland, he has been named one of the national trustees

of the Cleveland Monument Association now engaged in erecting a

memorial to President Cleveland at Princeton.
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JOHN RANDOLPH BLAND

TO the student of American history, the name of Bland is

a familiar one, for in all that array of strong men who
contended so earnestly and so valorously for the liberties

of their country no man was more conspicuous nor more efficient than

Richard Bland, of Virginia, who as early as 1766 made printed

inquiry as to the rights of the colony, claiming freedom from all

Parliamentary legislation, and even then pointed to independence as

a remedy in case of a refusal to redress the injuries complained of.

Seventeen hundred and sixty-six was an early day for the expression

of such advanced sentiments; but during the ensuing nine years,

sentiment rapidly crystallized around the proposition advanced by

the sturdy old legislator who gave nearly fifty years to the public

service, and whose views were so logical, so just and so cogently

expressed. The Bland family is one of the historic families, not only

in America, but in Britain. The ancestral line is traced to Edward
de Bland in the reign of Edward III. in 1346. The records show that

William de Bland served with John of Gaunt, third son of Edward
III. and earl of Richmond, in the wars with France in 1346, and

under the Black Prince in 1350. Coming down the line we find

Richard Wilkeyson de Bland and Thomas de Bland in the time of

Richard II. and the next reign. In 1441, during the reign of Edward
IV., we find Edward Bland and Adam Bland. In 1572, John Bland

appears as a representative of the line. The first American ancestor

was Theodorick Bland, who emigrated from England to Virginia in

March, 1654, settled at Westover, which later became the property

of the Byrds, and is now recognized as the most famous country seat

in America. Theodorick Bland was the first owner of this splendid

estate under a royal grant. He married Ann Bennett, daughter of

Richard Bennett, Governor of the Colony of Virginia; became one

of the King’s Council; and both as to fortune and intellect was

second to no man of his time in the colony. Richard Bland, son of

Theodorick, married on Febriiar}' 11, 1701, Mary Swan, daughter

of Colonel Thomas Swan, which marriage recalls a historic ^Vlar}'-
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JOHN RANDOLPH BLAND ^ 47

land name. Richard Bland was married a second time to Elizabeth

Randolph, daughter of Colonel William Randolph. This brings us

to the Richard Bland of the Revolution, who served in the Virginia

House of Burgesses from 1729 to June, 1775,—a period of forty-six

years, and a record probably unequaled in American annals. As

stated in the earlier paragraphs of this sketch, he was one of the

very first to take up the argument in favor of independence. On
September 5, 1774, we find him in the Continental Congress, and

again on March 10, 1775. In July, 1775, he was chairman of the

Prince George County, Virginia, Committee of Safety. July 17 to

December 16, 1775, he was a member of the Virginia Provincial Con-

vention. During 1775 and part of 1776 he was a member of the

Virginia Committee of Safety. The only thing that prevented the

old patriot from having his name signed to the Declaration of Inde-

pendence was the fact that, after a long, noble and useful life, his sun

was setting, and length of years combined with failing health pre-

vented his taking an active part in that immortal congress. He died

October 26, 1776,—three months after the Declaration was made.

This Richard Bland married Ann, only daughter of Peter Poy-

thress; by whom he had twelve children. Peter Bland, born Febru-

ary 12, 1736, married Judith Booker; inherited a good estate in his

own right, and through his wife large landed estates in Virginia and
Tennessee. Peter Bland II. born in 1769 in Abbeville, Notaway
County, Virginia, died March 3, 1824; was educated at Hampden
Sidney, and studied law. He married, first, Elizabeth Morrison;

secondly, Martha Wallace Nash in 1819. The second wife was sister

to General Frank Nash of the Revolutionary armies. Richard

Edward Bland, born in Abbeville, Notaway County, Virginia, March
5, 1813, married Henrietta Williams. He studied medicine; grad-

uated in Philadelphia; located in St. Louis, and practiced medicine

there from 1835 to 1867. During his residence in Missouri was born

hisson, John Randolph Bland (the subject of this sketch), at Bridge-

ton, St. Louis County, Missouri, March 24, 1851.

The ancestry of John R. Bland has been entered into here at

some little length for more than one reason. We in America are

prone to neglect our family history; and }^et many of our people

have a family record in which they can take a just pride, because it

represents much service given to the state and the community by
Rood men and women. The Bland family is a notable example, and
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48 JOHN RANDOLPH BLAND

it is right and just that the truth of history should be preserved. Yet

another thing is true; a noble ancestry may be a handicap or an

inspiration; and it is to the credit of the majority of these well-

descended Americans of to-day that it has been an inspiration.

John R. Bland is an illustration of this class, of good citizens who,

depending not upon a great name to carry them forward in the

world, take hold vigorously, do good work, render good service, and

on their own merits build up character and reputation, thus reflect-

ing credit on a long line of splendid forbears.

The boyhood of John R. Bland was in no respect an exception.

He was reared in the city of St. Louis, under normal conditions, and

after preliminary training in the schools entered Washington L'ni-

versity of St. Louis. He thus started in life with a good educational

equipment. His mother died when he was but five years of age, and

he thus lost the very best influence which can enter into any man’s

life.

His business career began in railroad circles, and from 1872 to

1880 he was general agent of the Seaboard Air Line Railway in Balti-

more. In 1880 he became secretary of the Merchants & Manufac-

turers Association and served in that capacity until 1896. It will

thus be seen that he had spent twenty-four years in two positions,

neither one affording any great scope for brilliancy, but in each of

which he served with such fidelity and efficiency that he made char-

acter; and so when he became, in 1896, one of the chief organizers

and promoters of the United States Fidelity and Guaranty Company,
it W£LS entirely logical that he should be elected to the presidency

of that company, and that position he has held up to the present.

By his great executive ability, he has brought an institution begin-

ning with limited capital to a condition of great financial strength,

and the enjoyment of much the largest surety business of any com-

pany in America.

On January 13, 1876, he married Miss IMaria Harden, daughter

of John Summerfield Harden of Baltimore. From his marriage there

are two children. Mr. Bland is a member of the Episcopal Church,

the Masonic fraternity, and the IMaryland and Baltimore clubs.

In political matters he is independent, which is entirely becoming

in a descendant of that stern old patriot, '‘Dick Bland,” as he was

known by his contemporaries of Virginia. By hard study and long

continued labor, combined with native ability, Mr. Bland has wrought
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JOHN RANDOLPH BLAND 49

himself forward to a position of honor and usefulness in the com-

munity. The opinion therefore of such a man in the shape of advice

to the young, is worth something, and he gives it very briefly. Mr.

Bland regards ‘‘courage and judgment’’ as the most essential ele-

ments to success in life, and here, again, heredity crops out, for cour-

age has always been a most notable feature of his line—and none will

question the judgment of those members of the Bland familywho have
been in the public eye. There is sound reason for the position taken

by Mr. Bland in this matter. Many men have good judgment, but

are faint-hearted. Other men have courage, but are rash. The
combination of the two qualities, as typified in men like Washington

and Lee,—who are, of course, shining examples,—proves that success

always attends such combination.





DAVID LEWIS BARTLETT

The late David L. Bartlett, of Baltimore, was born in Had-
ley, Massachusetts, on December 6, 1816, and died in

Baltimore on May 11, 1899. His father, Daniel Bartlett,

married Louisa Stockbridge, and he was, therefore, on both sides

of the family, descended from old Massachusetts stock. The
Bartlett ancestry goes back in America to the earlier settlers of the

Colony of Massachusetts, and in the three centuries which have since

elapsed the family has given to our country at least fifteen men of

wide reputation and large usefulness, among them Josiah Bartlett,

of New’ Hampshire, w’ho was a signer of the Declaration of Indepen-

dence and a Chief Justice of his State. The family is an ancient

one in England, w^here it occupied many honorable positions through

many centuries. .

David L. Bartlett was educated in the public schools of Hart-

ford, Connecticut, with a short academic course, and after leaving

school, was apprenticed to an irOn firm in Hartford to learn the first

details of that business. His ability received quick recognition,

and he accepted a call to New York, where he developed immense

business capacity and sound judgment. In 1844 he decided to locate

in Baltimore, and became a member of the. firm of Hayw’ard, Bartlett

& Co., manufacturers of architectural iron, etc. The business

increased wdth great rapidity. The success of their system of heat-

ing and ventilation is best shown in the Johns Hopkins Hospital.

Some of their finest w’ork is in many of the large public buildings

in Washington, in the New York Post Office, in the Custom House

in New Orleans, and in the Mint in San Francisco. Fine specimens

of their construction of large gas holders are in Havana and in

nearly all the large cities of the Union. Their iron lighthouses are

on many points of our coasts. The firm has ahvays stood for the

highest integrity, and for singularly cordial relations with other firms

representing the best in the land.

In 1863 the Winans Locomotive Works passed into their hands,

and continued in connection wJth their other iron work. This busi-

ness, more than seventy years established, is now' a corporation con-
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ducted under the style of Bartlett-Hayward Company, and is one

of the large concerns of the East, giving employment to several

thousand men.

Mr. Bartlett’s success in business was notable; but he was much
more than a successful business man. Possessed of a large measure

of public spirit, he took a keen and active interest in everything

bearing upon the public welfare of the city, frequently serving on

committees concerned in public matters. He was a trustee and

President of the IMcDonough Institute for Boys, President of the

Druid Hill Park Board, President of the Farmers and Planters Bank,

Treasurer of the Oratorio Society, and senior vestryman of Grace

Episcopal Church. A man of fine appearance and genial manners,

his personal popularity was great, and this enabled him to be much
more useful in all those activities which aroused his interest. For

politics he had but little taste. During the existence of the Whig
party he affiliated with that organization. Upon its dissolution he

became a member of the Republican party.

He was twice married. His first wife was Miss Sarah Abbey,

to whom he was married in January, 1845; and of this marriage there

were three children, of whom one, Mrs. C. P. Robinson, of Brooklyn,

New York, is now Imng. After the death of his first wife, he married

on the 15th of April, 1868, Miss Julia E. Pettibone, daughter of

Giles and Mary Gleason (Parsons) Pettibone, of Simsbury, Con-

necticut. Of this marriage two children were born, neither of which

survived the years of infancy.

Mrs. Bartlett, who survives her husband, traces her American

ancestry back to Samuel Pettibone, French Huguenot, who migrated

from Massachusetts to Connecticut, in 1630, being one of the first

settlers of Connecticut, and settled in Weatogue, the Indian name
of that section of Simsbury owned by the Pettibone family. Two
descendants of Samuel served with distinction in the Revolutionary

War,—Colonel Jonathan Pettibone, who led a regiment and died

in the service, and Elijah Pettibone who also led a Connecticut regi-

ment and survived the war. A grandson of Colonel Elijah Pettibone,

Augustus H. Pettibone, served in the Civil War, and has since held

many prominent positions in Tennessee, among them that of repre-

sentative in Congress for six years.

The Pettibone family, once very numerous in Connecticut, has

become almost extinct there; but descendants of the family are now
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54 DAVID LEWIS BARTLETT

found scattered over the Union. Through the female line, Mrs. Bart-

lett is descended direct from Governor Dudley, first colonial governor

of Massachusetts, and from Governor Leet, of Connecticut.

During his life, David L. Bartlett held membership in a number

of clubs, such as the Union I^eague of New York, the Maryland, the

Merchants and Manufacturers, and the Kennels and Country Club

of Baltimore. He was one of the officers of a club known as the

Wednesday Club, not now in existence.

He found his recreation in yachting, fishing, driving and golf.

He became quite an extensive traveler, and wrote some very interest

ing letters from Europe, which v^^ere privately printed in 1886. An
extensive reader in nearly every direction, he became a man of great

information, especially well-informed upon art subjects, and to this

added not only sound taste in music, but was himself an excellent

musician.

He retained his physical and mental strength throughout life,

and when he passed away, in his eighty-third year, he left behind the

reputation of an able business man of sterling integrity and culti-

vated judgment, of fine social qualities, and a citizen who had been of

great value to the community.









CHARLES HERMAN DICKEY

CHARLES H. DICKEY, of Baltimore, president of the

Maryland Meter Company, and one of the strong and

aggressive business men of Baltimore, is a native of that

city, born on January 9, 1860, son of Charles Z. and Elizabeth J.

Dickey.

Mr. Dickey^s father was a merchant, devoted to his business,

characterized by a high sense of honor in his business career, and

devoted to his home, taking great pleasure in beautifying his sur-

roundings and making his home pleasant.

Mr. Dickey illustrates in himself the composite character of our

American citizenship. In his veins flow English, Irish and German
blood. The Dickeys are English, and this branch of the family w^as

first settled in Pennsylvania in the colonial period, from which State

his grandfather, George S. Dickey, came to Baltimore in the early

part of the last century, and married Henrietta Smith, daughter of

Hon. Samuel R. Smith, a prominent man of that period. This par-

ticular branch of the Smith family was of Irish extraction. Samuel

R. Smith was connected with James Smith, of Pennsylvania, one of

the signers of the Declaration of Independence, and with Doctor

Rittenhouse, a noted Pennsylvania patriot of that day. General

Samuel Smith, a distinguished soldier of the Revolution, who for

forty years represented Maryland in the Congress, divided between

the Lower House and the Senate, was also a Pennsylvanian born,

and believed to have been of the same family as James Smith, as he

was credited to the Irish branch of Smiths of Pennsylvania. On the

maternal side Mr. Dickey’s American ancestry goes back to his

grandfather. Captain Philip B. Sadtier. Captain Sadtler came from

Germany to Baltimore in 1801. He married a Miss Sauerwein, also

of German descent, and related to the de Capitos. In 1812 Captain

Sadtler held command of a company in the Fifth ^laryland Regi-

ment, and participated in the battle of North Point, so creditable to

the defenders of Baltimore, and which resulted in saving that city

from capture. Still another strain of German blood appears in this
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58 CHARLES HERMAN DICKE-^

family through the marriage of Mr. Dickey’s great-grandfather,

Samuel R. Smith, to Ann Sitler, a daughter of Abraham Sitler. A
distinct branch of the Dickey family has in the last and present

generation won business prominence and success in Baltimore in

manufacturing lines. The Pennsylvania Dickeys have given to the

country one or two most prominent educators, and one Congressman.

Charles H. Dickey had the best of home surroundings as a boy
;

had the advantage of country life, being reared in Baltimore county,

and lacked nothing in the way of education. After passing through

the public schools and Loyola College, he entered Muhlenburg Col-

lege, at Allentown, Pa. He did not remain to graduate, as business

reverses on the part of his father compelled him to take up work on

his own account at the age of nineteen.

He began his business career as a clerk, and after three years

entered the service of the Maryland Meter Company in 1882, with

which company he has been connected from that time to the present,

and of which he has been president since 1896. A moment’s calcu-

lation will show that he was a young man of twenty-two when he

entered the service of this company. In fourteen years he had risen

from a clerkship to be president of the company, which position he

reached at the age of thirty-six. The mere statement of this fact

shows the business qualities of the man; but Mr. Dickey is something

more than merely a successful business man.

A reading man, he has aWays been partial to works on nature

and philosophy. To this he has added a fondness for travel. These

things have kept him not only in touch with nature, but in sjnnpathy

with his fellowmen, and he himself admits that such failures as have

come to him in life have been the result of his confidence in his

fellowmen; but he adds emphatically that he would not change that

disposition for all it has cost. He believes that an essential ingredient

in obtaining success in business is consideration for those with whom
you are dealing, fairness and a certain measure of humility. Air.

Dickey rather stresses this point of humility. He thinks that man
is mistaken who tries to take advantage by deceiving himself into

the belief that his methods are better than those of any one else, and

that we should recognize the fact that others are equally as alert-

minded as ourselves, and have equally as good intentions. Politically

he is an adherent of the Democratic party, but does not take an

active part in political life. In a social way he holds membership
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CHARLES HERMAN DICKEY 59

in the Phi Gamma Delta college fraternity, and in the Maryland, the

Merchants and the Baltimore Country clubs, of Baltimore; the

Algonquin Club, of Boston; the Lotos, of New York and the Lambs.

On November 8, 1882, Mr. Dickey married Miss Araminta

Fendall Duvall. Of his marriage there are six children.

At the second annual meeting of the American Gas Institute, held

in Washington, D. C., in October, 1907, Mr. Dickey delivered an

address on the “Obligations Imposed by the Possession of a Fran-

chise,^^ which address so clearly shows the workings of his mind, and

was such a strong analysis of the question under discussion, that it

is proper to refer to it, even though it must be done briefly. To begin

with, Mr. Dickey recognized very clearly, that rights granted by
franchise come only by the operation of law, and exist solely by sover-

eign grant from the people, in whom the power rests. They are

privileges, and carry with them an obligation to the common-
wealth which grants them, as well as an obligation from the com-

monwealth. Mr. Dickey showed that the possession of a franchise

did not grant the corporation any power outside of that specifically

designated, and that each corporation should live rigidly within its

rights as defined by the franchise. He recognized the duty which

the holders of the franchise owed to the public, and that this duty

was to be performed by a proper use, and a proper use only of the

powers granted. He quoted a distinguished authority to the effect

that the powers whose burdens in every time past have produced a

policy of discontent and led to revolution, have been social, and not

political. Mr. Dickey laid down the cardinal principle, for public

service corporations, that the people must he treated justly. After

enlarging upon that point, he used a paragraph which is worth

quoting bodily, to this effect: “The rights of the corporation clearly

do not come before the rights of the people. No announcement
should be made of curtailment of service, in order that dividends

must first be paid before the public has been served; because the pur-

chase of any property carries with it the obligations as imposed by
the franchise; and by taking the people into its confidence, with the

understanding that every effort will be made to build up for their

benefit, there will be cooperation and support which can be gained
in no other manner.” Further on he used these words: “W’'e must
not live too close to the letter of the Itiw. We must not draw the

lines too tight nor too fast, without giving due consideration to the
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WILLIAM BENJAMIN BAKER

Nearing the three-score-ten mark, the Honorable William

Benjamin Baker, of Aberdeen, can look back upon a long

life of large usefulness to his generation. He comes of a

family settled for generations past in that section of Maryland.

The Bakers came from England in the colonial period, and branches

of the family settled all over the country from Maine to Georgia.

No branch of the family has contributed better citizens to the country

than this Maryland branch which settled in Harford County. It

would take a large volume to recite the work of the various distin-

guished representatives of the Baker family in the last four or five

generations; but one of the most picturesque characters in our history

may not be overlooked. Remember Baker, born in Connecticut

about 1740, became a soldier in the old French and English wars

before he was eighteen years old. At the conclusion of the old

French war he settled in Vermont and built the first grist mill in what
was then known as the New Hampshire grants. After defending

the rights of the citizens against what he regarded as the aggressions

of New York, he was outlawed by the Governor of New York and
suffered much ill treatment. He was second in command to Ethan
Allen at Ticonderoga in 1775; became captain of scouts later on in

that campaign, and was killed by the Indians near St. Johns later

in the year, when he was about thirty-five years old. In those brief

years he had acquired a reputation which extended over all the

northern colonies as a man of great resource in danger, of unlimited

daring,—a devoted patriot, and one who, had his life been spared,

would have risen to high station. As it is, he is one of the most
picturesque figures in our history.

William B. Baker's family have been settled in Harford County,

Maryland, for generations. His grandfather, Nicholas Baker, w'as

born in that county. His father was George W. Baker, who married

Elizabeth Greenland, of a Pennsylvania family. George W. Baker
was one of the earlier representatives ^of that industry which has

reached its greatest development in Maryland—the canning of fruits
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WILLIAM BENJAMIN BAKER

and vegetables and oysterSj and this industry seems to have been

a favorite one in the family. John H. Baker, an uncle of the subject

of this sketch, was more than fifty years ago prominent in the public

life of Maryland and served in the House of Delegates in 1858.

Baker was born near Aberdeen on July 22, 1840. He says that

even as a bey, his tastes ran along political lines. Evidently his

father was a wise man, for the boy was required to do a certain

amount of work around his father’s cannery. After passing through

the private and public schools of Harford County, and arriving at

manhood, he took up the work of a farmer and remained engaged

in that occupation near Aberdeen until he was thirty-two years old.

He then entered the canning business, drawn into it because of the

fact that it was his father’s business; and this has remained his chief

business interest from that time to the present. In his business he

has had a large measure of success, and now conducts one of the

largest canneries in that section, the chief product being corn. Inci-

dental to this, it may be stated that at one time there were five Baker

brothers engaged in the canning business in Cecil and Harford coun-

ties, each on his own account.

Republican in his political affiliations, Mr. Baker has always

taken a very keen interest in public affairs. A man of much personal

popularity, he first entered public life in 1881, when he was elected to

the house of delegates, defeating Murray Vandiver, one of the Demo-
cratic leaders of Maryland. This was in itself enough to give him

strong position in political life. Eighteen hundred and ninety-three

found him again in the general assembly as a member of the

State Senate. His reputation by this time had grown to such an

extent, that his party nominated and elected him a member of the

Federal Congress in 1894. He was reelected in 1896, and again in

1898, serving the full three terms, and declined nomination for the

fourth term. He was then for a brief space out of office; but in

1905, he was again elected to the State Senate. He served two

terms, and in both terms he was the choice of his party for Presi-

dent of the Senate; but his party being in the minority, the only

result of this was to make him the leader of the minority. The

political career of Mr, Baker recalls the career of many of our

earlier public men. It was no uncommon thing in the first fifty

years of the life of the republic to find men who had filled the most

exalted positions later serving their constituents in what appeared
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to be small positions. President Madison, after his retirement

from office, cheerfully served as a road overseer. President John

Quincy Adams, after his retirement from the Presidency, served

as a member of the Federal Congress. In the earlier years in the

Southern States, it was no uncommon thing to find ex-United States

Senators in the general assembly or serving as county commissioners.

This is as it should be in a democracy. No man should be too big

to serve in any useful capacity,—and the bigger the man, the more

useful his services in these positions, which not of the highest as men
judge, yet have in them the elements of the highest usefulness. It

is very much, therefore, to Mr. Baker’s credit that he has at all times

stood ready to serve his constituents in any capacity where they

needed him.

He has been somewhat of a financier outside of his own immediate

business. In 1891 he helped to organize the First National Bank of

Aberdeen, and was also one of the organizers of the First National

Bank of Havre de Grace.

Mr. Baker attends the Methodist Church; is very partial to out-

door exercises, in which he indulges freely, especially walking; and

is a vigorous man, his years considered. In fraternal circles, he is

a Mason and Odd Fellow. In the great order of Odd Fellows, he

has a remarkable record, having served the Aberdeen Lodge as its

secretary for thirty-seven years. He has been honored by his breth-

ren in that fraternity, and is now a Past Grand Master of Mary-
land.

In looking back over his public career, Mr. Baker takes special

pleasure in the fact that while in Congress he was able to give strong

support to the extension of the rural free delivery system, and secured

very substantial help for the improvement of the w'aterways of his

State. He can well congratulate himself on this work, because he

could have rendered no more useful service.

As stated in the beginning of this sketch, it may be repeated in

the conclusion: Mr. Baker has had an active, a successful, a useful

and patriotic life. It is pleasant to be able to say that he has also

won not only the confidence, but the personal esteem of the people

whom he has tried so faithfully to serve.





REUBEN FOSTER

I
T sometimes happens in this busy commercial age in which we

live, when everybody is in a hurry, v.*hen the daily papers, the

telegraphs, the telephone, automobiles and airships keep people

on the qui mve ,—that some unassuming and quiet man is brought into

the public light and his neighbors wake up to the realization of the

fact that he has for many years been contributing valuable services

to the community, without in any way blowing his own trumpet.

Such a man is Reuben Foster, of Baltimore, for forty-one years

president of the Chesapeake Steamship Company, who retired from

that position on October 1, 1909. The editorial comment made in the

Baltimore American of September 14, 1909, was an entirely just

tribute to a man who has never held political position; has never

desired notoriety; and whose whole life has been a record of faithful

devotion to the duties of the responsible positions wRich he has

filled.

Reuben Foster was born October 28, 1839, at Cape May, New
Jersey. His parents were Downs E. and Ann Lawrence Foster.

He came from a long line of colonial and Revolutionary ancestry,

his first paternal American ancestor having come to New England in

1635. iMr. Foster was educated at the common schools in his own
county, and later at a business college in Philadelphia. At an early

age he went West, but remained only a short time, returning at the

outbreak of the Civil War to enlist as a volunteer in the L^nion armj*.

He entered the 25th Regiment of New Jersey Volunteers as a private,

and as the result of successive promotions, in nine months became

first lieutenant.

Returning from the field, he first appears in connection with trans-

portation work in 18G8, when he took charge of the old York River

Steamboat Company, which operated two side-wheeled steamers

between Baltimore and West Point, Virginia, each with a capacity

of seventy-five passengers and 150 tons of freight.

Though this was only forf^’-two years ago, the present day pala-

tial steamers show what a tremendous advancement has been made
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in this one generation. After a time, the old company was con-

solidated -with the Powhatan Steamboat Company, then operating

between Baltimore and Richmond. Later these companies were

absorbed by the Baltimore, Chesapeake and Richmond Steamboat

Company, which was incorporated in 1874 under the laws of Mary-
land with a capitalization of $250,000. Among the original incor-

porators were Thomas Clyde of Philadelphia, Washington Booth,

William Callow and Mr. Foster. In 1900 the present Chesapeake

Steamship Company was incorporated under the laws of Maryland
with a capital of $1,000,000, the incorporators being Henry Walters,

B. F. Newcomer, Reuben Foster, Skipwith Wilmer and Reuben
Carl Foster, all of Baltimore.

In the meantime, since he went as president in 1868 with the

old York River Company, with its two little steamboats and its

capital of $50,000, Mr. Foster has maintained his position as president

of the original company and all the succeeding companies. The
Chesapeake Company took over the property of these different

companies; operated the old lines; and in 1896 opened up an addi-

tional line to Old Point and Norfolk, popularly known as the “Chesa-

peake Line.''

The company owns extensive terminals at Light and Lee Streets,

with six modern and splendidly equipped vessels built especially

to handle the steadily increasing business between Baltimore and
the South. Under the management of Mr. Foster, since 1874 the

passenger traffic has increased eight hundred per cent; the freight

traffic nine hundred per cent; and there has been a reduction of fifty

per cent in rates.

Mr. Foster was for many years identified with the Richmond
and Danville Railroad System, an important trunk line extending

from Washington 3520 miles through the Southern States. In 1892

he was appointed one of the receivers of that system, and served as

such until the property was, in 1896, reorganized as the Southern

Railway.

This is a business record in which any man might take pride.

But this is not all. No native born Baltimorean could have taken

a keener interest in the welfare of the State than Mr. Foster has

done. When Baltimore was visited in 1904 by a disastrous fire, which

caused great loss and called for the prompt action of the city’s public-

spirited men in the rehabilitation of Baltimore, Mr. Foster was
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70 REUBEN FOSTER

included among the loyal citizens appointed by J\Iayor McLane on

the emergency committee, and was later one of the burnt district

commissioners. He served as a member of the commission to repre-

sent the State of Maryland at the Pan-American Exposition at

Buffalo; the Charleston Exposition and the Jamestown Ter-Cen-

tennial Exposition.

Mr. Foster, who is the first vice-president of the Merchants and

Manufacturers Association; vice-president for Maryland in the

Atlantic Deeper Waterways Association, and delegate from Balti-

more to the National Rivers and Harbors Congress, has always

regarded the South as Baltimore’s natural trade market, and has

heartily advocated and taken an active interest in anything that

would contribute to the development of that market.

He is a director of the Citizens National Bank; a member of

the Society of the Mayflower Descendants; of the Sons of the Revo-

lution, and of the Military Order of the Loyal Legion. He is a staunch

Presbyterian, having for a number of years filled the position of

chairman of the Board of Trustees of the Northminster Presbyterian

Church. He is also director in the Boy’s Home Society; the Balti-

more Manual Labor School and various other charitable institutions.

Although not a club man, yet he is a member of the Maryland Club;

the Merchants Club and the Baltimore Country Club.

In social intercourse, Mr. Foster is a man of much cheerfulness

—

cordial and democratic in manner, sincere in his speech and is

universally liked by those who have the pleasure of his acquaint-

ance.

His success has been honestly won along strictly legitimate

lines. He is of constructive temperament—a builder-up, with no

element of the speculator in his composition, and is as far removed

from the stock-jobber as the poles are apart. The condition of his

company when he turned it over to his successor illustrates thoroughly

his methods. No floating and no bonded debt tells the story. His

high place in the public esteem has been won by merit, and he took

with him into the well-earned rest of private life the best wishes of

that public which he has served so faithfully.

In 1866 iMr. Foster married Sarah L. Hand, of Cape May, New
Jersey, and they have had four sons: E. Edmunds Foster, of Balti-

more; Arthur D. Foster, of Baltimore; Reuben Carll Foster, who
died in 1908; and Frederick Foster, of Boston.
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REUBEN FOSTER 71

Foster is an ancient English name, derived from an occupation.

When men first began to take surnames, foresters who had the care

of the public and royal forests and those owned by large land owners,

constituted an important class in the community; and so the family

name of Forester came into existence. In the Middle English period,

many of these families shortened their name into Forster; ,and in

the fourteenth century there occurred a further elision into Foster.

All three names, however, are yet found in Great Britain and Amer-

ica, though the modern name of Foster is most numerous. It will

be seen that the name originated in a useful and honorable occupa-

tion, and to the credit of Reuben Foster be it said, he has by a long

life of honorable service added prestige to an honorable name.
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WILLIAM SIMON

Doctor william SIMON, Ph.D., of Baltimore, is what

the late Thomas Carlyle would have called in his picturesque

English, a “heaven-born teacher.” Doctor Simon is a

native of Germany, born at Eberstadt, near Giessen, in Hesse, Feb-

ruary 20, 1844. His parents were the Reverend William and Agnes

Simon. His father was a Lutheran minister, an impressive preacher,

and a strong lecturer. For two hundred years, on both sides of the

family, appear many Lutheran clergymen, some of whom were

prominent as writers and as professors of theology.

Fond of study, at the early age of eight his health broke down
through excessive work over the Latin language. He was partial

to nature in all of its creations,—plants, animals, fossils and insects,

—

and was encouraged in these by wise counsel. He attended the

college of Giessen, and the first intention of the family was that he

should follow his father’s calling; but his interest in natural sciences

was such that he was finally permitted to take up chemistry as a pro-

fession. Before attending the university, he served for a time with

an old family friend who was an accomplished druggist, in order to

acquire practical knowledge. As pharmacist he then spent a year

in Switzerland, devoting much time to the study of the flora of the

Alps. In 1866 he returned to the university and took up the study

of pharmacy graduating as pharmacist, in 1868. From 1868 to 1870

he pursued the study of chemistry, and graduated as Doctor of

Philosophy in 1869. Doctor Simon says: “If I should name any

book alongside of those of a professional nature, I would mention

A. Von Humboldt’s Cosmos, the pages of which were both my
delight and my stimulant during many years.”

After his graduation. Doctor Simon was appointed assistant

demonstrator of chemistry in the University of Giessen. At that

period of his life, he was particularly fortunate in the character of

the instructors into whose hands he fell, and so feels a strong sense

of gratitude to those able and faithful men, of whom he mentions

Doctor Otto Buchner; Professor Henry Will, chemist; H. Bull,

physicist; A. Strong, mineralogist; and A. Hofman, botanist.
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His education was not obtained without difhculties. His father

died when he was but seven 3^ears old, and his mother was left with

three children to educate, and a small pension as her only income.

This made it necessary that the youth should obtain his education

in the least expensive wa^^, and this was partly the reason for his

services in the drug store, where, while obtaining knowledge he was

furnished with his board as a compensation for service. During

his years of study at the university, his expenses were covered in

part by giving private lessons.

In 1870 the Baltimore Chro.me Works offered him the position

of leading chemist in the factory. This was a good opening, and was

accepted; but before he could cross the water the Franco-Prussian

war broke out. Unwilling at this time to turn his back on his native

country he volunteered in a sanitary corps, and was at once appointed

chief. He was active in the great struggle around Metz, and after

the battle of Sedan, which decided the war, he asked for and received

his discharge, and left for America, arriving in Baltimore in Novem-
ber, 1870, and taking up his duties with the Baltimore Chrome Works.
At the close of the war he was given a medal of honor by the German
government for his valuable services during the campaign.

Notwithstanding the strong position which Baltimore has

always occupied as a medical center, and therefore to some extent

as a center for instruction in natural philosophy, there were many
shortcomings in a practical way; and in 1871 Doctor Simon w’as the

pioneer in establishing in Baltimore a laboratory for instruction in

practical chemistr>u This undertaking, at first a private venture,

soon became a department of the Mar^dand College of Pharmac>%

which institution w^as the third one south of Mason’s and Dixon’s

line to give instruction in analytical and practical chemistry, and

which he served as professor of chemistry for more than thirty years,

being now professor emeritus.

In 1878 be was elected professor of chemistry in the College of

Physicians and Surgeons, and in 1889 in the Baltimore College of

Dental Surger>". His reputation as an analytical chemist steadily

grew, but was completel}^ overshadow'cd by his ability as a teacher.

Doctor Simon says: ‘‘If I have any claim for having done some good

in this world, it is as a teacher. More than ten thousand >'oung men
(physicians, pharmacists, dentists and chemists) have come under

my personal instruction, and it is at this time of my life a great
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76 WILLIAM SmON

satisfaction to know that many of my former pupils fill to-day posi-

tions of honor, not only in this country, but all over the civilized

world. Many of them are famed as teachers and scholars in colleges

and universities, as writers and investigators, in examination boards,

and in scientific corps of the U. S. government.'^

He served as chairman of the section of chemistry and physics

in the Maryland Academy of Science for a period of three years, and

is a member of numerous scientific societies in this country and

Europe, such as the American Association for the Advancement of

Science, the American Chemical Society, the American Pharmaceu-

tical Association, and the Deutsche Chemische Gesellschaft. He
has served as president of the Maryland Pharmaceutical Association,

and chairman of the Educational Section of the American Pharmaceu-

tical Association.

In politics. Doctor Simon is an independent. He rather prides

himself on the fact that he has voted for President eight times, and

never lost a vote. In religion, he adheres to the faith of his fathers,

and is a member of the Lutheran church. He has always been partial

to outdoor exercises, the forest and the mountains being dear to him.

On May 13, 1873, Doctor Simon married Miss Paula, daughter

of F. Driver, Superintendent of the Schools of Oldenburg, Germany.

The only child of this marriage has passed away.

Doctor Simon is right in his own judgment of his w^ork. A
chemist of the first rank, his usefulness in the world has been as a

teacher, and in that direction he has not been surpassed by an}^ man
of his time. He is the author of a Manual of Chemistry which has

run through nine editions, has constantly increased in popularity,

and now occupies a place at the head of the text books on chemistry

offered the students of medicine and pharmacy. Its use is not con-

fined to this country, but it is found as a textbook as far away as

the Syrian Protestant College in Beyrout, Syria, and as an auxiliary

textbook in Tokio, Japan. In addition to this great work he has

made many contributions to the professional journals, and in 1886

took out a patent on an improved method for the manufacture of

potassium bichromate. Not yet an old man, he has lived to see the

most abundant fruits of his labors, and to win a large measure of

respect and affection from the people of his adopted country,whom
he has served so faithfully.
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JOHN FRANCIS BLEDSOE

This is a very old world, counting its age by thousands of

years, instead of centuries; and yet, notwithstanding its

age, it was only one hundred and twenty-five years ago

that Valentine Hauy founded the first school for the blind, in Paris,

in 1785, and invented the first embossed books for the blind. Eng-

land followed in 1791; Austria in 1804; Prussia in 1806. The Euro-

pean schools were based on the idea of charity. The American

schools are based on the idea that our blind children have as much
right to an education at the hands of the state, as those who see.

The first school for the blind in the United States was founded in

Boston, Massachusetts, in 1829. Since that date, now eighty-one

years ago, they have spread into every State of the Union.

The subject of this sketch, John Francis Bledsoe, now the efficient

superintendent of the Maryland School for the Blind in Baltimore,

is at the head of the school which dates back to 1853. The early

years were years of small growth and small accomplishment. Faith-

ful men did their best, but it was in a comparatively early day, and

the things that are now done were not more than dreamed of by
those men. Between 1853 and 1864—eleven years—the school had

three superintendents. In 1864 Frederick D. Morrison was in-

induced to take charge, and the remaining forty years of his life

were spent in that work. The splendid capacity and energy which

he put into the work was productive of large results; and when his

lamented death occurred, in 1904, the directors appointed his son,

George C. Morrison, as his successor. In the meantime a young
man, a native of Alabama, had been for several years in charge of

the colored department; and Mr. George C. Morrison, although

profoundly interested in the work, after a brief two years’ term,

resigned, both on account of his business interests, and also because,

in his own w’ords, he “wanted to make room for a better man.” That
man whom he characterized as a “better man” was John F. Bledsoe,

the subject of this sketch.
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JOHN FRANCIS BLEDSOE

Mr. Bledsoe was born in Camp Hill, Tallapoosa County, Ala-

bama; youngest son of John F. and Mary U. (Birdsong) Bledsoe.

His father, the Reverend John F. Bledsoe, was a minister and a

teacher. For many years, he was president of LaFayette Female

College. Has was a modest, unassuming, studious, scholarly man,

of deeply spiritual and conscientious character. , He belonged to

that Bledsoe family which was founded in Virginia by John Bledsoe

who came from England in the colonial period. Without entering

into detail of the family history, it is sufficient to say that the family

was established in Virginia in the seventeenth century, and by the

end of that century had acquired a large estate in Northumberland

County, as proven by the will of George Bledsoe as recorded July 17,

1704. Abraham, son of George, whose will was probated May 29,

1753, was the father of a famous family of sons. Aaron, one of his

sons, was a captain in Spottsylvania County, in 1766, wffien the old

French War was raging. Anthony, another son, was commissioned

a captain of the colonial troops about 1774, and served in that capacity

in the continental army. Isaac was a private in Dunmore’s war and

subsequent Indian wars. Abraham was an ensign in Captain David

Long^s company. These Bledsoes bore a notable part in the opening

up of Tennessee and Kentucky. Captain Anthony, above referred

to, and his brother Isaac settled in what is now Sumner County,

Tennessee, and were leaders in that section. They were the most

intimate friends of James Robertson, the father of Aliddle Tennessee;

and their untimely deaths at the hands of the savages were deeply

deplored by the valiant pioneer. Both of them ranked with Robert-

son among the early settlers, and in later years their burial places have

been marked by the citizens of Sumner County wdth a stately monu-
ment in commemoration of their splendid services. Abraham,
another brother, was a noted hunter in the early days of Tennessee.

Jesse Bledsoe, wffio became United States Senator from Kentucky,

was a cousin of these. A long list of the Bledsoes and the Bledsoe

descendants has been made by the historian of Sumner County,

Tennessee, which gives some faint idea of the family.

The most noted man in all the generations of the Bledsoes was

Albert Taylor Bledsoe; born in Kentucky in 1809; died in Baltimore

in 1877. He was colonel in the Confederate army, and acting assis-

tant secretary of war. He served as professor of mathematics in the

universities of Mississippi and Virginia. Later he was editor of
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JOHN FRANCIS BLEDSOE 81

“The Southern Review.’^ Some of his famous books, like “The
Philosophy of Mathematics;’’ “Was Jeff. Davis a Traitor?” and
“Liberty and Slavery,” are among the greatest contributions

ever made to the literature of any country. Doctor Bledsoe as a

thinker was probably equal to any man our country ever produced.

In his life he was as simple as a child and was for many years a local

Methodist preacher.

It would be of exceeding interest if the story of Mr. John F. Bled-

soe’s early life could be written in detail, and would be most inspiring

to any of our young men who want to get an education and find the

way rough. We can only touch upon a few spots in his recollections.

The youngest child, he used to sit at his mother’s knee, after doing

the little chores which fell to his lot, such as bringing in the wood,

minding the calves, driving the cows to and from pasture; and sitting

thus in the evening he would dream of the time when he would become

“a storekeeper.” But, in spite of this dream and this exalted ambition,

he was an active healthy boy and took interest in the sports of boys.

His father being a minister, and, as he says, “therefore in moderate

circumstances,” they had to make the most of their own toys; so they

would manufacture a wagon out of logs and yoke up the calves to

the wagon. They had the wholesome amusements of country

children, with plenty of swimming and fishing. Coupled with these

was a certain modicum of tasks w^hich they had to perform and do

well; and this Mr. Bledsoe looks back upon as one of his most val-

uable experiences. He early learned to know and appreciate the

self-sacrifice of his mother, and he repaid that self-sacrifice with the

most unlimited devotion. He recalls in his intellectual inspiration

that, w^hile it perhaps came more from his father, yet he w^as much
helped by the pride his mother took in it, and the encouragement

she gave. His father died when he was but sixteen. The boy at

that time had only a measure of education, but was not afraid of

work. He went to live wfith an older brother; paid his board by such

help as he could do around the place, and earned the twenty-five

dollars—cost of tuition for a term in school—by cutting and hauling

ten cords of w’ood to the railroad
;
and he recalls now the keen pleasure

he experienced when he got that tw^enty-five dollars. At the end of

the term, he stood an examination, got a third-grade teacher’s certifi-

cate, and took up a little school near where his father had preached

and was buried. He admits that the school was secured because
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82 JOHN FRANCIS BLEDSOE

he was the son of his father. The loliowing year, he secured a larger

school; but just at this moment his sister, with a family of six children

lost her husband; and so he cut out his aspirations for more education,

and turned to the help of the sister who had been helpful to him.

At the end of that year, he turned to the life long friend of his father,

J. H. Johnson, who was at that time probate judge of the county,

and laid his case before him. Judge Johnson wrote in return: “Go
to college and draw on me for what you need.” The lad insured his

life for two thousand dollars and went to college, remaining three

years, working during the summer vacations to help pay expenses.

At the end of this three years’ course, he was in debt over a thous-

and dollars, for which he gave his notes bearing eight per cent.

He had decided to become a teacher, and had asked Professor

George W. Macon, the boys’ friend in the faculty, to give him aid in

securing a position. The professor called him into his office one

day and told him the superintendent of the State school for the deaf

had asked him to recommend a graduate to become a Fellow at

Gallaudet College at Washington, D. C., to learn to teach the deaf.

The fellowship paid five hundred a year, which would cover expenses

and required an obligation to teach the deaf at least three years after

one year’s training. After due consideration of this entirely new and,

to him, novel proposition, he decided to accept it; but he had not

the money even to get to Washington on; so again he had to fill in

the summer vacation by teaching, before he could go to Washington.

The story of that summer vacation trip is a most entertaining one,

but space does not permit its use. Sufficient to say, after a very

hard trip into the back country, and use of quite a little bit of diplo-

macy, he secured the school, for which he received one hundred dol-

lars and went to Washington. After his year’s work in Washington,

he accepted a position in the State school for the deaf of Alabama,

located at Talladega, and taught there for five years. At the end of

this time, in 1898, JMr. Bledsoe was chosen principal of the depart-

ment for colored blind and deaf of the ^Maryland School for the Blind,

and took up work in Baltimore in the fall of 1898.

On July 1, 1899, he married Miss Fannie I. Leonard, a native

of Boston, who had been a teacher in Alabama School for the Blind,

also located at Talladega. Their married life was short. She dieil

in January, 1900.

For six years he worked alone, and while carrying on the work



h»oi

"“!w

iitlT

.., .. S8.--5'
D'.A

ey' !o 5d>'&w^

'

,/W;

Snoca&m M 5#^

»ii^ lO.'^d |j^

m
'&i mW’''Ui;^mj^tJfm' "etfeat

’ '* 'wA - ' *' "' " ‘ '•'^

feirf io| ,trtissfw^^

bii&hl’ ’er^Gf} t'aG5aM''^f#;|

jTOsI SI'f.O »<1 ^aoJsayaaW'ia agsiloO, ^f^tiafiiO'^-'

A kmbmd &rd bmq

m^(lli^iafl(>o, m/b

f^ &$
' ^0f 'o^ m^/»

a-^fei':<^t4w ’imxmrn

^id abjdf sdt oajilt<^ifij

R
M&f;^biiad<.€«ito -dmdrf loFiIracBs:^

AipaiA I6**3adb'»a«il ioij,toofc®$i^ii'8 C)4l ai tmiiimyq m

’"W >at»9f%*^ti iK>i ai9/ll'‘i%wr? bim ,iiK9fci5i?RT ia

*}di"lo UqioffUq 09«oib^a67/ »OBW6i^il4. iii j||;
i;^^bai'lH ad'jr tdl Milo fo0a.'bflikl,:,b9ioloo |C‘'

2' liaV-.fdf ai' £il\3l^(i^ '

£ ,bian.oM'f<»I''iw^ bohiB'cn M' »§<38'l/ ti’

^

odJ loi lood^ am^ckM «i I5»irfafl94 i aaotl hittd od^^no^iiQ^liqi

:S,«Wb 9i(8 .jtorfff c'l'wrfK b-^rn/iin liudT '".jBasbisfkrr la tv»t|»i»l'o«i»,

., '&,!. ' jr;.,.^
^ '

.5.
, fjg^l

*7-

. '5S
^

V |7 '.’'*
i'^'^i.; ':,y^ -

*vv»\»a
y

aicm odj ao saixti«» baa ,»sola b^ihowM am'^x

-K-w-



JOHN FRANCIS BLEDSOE 83

of his department in the school for the blind, Mr. Bledsoe took a

course at Johns Hopkins University covering a period of four years,

leading to the degree of Ph.D. He took for his thesis: “The Educa-

tion of the Blind in America,” which he has never published. One
year previous to the completion of the full course of university

studies pressure of the work in connection with his new duties, com-

pelled him to discontinue. In the spring of 1906, when Mr. George

C. Morrison resigned from the superintendency, Mr. Bledsoe was
elected unanimously as superintendent of the Maryland School for

the Blind, which position he has since filled, not only with fidelity,

but with distinction, and is now a recognized authority in that de-

partment of humanitarian work.

In the spring of 1906, he married the second time, Mrs. Harriet

Edna Krebs (nee Seal). They have two little ones: John Francis,

Junior, and Virginia Leonard Bledsoe.

For much of the literature connected with the school since Doctor

Bledsoe^s connection with it, he has been responsible. He has taken

a profound interest and an active part in organizing the Maryland
Workshop for the Blind, an association of blind men and women in

the State, and has been constant in energetic work for arousing an

interest among all the people looking to improving the condition of

the blind. He strives constantly for the broadening of the work,

including the development of present institutions, and hopes later

to see proper provision made for the aged and infirm blind. The
present institution is a perfect marvel to those who have not seen the

work done by blind people in modern schools
;
and even after seeing

it, one cannot but wonder at the marvelous results which have been

obtained through the fidelity and patience of those kindly-hearted

men and women who have devoted themselves to this w'ork.

Mr. Bledsoe has found his true vocation in life, and it may almost

be regarded as providential, that little opening which changed the

course of his life from the direction of a classical teacher to that of

teacher of the blind.

He holds membership in the Baptist Church; in the American

Association of Workers for the Blind; American Association of

Instructors of the Deaf, and the IMaryland Association of Workers
for the Blind.

As a college boy, he played foot ball and base ball. He is yet

very fond of fishing; and in his taste for indoor exercises, he prefers
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84 JOHN FRANCIS BLEDSOE

bowling. He has encouraged the introduction of athletics among
the blind, and v/as instrumental in organizing the American Ath-

letic Association of Schools for the Blind. Politically, he is identi-

fied with the Democratic party
;
but he exercises the privilege of vot-

ing for the best men regardless of the party, especially in local affairs.

He is a member of the Sigma Nu college fraternity, and helped to

reorganize the Iota Chapter in Howard College, and the Alumni

Chapter of Baltimore.

Yet a young man who has made a pronounced success in life,

not especially along material lines, but in those higher things which

mean most for the country’s welfare, he is a thoughtful student of

conditions and of men. Asked to give suggestions to young x\meri-

cans starting in life, he makes a brief summary which is worth study-

ing. He puts the church first. Evidently he thinks it well for a young

man to anchor himself from the start. Studiousness comes high up

upon his list
;
and for the rest, we quote his own words :

“ Do the next

thing.” “Avoid the use of liquor and tobacco, at least until matu-

rity.” “Be willing to do any kind of work that is honorable.” “Be
courteous and careful as to the feelings of others.”
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ALEXANDER HUGH McCORMlCK

Rear admiral Alexander hugh mcCORMick,
of Annapolis, United States Navy, retired, is a citizen of

Maryland, of Scotch-Irish descent. The name appears in

Scotland under the form of McCormack, and in Ireland under the form

oi McCormick.

Admiral McCormick was born in the District of Columbia on

the 9th day of May, 1842. His father, Alexander McCormick, was

a lawyer of strong character, who served as assistant private secre-

tary to President Fillmore. His mother was Eliza Van Horn. So

Admiral McCormick unites strains of Scotch-Irish and Dutch blood

in his person. On the paternal side of the family, his earliest known
ancestor in this country was his grandfather, who came from Ire-

land in 1790 and settled in Frederick, Maryland. His maternal

great grandfather, Joshua Beall, came from Scotland, and settled

near Beltsyille, ]\Iaryland. In the maternal line, one of his great-

grandfathers was a colonel of the Maryland troops in the Revolu-

tionary War, and his maternal grandfather, William Van Horn,

represented the fifth ^laryland district in the Federal Congress.

Admiral McCormick’s early years were spent in the country,

and in those youthful years he was very partial to both hunting and

reading, his favorite reading being along historical lines. His mother

died when he was an infant, and he thus missed what is usually the

best influence in a boy’s life. From the preparatory school and acad-

emy at Bladensburg, ^Maryland, he entered the Naval Academy at

Annapolis, Maryland, in 1859. In 1861 he was graduated from the

Naval Academy, and began active life as an officer of the navy in

the same year. He entered the navy during the greatest war in his-

tory, and from 1861 to 1865 was in active service on the Atlantic

coast. In 1866 he was made an instructor of mathematics at the

Naval Academy—a very high compliment to so young an officer.

He served in that capacity for three years, when he was detailed to

the Lancaster, and served on the Brazil station from 1869 to 1872.

Eighteen hundred and seventy-two found him again in the Naval
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86 ALEXANDER HUGH MCCORMICK

Academy, as head of the Department of Navigation. He served in

that capacity three years. In 1875 he was detailed to the Pensacola

on the Pacific station, and in ] 876 was promoted commander. From
1877 to 1881, he v/as assistant to the chief of the Bureau of Ordnance,

and from 1881 to 1885 he commanded the Essex in a cruise around

the world. He was then made inspector of ordnance at the navy

yard at Washington, and served four years, until 1889, when he was

transferred in the same capacity to New York, and served there until

1892. In 1892 he was promoted captain and placed in command of

the Lancaster on the Asiatic station, where he remained until 1894,

when he was made captain of the Norfolk navy yard. He held the

captaincy of the Norfolk navy yard until January, 1898, when he

was detailed to the command of the famous battleship Oregon,

which he held from January to March, 1898. He was then compelled

to go on sick leave, on account of continued ill health, which kept

him out of the active campaign of that year, and he thus missed

being in command of the Oregon during that splendid run from the

Pacific coast to Cuba. He was able to take up active duty in Octo-

ber, 1898, and was made commandant of the navy yard at Wash-

ington, which post he filled until March, 1900. In the meanwhile,

in 1899, he had been promoted rear admiral, and on the 26th of

March, 1900, Avas retired at his own request from active service,

after forty years of service.

Admiral McCormick published in 1880 an ordnance gunnery

drill book, this representing his only excursion into the literary field,

and that being something pertaining particularly to his own profes-

sion, of which he is such a distinguished officer.

He has never been particularly active in club life, but holds

membership in the United States Naval Academy Club. Since 1879

he has been a communicant of the Protestant Episcopal church.

His favorite fofms of recreation are walking in the country, and

whist. Like all of our naval and army officers, he has never been an

active politician, but has cast his vote uniformly for the candidates

of the Democratic party. He offers as a suggestion to young men,

this thought: Be in earnest in what you undertake, and believe that

persistence, with fair ability, is worth more than brilliant intellect

without it.”

On February 9, 1864, he was married to Isabella Howard, a

family name which suggests one of the oldest families in England,
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and one of the most distinguished in America. They have had seven

children, four of whom are now living.

Admiral McCormick^s career is in respect to its chief features

like that of other naval officers. He has been peculiarly distinguished,

however, by the great amount of time he has given to the instruction

of younger officers and to work in the navy yards of the country;

though he has seen a fair share of service afloat and four years of war.

The distinguishing feature of his work has been its thoroughness,

which has characterized everything he has undertaken, and thus

made him a rear admiral at an age when a majority of naval

officers are captains. He is now enjoying his well earned leisure,

after a generation of faithful public service.
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JOSEPH CLINTON ROULETTE ^91

born in Sharpsburg, Maryland, on June 22, 1852; son of William and

Margaret A. (Miller) lioulette. His father was a farmer, served

two terms as county commissioner, and was much beloved by the

people of his district, where he was a recognized leader and the friend

of every one. The family in Maryland was founded by the great-

grandfather of Mr. Roulette; who, on coming from France, located

at the Antietam Iron Works, a community along the Chesapeake

and Ohio Canal, between Sharpsburg and Harper’s Ferry. This

was more than one hundred and fifty years ago. The first immi-

grant engaged in the iron and coke business, and his son John fol-

low'ed in his footsteps. John married; had one son William, and died

when William was four years old, and William was reared by his

aunts. When he grew up, he adopted the occupation of a farmer,

and his farm included the central part of the battlefield of Antietam.

Through the whole of that terrible battle—the hardest fought of

the Civil War—he remained in his house, though his wife and children

had been sent away. His house was used during the battle by the

Confederate sharp-shooters, who when they finally retired, respected

his request not to burn the house,—as was done with that of ^Ir.

Mumma, the only other high-placed farm house on the battlefield.

The corner of their property is now occupied by the observatory

built by the Federal Government. This farm was originally granted

to the noted Thomas Cresap by the Land office of Maryland in 1748,

and came through different purchasers to William Roulette in 1858.

Joseph Clinton Roulette w*as a healthy boy, fond of sw'imming

and outdoor sports
;
and as he grew into manhood took part in country

tournaments and other pleasures of his neighbourhood. He remained

on the farm until he was twenty-one years old, and he looks back on

that farm training as the most valuable of his life, because it taught

him regular habits, regular hours, and gave him wholesome work in

the open air. He was fortunate in his mother, a w'oman of most lov-

able character, and exceedingly charitable. She exerted a most pow'er-

ful influence, not only upon her immediate family, but also upon the

neighbors, and no needy soul ever w^ent away empty from her door.

The lad attended the ordinary country schools, and when he was
seventeen years old his father gave him a fine colt. He raised the

colt and kept it until he arrived at the age of twTiity-one, when he

sold it, took the money and w^ent to Locustdale Academy, near Cul-

peper, Virginia, where he spent a five months’ term upon the pro-
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ceeds of the sale. His reading in youth and through life has been

distinctly of the practical sort. He has always been partial to the

“Scientific American and similar publications. Anything bearing

upon the science of business has for him an attraction.

His first experience in business was as a clerk in a drug store at

Boonsboro for six months. From that place he moved to Hagers-

town and worked for his board one year in a drug store. The second

year he received one hundred dollars for his services. The young

man had by that time proved what was in him, and his employer,

Mr. M. L. Byers, gave him an interest in the business. He con-

tinued at that two years, and then engaged in the grocery business,

in which he remained ten years. But he had larger ambitions; pre-

ferred a manufacturing line, and wanted a bigger field, so finally in

1888, he made the plunge, and, entirely without experience, and with

but little capital, he started upon and developed a new business,

the manufacture of “ladies’ Swiss-ribbed goods.” That was twenty-

two years ago. The little factory of twenty-two years ago, with its

four work-people sounds rather small alongside of the tremendous

modern and thoroughly-equipped plant with its six hundred opera-

tives. While developing his business from a manufacturing point,

he developed his own method of selling goods, and his entire output

goes to twelve of the largest jobbers in the United States. No selling

agents or sales manager is required,—the goods go direct from the

factory to these big jobbers without any expense for placing them.

Evidently his early desire to be a manufacturer was bottomed on

the sub-conscious knowledge that he had it in him to make the venture

go. Naturally such a successful business has made much money,

and he is now reckoned as one of the wealthy men of his section.

He has served, and is serving in many public capacities, hav-

ing been Vice-president of the Hagerstown Trust Company; presi-

dent of the Civic League for beautifying and improving the city,

director in the Home Builders’ Association; vestryman in the St.

John’s Episcopal Church, and member of the city council. He has

been tendered and declined the mayoralty nomination. He has had

several honorable political propositions urged upon him, notably

nominations for comptroller of the state, as well as for governor in

1911, and twice for congressman from the Sixth District, but has per-

sistently declined to enter public life by seeking office. Some of

these outside matters have given him, after much hard work, very
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keen pleasure in their successful issue. One or two cases are notable.

Though not a member of the Merchants and Manufacturers Asso-

ciation, he was appointed chairman of the committee constituted

by that body to raise the means to build a bridge across the Poto-

mac at Williamsport, Maryland, connecting Maryland and West
Virginia. For one hundred and fifty years efforts had been made to

build a bridge at that point, but were unsuccessful. Mr. Roulette,

Hon. Thomas A. Brown and Dr. W. S. Richardson worked out the

problem and secured the building of the splendid concrete and steel

bridge at a cost of over eighty thousand dollars, which will during

the current month declare its first year’s dividend of four per cent.

As a result of this effort, his friends have dubbed him “the bridge-

builder.”

Another important matter bearing upon the improvement of

the city was to secure a new depot. This involved an enormous

amount of very hard work, as there were two railroads to be dealt

with who were not working in harmony in this direction. Finally

the efforts of the committee appointed by the mayor, of which Mr.

Roulette was chairman, prevailed, and they secured the cooperation

of the Cumberland Valley and the Western Maryland railroads in

the erection of two one hundred thousand dollar depots, which are

joined together by passageways making of them practically a union

depot. In every move for civic development, Mr. Roulette may be

counted upon to the utmost of his strength and ability, and so far

every effort he has made in that direction has been crowned with suc-

cess.’

Not content with all these activities he gave twelve years of

service to the National Guard of the State of Maryland as a lieu-

tenant of Company A of the First Regiment under Colonel H. Kyd
Douglas, and after a faithful service Mr. Roulette was breveted cap-

tain.

He is affiliated with the Masonic Lodge and Conococheague

Club of Hagerstown, a social organization. His political affiliation

is with the Republican party, and his preferred form of recreation is

automobiling.

Mr. Roulette believes that any young man of honesty, industry

good morals and energy who will use ordinarily good judgment and

untiring effort, can make a success ok his business or professional

ventures. Looking back over his own life, he acknowledges his indebt-
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94 JOSEPH CLINTON KOULETTE

edness, first to his parents, and later to his wife and children, for a

beautiful home life, and all through life he has been strengthened,

encouraged and upheld by the domestic forces which in his case have

been a power for good, and good only.

On January 18, 1877, Mr. Roulette was married to Miss Katie

L. Updegraff, daughter of William and Laura Updegraff of Hagers-

town. Of the four children born to them, three are now living, two

sons: William U. (married Miss Bessie Schindel and has four chil-

dren); George E.; and one daughter, Margaret A. (married Rev.

Henri L. Kieffer and has one daughter). His sons have grown up

active and capable young business men. They are now partners in

the firm of J. C. Roulette & Sons, and are the active managers of

the business, the (R. A. Knitting Mills), the father now acting chiefly

in an advisory capacity. The great factories which have been built

up by Mr. Roulette, which give work to six hundred of the people of

Hagerstown and Waynesboro, Pennsylvania (wKere they have a

branch factory), are models not only of industry and efficiency, but

of comfort for the w’orking people, who have ideal surroundings and

every privilege consistent with good work. Among these we desire

to suggest the complete sanitary arrangements; the emergency ward

for needs in accident or sudden illness; the nicely kept lunch room
(in which. hot coffee, etc., are furnished free); (both in charge of a

competent matron)
;
the night school in which free instructions are

given the ambitious operative; and other valuable privileges, alto-

gether evidencing an unusual spirit of kindliness and appreciation

on the part of employers.

Mr. Roulette’s public spirit does not stop with the discharge of

civic duty to the town, but extends itself to the care of the people

who work with him and for him, and this is perhaps the strongest

side of his character. There is a trace of heredity here. Historians

tell us that with the Huguenot immigration from France, the indus-

trial efficiency of that country disappeared, and that the next hun-

dred years down to the French Revolution was one of steady decay.

It is a well known historical fact that the Huguenots of France, like

the Puritans of England, or the Covenanters of Scotland, were thrifty,

industrious, honorable and kindly in their dealings with those who
worked for them. The factories of those days were small affairs,

consisting usually of the proprietor, a few workmen, and a few appren-

tices. They constituted a large, industrious and efficient family, it
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might be said. The modern factory is entirely a different matter;

but in so far as the kindly oversight of his working people is con-

cerned, Mr. Roulette applies the same principles which character-

ized the Huguenot master workmen of the sixteenth century.





CHARLES EDWARD TRAIL

The Trail family has been identified with Frederick County

for a century, and during the larger half of that century,

Charles Edward Trail was the representative of the family.

His father, Edward Trail, was descended from the Scotch family

of Trail originally found in Blebo, County Fife. The first of the name
to become prominent was Walter Trail, an Archbishop of St. Andrews,

and it was a nephew of this Walter Trail who is credited with being

the real founder of the Scotch family. In 1765, Doctor James Trail,

of this family, was consecrated Bishop of Down and Connor, in Ire-

land, and relatives of his accompanied him to Ireland and founded

the Irish family. The coat of arms goes back to beyond 1418; for

in that year Alexander Trail, on account of his marvelous escape

from a shipwreck, added the crest and motto.

Edward Trail, the father of Charles E., married Lydia C. Rams-

burg, of German extraction, and of this marriage Charles Edward
Trail was born in the city of Frederick on January 28, 1826. His

father was a successful man, accumulated a good estate, and gave to

the son a good education in the local schools, which was completed

in Frederick College. He then studied law under Joseph M. Palmer,

one of the leaders of the bar in that day, and was admitted as a mem-
ber of the Frederick bar in 1849

.

About the time of his entering upon the practice of law, ]Mr.

Trail suffered from ill health; and after a year or two at the bar he

abandoned the profession and took a tour in Europe. Returning from

that with health measurably restored, he definitely abandoned the

law, and devoted himself to the care of his large landed estate, which

comprised a number of the best farms in the county.

In 1860 he became president of the Isabella Gas Company, a

company which had been operating for a dozen or more years with

very modest success, and which under his capable management became

a very profitable enterprise. Tie eventually became sole owner of

the company.
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On the outbreak of the war between the States, Mr. Trail sided

with the Union, and threw his influence into the scale in his part of

the country, thus powerfully contributing to keep that section in

line with the policies of the Federal government. Mr. Trail prior

to the war had been a leader in the councils of the old Whig party,

and like a majority of the men of that party in the border states, he

gravitated into the Republican party. A skillful writer, having in his

earlier life been a frequent contributor to the magazines and period-

icals, he composed the first address to the people of Frederick County

in support of the Union, and was elected president of the Union

League of the county. He was appointed an aide on the staff of Gov-

ernor Bradford, and was extremely active in aiding to organize the

troops for the field. In 1863 he was elected a member of the House

of Delegates, and in 1864 sent to the State Senate, in which he served

until 1867; and although urged to stand for a renomination, he

declined. In the House he served as chairman of the Committee on

Federal Relations, and on Military Affairs, and was given the thanks

of that body at the end of the session for the energy and fidelity

with which he had discharged his important duties. While in the

Senate he served as chairman of the Committee on Education, and

rendered most valuable aid in the organization of the Maryland sys-

tem of public schools. He also served on the Judiciary Committee,

for which he was thoroughly qualified by his legal attainments, and

won a strong position in the Senate, not only by the soundness of

his views, but also by his generosity and liberality toward his oppo-

nents.

Colonel Trail was always a man of much dignity, of courtly

manners, and much personal charm. Had he cared to remain in

politics, he could easily have been one of the foremost public men of

his State; but his tastes did not lie in that direction, and his service

was given only under the pressure of what seemed to be a stern neces-

sity. After retiring to private life, seeing the necessity for a reform

in the municipal administration of Frederick he originated, in 1870,

a movement to reform the administration, and as president of the

board of aldermen for three years contributed most valuable service.

During that period, the present fine city hall was erected, Colonel

Trail being chairman of the building committee. He served as a

member of the board of trustees of Ihe State School for the Deaf,

located at Frederick, and took a profound interest in this worthy
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institution, and as chairman of the building committee discharged

his duties much to the satisfaction of the board of trustees and the

General Assembly. His interest in every form of education has

always been keen, and he therefore freely contributed service as

president of the board of trustees of the Frederick Female Semi-

nary.

In 1870 he was actively interested in the construction of the

Frederick and Pennslyvania Railroad, and after serving for several

years as a director was in 1878 made president of the line. In 1877

he was disabled for many months as the result of injuries received in

a dreadful railroad wreck, but finally recovered fully, and in 1878

became president of the Farmers and Mechanics’ National Bank,

as successor to Ezra Houck. This old bank dates from 1817, when
it was first organized as a branch of the Westminster Bank; then in

1828 became an independent State bank, and in 1865 became a

national bank. It has withstood the financial shocks of ninety-three

years, during which it has had but six presidents. Mr. Ezra Houck,

who was succeeded by Colonel Trail, had been connected with the

bank for forty years. Colonel Trail retired from the presidency in

1893, and in 1905, was followed in that position by his son. Honor-

able Charles B. Trail, who for years was connected with the United

States foreign service. Colonel Trail also gave valuable service to

the Frederick Mutual Fire Insurance Company, as its president, in

which position he served until his death in 1910.

He gave much time through life to the superintendence of his

fine farms near Frederick, all of which are highly improved, and this

farm superintendence, together with the hours spent in his excellent

library, constituted his chief recreations. His religious affiliation

was with the Episcopal Church. His residence, a handsome one built

in 1855, was so far in advance of the architecture then prevailing,

that it has served a most useful purpose in elevating the standard of

taste in that section.

In 1851, Colonel Trail married Ariana, youngest daughter of

Dr. John H. McElfresh, one of the prominent citizens of that section,

and his young wife accompanied him on his tour over Europe dur-

ing that year and the next. He had three sons and four daughters.

Florence Trail, a daughter, enjoys considerable reputation as an

author; and his eldest son, Chdrles B. Trail, after a long public ser-

vice in the Diplomatic and consular department of the United States
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government, has now succeeded his father in the presidency of the

Farmers' and Mechanics' National Bank.

Colonel Trail's unusually long life was spent in one town, and in

his sixty years of active labor he never failed his fellow citizens in

any emergency when he was needed. This is a record in which his

descendants take justifiable pride.

Colonel Trail died May 8, 1910.





CHARLES BAYARD TRAIL

CHARLES BAYARD TRAIL, of Frederick, lawyer, diplomat

and banker, comes of an old Scotch family which has been

identified with Western Maryland for a number of genera-

tions. He was born in Frederick on February 2, 1857, son of Charles

E, and Arianna (McElfresh) Trail. His descent is Scotch on both

sides. He has in his veins, however, a strain of German blood, as

his father’s mother, Lydia C. Ramsburg, belonged to the Germans
who originally settled Frederick and its vicinity about 1735. The
Trail family was settled at Blebo, in County Fife, Scotland, many
centuries ago, and the present Scotch family of that name is said to

derive its descent from a nephew of Walter Trail, Archbishop of

St. Andrews. The McElfresh family, to which Mr. Trail’s mother

belonged, is an old Scotch family, which has been settled in West-

ern Maryland for more than one hundred and fifty years; for the old

records of Frederick County show marriages of members of the fam-

ily prior to the Revolution, and at least one during the Revolution,

when John McElfresh married Rachel Dorsey, on May 4, 1778.

Colonel Charles Edward Trail, father of Charles Bayard Trail, was

born in 1826, and for a generation was one of the leading men of

Maryland.

Charles Bayard Trail was a healthy boy. He was educated in

Frederick College, in the Phillips-Andover (Massachusetts) Acad-

emy, and in Harvard University, graduating from Harvard in the

class of 1878 with the degree of A.B. He then read law in the office

of Hon. Milton G. Urner, one of the foremost lawyers of Maryland,

and was admitted to the bar in his native town.

He naturally drifted into the Republican party, and that party

being dominant in national affairs, the prominent young lawj^er

was sent in 1883 as secretary to the United States Legation in Brazil.

He served in this capacity until 1887, when he resigned; and the next

year, notwithstanding that a Democratic administration was in

power, Secretary of State Bayard tendered him his old position with

a new commission sighed by President Cleveland. This was due
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solely to a high appreciation of his past services and the record he

had made. Naturally, Mr. Trail highly appreciated this appoint-

ment, but for private reasons was compelled to decline it. The next

year the Republicans had again come into power, and he was tendered

the appointment by President Harrison of consul at Marseilles,

France. This appointment he accepted and served four years. He
thus had the honor of having received commissions from three differ-

ent Presidents, of two different political faiths.

In 1894, returning to Frederick, he took the position of vice-

president of the Farmers’ & Mechanics’ National Bank, serving in

that capacity until 1905, when he succeeded to the presidency of the

bank. His ten years of service in the diplomatic and consular service

of the United States, not only gave him an opportunity to see the

world, but also a vast range of knowledge about other countries,

which has made him one of the best informed men of his section;

and as no information is without value, he has found those ten years

of experience of pronounced value in his later life. He is recognized

as one of the able bankers of the State, and the institution which has

so long been presided over by his father and himself, is prospering

greatly under his management.

Mr. Trail’s literary productions have been confined to the

United States diplomatic and consular reports during his active ser-

vice
;
and those men who have had occasion to go into these reports,

made not only by Mr. Trail, but by other faithful consular officers,

recognize the great value which they have been in the development

of the country.

Mr. Trail finds his chief enjoyment in his home life. He is a ves-

tryman of All Saints Episcopal Church, of Frederick, succeeding his

father.

In 1889, Mr. Trail was married to Miss Grace Winebrener, of

Frederick. Of this marriage six children have been born, of whom
five are living—four daughters and one son—as follows: Grace

Winebrener, Florence, Theresa McElfresh, Beatrice and Charles

Bayard Trail, Jr. Mrs. Trail’s father. Colonel D. C. Winebrener,

was a native of Frederick, born in 1834 died in October, 1903. He
was during his life one of the leading business men of Frederick,

being a successful merchant, and serving for nine years as president

of the Farmers’ and Mechanics’ Natibnal Bank, of which ^Ir. Trail

is now president. He was descended from the Germans who first
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settled Frederick, and who have given so many splendid citizens to

Maryland. In the early history of the country the Winebreners

were prominent in religious circles, one member of the family, John

Winebrener, having founded the Winebrenerian church, of which

society he was the bishop for many years.

In addition to the positions held by Mr. Trail as previously

enumerated, and the public service rendered, he has been a director

of the Mutual Fire Insurance Company of Frederick County, a trustee

of the Frederick Female Seminary, and president of the Washington

Turnpike. This presidency of the Washington Turnpike suggests

some matter of great historical interest. This old road was chartered

in 1804, it having been the intention of the United States govern-

ment to assist in the construction of a macadamized road from Wash-
ington to Frederick, where a connection was to be made with the

Frederick and Hagerstown Turnpike, chartered in the same year,

and running out to the western country. The idea was to make of

these national roads. Congress voted the appropration for the first

section, extending from Washington to Rockville, Maryland, but

the bill was vetoed by President Jefferson, for the reason given that

the government could not under the Constitution engage in the build-

ing of roads. The idea, however, had taken root in the minds of the

people, and outlived a Presidential veto even, and finally in 1823

the road was constructed.

There is also some matter of romantic interest connected with

the Trail lands. The Trail farms, consisting of^about two thousand

acres of highly cultivated land in Frederick County, now managed by

Mr. C. B. Trail and his brother Henry, have some interesting histor-

ical associations connected with them. Mr. Trail’s own farm, the

South Hermitage,” was the home from 1793 to 1819 of the de la

Vincendieres, refugees from France during the “Reign of Terror”

in that country. Madame de la Vincendieres escaped from Paris

with Count Alexander de Valcourt and others in 1793 and came to

Baltimore, where she met her husband, who at the same time had

escaped from Santo Domingo, where there had been a frightful

massacre of the French settlers by the slaves. From Baltimore the

family moved to Frederick, where they purchased the “Hermitage.”

One of the daughters married Lieutenant Lowe, of the United States

Army, and a son of that marriage, Enoch Louis Lowe, became Gov-

ernor of Maryland about 1850. He was born on the “Hermitage.”
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The de la Vincendieres returned to France in 1836. From that time

down to the present, during three generations, this land has been in

the Trail family. On the “Hermitage” the battle of Monocacy was

fought during the war between the States, and on it is erected a mon-
ument to the New Jersey troops who fell in that battle.

Charles Bayard Trail comes of good stock through every one of

his ancestral lines. His own life is an illustration of the fact that

good ancestry is a valuable asset, inasmuch as it is an inspiration

for righteousness and honorable living. He has been a useful man
and leader in his community, an example of correct living and high

character, and enjoys the well merited respect of the people of the

county, of which his family has now been an integral part for many
generations.





WILLIAM PURNELL JACKSON

WILLIAM PURNEIX JACKSON of Salisbury, one of the

most prominent and progressive business men of the

Eastern Shore, belongs to a notable family of that section.

Mr JacksOn was born in Salisbury on January 11, 1868; son of Wil-

liam Humphries and Arabella (Humphries Jackson.) His father is

living, and is easily one of the foremost men of the Eastern Shore.

W. H. Jackson has been a large lumber manufacturer, prominent in

the Republican party, and has served several terms as a member of the

Federal Congress, beginning with the Fifty-Seventh Congress.

Ex-Governor E. E. Jackson was a brother of William H. Jackson,

and uncle of William Purnell Jackson. The family name of Jackson

is derived from the Apostle James. This looks like a far cry, but it

is easy enough to dig it out. The French equivalent for James is

Jacques. The English pronounce it Jacks or Jack,—and Jackson

was merely “the son of Jack.’’ There are two main branches of the

family,—the English and Scotch-Irish. President Andrew Jackson

and General “Stonewall” Jackson belonged to the Scotch-Irish.

The Eastern Shore of Maryland family belong to the English stock.

William P. Jackson was a healthy boy, with pronounced mechan-

ical tastes. He went to the Wicomico County schools, and attended

the Wilmington Conference Academy at Dover, Delaware. A tem-

porary failure of health caused him to stop school. At the age of

fourteen, he did active w^ork around a box factory, in which business

his father was largly interested. He was for a short time in Wash-
ington, D. C., in his early youth, and engaged in the lumber business

there as an employee of E. E. Jackson and Company. Within

a year, he was sold an interest in the business, and, with an uncle,

had charge of the Washington office until 1889. The hrm then dis-

solved partnership, and Mr. Jackson returned to Salisbury, where he

organized a lumber business with his father, under the firm name of

W. H. Jackson and Son. In 1893, the Jackson Brothers’ Company,
Inc., was organized, and of this 'company Air. Jackson has been secre-

tary and treasurer since its organization. They operate two large
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WILLLAM PUENEtL JACKSON 109

mills in which they make box-shooks, finished flooring and ceiling

lumber. This business has grown to very large proportions under

the capable management of its proprietors, and is a most valuable

industry for Salisbury. But Mr. Jackson does not confine himself

to one industry. A man of much enterprise and large-minded, he is

an investor in many enterprises which are of value to the community
and which afford a moderate profit to the investor. He has been a

director of the Salisbury National Bank for seventeen years, and

for several years past its president. He was one of the organizers

and is president of the Home Gas Company. He was one of the

organizers and vice-president of the Salisbury Ice Company. Iden-

tified with the Republican party and an active politician—which

seems to be a Jackson trait—he has not been a seeker of public office,

and retired from the city council, of which he was a most valuable

member, because party politics -were introduced into that body.

He is very prominent in the councils of his party in the State and a

member of the National Republican Committee.

Mr. Jackson is an extensive traveler. He is a member of the

Automobile Club of America, and finds much recreation in automobil-

ing. He has traveled over the greater part of the world, many of his

expeditions having been made in his automobile.

He has been twdee married. In 1890, to Miss Sallie McCombs
daughter of A. P. McCombs of Havre de Grace, Maryland; and subse-

quent to her death, in 1900 he was married to Miss Katharine Shel-

merdine, daughter of George C. Shelmerdine of Philadelphia. He
has four children.

As an illustration of his business enterprise, itmay be mentioned

that a shirt factory was projected some years back in Salisbury; and

though Mr. Jackson knew but little about the manufacture of shirts,

he knew that it would be helpful to the community, and there was

no good reason why shirts could not be made in Salisbury as cheaply

as elsewhere. So he became President of the Jackson and Weisbach

Company, manufacturers of shirts, which has built up a large and

successful business.

His public spirit is evidenced by his presidency of the Peninsula

General Hospital, which is purely a work of benevolence and useful

service without compensation. Religiously, he is a member of the

Methodist Episcopal Church, and holds official position in that

organization. He is affiliated with the various ^lasonic bodies, the
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Order of Elks, the Maryland Club of Baltimore, the Racquet Club

and the Manufacturers^ Club of Philadelphia.

A young man of forty4v/o, he has achieved the highest position

in business circles; has wen a recognized position in the political life

of his section; is a social leader; a strong upholder of the religious

and moral life of his community, and in all respects a most valuable

and useful citizen.
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did not like mercantile pursuits,—bis tastes running to carpentry

and to building; and at the suggestion of a wise mother, he took up
that line of work which ha s developed into his present large business.

In earlier life, like many young men, he had a little of the roving

spirit and drifted West. He was in Chicago when there were scarcely

any railroads west of that city and its total population was 43,000.

He was in St. Louis when its total population was 50,000. He tried

Iowa, living there for a time, and intended to make it his home;
acquired property, and after he married,—now more than fifty years

ago,—he thought he would go out there to live, but his home town
drew him back. That Mr. Blake is a good stayer in everything he

undertakes is to be seen in this Iowa incident. Property that he

acquired there he still owns
;
as he says, he has been paying taxes in

Iowa for fifty years. He has been engaged in the building business

in Baltimore forty-five years. In north and east Baltimore he has

built between two and three hundred houses,comprising some of

the finest in the city. He built the first fire-proof business building

in town, kno'^m as “The Fireman’s Building,” and the first fire-proof

residence in the city, Graham Bowdoin’s on Charles Street, near

Chase. On Eutaw Place, on Charles Street, on St. Paul Street, in

the best residence quarters, his -work is everywhere seen. Now one

of the oldest, he has always been one of the safest and best of Balti-

more’s builders of this generation. Amongst other pieces of work

done by him, may be mentioned the notable Ross Winan’s residence.

His buildings have not only satisfied his customers or clients, but
' have made him money, and his standing in business and as a citizen

has caused his services to be in demand outside of his own business.

He has been a director in the Traders’ Bank, the Commonwealth
Bank, Border State Savings Bank, and First National Bank, and he

is still active in this work. For eighteen years he served as trustee

of Bay View Asylum.

In politics, he is an independent, and tries conscientiously to

vote for the best man. His religious affiliation is with the Roman
Catholic Church and he has his membership in the St. Ignatius

Parish.

Speaking of recreations ,he admits that he likes to drive occasion-

ally,— and this word “occasionally” gives a clew to his character

—

he doesn’t let his recreations come in the way of his occupation.

Mr. Blake has a patriarchal family. On the twenty-sixth of
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GEORGE AUGUSTUS BLAKE 115

May, 1856, he married Harriet Griggs, daughter of Captain Wm.
Griggs of Baltimore, one of the old families of St. Mary’s County;

and of this marriage eleven children have been born, six of whom
are now living. In this day of small families, this is truly a remark-

able record; and if, as some of our thoughtful citizens claim, he is

the most valuable man to the commonwealth who has the largest

number of children, then Mr. Blake is truly a most valuable citizen.

But, with or without children, George A. Blake has been for Balti-

more a most useful and valuable ctizen, because any man who con-

tributes work,—honest work, and who in so doing adds to the beauty

and comfort of the city, is a valuable asset to the city wherein he

labors.
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CHARLES ENGLISH HENDERSON

CHARLES ENGLISH HENDERSON, who is now spending

his life in honorable retirement at his beautiful country home
near Easton, known as “The Rest,” though not an aged man,

has to his credit a record of achievement equaled by few men in our

country. Mr. Henderson is widely known as one of the most promi-

nent and able railway officials of the country. Few men would recog-

nize him if spoken of as “Doctor,” and yet that was his early pro-

fession. He was born in Jefferson County, Virginia (now a part of

West Virginia), on September 25, 1844; son of Richard and Elizabeth

Ann Beall (English) Henderson. His father, Richard Henderson,

was a planter—a cultivated gentleman of much kindness, industrious

habits, high character and clear mind.

Mr. Henderson is of mixed Scotch and English descent, and his

ancestral lines will be referred to at a later point in this sketch. He
was educated in a private school supported by his parents and their

neighbors on adjacent plantations, followed by a course at the

academy in Georgetown, D. C. He was being fitted to enter the

junior class at Princeton, where his brother, uncle and grandfather

had graduated, when the outbreak of the war between the States

put an end to his studies. He became a private in Company B, of

the 12th Virginia Cavalry; participated in all the desperate campaigns

of Virginia, Maryland and Pennsylvania, up to the Battle of the

Wilderness on the 5th of May ,1804, when he was badly wounded and

his right arm paralyzed for about two years as the result of this

wound in the neck and shoulder. The war being ended, he became

a student of medicine in the University of Pennsylvania and was

graduated in the class of 1867-68. He entered upon the practice of

medicine as resident physician at Bayview Hospital, Baltimore;

afterwards practiced at Martinsburg, West Virginia, but natural

tendencies were too strong for him, so he gave up his profession and

entered railway service in the west as a clerk at Fort Scott, Kansas,

which was then the terminus of the ^lissouri River, Fort Scott and

Gulf Railway, now known as the Kansas City, Fort Scott and Mem-

r
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CHARLES ENGLISH HENDERSON ^119

phis Railway, later merged into the Frisco Lines. This was the be-

ginning of a great career. He became chief clerk in the office uf the

general freight and passenger agent to the road in Kansas City, and
later chief clerk to the general superintendent. He remained in Kan-
sas City more than ten years, biding his time and doing his duty faith-

fully in these clerical capacities. He was then employed to examine

the route for the Memphis extension of the line, and in taking up the

stock and bonds of the Springfield and Southwestern Railway, now
a part of the Memphis extension. The best evidence of the ability

with which he discharged this duty is found in the fact that the ex-

tension was built almost exactly on the route selected on this pre-

liminary reconnaissance.

In September, 1879, he took a step up, being then appointed

general freight and passenger agent of the Atchison and Nebraska

Railway. He held this place until the road was sold to the Burling-

ton and Missouri River Railway, now a part of the Chicago, Burling-

ton and Quincy system. The Burlington and Missouri River Rail-

way tendered him a position similar to the one he had been holding;

but he felt compelled to decline the offer, because he had committed

himself to taking a position on the Indianapolis, Bloomington and

Western Railway. It is worthy of note that the man who succeeded

to this position by reason of his declination, ]\Ir. George B. Harri.s,

is now president of the Chicago, Burlington and Quincy Railway.

On March 31, 1880, Mr. Henderson located in Indianapolis as

auditor and cashier of the Indianapolis, Bloomington and \\'(‘stern

Railway. He was soon promoted assistant general manager, and

then general manager, which position he retained until 1880, whe

he was appointed receiver; and after the foreclosure, became general

manager of the reorganized company. He remained in this position

until the sale of the road to the Cleveland, Cincinnati, Chicago and

St. Louis Railway in 1889, this sale having been effected largely

through his own efforts. During his residence of about ton years

in Indianapolis, in addition to the duties already mentioned hewa.s

for the greater part of the time general manager of the Ohio Southorn

Railway. For two years, he was receiver of the Danville, Olney

and Ohio River Railway, and for two years agent for the purcha.<ers

of, and in charge of the operation of the Dayton and Ironton and the

Dayton and Toledo Railways, now part of the Cincinnati, Hamil-

ton and Dayton Railway.
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120 CHARLES ENGLISH HENDERSON

After the sale of the Indiana, Bloomington and Western Rail-

way, he was offered a position with the Philadelphia and Reading

Coal and Iron Company, and on December 1, 1889, was appointed

general manager of that company. This position which carried

with it the charge of the sales of the coal of this, the greatest anthra-

cite coal company in the world, and the most important factor in

the anthracite coal trade in America, he held for more than thirteen

years until October 1, 1903, when he was appointed first vice-presi-

dent of that company.

We now come to the most important feature in his career. While

holding this position, he was appointed on November 25, 1896, second

vice-president of the Philadelphia and Reading Railway, in charge

of its freight traffic. This position he resigned May 1, 1908; and

in order that the readers of this sketch may grasp the magnitude

of the work done by Mr. Henderson in those twelve years, there is

appended here verbatim an editorial in the Philadelphia “North

American’’ of Thursday, April 16, 1908, which is a remarkable tribute

from a great daily paper to an unassuming man for a work of tre-

mendous value to the community, done by him without expectation

of compliments, and merely as a part of the day’s work and in the

performace of his duties to his employers:

“Yesterday the resignation of the second vice-president of the

Philadelphia and Reading Railway was accepted, and by May 1

he will have retired to private life. Not many of our readers knew
even of the existence of this man. Yet, since he came to Philadelphia

from the West twelve years ago he has performed so great a service

to this city that we believe every Philadelphian should know and

acknowledge the debt which this whole community owes to Charles

E. Henderson.

“When Mr. Henderson came to the Reading, in 1896, and took

charge of the general management of its freight traffic he came with

full knowledge of two things.

“First, he knew what the Reading was. He knew that the

system was comparatively unimportant when contrasted with

stronger systems in practically the same territory. He knew that

it was virtually a local and not a trunk line. He knew that between

the two terminals in the state, Williamsport and Shippensburg, and

including its New York branch, the Reading had a total mileage of

less than 1200 miles, counting every line owned, leased or controlled.
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while its load of debt had sent the company staggering into the hands

of receivers on three different occasions, the latest such period hav-

ing lasted for three years prior to Mr> Henderson’s coming.

‘Ht was not remarkable, of course, that Mr. Henderson should

know these facts. Everybody knew them.

^‘But he knew something more—something that. few Philadel-

phians knew then and that even a majority now fail to understand.

He knew the magnitude of Philadelphia’s natural undeveloped com-
mercial advantages.

“He was an inlander. Kis whole training had been far removed

from problems of open carriage. Yet it was as if this clear-eyed man
of the West had stood upon a high mountain and had seen mapped
out before him the most advantageous point of shipment for all the

outgoing and incoming commerce of a dozen states.

“He was not a Philadelphian, and had no sentimental reason to

exalt this city. He simply saw before him a business proposition

and he faced it with a mind untainted with obsolete Philadelphia

business traditions.

“He was not blinded nor warped nor stilled by local entangle-

ments. He was not overawed b3
^ the bigness of America’s greatest

trunk line. Seemingly he gave no thought to the overwhelming

power of that competitor with its backing by. the great banking

institutions.

“He came simply as a business man, a railroad man, a westerner

with the keenne.ss of vision and energy of action that change an empty

site into a thriving city in the West in less time than the life of a

generation.

“ He came to a road in the throes of reorganization, a road that

long had been too crippled to be ambitious. Yet he set instantly

about a work that has had much to do with these two matters of

record for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1897, the freight traffic of

the Reading jfiplded a gross revenue of $15,990,707, wdiile the corre-

sponding figures last 3^ear were $35,090,359.

“This naturally was not the w’ork of any one man. But no man
had so great a share in the accomplishment as Mr. Henderson.

“The plan of this man was not to capture old business from any

other corporation but to create new business for the city. With an

intra.state railroad for his onlj' tool he undertook the development

of a foreign commerce that then did not exist.
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^‘He saw the possibilities of Philadelphia as a port. He saw

the millions upon millions of freight moving in both directions, mov-
ing by land and by water, past the doors of this city. And he went to

work to attract a part of that great tonnage to Philadelphia.

“He built the great Port Richmond yards. It was characteristic

of his foresight that he considered a perfect shipping terminal the

first need of a company that had no foreign commerce.

“His next efforts were directed to inducing transatlantic

steamship lines to inaugurate regular freight service to and from

this port in connection with the Reading Railway. The result has

been that twelve years from the time that the Reading had no

foreign commerce these steamships load regularly at Reading piers:

the Hamburg-American, to Hamburg; the Allan, to Glasgow; the

Philadelphia Transatlantic, to London; the Manchester liners to

Manchester, and the Cosmopolitan, to Rotterdam, Copenhagen,

Dunkirk, Christiania, Stettin and the Baltic ports by trans-shipment.

“And this road, that twelve years ago had no traffic, last year

saw 152 sailings from its piers against 150 regular sailings clearing

from other piers in the transatlantic service.

“The development has hurt no one. The company's merchandise

commerce which amounted last year to 1,744,420 tons, was diverted

from no other carrier. It is an example of new blood and broad

ideas creating new commerce.

“It is the fruition of a work that began twelve years ago from

nothing, and, without affecting injuriously in any way the traffic of

the great trunk lines of the Pennsylvania and the Baltimore and Ohio,

resulted last year in this comparatively small road doing 55 per

cent of the export and import business of this port.

“To close readers of the “North American” this chapter of rail-

road history is proof of every contention we have made concerning

the physical advantages of this city over every other port on our

Atlantic seaboard. Those who have not followed our repeated

arguments in the past we urge earnestly to inform themselves con-

cerning what this one quiet, unobtrusive railroad official has done.

“But to those influences which have permitted this river to

shoal, these docks to decay and the impression become prevalent

in this city and to be distributed broadcast throughout the country

that Philadelphia is not the most logical and economical depot for

Atlantic shipments, we say that the work of Chailcs E. Henderson

in Philadelphia, which he ends voluntarily to take up a life of well-
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earned leisure, constitutes an indictment of each and every one

guilty of such criminal neglect of this city and its commerce.’^

In 1908, Mr. Henderson felt that he had earned his rest.

Country-born and bred, he had retained always his love for the

country, and on that account, and also because he thought it

would be a means of health and happiness for himself and family,

he had purchased in 1893 the beautiful country home of the late

Admiral Buchanan (commander of the Merrimac in its famous engage-

ment with the Monitor in Hampton Roads during the Civil War)

situated on the Miles River in Talbot County, Maryland, and one

of the best known and most attractive places on the Eastern Shore.

As stated, he felt that he had earned his rest, and he yearned for the

delights of this pleasant home. So, in 1908, he resigned these great

places and became a permanent resident of the Eastern Shore. He
has identified himself with the people of that section, and is a member
of the board of the Agricultural Society of the Eastern Shore. A
student through life of the classics, and also partial to history, he

holds membership in the Pennsylvania and Maryland Historical

Societies. His political affiliation has always been with the Demo-
cratic party. He finds much delightful recreation in these latter

years in operating his farm and in aquatic sports. He attends the

Episcopal Church.

On October 22, 1879, Mr. Henderson was married in Kansas

City, to Miss Ida M. Lynn, daughter of William Lynn, for a long time

treasurer of Muskingum County, Ohio. Three children have been

born to them. Of these, two are living; Charles English Henderson,

Jr., born in Indianapolis November 23, 1888; William Lynn Hen-

derson, born in Philadelphia, December 8, 1894.

Mr. Henderson is having prepared an ancestral chart and biog-

raphy of each known ancestor of his family. This little book he pro-

poses to dedicate to his boys,—and perhaps no better insight can

be obtained into his character than the dedicatory page dictated

by him and here given in his own words:

“To My Boys,

CHARLES ENGLISH HENDERSON, JR.,

AND
WILLIAM LYNN HENDERSON,
with the hope that they may prove

worthy descendants of their and my ancestors as shown
herein,

this little book is dedicated.
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When temptation comes, as come it does to all in the fierce struggle of life,

may they always remember the motto of their family name; ‘‘Sola Virtus

Nobilitat,’* and ever keep in mind that a hand pointing to a star, with the

words beneath, “Ad Astra per Aspera” is engraven on the family crest.

May the records of their lives be such that when the call comes,they may,with
no blot on their escutcheons, but with clean hands and pure hearts be ready to

answer the summons.
If the facts gathered herein, showing, that so far as known, none of those

from whom they are descended have proven false to a trust, or led ignoble or un-

worthy lives, shall aid them in keeping a higher and better standard for their

own, the time and labor given to its preparation will not have been expended in

vain by its compiler,

C. E. Henderson.”

As mentioned in an earlier paragraph, Mr. Henderson is of

mixed Scotch and English descent, and his ancestral lines contain

so many of the strong names in Maryland and Virginia, that it is of

interest to mention a few of these. Richard Henderson came from

Blantyre Scotland, in 1756; settled at Bladensburg Maryland; was

the purchaser and joint owner of the Antietam Iron Works until

his death in 1802.

John Brice came from Bucks County, England about 1700.

He was one of the signers of the petition for the charter for the to\\Ti

of Annapolis in 1708, and was ancestor of the numerous Brice family,

of the Hammonds, and other pi eminent families in Maryland.

James Frisby came from London, England, to Virginia in 1651

;

moved to Alaryland in 1665; settled on the Sassafras River in Kent

and Cecil Counties. He was a member of the Governor’s Council,

and a large land holder.

Augustine Herman came from Holland as an officer of the

Dutch West India Company in 1633; settled at New Amsterdam

(now New York), and moved to Maryland about 1665, and became

propiietor of the famous ‘‘Bohemia Manor” in Cecil County, IMary-

land and in Delaware. Another tradition says that Augustine Her-

man came from Bohemia; was a distinguished surveyor, and was

granted twenty-two thousand acres of land by the Colony of ^lary-

land in payment of his service as surveyor, and that he named this

place “Bohemia Manor” in honor of his native country. He was

a most accomplished man.

Matthias Vaiiderheyden, one of the first Naval Officers of the

Chesapeake, came to Maryland from New Amsterdam about 1680.

He settled on a part of Bohemia Manor; was ancestor of many of
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the Bordleys, Jennings, Randolphs, Dulaneys and other noted

families of Maryland and Virginia.

Richard Johns of the Cliffs of Calvert, came from Bristol,

England, in 1670. He was a prominent Quaker; was an ancestor of

Johns Hopkins; of Chancellor Johns of Delaware; of Bishop Johns

of Virginia, and other notable men.

Matthew Howard was one of the five Howard brothers who
settled on the Severn River and that vicinity about 1665. He
came from Maryland to Virginia, and probably from Norfolk County,

England, to Virginia.

Colonel Ninian Beall came from Scotland about 1658; settled

on the Patuxent River near Upper Marlborough and was a noted

Indian fighter.

Running over these names, all of which appear in Mr. Hender-

son’s ancestral line, is almost like calling the roll of the great families

of Maryland.

A man with the wide and successful business experience of ^Ir.

Henderson,—for the record already given shows it to have been wide,

and his prudence in management made it successful, for he was wise

enough never to dabble in outside interests beyond investing his

savings in real estate and in good investment securities, (he is a large

owner of valuable property in the city of Duluth which he purchased

when that was an infant town, and which has had an immense increase

in value), naturally has decided convictions as to how^ the young man
starting in life should conduct himself wdth a view to winning the

largest possible measure of success; and this sketch can be concluded

in no better manner than to give these opinions in his owm wmrds,

which are clear cut, pointed and practical:

Never to expect to get something for nothing, but to render

full value for what you receive or for which you are paid. If an

employee (as most men are in some form) to endeavor to do the

work better than the person whom you succeed, and to learn to do

the work of the next higher position as w^ell or better than the one

occupying that position so that w^hen vacancies occur or opportunity

for advancement comes there will be no question about your fitness

to occupy the higher position. To be satisfied to give in value more

than you are paid, rather than to be paid more than you are w'orth.

“To be loyal, honest and efficient and faithful to any trust, and

if possible to be beyond suspicion of anything that is false or un-

worthy.”
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WALTER ROBEY TOWNSEND

WALTER R. TOWNSEND, of Baltimore, was born in Balti-

more County on July 20, 1857, son of Wilson and Mary
L. (Robey) Townsend.

Mr. Townsend^s family is an old one as families go in America,

but a much older one in Great Britain, where its authentic history

goes back for many centuries. In great Britain the name seems to

be indifferently spelled Townsend or Townshend. The oldest family

appears to be the Townshends of Raynham, and the present head

of the family in Great Britain is the Marquess Townshend. Branches

of the family have been settled in Scotland and Ireland for many
generations. The Maryland branch was founded on the Eastern

Shore shortly after the first settlement of the colony. As far back as

1683, we find John Townsend one of the legatees of Henry Tovmsend.

Perry Townsend, great grandfather of Walter R. Townsend, was

bom in Talbot County, and was the first of the family to settle in

Baltimore County. His son, Mathias B. Townsend, was born in

Talbot County in 1802. He was one of the best known sportsmen

of his. time, and the Porter’s Bar Ducking Shore, which was his

property is still held by a member of the family. Wilson Townsend,

son of Mathias, was a large land owner in Baltimore County, and for

forty years was identified with the Pennsylvania Railroad. He was

a capable man, in addition to his farming being connected vdth the

Philadelphia, Wilmington and Baltimore Railroad for sometime as

a local agent, then as contractor, later as a confidential agent. His

connection with that road extended over thirty-seven years, that

road being a part of the system of the Pennsylvania Railroad. He
served as a justice of the peace, and as a school commissioner of

Baltimore County. He took a keen interest in public affairs, and

was influential in the counsels of the Democratic party. In 1877

he was elected to the Maryland House of Delegates by a majority

of over nineteen hundred. During his entire life he was a strong

advocate of the temperance cause. He married Miss ^lary L.

Robey, of Prince George County, ^Maryland, daughter of Walter .

and Elizabeth (Haynes) Robey.
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Walter R. Townsend was reared in the country. After attend-

ing the county schools and the Baltimore public schools, he com-

pleted his education at the Baltimore City College. He then entered

the law office of Linthicum and Alexander, prominent lawyers, and

after two years of study, was admitted to the bar in 1881.

He began practice in that year, and that he promptly made
reputation is shown by the fact that in 1886, five years later he was

elected to the House of Delegates of Maryland. At the next term of

that body he was chosen reading clerk of the House, and served in

that capacity four terms. He was then elected reading clerk of the

Senate, and served in that capacity five terms, making a total con-

nection of over twenty years with the General Assembly. He is a

stanch adherent of the Democratic party, and is recognized as an

influential man. Devoting himself to the duties of his party, pursu-

ing no object distinct from the public good, he is accustomed to con-

template at a distance critical situations in which the party might

be placed.

Mr. Townsend is affiliated with a number of fraternal societies,

and a number of social clubs. His church membership is with the

Protestant Episcopal church. He is a profound believer in the

principles and policies of the Democratic party, and has never wavered

in his allegiance to that organization during the long years in which

it has been a minority party in the nation. The present outlook,

therefore, for the rehabilitation of the historic old party under which

the nation made such phenomenal growth in the first half of the last

century, is to him a matter of profound satisfaction. He is a sound

lawyer and a useful citizen, and is in his day the same good worker

for the commonwealth that his ancestors have been in Mai y land

for two hundred and fifty years.

On May 20, 1886, he was married to Miss Cora Farmer, a native

of Virginia, daughter of Major M. Farmer. ^Ir. Townsend has no

children. His mother and sister, Lizzie T. Douglas, wife of J. ^lal-

colm Douglas, civil engineer, and their son, Malcolm T. Douglas,

reside on the old home place. Sunny Side.
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WILLIAM KENNEDY CROMWELL

The manufacture of cotton duck has long been one of the

leading industries of Baltimore. Many of the armies of

Europe, and both the Russian and Japanese armies in the

Manchurian campaign, were sheltered in tents made in Baltimore.

With the manufacture of cotton duck, from the earliest days of the

industry, the Cromwells were closely identified. Their business

sagacity and enterprise did much to build up the great industry.

Richard Cromwell was for a long time president of the Mount Vernon

Cotton Duck Company, and later of the Mount Vernon-Woodberry

Cotton Duck Co.

His eldest son, William Kenned}^ Cromwell, was born in Baltimore

County, Maryland, on the 18th day of April, 1862. His mother was

Mary Josephine (Kennedy) Cromwell. Mary Kennedy Cromwell

was a daughter of William Kennedy, one of the famous company
of sea captains who carried Baltimore commerce and the reputation

of the Baltimore clipper ships into everj^ corner of the world seventy-

five years ago. At the age of twenty-one, Capt. Kennedy was the

owner of his own vessel, sailing for various foreign ports. He married

Mary Ann Jenkins, daughter of William Jenkins of the well known
Baltimore family of that name, whose homestead was on the old

York Road, just north of Boundary Avenue, and consisted of a large

tract of land which was subsequently divided among his children.

William Jenkins was in the tanning business. Tt was very natural

that the sea-captain should have at the gate of “Oak Hill,” his resi-

dence, an old anchor, which has since been transferred to the church

lot 0.^ St. Ann’s Church, built by Capt. Kennedy and named in honor

of his wife Ann.

In 1845 when the Mount Vernon Cotton Duck Company was

founded William Kennedy, Benjamin DeFord, Francis White and

Thomas Whitridge, were among the earliest supporters of the Cotton

Duck manufacturing interest, and Capt. Kennedy, by reason of his

business abilities, became the leading spirit in the movement.
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WILLIAM KENNEDY CROMWELL

The Cromwell family furnished to England in the person of

Oliver Cromwell a man whom the best historians now concede to

have divided with Alfred the Great the honor of being the two

greatest men England has ever produced. In the disturbed time of

the revolution in England when Cromwell was fighting the royalists,

several members of the Cromwell family migrated to the new country.

We know that John Cromwell came to New York in 1650, and in

the next twenty-five years it is said that several other members of

the family came over the water, due to their unpopularity in England

after Charles II regained the throne. The Maryland branch ovmed
the family estate in Amne Arundel County just south of “Long
Bridge, and known under the name of “Belle Grove.’’ This Long
Bridge was built by Mr. Pdchard Cromwell, grandfather of the sub-

ject of this sketch, and was owned and operated by him until it was

bought by the city of Baltimore about twenty years ago.

Young Cromwell’s early years were spent in the country, his

home being in Baltimore County, and he grew up with a love for

country life, and all the manly sports and amusements of the country,

including hunting. His father gave him the advantage of a fine

education. He was sent as a young boy to Loyola College in Balti-

more, and to the Pen Lucy private school. Of this school Richard

Malcolm Johnston, the distinguished writer and man of letters, was

head master. Having thoroughly prepared himself for college, Mr.

Cromwell entered Johns Hopkins University, and was graduated

therefrom with the degree of Bachelor of Arts in 1884. His desire

was to become a lawyer and accordingly he entered as a student at

Harvard Law School, and remained there two sessions. But before

graduating he was compelled by the state of his health to leave,

returning home in 1886. The following year, much to hisown regret,

he abandoned the idea of practicing law, and in deference to the

wishes of his father he entered upon a business career in the Alount

Vernon Cotton Duck Mills. His family was largely interested in the

mills, his father being president of the company, and it seemed de-

sirable that he should learn the business. His entry into the Mount
Vernon Mill was the beginning of a successful career in a great indus-

try. He became vice-president and general manager of the Mount
Vernon Company, and vice-president of the Alount Vernoii-Wood-

bury Cotton Duck Company. Later on, after the formation of the

Consolidated Cotton Duck Company—that is, in 1896,—Air. William
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K. Cromwell acquired control of the Gandy Belting Company manu-
facturing cotton duck belting for the transmission of power and

other purposes. The connection of the Cromwells with the Gandy
Belting Company is an illustration of their business capacity.

Maurice Gandy of England, the founder of the business, was at one

time the Liverpool agent for the Mt. Vernon Cotton Duck Company.
He conceived the idea of making belting out of a modified form of

sail cloth which he had been for years selling to the ship owmers for

sails. He exploited a company for the purpose of carrying out his

idea in England, and duplicated that company in America in 1880,

locating in Baltimore as the place for manufacturing his belting. In

1886 the company went into the hands of a receiver, and Mr. Richard

Cromwell was appointed receiver. Mr. Cromwell as receiver con-

ducted the business so successfully that by 1896 he had paid all of its

debts ^vdth interest, and when in that year it was reorganized, Mr.

William K. Cromwell was elected its president; and its career has

since been one of unbroken prosperity.

In the prosecution of the manufacturing enterprises with which

he was connected. Mr. Cromwell was brought face to face with the

protective tariff. He and his family have always been Democrats;

but he became convinced that American manufacturers should be

protected to a certain extent from outside or foreign competition by

means of the tariff tax. The Democratic party was opposed to this

policy, and so he left that party and joined the Republican, the

party of protection and protective tariff.

The manufacturing business in which Mr. Cromwell is engaged,

while sufficiently absorbing and exacting, has never entirely occupied

the time and energies of this active and diligent man of affairs. For

fifteen years he has been a member of the board of directors of the

Merchants and Miners Transportation Company, which operates

lines of steamships along the Atlantic Coast from Boston to Florida.

This company has contributed in no small degree to the upbuilding

of Baltimore and the importance of its port.

Other companies in which Mr. Cromwell is a director, are the

Baltimore Mutual Fire Insurance Conipany; The Patapsco Mutual

Fire Insurance Company, and the Maryland jMutual Fire Insurance

Company,—all members of the New England Factory Association.

But Mr. Cromwell does not limit his activities to business and

the acquisition of wealth. He is a public-spirited citizen, and is
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always ready to contribute his share to social and other obligations.

He is a member of the Catholic Church. For fifteen years he has.

been one of the trustees of St. Mary’s Industrial School for Boys.

This is a large and well-conducted reformatory in charge of the

Catholic Church. The work of this great school is of especial interest

to Mr. Cromwell, for he is a strong advocate of education, and believes

that in connection with religious training, it is the best agency for -

uplifting the people. In his own experience he has found that his

study of the law (although he never completed the course nor en-

gaged in the practice of the profession,) and the knowledge of the

law that he gained at Harvard, have been of enduring advantage to

him.

In social as in business life Mr. Cromwell is prominent. He is

a member of some of the leading clubs; namely, the Maryland, the

Merchants, and the Baltimore Country Club, and also of the Bache-

lor’s Cotillion.

On the 28th of November, 1894 Mr. Cromwell married Miss
Sallie B. S. Franklin, daughter of Col. W. S. Franklin, of Baltimore.

To this marraige have been born four children, all of whom are living.
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CHARLES JAMES QRRICK

C HARLES JAMES ORRICK, merchant of Cumberland, at

the head of the oldest and largest wholesale grocery house

in that city, was born in Honeywood, Berkley County,

Virginia, on November 8, 1850; son of James Campbell and Susan

(Pendleton) Orrick. Mr. Orrick’s father was an able merchant, largely

interested in the grain business and in flour milling. He was a man
of strong and positive character.

The Orrick family is of Scotch descent, long known in that

country, where the name is spelled Orrock, and has given name to a

parish in Scotland. The ancient coat of arms borne by the family

in Scotland is thus described by Burke, the great English authority

:

Sa. on a chev. betw. three mullets ar. as many chessrooks of the first.

Crest—A falcon perched ppr. Motto, Solus Christus mea rupes.

This branch of the family first settled in Eastern Maryland;

thence to Virginia. Mr. Orrick’smother was a member of the Pendel-

ton family of Virginia, prominent for many generations in that

State, and of English descent. In the present generation the mem-
bers of the Orrick family appear to have inherited a full measure of

the Scotch stability of character, and a brother of the subject of this

sketch who has recently died, the Reverend W. P. Orrick, D.D., was

an eminent minister of the Episcopal Church, being rector of

Christ Cathedral at Reading, Pennsylvania at the time of his death.

When Mr. Orrick was a small boy his father moved to Cumber-

land, and practically his entire life has been spent in that city. His

father’s means enabled him to give the boy the best educational

advantages. He was trained in the private schools at Cumberland;

in the Allegany County Academy; in a classical school at Charles-

town, West Virginia; and concluded his school career by taking special

courses in chemistry, mineralogy and metallurgy at Lehigh University.

While a student at Lehigh, he was assistant to Doctor Chandler, head

of the school of chemistry, and upon graduation was offered the

position of assistant professor of Chemistry, for which he had a

natural adaptation; but constrained by a sense of duty, his father’s
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health at that time being precarious, he returned to Cumberland and

took up a business life as a junior partner in the wholesale grain

business then being conducted by the father, and which had been

established in 1863. This business in its inception was a wholesale

grain business with a flour-milling attachment. Under the manage-

ment of Mr. J. C. Orrick, it had been successful; but the son saw what

he thought was a wider opportunity. In 1882, he purchased his

father’s interest in the grain business, and added to it a wholesale

grocery business,—later on dropping the grain and milling business

entirely. The firm of J. C. Orrick and Son then established was the

first exclusive wholesale grocery house between Baltimore and the

Ohio River. In 1887 the business was incorporated under the present

style of J. C. Orrick and Son Company, with Mr. Charles James

Orrick as president. There has never been a break in the growth or

the prosperity of this business. First the father, and now the son

have shown the possession of eminent business ability, and they

have built up a truly colossal business when the size of the city is

considered. The capital stock of the company is $150,000; their

plant covers a lot 100 by 200 feet, wdth a branch at Piedmont and

Grafton, West Virginia. Great shipments of goods go out day

after day throughout the territory covered by them in Maryland,

Pennsylvania and West Virginia. They keep eight traveling men
employed and it requires sixty employees in the home establish-

ment to carry forward the business. While carrying a general whole-

sale grocery stock like that of other establishments of its kind, this

company makes a specialty of certain brands of goods upon which

they put their own name or some trade mark of their own and the

Falcon Brand of groceries is widely known throughout that section.

Their '‘Old Virginia” hams and breakfast bacon have a wide repu-

tation. Himself a man of the first order of ability, Mr. Orrick has

attracted to him other men of ability with the result that the busi-

ness steadily grows year by year.

But Mr. Orrick is not merely a business man. Starting in life

with a liberal education, he has been a constant reader and student,

and is a man of wide information and culture. In the life of the

community he is a most prominent factor. He assisted in organizing

the Young Men’s Christian Association in Cumberland; is a trustee

in the local and State bodies and served as State chairman for several

years. He has a winter home in Riverside, California, and serves the
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Episcopal Church in that place as a vestryman thus extending his

religious activities even to the other side of the continent. He has

served as water commissioner for Cumberland, and as secretary of

the Board of Trade. He was president of the Merchants and Manu-
facturers Association during its four years of existence. He is Past

Grand OiEcer in the Royal Arcanum of Maryland; a member of the

National Union; of the American Academy of Social and Political

Science and the Public Health Association. A lover of baseball

as a boy, he gets his present physical culture in the rooms of the

Young Men^s Christian Association to which he has given so much
time and labor. His political affiliation is with the Republican

party, but he confines his political activity to the exercise of the

voting franchise.

In 1873, Mr. Orrick was married to Miss Helen M. Lewis, daugh-

ter of Resin and Eliza (Pennington) Lewis, of Wheeling, West Vir-

ginia. Of the five children born to them three are now living:

Jesse Lewis; Virginia Pendelton, now Mrs. Carpenter, and Helen

Marr, now Mrs. Sloan.

Mr. Orrick has at times been a contributor to the newspapers on

questions of civic betterment and current interest.
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WILLIAM FRANCIS ALLEN

A FIVE-HUNDRED-acre garden is calculated to give one

enlarged ideas of the gardening business. Indeed, to most

of us who find a little plat of ground fifty-by-one hundred

a considerable job to wrestle over during the mellow spring and warm
summer days, a five-hundred-acre garden looms up as a very formid-

able proposition. And yet, on the Eastern Shore of Maryland there

lives a man, William Francis Allen, who runs near Salisbury a five-

hundred-acre garden. He does not call it that, but that’s what it is.

He calls it a “plantation and nursery.” But the system of cultiva-

tion pursued, and the results obtained are distinctly those of the most

scientific truck farmer. Where other gardeners plant in small patches,

Mr. Allen plants in acres. For example: In one season we find on

his place seventy-five acres of strawberries; fifteen acres of dewber-

ries; seventy-five acres of canteloupes; forty acres of cucumbers;

twenty-five acres of sweet potatoes, and twenty-five acres of other

truck. Coming down to results, he can show shipments in one sea-

son, 75,000 quarts of strawberries; 25,000 quarts of dewberries;

10,000 half-barrels of cucumbers; 1,700 three-peck crates of peaches;

forty carloads of canteloupes; fifty carloads of watermelons. One is

not surprised to learn that on this great estate, one hundred carloads

of horse manure and fertilizer are used annually, and that the cross

returns are S75,000. The quality of the fruit, vegetables and plants

shipped by this immense garden and nursery is such that Mr. Allen’s

name is known not only all over the United States and Canada, but

even unto the isles of the sea. He practically furnishes all the straw-

berry plants used upon the Bermuda Islands.

Now, let’s look a little while at this man and see how all this has

come about. He is a comparatively young man, born in the county

where he now lives, on February 25, 18G7, which shows him to be

now in the meridian of life. His parents were Albert James and

Elizabeth (Twilly) Allen. His father was in the earlier part of his

life a carpenter, who later became a farmer. The family is a mixture

of Scotch and English blood. His paternal grandfather, William



. ‘V
81 ijsirog

^ Sr ^

__ axiiaobiag ddl io ea.

^

l^iaiKintig vIo ^al<j ,8 .

j^»®^'j|ahttb^ »Ui^tw ot
>M-^ 9noo{ iisbiiig 97.'Mh'{>»^jit(it<4)'

ao ,in baA
ajffi/i odw ,4MllA^Rbm^

.J^^m^u4\^dS ft^Usi!} ic^a fmb 9H
. f iws^a ^tuQ- ':*».itma‘i>iui rnii^mi

'^f lo aJa

#' .mm M' '

'r,,Jo Baroa, msaiS jaahr^wste Wtai^
'itoo' to «95aB''x-tJof;s»qwI»r«s^ to 'isata#

'to bm9s av^’iEtoawJ bas yisoif^oqi toiJTW to

wSda fl«o 9d .etiw89^.o*aw
im&d’i^ to^.h(ci;p OOO,t£^t09iMs><f»jf,.1« to <
,#Si9q to ab^-»89i# WT;X laiadateaijo to m«t
^^‘.^sf>l9miMAS^jo efafioiw- ViaTaftlwd^^ iS
itM’ISa dnofaJjitos >toa^ atoi uo iiuLt awsl

bna'';:^to»iBM fcm' ota iMiiiJMl
‘ “

to<jiito,faBi- ssjdeii^sv ,itoi|. sdl to xSil»t/p adT
_
#aaIIA .^tM toilt-daus id xtobu/<! boa aabto^ sftiSdB

,

;iud ,ab«n«ri fcaa «9dBJ€ fctokiU sdi wo’Ub eino X

^
-waito aiii Ik'a^amia!''^!.joitoBiq sH -JOTodfl to a™..,

, .. „ .

’ •abvan^S

»

3X noqu bsMi
aa/J etoi birwad 99a baamm Bids iisiidw olWif « 3foof«*
Xfnuoa ^ds ai moci^,mm »aao'j xJsvxijruMjaaoa « ei »H
^ »# mtd awo^tfoWw .V««I^cS TCWBt«to'« no'W li
hm^s^coM, _«ry« atoaiaq aiH^.aia to'itaiJjhsan
fiUrt irrtn yw S>{_ ^ ~ r i ^ ,

,'S« i

Bid to^Xt/iq 1981*9 saw Mdj*! *IH .nslIA (« -clfitMl ’^dT a 90i'*!>^ i9tol wi-^
.
madiiW ,i«dl«}^ijX*OT9l*q ’*ili .liobW d*ilsn3

mi*



WILLIAM PilANCIB AliLEN^144

Allen, was a native of the same section, and was a man of means.

His mother, a daughter of Washington Twilly of Wicomico County,

is the eldest of thirteen children, eleven of whom are living. In one

line Mr. Allen’s descent is derived from the same man who was the

American ancestor of President James K. Polk. -Of this, more anon.

This gi'eat, successful and scientific farmer was a weakly youth

who did not get all together one full year of schooling,—his education

being confined to seven or eight short terms in the local schools of

his section. Fortunatelj^ for him, he was very fond of outdoor life;

exceedingly partial to nature in all its aspects, and took a keen inter-

est in the farm life from boyhood. This enabled him to outgrow the

weakness of his youth and developed a strong man physically. He
took to farming, not with the mere view of making a living, but with

the idea of accomplishing something worth while
;
and so at the age

of seventeen, on a borrowed capital of fifteen dollars, he started busi-

ness near Salisbury. This was twenty-five years ago. He now owns

the largest farm of its kind and the best nursery on the Peninsula.

He is probably the wealthiest farmer upon the Eastern shore of

Maryland, shipping some of his wares, and notably strawberry stock,

from California to the Bermuda Islands.

One does not want to get the idea that all these things just fell

into Mr. Allen’s open mouth. The great plant of the present day,

for so it may be called, is the result of twenty-five years of intense

and intelligent application. His earlier years were years of desperate

struggle. Practically without capital, except an abundance of energy

and ambition, he Tvas almost despairing, when an intelligent commis-

sion merchant of the city of Boston, Mr. H. H. Kendall, who saw

what was in the young man, gave him a lift in a monetary way, and

from that day to the present, the growth of his business has been

continuous. He is a recognized leader in his section, regarded as the

most scientific farmer upon the Peninsula; a long time president of

the Peninsula Horticultural Society; a director of the Peoples Bank,

and connected with the Wicomico County Fair Association, the

Home Gas Company, the Salisbury Railway Company and other

flourishing enterprises.

He supplies over four thousand customers a year from his rurs-

eries,—and the stamp of ‘‘Allen of Salisbury” on a crate of produce

or fruit or upon a package of plants, is accepted all over the country

as a guarantee of quality. A diligent student of the best works bear-
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ing upon agriculture; as well as a most earnest practitioner, he has

year by year improved his methods. He has weeded out and tried

hundreds and hundreds of varieties of fruits, and now grows over one

hundred varieties of strawberry plants alone,—all of which have

been brought to their present state by the most analytical and care-

ful methods. For example: He will offer a prize of two hundred

dollars or one hundred dollars for the best dozen strawberry plants,

—

the only condition being xhat the varieties vanning the prizes must

be new and have never been introduced. Some of the varieties orig-

inating from his plantation or through his efforts are now known in

every corner of the land. All this has been to him a labor of love.

With peculiar qualifications for the business, he has an intense love

for it—it is a passion with him, and his work has resulted not only

in a substantial prosperity for himself, but in assisting toward pros-

perity many hundreds of people who have never seen him. He is a

student of the soil; and like any other man who studies his business

thoroughly and carefully, he gets the results he goes after. Such a

man as this is invaluable, not only to the local community, but to

the State in which he lives. In America our development has been

far too one-sided. During the last forty years our people have run

mad after manufacturing interests; and though our agricultural

interests by reason of vast extent of territory, have made enormous

production, it has been at the cost of a great loss of fertility to the

soil. Men like Mr. Allen are the great exemplars to whom the people

can look for betterment of this weak spot. Year by year, he leaves

his acres better than he finds them; and the value of such men and

their methods cannot be computed in dollars.

Mr. Allen says he has never had the time for much amusements.

Indeed, a man who spends his life as he does gets recreation every

day. He, however, takes a trip every summer up through New Eng-

land, in which he gets both renewed strength and new ideas. He is

a liberal-minded man in religion. His parents are Baptists; his wife

was formerly a member of the Methodist Protestant church but the

family now attend the Presb}ff erian,—so he divides his time between

both churches. He is affiliated with the Masonic fraternity; and in

politics classes himself as a Democrat, though he reserves the right

of independent thinking and votes his conscience when he finds him-

self out of line with party nominations.

On November 12, 1800, Mr. Allen was married to Miss Martha



y

feT’lAKUJ^ 'ML^tJUaLV

' eaiflhJiv lo «fas^a«4|»o«^L^
’{ti»dw»Tj8 }o“:y}|fa«y 1^

fJ iftf ^Me ia'beto’iq Tvktsti ^

^«i^8 iiMttb^ j«j,} toj

Kii,. .Ktt^k>rfw^<«4i«Ji . \ V'.
-•'!

^ .'-ii^TT ^Ti'.
orfTi^^ r ;

^
,

»*W‘eOEtJbir«s^^

r ^ «0«%
8 mid «# ««W^ mmd ,U* tl * t , , .T^ *

'm
i^« ,«^ii«od ^r-ioJ aaoiJ49aiIa»p::thSa|i»ir^

%rf f«,« ,fl,a ftfri^aomB0‘S^M
.^8o,y imSrnm

9V,^ ttriw 9Jqoaqio.*fa9tbiH»d,;t<Wii‘4»^

9rf>.Ktas.. 9d .IjtolSM? fci»!“”i|J«^|i(rio^!tommoa! feaof ®^,„’!{l«o toa .MtalavarM -W’

3?i5 ^T1:/0 /feiMiff# film # 'V

wad-,'t»lhs®t io tfx®^ ,)«av %tammii
1o Mitawnw. V. +—. %J4. *...." .

1

r&C'V

-

'' 9 '9«>v ;ai!Mii abna »H n«il# ttWsirf tW««"*ij4
,

-
CTtjigfo gj b9jtftfig09 >>d

ffi'
":iWJwl9,j 30I„ 8«f «,biv;b y 99--

'

, ft* 8irf «,bivife y *
J?

kia '»,. i’l.i

' •,'ikr”

•’ ‘f^‘ ' ti

'V0

t

'. t^ i



146 WILLIAM FRANCIS ALLEN

P. Taylor, a daughter of Gillis T. Taylor of Sharpstown, Maryland.

With his wife and their four children he dwells in one of the most

beautiful country homes to be found in any part of our vast country.

Mention has been made of Mr. Allen’s relationship to President

Polk. His father, Albert James Allen, is a son of William Whitting-

ton Allen, v/ho married his cousin, Mary Whittington. Mary Whit-

tington was a daughter of Joseph Whittington, who married a IVIiss

Foster. Joseph Whittington was a son of William Whittington, a

colonel in the Revolutionary Army, who married Priscilla Polk.

Priscilla Polk was a daughter of James Polk, who was a grandson of

Robert Bruce Polk, who was the American progenitor of President

James K. Polk. This Colonel William Whittington of the Revolu-

tionary period, was said to have been a lineal descendant o Sir

Richard Whittington, known in history as “Dick” Whittington,

who was three times Lord Mayor of London. Mr. Allen can boast

good blood if he should care to do so,—but no man of his ancestry,

however famous he was, was ever more useful in his generation than

this unassuming Eastern Shore farmer.
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LOUIS SEYMOUR ZIMMERMAN

This is essentially the day of the young man. At no age in

history have so many young men been prominent in busi-

ness and in public life. A shining illustration of the success

of young men in business is given by Louis Se^unour Zimmerman,
president of the Maryland Trust Company of Baltimore, whose resi-

dence is at Robinson, Anne Arundel County, Maryland. Mr. Zim-

merman was born in Baltimore County on September 8, 1876; son

of Charles T. and Mary S. (Seymour) Zimmerman. His father was

a farmer of German descent. His mother was of English descent,

coming from a family which is one of the most illustrious in Great

Britain. This Se>unour family exhibits some of the most remarkable

mutations and figures in some of the most remantic chapters of Eng-

lish history. Mr. Zimmerman therefore comes of the best English,

or rather Norman and German blood. He was reared in the coun-

try; had good educational advantages, and became a clerk in Balti-

more at the age of sixteen. In 1894, he entered the service of the

Maryland Trust Company and while in that service he attended

lectures in the law department of the University of Maryland and

was graduated in 1900 wdth the degree of LL.B. In 1903, then a

young man of twenty-seven, he was elected assistant secretary and

assistant treasurer, and since that time has filled successively the

positions of secretary, second vice-president, acting president; and

in January, 1910 was elected president of the company. !Mr. Zim-

merman says that his record is yet to be made, and that to some extent

is true; but certain it is, that he has already made a remarkable

record, having risen from a clerkship in sixteen years to be presi-

dent of a great corporation, and not quite thirty-four years old.

He holds membership in the University and Merchant’s Clubs

of Baltimore, and the Phi Kappa Sigma fraternity. In political life,

he is an independent Democrat. He is very partial to outdoor life

of all kinds, but more particularly fond of water sports. His religious

affiliation is with the Presbyterian Church.
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It is a reasonable expectation that a young man who has trav-

eled so fast and so far has in him great possibilities of usefulness,

not only to the institutions with which he is connected, but to the

commonwealth.
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JAMES WILLIAM REESE

J
AMES WILLIAIM REESE, educator, was born at Westminster,

Carroll County, October 3, 1838, the son of Jacob and Eleanor

(Fisher) Reese. His father, a man of amiability, generosity

and with a high regard for scholarship was a merchant, banker and

manufacturer. Mr. Reese’s ancestors on his father’s side were

Germans who settled in Baltimore and in Western Marjdand during

the eighteenth century. His mother’s ancestors were Scotch-Irish,

and came from the same section of the State.

In childhood, Mr. Reese lived in the village, where he devoted

much of his time to outdoor games and books. His health was deli-

cate; notwithstanding which for several years he spent a portion of

the day in acquiring a practical knowledge of business in the bank
of which his father was cashier. His mother exercised a strong and

excellent influence upon his life during the period of growth. He says

:

My first books—the first to make a reader of me—were the ‘Arabian

Nights,’ Scott’s novels and Shakespeare; but general literature, the-

ology, and especially the Greek and Latin writers have done the most

towards fitting me for my work in life.” His early educational train-

ing was received from private tutors and at St. Timothy’s Hall,

Catonsville. He then entered Princeton College and was graduated

with the degree of A.B. in 1859. In 1862, the degree of A.M. was

conferred by Princeton; and in 1873, the Western Maryland College

honored him with the degree Ph.D. honoris causa. In I860, he entered

the General Theological Seminary of the Protestant Episcopal Church

in New York; and upon graduation in 1863, was ordained Deacon

by Bishop WTiittingham of Maryland. In January 1864, IMr. Reese

took charge of the Ascension Church at Westminster, which position

he held until 1870; but owing to the condition of his health, and

especially to the weakness of his voice, he found himself unfitted

for constant ministerial work, and resigned. He then accepted the

professorship of Ancient Languages and Literature in Western IMary-

land College, which position he now holds. His success as an edu-

cator, which was his personal preference after the ministry, has been

marked.
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Of the inflaciitial factors ia shaping his life, he ranks first, home
training; next is school discipline; then, his own private studies and

the advantages of foreign travel. Mr. Reese has already published

many addresses of an educational character. He has spoken many
times before the Maryland State Teachers’ 'Association, and his

paper which was read before that organization at Ocean City in 1902,

is the last of his addresses which has appeared in print.

He has been a member and an officer in the Masonic Order for

thirty years. He is also a member, and has been a vice-president of

the Maryland Princeton Alumni Association. In politics, he is

affiliated with the Republican party. He takes his relaxation from

labor in converse with chosen friends, reading novels, and solving

charades,—Bellamy’s by preference.

On February 12, 1868, Mr. Reese was married to Mary Pauline

Perry of Westminster. They have one child, a son.

His brief words of advice to young people starting on the journey

of life are comprised in one short sentence: “My advice to young

people is to do whatever duty they find to do from day to day, and

not bother their heads at all about ‘success.’
”

On February 26, 1910, the alumni of Western Maryland Col-

lege gave at the Belvedere Hotel in Baltimore, a banquet in honor of

Mr. Reese, to commemorate the close of forty years of continuous

service in that institution. This is a record of usefulness in the great

field of education that has been surpassed by few men in our country.
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JOHN MARSHALL BOWYER

TO BE superintendent of the United States Naval Academy
at Annapolis or United States Military Academy at West
Point, according as one belongs to the naval or military

service, is a very great honor. It means that the recipient of that

honor is not only a good soldier or sailor as the case may be, but that

he is a good executive and thorough disciplinarian, and in every

sense a master of men. That the government has used, since these

establishments were founded, a wise discrimination in the appoint-

ment of superintendents of these great schools is proven by the

results. In our great War between the States, and it w^as the greatest

four years’ war in all history, the graduates of West Point and Annap-
olis proved the value of their training. Since that time, it has been

proven again and again, and especially is this true as applied to the

navy when in the war with Spain, our naval gunners showed them-

selves to be the best marksmen in the world with big guns. The
Naval Academy is therefore a source of pride to every patriotic

American, for it has turned out gentlemen, scholars and officers,

whose superiors are not to be found on the globe. At least one of its

graduates ranks as the first scientist of his age, Matthew ^laury,

the renowned hydrographer of the seas.

In the present superintendent of the Naval Academy, Captain

John Marshall Bowser, the government has an officer who is con-

ducting that great institution according to the best of its long and

splendid traditions. Captain Bow^^er was born in Cass County,

Indiana, on June 19, 1853; son of Lewis Franklin and Naomi Erne-

line (Pugh) Bowyer. On his father’s side he is of German or French-

German, and on his mother’s, of English descent. The orignial spell-

ing of the name was Boyer. His people have been long settled in

America and with an honorable record in several States. After the

ordinary training of a boy, he was appointed to the Naval Academy
from Iowa, and entered the school on September 28, 1870, graduating

in the class of 1874. His naval record covers a period of forty years

of long, faithful and honorable service. He was promoted ensign on
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July 17, 1875; master on May 28, 1881; lieutenant, junior grade, on

March 3, 1883; lieutenant-commander on March 3, 1899; commander
on March 21, 1903; captain on November 8, 1907. His naval career

has covered a wide range and includes service on the Powhatan in

1874. In 1875-76 he was on the Franklin,- Juniata and Alaska

European station. Part of 1877 was spent on the training ship

Monongahela; and from 1877 to 1880 he was on the Michigan upon
the Northwestern Lakes. From there he went to the receiving ship

Independence in 1880, and in 1881 was transferred to the Wachuset

on the Pacific station, where he served until 1884 and was transferred

in that year for the second time to the Michigan on the Northwestern

Lakes. He remained there until 1887, when he was detached for

instruction in torpedo service, at Newport, and in 1888 was trans-

ferred to the Asiatic station and assigned to duty on the Omaha. He
remained on that station until 1891, w'hen he was detached for duty

at the Naval Academy, where he remained until 1894, taking a sum-

mer cruise in 1893 on the practice ship Constellation. From July

1894 to July, 1897 he was again on the North Atlantic station, being

attached to the Detroit, the Raleigh and the ill-fated battleship

Maine. From July, 1897 to the beginning of the war with Spain,

April 1898, he was on service under the Bureau of Ordnance at Wash-
ington Navy Yard, and was then assigned to duty as executive officer

of the Princeton] his service in the Spanish-American War was on

'patrol duty about the west end of Cuba. After the Spanish-Ameri-

can War he was assigned to duty in the Philippines, traveling to his

station via the Suez Canal, leaving New York on January 11, 1899.

He was detached from the Princeton to the Yorktown January 1, 1900,

and participated in the suppression of the Philippine insurrection

and the Boxer troubles in China. In September 1900 he was detached

from the Yorktown to the flagship Brooklyn as executive and on April

4, 1901 was ordered home. From July 16, 1901, to July 18, 1905, he

was on duty at the naval gun factory at the Washington Navy Yard

serving as assistant superintendent of gun factory and head of depart-

ment of yard and docks. On July 10, 1905 he was assigned to the

U. S. S. Columbia on special duty, as commanding officer. The Colum-

bia and the Marblehead were ordered to Colon on the Isthmus of

Panama during the elections of 1906, and six hundred marines went

ashore. Captain Bowyer being the senior officer present. Again he

was senior officer present at Havana, commanding United States
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naval force assigned to special duty in Cuban waters from Novem-
ber 2, 1906, to March 26, 1907, when hewas detached to serve as aid

to the assistant secretary of the navy. On November 22, 1907, he

took command of the battleship Illinois of the United States Atlan-

tic fleet, and made the famous cruise around the world in that battle-

ship, first under command of Rear Admiral Robley D. Evans, and

later under Rear Admiral Charles S. Sperry as commander-in-chief,

arriving at Hampton Roads on February 22, 1909. He was then

detached from the Illinois to the Connecticui on April 20, 1909, and

on June 10, 1909 was detached from the Connecticut and appointed

superintendent of the Naval Academy.

It will be seen from this brief record of forty years that Captain

Bowy'er has seen service in every department of the navy and in

every section of the globe. He has therefore every advantage which

it is possible for a naval ofiicer to possess and every qualification

which enters into the makeup of an efficient superintendent of the

academy. Not yet sixty years of age, he has seen thirty-six years

of active service, and is yet equal to years of effective service should

his country need him.

On October 29 1879, Captain BoTv^^er was married to Miss Cora

McCarter of Erie, Pennsylvania.

Captain Bow>^er is a member of the Army and Navy Clubs of

Washington and New York; the Hamilton Club of Brooklyn; the

Erie Club of Erie, Pennsylvc^nia, and the Fort Monroe Club, Fort

Monroe, Virginia. He has arrived at next to the highest rank in the

navy; and wdien his period of retirement comes, or before, he will

undoubtedly reach the highest rank. It is hard for anyone not in

close touch with the navy to understand the labor and the responsi-

bility involved in the recital of these forty years of service, but the

splendid record wUich the American navy has made in every con-

flict in which it has ever been engaged is a proof not only of the abil-

ity of our naval officers, but of their faithful performance of the long

years of drudgery incident to the profession, the performance of which

makes them fit when the great occasion comes.



IC-i’#'

a psI
»wii 04* lO' 0*

-^'-* ^•'

i&'Aiiil.r'P.P"' i)' ' ' w’ .' \

<t‘'
S^ftw «Atbmi)^^tha

' -0 '^rit^I IfiTunbA le^S. io lJXUl®/'^l«^ ^isj|iJ!>‘*Jg^3‘b^^ ,.

,8 «<*harfO

^'WKfs’i flo (tfjAoS «i|ipto8||!j8 §Bfy|Tii‘'~'’'

ii«|^;'l»G IttWiitoSttwO' 903 03 akioM»:3Si<ra .a

.btdddt Idiid" fill**

B
MmMi^ tW^0io*:0t04/f^iid 0H. .sdola srftjo

0094 'g<i4 0tf",0?j«"lo; wn, J**fe^'--
-"s (>0m9« Io aij^. 0* J4i:/^

<it bfdnmimw 7& {wo(i amj^D ^©3f8t e%l^|^:Qi i»b'i

lisii;
li'S

Ifti

^®,f bnidrtaoaw dt fvoa »r(i“'ij#4
adi 3i»xf ,«MTi« to^mnV'to! eaadt to klioorsiit fll'fewforiln

• '* '

'’"‘^.i^jS -^0 Yw/o oi »I»«m tiiri yys/i aeohamA sdf# d»'idw-'ij|o^f|rtbfli)jA

k tW^"~ topiq J8 ei begBimo nfnod nva ead WJifew 'aii

^f,®^’'" SOG^^dt ,^o 90fli*(»rioh4Kr:lijMsM;ii9i{3 io Jad .ototBBo loyao a^K),^6^^j(iiv

i©'^ ,noi»B9joiq[»ri3 oJ ^aobfoni YissWtS to

ajWs. HiSftit' . i|piiK)®jl7' ,,/*89®oonoi8«68OlC9T8»d309d'&ifi'iBSldi8feij|®jm
'iCili^Ai-

^,, Ji^^,' ;;^.^:,;, ,,tl«»fc .^}) 44f%|g|&fe; '-iji-y'

s'^

f.4,

Pl'.,'1



JOHN BUSHROD SCHWATKA

Dr. JOHN B. SCHWA.TKA, of Baltimore, who is the present

head of the Maryland Medical College, has traveled a long

way in a professional sense in the short space of twenty-

eight years.

He is a native of Maryland, born in Chesterville, Kent County,

on February 19, 1861, son of John August and Rachel R. E. Schwatka.

His father was by trade a wheelwright. His immediate family in

Ajnerica dates back to August Schwatka, who came from Borken,

Germany, and settled in Baltimore in 1796. His grandfather, John

Schwatka, son of August, born in Baltimore in 1812, moved about

1830 to Chesterville, where he engaged in business as a blacksmith

and wheelwright, and lived to the age of seventy-five. The founder

of the family, August Schwatka, was a soldier in the War of 1812, a

machinist by trade, who carried on business at the corner of Jasper

and Saratoga Streets. John A. Schwatka, father of the subject of

this sketch, succeeded to his father’s business in the village of Ches-

terville, and married Rachel Sanders, daughter of Bushrod and Emily

(Moffett) Sander^.

Dr. Schwatka was the elder of two children, his brother, Wil-

liam H. Schwatka, being also a practicing physician in Baltimore

until 1905, now at Rock Hall, Kent County. As a youth, John B.

Schwatka was robust and active, fond of hunting and fishing, and en-

joyed the usual life of a village boy, attending the local schools, and

getting the rudiments of an education. He went to the Sudlersville

Academy (so-called), and from that school to the University of

Maryland, going through the medical department and graduating

on March 1, 1882, with the degree of AI.D. Though he dismisses

with a line his post-graduate work both in America and Europe,

Dr. Schwatka has been a profound student of his profession.

Immediately after graduation he entered upon practice in Dela-

ware, but only remained there until November 1, 1883, when he

located in Baltimore which has since been the scene of his labors.

On August 10, 1885, less than two years after entering upon
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JOHN BTJSfiBOJ> SCHWATKA ^159

practice in Baltimore, he was appointed associate demonstrator

of Anatomy in the Baltimore Medical College. On November
18 of the same year he became demonstrator of anatomy. In that

same year of 1885 he was appointed (by Mayor James Hodges)

vaccine physician for the seventh and eighth wards, and serving for

two years in that capacity was appointed in 1887 assistant medical

examiner for the City of Baltimore. On March 8, 1886, the Balti-

more Medical College, in recognition of his attainments, compli-

mented him with an ‘‘ Honorary Diploma.” This was just four years

after his graduation. In 1887 he was appointed lecturer on regional

anatomy in the Baltimore Medical College. In 1895 he was elected

professor of anatomy of the Baltimore University. In 1896 he was
elected president of the board of directors of that institution. In

that same year he began his career as a military surgeon by appoint-

ment of the Governor as assistant surgeon with the rank of captain

on the staff of the Fourth Regiment, Maryland National Guards.

In 1897 he was elected professor of the diseases of children in the

Baltimore University, and in that same year was also honored by
election to the presidency of the Baltimore Medical and Surgical

Society. In conjunction with others he founded, in 1898, the Mary-
land Medical College, becoming professor of diseases of children and

also serving as president of the college from its organization until

his resignation in 1908, making ten years of service in that capacity.

In 1904 he was elected professor of dermatology in the Maryland

Medical College and in that year also became dean of the college.

In January, 1901 Governor John Walter Smith appointed Dr.

Schwatka surgeon-general of the State of ^Maryland, with the rank

of brigadier-general in which capacity he served during Governor

Smith’s term.

It will be seen from this brief record that his activity in every

department of the profession has been immense, and that this ac-

tivity, backed by his unusual aptitude, has w'on assured position in

everything that he undertook. It is probably true that his best

work has been done in the school room, where he is noted for the

thoroughness of his instruction and the happy faculty which he

possesses of imparting to his students a cpmplete knowledge of

anything that may be discussed.

Dr. Schwatka holds membership in the Medical and Chirurgical

Society of Maryland, in the Alumni Societies of Baltimore University,
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160 JOHN BUSHROD SCHWATKA

Baltimore Medical College^ and University of Maryland. He be-

longs to several fraternal organizations and in the Masonic Order

has attained to the thirty-second degree.

He was married in Kent County, Maryland, on October 6, 1885,

to Miss M.argaret G, Cooper, a native of Philadelphia. Of this mar-

riage there have been three children: John Bushrod, Jr., born July

28, 1886, died October 17, 1908, just as he had reached manhood;
second son, TV. Herdman, born August 11, 1888, who is now a prac-

ticing lawyer; the third child is a daughter, Miss Margaret Y.

Schwatka, born March 9, 1894, now a student in the Virginia Insti-

tute at Bristol, Virginia.

Dr. Schwatka’s political affiliation is with the Democratic party,

and in this connection he rather humorously says that he has never

changed his political allegiance, but has “remained ‘white’ and polit-

ically decent so far,” Those people who live south of Mason’s and

Dixon’s line will recognize the serious force underlying this rather

facetious statement.

In looking over his medical record it would not seem that there

has been any time left for anything else, but such is the energy of

the man that we find by the record that he has had a remarkable

political career. In September, 1898, he w^as nominated by the Demo-
crats to represent the Third IMaryland District in the Congress of

the United States. lie was defeated by 122 plurality. In the fol-

lowing autumn (1899) he was nominated by the Democrats for sheriff

of Baltimore City and was elected by twelve thousand (12,000) major-

ity, running ahead of the ticket. There is something worth noting

in this election as illustrating political methods in some of our cities:

In this second election he carried the Wards comprising the Third

Congressional District by more than twenty-five hundred (2500)

majority. It will be remembered that the year preceding he had

been defeated by 122 plurality in these same wards. The only com-

ment that he makes on this apparently phenomenal change is that

“the Republicans no longer controlled the ‘window’ with their ‘men

and methods.’ ”

In looking back over his past life, which has been so immensely

successful, he says that his owm personal preferences had most to do

with the selection of his vocation; that the strongest impulses in his

early life to struggle upwards came from his mother and the home

influence, though he docs not underrate the value of education and

school companionship.
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He possesses that veneer of surface cjuiicism which is not infre-

quently found in successful practitioners of medicine. Coming into

closer relationship with their feliowmen than the men of any other

calling, and seeing the littleness of men, they become cynical on the

surface. But these same men who will indulge in biting sarcasm at

the expense of their fellows in one hour will in the next hour spend

the last ounce of their strength in trying to keep life in the body of

some poor scrap of humanity who could well be spared. For it is

true at the bottom that the men who follow the calling of physicians

are animated by a sense of duty and an inborn love of humanity not

excelled by the men of any other calling whatever. All men of wide

experience are accustomed to this trait in doctors and take it at its

real valuation.

Dr. Schwatka possesses also a strong sense of humor, and says

in speaking of authorship, that he has not so far offended. This is

quite a feather in his cap in these days of the making of many books.

He is partial to all forms of athletic sports, and gets a certain

measure of relaxation from the hard work of his profession in this

direction. He comes of that strong German stock which has con-

tributed so enormously to the history of the world during the past

fifteen hundred years, and which in the last one hundred years has

taken such a decided lead in scientific discovery and mechanical

investigation. The time was when we looked to France for scientific

teaching, and to England for mechanical invention. Germany and

America have forged so rapidly to the front in both directions that

we are now measurably independent of both France and England

along these lines, though of course we utilize any knowledge which

they contribute to the general fund. It is quite probable in future,

that the thoroughness of the German, his infinite patience as to

details, his willingness to spend a lifetime, if necessary, in the estab-

lishment of one single scientific truth, will make of him a real leader

in world progress, add Dr. Schwatka’s career has shown that the

German blood idherited by him has lost nothing of its quality in his

case, and is largely responsible for the honorable and eminent posi-

tion which he now occupies.
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GEORGE MICHAEL LAMB

The late George Michael Lamb, who for many years occu-

pied an honorable place in the business circles of Baltimore,

was born in Baltimore County on July 25, 1847, and died

in Baltimore City on January 2, 1908. He was a son of John Emerson
and Esther (Matthews) Lamb. On both sides of the family he was
of English descent. John Emerson Lamb was an educator, a man or

unusual ability, who organized and became principal of Milton

Academy in Baltimore County, a school in which many of Maryland's

representative men received their education. He was a generous,

upright and unselfish man, whose children have since risen up to do

him honor.

His wufe, Esther Matthews, was a daughter of Eli and iMary

Matthews. Eli Matthews was descended from an Englishman who
came over from England in the time of Cromwell and settled in

Baltimore County.

John E. Lamb’s family history in Maryland goes back to Pierce

Lamb, who was a member of the Society of Friends. He came from

England in the early colonial period and settled in Kent County on

the Eastern Shore, that old county which has been fairly a breed-

ing place for the great families of Maryland. Pierce Lamb had two

sons: Francis and Pierce. The second Pierce drifted West. Francis

remained in Maryland. He was twice married, and was the father

of eight sons, five by the first wife. It is from the children of his

first wife that George M. Lamb was descended. His father founded

the Milton Boarding School in 1848. The Civil War interfering with

the schools of that section, he became attached to the internal reve-

nue ser\ice and spent the remainder of his life in that work.

Geroge M. Lamb’s early years were spent in the country. He
obtained a good education in the Milton Academy and the Westtown

Boarding School in Pennsylvania. Following that, he took a com-

mercial course in a Baltimore business college; and in 1807, entered

upon business life as an employee in the then firm of Gist and Wt'lls.

His ability and fidelity carried him steadily forward, and he became
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GEORGK MK^BLVT.L LAMB ^165

a partner in the business; and upon the death of Mr. Joseph Gist,

became head of the firm, the name of vvbich was then changed to

Lamb and Kemp, Mr. Edward Kemp having been admited to part-

nership. This partnership continued a few years
;
was then dissolved,

and a new firm succeeded, conriposed of Mr. Lamb and his younger

brother, John Emerson Lamb, under the firm name of G. M. Lamb
and Brother. The business was a produce commission, combined

with a pork-packing establishment, and occupied tw^o warehouses on
South Street. In 1907, the business of G. M. Lamb and Brother was
united with the R. M. Jones Company and incorporated under the

style of Jones and Lamb Company. After the fire of 1904, the busi-

ness became an exclusively pork-packing establishment.

Reared in the faith of the Society of Friends, to which his fam-

ily had been attached for generations, Mr. Lamb carried into his

business the moral earnestness and the unsv/erving integrity for which

the Friends are always and everywhere noted. Resulting from this,

he had the absolute confidence of his business associates and the high-

est respect and esteem or all with whom he came in contact. He
served for a time as a trustee and member of the executive committee

of the Enoch Pratt and Shepperd Hospital, and was also a director

for the Savings Bank of Baltimore.

His political affiliation was with the Republican party; but he

was not active in political life. In his private life, he was a great

home lover, and his chief pleasures were found in his country home,

where it w^as always his greatest delight to dispense hospitality to

his friends with his family gathered around him. He was an unas-

suming, useful, quiet citizen who served his generation faithfully.

His older brother, Eli M. Lamb, took hold of the now famous

Friends^ School in Baltimore some forty-five years ago, when it had

but twenty scholars, and made of it one of the famous educational

institutions of that section of our country.

On February 22, 1876, Mr. Lamb was married to iMiss Annie

L. Roberts, daughter of Josiah and Lydia Roberts of Moorestown,

Burlington County, New Jersey, a family settled for generations in

that section. Five children were born of this marriage, all of whom
are living: Edith, the daughter, married Howard Cooper Johnson of

Philadelphia, and is now a resident of that city. The sons are:

George M., Junior; Robert Emerson; Philip Edward, and James

Gibson Lamb.
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In his annual report for 1908^ Doctor E. N. Brush, physician-in-

chief and superintendent of the Shepperd and Enoch Pratt Hospital,

made the following reference in connection with Mr. Lamb^s work as

a member of the board of trustees: ^Must at the opening of the year,

you as a Board and 1 personally, were called upon to meet a great

and irreparable less in the death of Mr. George M. Lamb. He had

been a member of your Board for eighteen years. Residing nearer

the hospital than any other member, he vv^as more frequently a visitor

and I therefore saw more of him and grew into the habit of conferring

with him more than with any other Trustee. I learned to respect

his judgment and to rely upon his friendship, and I have missed and

shall miss both. The hospital has lost in his death a most devoted

friend, and you as a Board a wise and safe counselor.”





FERDINAND WILLIAMS

J
UDGE FERDINAND 'WILLIAMS of Cumberland, who
ranks as one of the leading lawyers of Western Maryland, is

a native of Calvert County; born in January 1846: son of the

Reverend Henry and Priscilla Elizabeth (Chew) Williams. His

father was an Episcopal minister, thoroughly consecrated to his

work. He was descended from a family which originally settled in

South Carolina, coming from England; and in later generations, the

grandfather of Judge Chew moved to Maryland. The Williams name
will be honored in South Carolina and Charleston as long as tha

city stands, because of the record made by George W. Wiliams, the

merchant prince, philanthropist and patriot.

On the maternal side. Judge Williams is descended from a

notable Maryland family, the Chews, long prominent in Virginia,

in Maryland and in Pennsylvania. The family was founded by John

Chew, who came from Chewtcn, Somersetshire, England, in 1622;

was a member from Jamestown in the Virginia House of Burgesses

in 1623; and in 1643 was in the House of Burgesses from Hogg’s

Island. He left two sons, Samuel and Joseph. One of these sons

settled in Maryland, and had a son. Colonel Samuel Chew, who was

very prominent in the early history of Maryland. He settled in Anne
Arundel County; and, as his will, probated on the 12th of June, 1677,

shows, he left seven sons: Samuel, Joseph, Nathaniel; William,

Benjamin, John and Caleb, .x grandson of this Samuel became chief

justice of the three lower counties of Pennsylvania, now comprising

the State of Delaware; and his son Benjamin was speaker of the

Pennsylvania Assembly, and chief justice of the State. It was his

stone residence in Germantown into w’hich the British threw them-

selves and checked the victorious career of the Americans at the bat-

tle of Germantown. Richard Smith Chew, naval officer, also belonged

to this Maryland family. In the war between the States there was

no more famous command in the Confederate army than Chew’s

battery of light artillery attached to Stuart’s cavalry corps, and the

commander of this famous battery belonged to this Maryland fain-
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iJy. From this brief mention it will be seen that Judge Williams comes

on both sides of the family from the best of our American stock.

iMr. Williams was reared mostly in the country; a healthy boy;

and after attendance upon the Calvert County, schools, entered the

Mar>dand Agricultural College at Bladensburg. Leaving that insti-

tution, he studied law in the office of his elder brother, Henry Wil-

liams, at Cumberland, and was admitted to the bar in 1868. His

life since that time has been that of the hard-working lawyer. He
speedily w^on rank in the profession, and has several times been tend-

ered appointment of circuit judge of the Allegany district by differ-

ert governors. He declined all these tenders but one, which was

during the administration of Governor John Walter Smith. He
accepted on that occasion, and served for two years. He prefers,

however, the active practice rather than the duties of the bench.

He was a presidential elector on the Democratic ticket in 1904. He
is a member of the Allegany and Maryland Bar Associations; and is

affiliated with the Masonic fraternity. Religiously, he is a commu-
nicant of the Episcopal church, in which he has been a vestryman.

The bar of Cumberland has always been strong. The second

city of the State in size; the residence of something like fifty lawyers,

it is strong evidence of ability when a practicing attorney stands up

in the front rank, and this position has been occupied by Judge

Williams for many years. He is a man of high character and attrac-

tive personal qualities.

In November, 1870, he married Miss Flora F. Johnson, daugh-

ter of Richard D. Johnson of Cumberland, Allegany County. They

have three children.
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JOHN HAINES KIMBLE

Among the unassuming and useful citizens of Port Deposit,

no man ranks higher than John Haines Kimble, banker by
occupation, and now secretary, assistant treasurer and trus-

tee of the Jacob Tome Institute. Mr. Kimble was born in West
Nottingham Township, Chester County, Pennsylvania, October

26, 1860; son of Anson B. and Mary Hannah (Kirk) Kimble. On the

paternal side, Mr. Kimble is of English descent; and on the maternal,

of Scotch-Irish. There are three or four spellings of the name. The
oldest spelling found in England, and from which all the others have

come is Kimbell; the New England is Kimball and dates back to the

first settler of the name who came over in 1634 to Watertown, Mas-

sachusetts. Curiously enough, there is a county in Texas named in

honor of some Kimble who spells his name in the same way that John

H. Kimble does. This branch of the family was founded by John

Kimble who settled in New London, Chester County, Pennsylvania,

before the Revolutionary war. In 1790 this John Kimble was living

where he first settled, and including himself was the head of a family

of seven persons.

On the maternal side, Mr. Kimble’s ancestry goes back to Roger

Kirk who migrated from Northern Ireland and settled in East Not-

tingham, Chester County, Pennsylvania, in 1712, and married

Elizabeth Richards of Aston in 1714. John H. Kimble is in the

seventh generation from Roger and Elizabeth Richards Kirk.

Mr. Kimble was a healthy boy, reared in the country; had to

do the work of a farmer’s boy, and was especially fond of reading,

devouring every book upon which he could get his hands, but was

especially partial to historical works. His labors on his father’s

farm continued until he was seventeen hears old, and he there learned

the valuable lesson that, to succeed as a farmer, it was necessary to

be economical and to do things well. He has since found that the

same things are necessary in every other walk of life if one would

succeed. His education was obtained in the public schools up to

the age of fourteen. After that, he had three months’ in the Oxford
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JOHK HAINES KIMBLE/tl72

(Pennsyivania) Seminary, and three months in Eastman’s Business

College at Poughkeepsie, New York, where he was graduated in

1878 with the degree of Master of Accounts. In 1879, he entered

business life as a clerk for J. L. Cooper, a grain dealer of Nottingham,

Pennsylvania. He remained in this service until 1882, w'hen he

became a teller in the Cecil National Bank of Port Deposit, and held

that position from 1883 to 1900. Upon entering upon his duties

in the bank on January 31, 1883, he married Miss Mary J. Tome,
daughter of Peter and niece of Jacob Tome, founder of the Jacob

Tome Institute. Of his marriage, two children have been born, both

living: Chester Tome and Annie May Kimble.

He spent seventeen years in the service of the bank, intent onl}'

upon the discharge of his duty from day to day and without ulterior

ambitions, except as these might come in the wray of duty. His

faithful service, however, had attracted attention to him, and in

1900 he became secretary of the board of trustees of the Jacob Tome
Institute, assistant treasurer and a member of the board of trustees

and on the executive committee. This position he has filled not only

with fidelity, but with marked ability, and is now director in the

National Bank of Port Deposit.

He is a lifetime Democrat in his political affiliations, and though

never a seeker after place, his qualities had so commended him to

the people of his county, that in 1899 he w^as elected as a Democrat

a member of the House of Delegates for a term of tw’o years, serving

while in the General Assembly on several important Committees

including Ways and Means. This duty he discharged with his usual

fidelity.

Mr. Kimble is a typical American in one thing—his favorite

amusement is base ball. He is an earnest member of the ^lethodist

Church and the Masonic fraternity. He is now a member of the

board of managers of the IMutual Fire Insurance Company of Cecil

County. He is also a Charter member of and still a director in the

Union Hospital of Elkton. In 1908 he w^as appointed by Governor

Grothers, as a director of the Maryland Penitentiary, wUich term he

is now serving. This appointment in itself indicates the esteem in

which Mr. Kimble is held.

Mr. Kimble is a strong believer in the gospel of hard w'ork, and

that hard w'ork properly applied w'ill always win a fair measure of

success, and in some cases even more than this. He believes every one
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should embrace every opportunity to get a good, rounded education,

and especially to develop that side to which the mind leans strongest.

One phase of his activities has been reserved for the concluding

remark. When he settled in the bank and married, he located on a

farm near Port Deposit, from which he could come in to his daily

duties, returning home in the evening. This led to his taking an

active interest in farming matters. The American people are just

beginning to wake up upon this question of the proper development

of agriculture; but Mr. Kimble woke up twenty-five years ago, and

early in the battle he became identified with the Farmer’s National

Congress, which held its first meeting at Chicago in 1881, and which

holds its next meeting at Lincoln, Nebraska, during the current year.

This body, non-partisan, non-sectional, in no sense like the Grange

or the Farmer’s Union, organized for the purpose of bringing together

the best men of the country who are interested in farming, will hold

its thirtieth convention this year. It has had at its head during

these thirty years some of the most eminent farmers of the country.

The amount of good which it has done cannot be estimated; for it

speaks with authority, controlled as it is by unselfish men who work

without pay, and who pay their own expenses, to attend the national

convention. They have brought to bear in these thirty years influ-

ences which have resulted in great good; and as all good influences

are cumulative, the future of this great association is now full of

promise. Mr. Kimble has been something more than a member, he

is one of the three assistant secretaries, and has given much time and

labor, and spent a goodly number of dollars in this work, which is

purely one of good citizenship without any direct or material rew*ard.

It is probably that in this he takes more pleasure than in any other

work he has done, and it is certain that in this he is doing better work

for his country than anything else he has ever attempted.
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RILEY E. WRIGHT

J
UDGE RILEY E. WRIGHT, senior member of the well

^

known law firm of Wright and Wright of Baltimore, (his

brother M. W. Wright being the junior partner), was born

in the town of Westminster, Vermont, on July 24, 1839, son of Erastus
i

and Mary Ann (Fairbrother) Wright. Judge Wright’s father 'was by ^

occupation a farmer, a well informed and widely read man of sound

judgment and strict integrity, who held during his life at different
i

times various town and county offices. An investigation made some

years back shows that in the early settlement of the colonies there

came to America five distinct families of Wrights and that investi-

gation shows that each one of these families through their descend-

ants have won a remarkable measure of distinction in the new country.

The particular branch to -which Judge Wright belongs goes back

through Deacon Samuel Wright of Springfield, Massachusetts, who

was descended from John Wright, Lord of Kelvedon Hall, County

Essex, England. Captain Azariah Wright, great grandfather of

Judge Wright, \;\dth his company of militia on March 13, 1775,
j

defended the court house, resisting the provincial authorities who

wanted to hold court, and this affair known as the courthouse affray

resulted in the death of two of the patriots and was really the first

bloodshed of the Revolution. This same Captain Wright served

through the Revolutionary War and accompanied Arnold in his

famous expedition to Quebec. Judge Wright’s maternal great-grand-

father, Richard Fairbrother, also served throu;\hout the Revolu-

tionary War.

A robust boy, disposed to be studious, and yet fond of ath-

letics and hunting, Judge Wright had the advantage of country roar-

ing. He worked steadily on his father’s farm at tasks suited to his

years and was taught to believe that habits of industry are essential

to the formation of character and to success in later life. He had

good school advantages, attending the Academy at Derby, Vermont,

and Green Mountain Institute, in Glover, Vermont, and The Powers

Institute, at Bernardston, ^Massachusetts, and then engaged in
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teaching in which he earned the sufficient sum to pay his expenses in

Dartmouth College, which he left to enter Middlebury College. He
was in his sophomore year at college when the outbreak of the Civil

War carried him into the Union Army where he served as captain

of Company H, 15th Vermont Infantry. After what is known in

history as St. Albans raid, he was placed in command of the post at

Derbyline, Vermont. He had decided to enter the legal profession

and as opportunity permitted had read law. Upon his discharge

from the army in April 1865, he located in Baltimore and was admitted

to the bar and began practice. In the intervening years he has stead-

ily followed his profession broken only by one term of service as chief

judge of the orphans court of Baltimore from February, 1897, to

November 30, 1899.

On September 11, 1866, Judge Wright married Miss Mary E.

Collier, daughter of Isaac Collier, of Vermont.

Judge Wright is a member of the Masonic fraternity, of the

Society of Protection to Children being a member of the board of

managers of that Society, and is identified with the Grand Army of

the Republic in which he holds the position of judge advocate general.

His political affiliations are with the Republican party. Out-

side of his legal studies he has always been partial in a literary way
to biographical and historical matter. He finds his recreation in a

very unusual way. His hobby, if it may be called a hobby, which

possesses for him so much fascination as to be really a healthful

pursuit, is numismatics.

.Another branch of the Wright family has made a most distin-

guished record in Maryland; yet another in Georgia; yet another in

Tennessee; Judge Wright coming from the New England family

and settling in Maryland, has upheld most worthily the traditions

of the various branches of the Wright family, which have worked so

worthily and well in the making of this republic.
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JOSHUA FP^EDERICK COCKEY

J
OSHUA FREDERICK COCKEY, president of the National

Bank of Cockeysville, Baltimore County, Maryland, was

born on August 26, 1840, in the town where he now lives.

His father, after whom he was named, was a farmer by occupation,

prominent in the life of his generation, serving his county for six

years as county commissioner, and for twenty-four years as chief

judge of the orphans court. He was a man of sterling character

and strong intellect. He married Henrietta Dorsey Worthington,

and it was of this marriage that the subject of this sketch was born.

The first known ancestor of this family in America Tvas William

Cockey who came from Devonshire, England, and settled on the

Magothy River, Anne Arundel County, Maryland, in 1679. There

is knowm to be a family of this name in Scotland, w^here the spelling

is Cockie, but the family appears to be more numerously represented

in Great Britain in the form of Cockey.

Mr. Cockeyes family has been honorably knowm inlMaryland

since his first ancestor came over, and in his ancestral line is found

General Mordecai Gist who led the famous IMaryland Line during

the Revolution and was one of Washington’s trusted officers. Joshua

F. Cockey was fortunate in his parentage. His father was a man of

strong character, to -whom he could look up, and he possessed a

mother w'ho wms a wmman of good intellect and fine spiritual char-

acter, wffiose care he repaid wdth strong affection. He had the i)cst

of educational advantages and abundant good books at his com-

mand and good schools in reach. From the country schools he went

to the Cumberland Valley Institute at Mechaiiicsburg, and from there

to Calvary College at New Windsor, ^Maryland. Arriving at man-

hood, Mr. Cockey elected to be a merchant and established him>elt

in his native town in 1866 as a general merchant, which business lie

pursued with success for twenty-fiv'e years. When in 1891 the

National Bank of Cockcysville was organized, he became preside nt

of that institution, and has served in that capacity up to the present.

His life has in the main run along the lines of private citizenship,
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and he has not sought public places. He was, however, appointed

election supervisor by Governor Frank Brown, and served in that

capacity.

His religious afnliation is with the Protestant Episcopal Church;

and since 1885 he has been a vestryman of the Sherwood Episcopal

Church at Cockeysville. He is partial to hshing and gunning as

furnishing the needed recreation from the cares of business. In

political life, he is an independent, believing it to be the duty of every

American citizen to act upon his own political convictions, and not

chain himself down by a blind adherence to some political machine.

On April 8, 1868, Mr. Cockey was married to Miss Sarah J.

Denmead. Of this marriage, four children were born, three of whom
are living. Sometime after the death of his first wife, he married

on October 22, 1896, Miss Anna Buchanan Bussey. They have two

sons.

To young men who wish to attain true success in life, Mr. Cockey

commends frugality, industry, perseverance, and absolute integrity.

In the maternal line, Mr. Cockey is descended from the old

English family of Worthington, originally located at Worthington,

County Lancaster, England. It is a very ancient family, and from

the original stock have come the Worthingtons of Shevington, the

Worthingtons of Blainscough, the Worthingtons of Crosshawe, the

Worthingtons of Sandiway Bank. Apparently all of these branches

of the family came from one stock, for the same coat of arms is found

in each family with slight variations in the crest or motto. It is one

of the few English families in which there appears to have been

maintained such a close connection with the parent house.

Mr. Cockey lives at the beautiful old homestead where he has

resided for more than thirty years. The grounds are spacious and

well laid out with lovely trees and shrubbery. From his residence,

which occupies a commanding position, he enjoj^s a beautiful view of

the country for miles around. Besides his banking and various other

business interests, he has also some of the finest farming lands in the

vicinity of Cockeysville and takes a hearty and active interest in every-

thing pretaining to the development, advancement and improvement

of the community.

Mr. Cockey is a close observer, studying carefully business con-

ditions at home and abroad. In order to keep himself thoroughly in

touch with business developments of the country, he occasionally
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182 JOSHUA FREDERICK COCKEY

takes trips abroad, and thus becomes acquainted at first hand with

business conditions in foreign countries, and this with his accurate

knowledge of conditions in this country enables him to wisely pro-

mote the various interests with which he is identified.
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WILLIAxM GISRIEL

WILLIAiM GISRIEL, SR
,
member of the firm of William

Gisriel and Son, brass founders, is a native Baltimorean;

born on March 29, 1S53, son of Frederick and Rosina

Gisriel. His father was a baker by trade, industrious, economical,

and of limited education.

Young Gisriel as a boy enjoyed good health, attended the pub-

lic schools up to the age of twelve, and was taught work at home by
being utilized in such little matters as sawing and splitting wood,

taking care of the horse and cow, cleaning wagon and carriage, and

looking after the premises. He thus started out in life with a good

training along the line of industry. With a touch of humor, iMr.

Gisriel relates that a very strong influence at this period was his

mother’s slipper.

At the age of twelve his schooling ended and he began work.

He lost his father when he was about fifteen years old, and was

entered as an apprentice in Henry McShane’s brass foundry, to learn

the trade of brass molder. Even at that early period the boy had made
up his mind to accomplish something in the world. He states that

even then as an apprentice, sitting around the stove eating cold

lunch and laughed at by the men, he told them that he would some

day give them all a job, which has literally come true. The forty-

two years which have elapsed since he entered McShane’s brass

foundry as an apprentice, have been years of steady, unremitting

labor, and conscientious devotion to duty. As a result of this labor,

reinforced by natural capacity, he is now at the head of a strong con-

cern, said to be the best of its kind in the city. The fact that he was

thrown on his own resources at an early age, has contributed much

to making him the man that he is.

While Mr. Gisriel has made a substantial success in a material

way, he is even more prominent in the moral and religious life of the

city. He has been a very useful citizen in such public work as the

improvement of Jones Falls, the making of a proper civic center,

and the introducing of natural gas into the City of Baltimore.
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186 WILLIAM GISRIEL

At one time a Democrat in his political affiliations, he became
an independent with Prohibition proclivities, on account of the

tariff and the liquor questions.

His code has been a simple and a practical one, even if the stand-

ard has been high. It may briefly be summarized as a determination

to keep every promise; a refusal to put any labor into work which

did not bring with it some pleasure as well as gain; no set hours for

work; an honest effort to do the work in hand better than it had ever

been done before; politeness to all, and gratitude for all kindness

shown. This code has proven for him a practical and a very profit-

able one.

He is a devoted member of the Methodist Episcopal Church,

and has been exceedingly active in the work of that great religious

denomination. In 1885 he was made president of the Summit Grove

Camp IMeeting Association, of Pennsylvania. In his business life in

1873 he became president of the Maryland Brass Metal Works, when

he was barely a man grovm. In 1908 he was elected president of the

Winks Railroad Safety Appliance Company. He is affiliated with

the Masonic fraternity, the Methodist Union, the Presb\d;erian

Union, the Merchants’ and Manufacturers’ Club, and the Old Town
Merchants’ and ^lanufacturers’ Association.

Though he has never taken an active part in politics, his strong

stand upon the question of the prohibition of the liquor traffic has

led to his nomination by the Prohibitionists for the city council, for

mayor, for judge of the orphans’ court, for legislator, for Congress,

and in 1904 for governor.

He has cooperated in all the great evangelistic meetings held

in the city of Baltimore during the past twenty years, under such

leaders as Sam Jones, Ostrom, Gipsy Smith and others. He was

instrumental in bringing the National Holiness Convention, with

Bible Conference and other similar meetings, to Baltimore, and

actively assisted in organizing and managing the Evangelistic meet-

ings held in the city during the General Conference held in May,

1908. The Laymen’s Missionary Convention held in November,

1909, had his active assistance, and he was one of the managers.

He now holds position of trustee for Asbury College, Wilmore,

Kentucky; Taylor University, Upland, Indiana; Madison Square

M. E. Church, Baltimore; treasurer Brass Founders’ Association.

Baltimore; director in First National Bank, New Freedom, Pemisyl-
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vania. On May .10, 1903, he was elected li.fe member of the Maryland
Commandery of the Knights Templar.

Mr. Gisriel finds his chief recreation in boating, fishing and travel.

On April 27, 1871, he married Miss Martha Washington Cor-

nelius. Of this marriage ten children have been born, of whom eight

are now living.

Mr. Grisriel presents in his own person a splendid example of

those strong, clean men contributed by the German people to our

country to the number of millions during the last seventy-five years.

He is of the very best tj’pe of American business man. Believing

thoroughly and heartily in the system of Christian ethics, he has

made the Bible the guide of his daily life and practice. To the young

man starting out in life and earnestly desirous of attaining to true

success, he lays down very briefly a few" things w-hich he know's by

practical experience to be of value. He thinks it is well as a start-

ing point, for the youth to earn their own money, and thereby learn

its value; to associate only with clean Christian men and women; to

always stand firmly on the side of right; to guard against selfishness;

to value one^s w"ord above all things; to be hospitable and charitable.

He makes one suggestion of great value and often overlooked, w"hen

he says: “Do not turn down every friend who may appeal for help.

You may miss a chance of doing great good.”

The life of this man illustrates the value not only of industry,

but of Christian character, and proves that even in these days of

sordid commercialism, character counts for most, and ihat to him

who puts first, service for God and fellowman, wall come all good

things.
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THOMAS FOOTER

The world moves because here and there are found men who
can create things. The average man is a mere follower of

readymade customs, and if the world had to depend for its

progress on the average man, it would stand still or slide back. But
fortunately there are bor.. into this world a certain percentage of

men who are never content vdth what is, and whose souls are con-

centrated upon the idea of doing something more or something better

than has been done heretofore.

To this class belongs Thomas Footer, now a leading citizen of

Cumberland, who in his brief sixty-three years of life has accom-

plished a really monumental work.

Mr. Footer was born in England on March 8, 1847. His parents

were James and Mary (Sparks) Footer. His father was a paper

manufacturer. Thomas Footer lost both parents in childhood and

began the work of life very young. The name was originally Flitter,

and was found in Norfolk, England, as early as 1563, and at that

time in the possession of coat armor. In its origin, the name is

undoubtedly German, and the English family was probably founded

by emigrants from Germany.

Mr. Footer’s education was mostly acquired, after the work of

the day, in night schools. He has had a partiality through life for

the study of history and chemistr}', and this taste for chemistry has

probably been the controlling factor in the character of his life work.

'He was married on March 17, 1866, to ]\Iiss Elizabeth Booth,

and to them have been born nine children, of whom live are living.

Eighteen hundred and seventy found him locatctl in CuiuIkm’-

land, a young man of twenty-three with a young family. He saw the

need of better dyeing and cleaning facilities than then existed. He

established a small business and started out with the purpose that

he would not only treat his customers honestly, but would do better

work than anyone who had preceded hiin. In these forty years since

1870, he has done a marvelous work. He has built up the largest,

best equipped and most complete dyeing and cleaning plant in the
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THOMAS FOOTER ^191

United States. He did not trouble himself to seek for a better loca-

tion. He had that rare quality of genius which told him that the peo-

ple would come to the man who did things best. It is not the purpose

of the biographer to enter into every small detail of a man’s busi-

ness life or professional record, but the work done by Mr. Footer in

Cumberland has been such as to justify some mention of details.

To-day the vast plant incorporated under the name of Footer Dye
Works consists of a series of great four-story buildings covering

many thousand square feet of surface, with every possible facility

that the business can demand, and kept in most immaculate condi-

tion. Evidently the president of the company believes that ‘‘clean-

liness is akin to godliness,” for the entire plant is kept as spotless as

a lady’s parlor. From the heaviest fabrics to the finest and most

expensive lace curtains, everything can be, and is handled with neat-

ness and without damage to the most delicate fabric. It takes nearly

five hundred people to run this immense plant, and the payroll

runs up into thousands of dollars weekly. The office alone requires

a clerical force of a dozen or more men. Cost is not taken into

account where any improvement is needed. For example, Mr.

Footer saw the need of two machines and their accessories, used on

the continent of Europe, which would facilitate his work. The cost

was S30,000. He never hesitated a moment, but put them in. And
that is the keynote of the business, nothing is too small or unim-

portant, and nothing is too big or important for this plant. In the

dye house, men only are used. For cleaning hats, gloves and feathers,

there is a separate one-story building. Two hundred girls are

employed on waists and skirts. It takes five massive boilers to run

the plant, which consumes one hundred tons of coal weekly; and in

addition to this there is an electrical power plant. The hygienic

and sanitary appointments of the plant are as perfect in detail as

money and skill can make them, and four janitors are steadily at

work keeping the place in perfect order. The comfort of the employees

has been provided for by a well-lighted and comfortable dining room,

where meals are served at cost. It would take many pa'aes to give a

thorough description of this model plant, but enough has been said

to indicate to the thoughtful reader the magnitude of the work which

has been done. Mr. Footer’s three sons are all following in his foot-

steps and are actively interested in the business. Mr. Harry Footer

is secretary and treasurer; Mr. Joseph W. Footer is vice-president,
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and Mr. Edmund B. Footer is manager of the dye works. One of his

sons-in-law, Mr. C. H. Gloss, is in charge of the dry-cleaning depart-

ment and superintendent of the finishing department. His remain-

ing daughter is now Mrs. Spitzna.

With all of this, Mr. Footer is an unassuming man, with a strong

aversion to notoriety. While he supports the Republican party in

politics, he takes no active part in political life. He is a Mason of

high standing, having served as Junior Grand Warden of the Grand
Lodge of iMaryland. He is a director of the Citizens National Bank

;

president of the Maryland Theater Company; president of the Board

of Trade, and has served as a member of the city council. As indi-

cating somewhat the character of the man, it may be mentioned

here that though the vv ork he has done in Cumberland has attracted

much attention, and numerous articles have appeared concerning it

in current periodicals, he has never preserved a clipping. With him,

the work is everything—the man is nothing. The value of such men
to a community cannot be measured, and our country has been

exceedingly fortunate in the fact that in every section there are found

these hard-working, steady-going, creative men consumed with a

desire to do things well, and of this class Thomas Footer of Cumber-

land is a most honorable illustration.
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LOUIS WHITE GUNBY

ONE of the strong men in the business circles of the Eastern

Shore at the present time is Louis W. Gunby of Salisbury.

Mr. Gunby was born at Forktown, Somerset County,

Maryland, (now Wicomico), March 5, 1854; son of John K. and

Charlotte (Somers) Gunby. His father combined the occupations

of merchant and miller. He was a man of excellent education for

those days; served in the General Assembly as a representative from

Somerset County and on the Governor’s staff from 1845 to 1854

The Gunby family has been identified with Maryland since 1G60,

coming from Yorkshire, England. The name is an illustrious one in

the annals of IMaryland, due to the Revolutionary record of Colonel

John Gunby, who was commissioned colonel of the Seventh ^Maryland

Regiment of the Continental Army on April 17, 1777. Later he was

transferred to the command of the First Maryland Regiment and led

that famous organization in Green’s Southern Campaign. At the

battle of Guilford Court House in 1781, the First IMaryland com-

manded by Gunby, with John Eager Howard as his lieutenant-col-

onel, bore the brunt of the battle. Gunby’s supports failed him at the

critical moment, and Green’s lines were thrown into disorder. The
main body of the British Army was thrown against the First Mary-

land. Gunby and Howard with their command made as stubborn

a stand as is recorded in history. Three times the British charged,

and three times they were met by counter charge. A little battery

of two guns over which they were contending was taken and retaken

three times, and the gallant and stubborn stand of the First ^lary-

land Regiment enabled Green to reform his lines and draw off his

forces in good order after having inflicted upon Cornwallis a much
larger loss than that sustained by his own army. General Henry

Lee in his memoirs of the war, always conservative in his expression,

accorded high praise to the First Maryland Regiment and its com-

manding officers for its splendid service on that critical day. From
th's John Gunby, Louis W. Gunby is descended in the direct I'ne.

The family was founded in Maryland by three brothers: James,
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196 LOUIS WHITE GUNBY

John and William Gunby, who came from Yorkshire about 1660

and settled on the Eastern Shore; James in Salisbury; John and Wil-

liam in Forktown (now Fruitland). Each had large families. The
children scattered after maturity to other sections, and their descend-

ants are now found as far west as Missouri, and as far south as Geor-

gia. The larger fraction of the heirs, however, remained on the

Eastern Shore of Maryland. In the maternal line, Mr. Gunby is

descended from the famous Somers family, of which Captain George

Somers was the founder. Captain George Somers was a famous

navigator in the early days, and while returning to England after

bringing a shipload of colonists to Virginia, was wrecked on the

Bermuda Islands. On board his ship were a number of hogs which

were saved, and from these hogs came the hog-raising industry of the

Bermuda Islands, and the first money used on the Islands was called

“hog money.” For generations the Bermuda Islands were known
as the “Somers Islands” in honor of the old sea captain who became

profoundly attached to them and spent the remainder of his life there.

Because of his great work in colonizing the western lands, the English

government requested of him the privilege of interring his body in

Westminster Abbey when he should die. The captain agreed on the

condition that his heart should be buried in the Bermuda Islands,

and this was done.

Mr. Gunby therefore is descended from two famous colonial

families. He was a healthy boy, reared in the country, and his earli-

est tendencies were toward a professional life. His father died in

’ his early youth, and the lad after obtaining a moderate degree of

education in the Salisbury Academy, took up work in order to be of

assistance to his widowed mother. He was but fourteen years old

when he began as a clerk in a hardware store conducted by John II.

White. In 1872, while yet a minor, he bought IMr. White out and ha.s

conducted the hardware business from that time to the present. ^Ir.

Gunby developed superior business capacity. Year by year he

extended his borders and enlarged his operations, until now he con-

ducts the largest wholesale and retail hardware business south of

Wilmington, Delaware. He also has a large machinery and auto-

mobile department. The business was run in his own name until

1903, when it was incorporated as the L. W. Gunby Company, and

four of his employees taken in as stock-holders. Outside of his busi-

ness, his operations have been equally successful, and he now ranks
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financially as one of the wealthiest men of the Eastern Shore. He is

president of the L. W. Gunby Company; president of the Salisbury

Permanent Building, Loan and Banking Association, of which he has

been a director since its organization in 1884; a director in the Farm-
ers and Merchants Bank; the Salisbury Realty Company, and owner

of the Poco-Wico Manufacturing Company, large manufacturers of

crates and baskets for the fruit and trucking trade. He is also part

owner of the schooner Salisbury which sails out of Baltimore. Mr.

Gunby is an active member of the Salisbury Board of Trade. In

politics he is classed as an “Independent,’^ and one could most heart-

ily wish that in that direction at least his tribe may increase. He is

a very active member of the Presbyterian Church, in which he s an

elder, and for w^hich he has been Sunday school superintendent dur-

ing tw^enty years.

On September 18, 1876, Mr. Gunby was married to Fannie

Alice Graham, daughter of Colonel Samuel A. Graham of Wicomico

County. Nine children have been born of this marriage: Graham;

Alice Somers; Louise Collier; Louis W., Frances M.; Ruth Lyon;

Louis W. (II.); John Kirk and James Young Gunby. Of these, six

are living.

The Gunby blood has lost nothing in martial ardor since the

days of the old Revolutionary soldier. Mr. Gunby had tw’o brothers

and a sister,the brothers being John W. and Frank ]\I., and the sister,

Clara L. They were all ardent sympathizers with the South during

tho late war. The sister was so pronounced in her Southern sympa-

thies, that she was banished to the South, and went to Richmond,

where she was received by President Davis and extended a great

many courtesies by the leading citizens of the Confederate capital.

The two brothers enlisted in the Confederate Army in 1861, and

served until the close of the war.

The Gunby coat of arms is a blue lion rampant on a silver shield.
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JOHN GEORGE MOHLHENRICH

J
GEORGE MOHLHENRICH, of Baltimore, president of the

Reliable Furniture Manufacturing Company, of Baltimore;

* president of the Wisconsin Manufacturing Company, of

Neillsville, Wisconsin; a director of several industrial corporations,

and a business leader of Baltimore, was born in that city on March
25

, 1865, son of John and Gretchen Mohlhenrich.

His father w^as a blacksmith by trade, a thrifty and industrious

man, a good citizen and a believer in democratic institutions. He
came from Hesse Cassel, Germany, in 1849, just after the revolu-

tionary troubles of 1848-1849, and settled in Baltimore. His wife, also

a native of Germany, born in Hanover, came over in 1850.

Young Mohlhenrich, after attendance upon the schools up to

the age of thirteen, was compelled at that period of life to enter a

furniture factory, doing such work as a boy of that age could, in order

to help out in the making of a living. That the boy had good stuff

in him, w*as shown by the fact that he did not give up his efforts to

obtain an education, but studied in night schools and spent his leisure

evenings in the Peabody Library. This studious habit has remained

with him through life; and now in the prime of life, he is not only a

business leader, but a well informed man and a citizen of high ideals.

On June 2, 1897, Mr. Mohlhenrich married Marie Griesman,

and of this marriage there are four children.

His business career may be briefly summed up. He has remained

persistently in that business which he entered as a boy more than

thirty years ago. He has given to it industry, energy, capacity and

integrity. His measure of success has been large'.

But !Mr. Mohlhenrich is something more than a mere maker of

money. He is an American citizen, with ideals that not only do him

credit, but with ideals which ought to have general acceptance through-

out the country; and this can be best illustrated by what newspa]xw

men call a story. In the campaign of 1900, the so-called “Honest

Money Democratic League” of Baltimore undertook measures that

revolted Mr. Mohlhenrich’s sense of fair play and justice. This
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;OBN GEORGE MOKLHENRiCH 201

League brought to bear upon the ecuployers of labor arguments to

induce them to force their employees into line with the views of the

League. Finally, they set a day for a great parade, and circular

letters were sent out to the large employers asking them to have their

men in line. It was calmly assumed that the views of the men were

of no importance whatever, and that it was simply a matter for the

employers to instruct them to enter the parade. Mr. Mohlhenrich’s

company received the usual invitation, and it was shown that quite

a number of employers had promptly accepted the invitation. The
cotton duck trust, the tobacco trust, the Baltimore and Ohio Rail-

road, the South Baltimore Car Works, the Maryland Steel Company,
and other large employers, agreed to have their men in line. Mr.

Mohlenrich received under date of October 31, 1900, the usual letter

sent to the other employers. He replied with a letter which was as

effective as a two thousand pound shell in warfare. As he says

himself, the letter was not written from any partisan standpoint,

and would have been sent to the opposite party committee if their

actions had called for it. It was the assertion of independence on the

part of an American citizen, and the further assertion that his em-

ployees had a right to their opinions, and that no man could dictate

to them. As the best possible exposition of the character of J.

George Mohlhenrich, the letter here appears in full: and this letter

will explain why he enjoys the standing he does in the city of Balti-

more:

“Baltimore, November 1, 1900.

The Honest Money Democratic League:

Gentlemen :—Yours of the 31st ultimo in which you express a

desire to borrow our employees for next Saturday afternoon for the

purpose of having them march in a political procession, was received.

We fear that it will be impossible for us to grant your modest

and reasonable request, because our employees believe in very

strange doctrines; for instance:

They believe that employees have the right to vote according

to their convictions; that it is an evidence of exceedingly bad taste

on the part of employers to give, unasked, advice or make sugges-

tions as to how their employees should vote, or what political meetings

they should attend; that political bribery is a crime; and other anti-

quated doctrines, the fallacies of which have long since been demon-
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strated by so eminent an authority on modern political ethics as

Mr. C—

.

If, therefore, we were to ask our employees to march in the

procession, they would perhaps have the effrontery to ask under

what colors they are expected to march, as though it should make
any difference to them whether they march under the colors of one

party or the other.

And after that question was answered, some of them might even

venture to tell us such irrelevant stories as: ‘The Hebrew manu-
facturer who ordered his Gentile employees to march to his sjma-

gogue on a certain day to be circumcised,^’ and “the Catholic manu-
facturer who ‘requested’ his Protestant employees to march in a

body to his church, and sprinkle themselves with holy water,” and

after they have told us these stories they would leave us to guess at

their application.

If you find on Saturday that you are still short of men, we would

suggest that you send someone to Marsh Market Space, which is

not far from this factory, and there you will find some gentlemen who
are not so oversensitive as our men. They will march in a procession

without asking any impertinent questions about the colors and they

may even go a step further, and vote for any candidate which the

Honest League may designate, if by so doing they could make an

honest dollar. Respectfully yours.

The Rell^ble Fukniture Mfg. Co.

J. George Mohlhenrich,

President.
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HENRY JACKSON WATERS

The waters famib of Virginia and ^Maryland hits a lon^ ar. i

honorable record. It was founded by Lieutenant Kd'Aarl

Waters who came f^-om England and settled in

about 1622. From that time do^vm to the present q:en« ration . st

has been well represented in every period of our eoiintrv s h;'t4 r>

in that section of the Republic. In the Revolutionary \\'ar. tr.r

records show that on May 27. 1779, Richard Waters wa- .-.ua::.

sioned a Lieutenant in the First Maryland Regiment. This \\ < :.r

of the most famous regiments in that great struirgle, and nudr an

immortal reputation in Greene’s Southern campaigns. This itjrhar-i

Waters was a lineal descendant of the old immigrant lieutrmiiit ;*n.1

belongs to the ancestral line of Henry J. Waters of Trim'* --, At;:.*

The present great financier, General Francis E. Waters, of Haltm.t r* .

also belongs to this line, and the family record appears in euii'id* ra .‘-

detail in the biography of General Waters which app‘*ar- in \ r

II of this work.

Henry J. Waters, president of the Peoples Lank of

County, was born near Princess Anne on Septend xt 19. n

Honorable Levin Littleton and Lucretia (Jones) \\.it'r« H »

father was a lawyer by profession, a leader in tin* l)rin«H'.'’.i:ir pafti

of that section, and served in the State Senate of Maryland .i.* • a.*.v

as 1861 and as late as 1895. He was a man who took a
j

r< 1

interest in public affairs; of much force of chararter* of t!,« n

rigid integrity; and in addition to his senatorial MT\ i<-*-. -< rvol

county as circuit clerk from 1868 to 1876. In Mr. U atrr- ii.a'o n.xi

line there looms up the figure of General Arnold Uz^-y. a » ‘t 1

graduate and colonel in the old United States army. " ht> < “jn.u'.d

the Confederate cause in the War between the Stat»'^. and -••.’m d w:*..h

credit as a general in the Confederate armii's until tin* «-iid ni th<* v'.ar.

In the present generation Mr. Arnold Elzey W atrrs ot th« l auk-

ing house of T. Scott and Son, of Baltimore, Marylainl, is a bnuh* r

of Mr Waters.
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^206 HEKBY JACKSON WATERS

Henry J. Waters was a healthy youngster, with a natural inclina-

tion to the law from his early boyhood. He had a partiality to history

and biography, a taste which has never left him up to the present.

His educational training was good. He attended the Washington

Academy in Princess Anne, the Episcopal High School of Virginia,

and then took a law course in the University of Pennsylvania, from

which he was graduated in 1892. During the time Mr. Waters was

taking the law^ course in the University of Pennsylvania he w^as also

a law student in the office of that famous Philadelphia lawyer, George

W. Biddle. He was admitted to the bar and entered upon the

practice of his profession in association wdth his father. Outside of

the usual experience of long practicing lawyers, Mr. Waters has had

one very unusual experience: He was appointed district attorney

in the year he was admitted to the bar. This -was a very unusual

compliment to a very young lawyer, but that he sustained himself

is proven by the fact that he was subsequently reelected at successive

elections until his full measure of service had extended over ten

years. That he is a man of unusual force as a lawyer may be judged

from this incident. A young man just coming to the bar, appointed

prosecuting attorney, a position in which he must inevitably meet

old and veteran law>»ers, and upholding the State’s end of the case

against the best of the bar, and yet to hold that position against all

comers for the long term, of ten years, argues unusual ability.

Politically, ^Ir. Waters has never swerved from the faith of

his fathers, and is a Democrat of the old breed—Jeffersonian—if you

will. He is affiliated with the Masonic Order, in w'hich he has held

office of IMaster. Religiously, he is a communicant of the Episcopal

Church. His recreation is found in an occasional shooting expedition.

He is a strong believer in the strenuous life—he has no patience or

toleration for loafing or idleness. He believes everyone should be

alert, seize upon opportunity, and be faithful in the execution of the

work intrusted to him. The history of this family sho\vs it had an

unusual number of w'hat might be termed ^‘effective” men, and Mr.

Waters inherits the family trait in full measure.

On November 16, 1899, IMr. Waters w'as married to iMiss Emily

B. Wilson, daughter of the late Dr. Henry P. C. Wilson, of Baltimore,

Maryland. They have three children: Henry J. Waters, junior,

Park Custis Wilson Waters, and Emily Wilson Waters.
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THOMAS AMOS CHARSHEE

Thomas a. CHARSHEE, head of the wholesale and commis-

sion lumber firm of Thomas A. Charshee and Brother of

Baltimore, is a native of Maryland; born in Havre de Grace

on December 25, 1853; son of Bennett and Catherine Virginia Char-

shee. His father, Bennett Charshee, was also a lumberman con-

nected with John DuBois, a prominent lumberman of Pennsylvania

for forty-five years. The elder Charshee served a number of terms

as president of the city council of Havre de Grace and as chairman

of its street committee. On April 18, 1870, he was appointed by
Governor Oden Bowie inspector of lumber at Havre de Grace, which

evidences the fact that he was recognized in the lumber trade as a

man of the highest integrity.

The Charshee family is of Huguenot origin, and was founded by

a religious refugee from France who came to America and ma.ried

Annie Fletcher, of English origin. This brought into the family an

English strain, but this was not all. Mr. Charshee’s mother was on

her maternal side of Scotch origin, being descended from the Offutts

of Montgomery County; and there was a German strain of blood in

the family coming through the Sutors and Shaffers through John

Nicol Sutor, born in Germany in 1774, who came to this country

and married Mary Shaffer, born in Pennsylvania in 1778, their de-

scendants settling in Maryland. Adam Shaffer, father of Mary, was a

Revolutionary soldier. Mr. Charshee therefore combines French,

English, Scotch and German blood, and is a typical American by

reason of this composite blood. The Offutt family of Montgomery

County goes back to the first settlers of that county, for we find that

in 1717 William Offutt had surveyed for his o^m account a tract of

land which he called “Younger Brother’s Portion,” consisting of

six hundred acres west of Watts’ Branch. Evidently William was a

believer in the land, for on Jul}^ 17, 1728, ho had surveyed another

tract of two thousand acres which he called “Clever Wold,” and on

April 4, 1729, another tract called “Bear Den” of two hundred

acres,—this last named tract being at the falls of the Potomac. In
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210 THOMA3 AMGS CHAKSHEE

1777, James Offutt was a member of the county court of Montgomery
County at the same time George Offuit was on the grand jury, and
Zachariah was on the petit jury. The will of Nathaniel Offutt appears

of probate on May 2, 1777
;
and Alexander married Anne Lowe on

February 21, 1798. Baruch Offutt married Nirlinda Offutt on Febru-

ary 25, 1799. Among the county commissioners of jMontgomery

County may be noted Gzias Offutt in 1803-4; James Offutt 1845; and

William H. Offutt, 1856 to 1861. These Offutts appear to have been

settled in the Great Fails District of Montgomery County chiefly, and

Offutts' Cross Roads perpetuates their name to this day. In their

history appears one rather curious incident. About 1750 the General

Assembly of Maryland decided in view of the need of an increase

in population, to tax persistent and confirmed bachelors; so we find

that in 1756 William Offutt (III) was taxed. William evidently did

not relish this, for he does not appear on the list for next year. Zach-

arias also was taxed for 1756, but was more determined, because he held

out until 1762, paying his tax every year. Then he succumbed to

the inevitable. Thomas came under tax in 1757, and he lasted until

1761. In 1758, Nathaniel and William Offutt appeared as members

of me Episcopal parish in Montgomery County and signers of a

petition to divide the parish. Leonard Shaffer appears in the early

history of Montgomery County, and John Sutor. The maternal great

grandfather of Mr. Charshee, Thomas Cook, was a soldier in the

War of 1812, and was on service in Washington when that city was

captured by the British. Thomas Cook married Serena Offutt, of

Montgomery County, jMd.

Mr. Charshee’s descent therefore is derived from steadj'-going,

patriotic. God-fearing people. He was reared in a village; attended

school in winter and worked in summer. His education was mostly

obtained in private schools. He fairly grew up in the lumber busi-

ness, first as an office boy and tally boy, and then as a in-

spector in charge of the shipping department under his father; and

by the time he had arrived at manhood had a thorough knowleilgc

of the lumber business. His mother had looked faithfully after his

moral training, and arriving at manhood he could say what few men

could: he had never read a novel. His reading through life has

been mainly along biographical lines, supplemented by magazines

and periodicals.

His working life goes back to 1866 when he was a boy of twelve.
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THOMAS AMOS CH.\RSIIEE 2\l

He formed early the determination to conquer circumstances, a.ad t

to remain “a hewer of wood and a drawer of water.” n :t<i.n j o*

biography gave him an insight in men, and his contact with in* st»

active life gave him a further insight. He looked out for tie* Mr...;.-

points in the strong men whom he encountered, and endcav-.r. d

turn this information to advantage in his own life. His entire 'on'i-

ness career has been connected with the lumber business, i’ourt. . n

years he spent in the service of John DuBois of Havre de Grae.*, ;• ti

whom his father was connected for forty-five years. He then mad*-

connection with the Greenleaf-Johnson Lumber Company of Hair m

more as salesman. Fourteen years were spent in their service;

years with Willson and Charshee; and now for twelve yi'ar- h.* }..a%

been head of the successful lumber firm of Thomas A. Char-le e and

Brother. Mr. Charshee was fortunate in his various come >•! ...j-

The late John DuBois was known as “the lumber king of 1*. no*

sylvania.” His experience there qualified him for the import;!!.

t

position which he held in the Greenleaf-Johnson Lumber Compan\,

rising from salesman to being the confidential adviser of Mr. John 'ou.

who was one of the veterans of the business. This long expi-ricn. e

made him one of the most expert judges of lumber in the coiintry.

and in his ability to size up the value and quality of a tract <jf tun? - r

he has but few equals. From 1895 to 1898, he was junior im i:;l < r of

the firm of Willson and Charshee and in 1898 forim*<i xhr !.r;no{

Thomas A. Charshee and Brother, of which his youui:* r tn'oinrr

John E. Charshee is the junior member. Latcron, .\rt}mr\'.<

elder son of Air. Thomas A. Charshee, was admitted to :iii iu:< r« •*.

The history of this firm since its organization has i)e(*n nm* of » ..n-

tinuous success. Thomas A. Charshee has a very wide atapiaiM-iiecr

with the lumber trade of the South, East and Xorili. Hi' !ir:n i*

connected with the local Board of Trade; the Xew \ork L'im'-*'r

Association, and the National Hardwood Association. Tl.^ y a:**

sole owners of the Hyde and Tyrrel Lumber Company of X< rtn

Carolina; own extensive timber lands in Virginia and Xorth t

and own and operate their own vessels in the shipping oi luuii*« r.

They are manufacturers, as well as wholesale and commi"ion i!i .i!» m
in pine and hard woods, being also large contractors lor railroad ti.

Mr. Charshee combines the qualities of entoriirise and g* nuim'

conservatism in exactly the right proportions. He is not wi to



D J^^iaai^^»dhui A ikuV «y«ii

-M* *m

aif^modv/ nam

l^xrfbf ^11 d3m bi^omaoii £ii

.fm0t»'r&-xi^\^l l)9»0!>antK> 8itw:!^i3|fc'iiy-(j^^

Wfl4oV-Wa89ffai.91^|^lte%fe

^ won foii4i?:aid3a«dO^

M ^:iflcdd '4'ibM' e>!>mhaqpK$^

^

k>'w4vfeji l4s^0oMxioi> 9ili:^»d <4 xuuiiml

«;.889.aniii.d'odi loaySrf^^vwf^ kfcie^

Ht) y^ii^i4ff^ bflij ei.ilav 9ili q^»xfe'oi x.tdidjN|[W'^

di'di, lA- jiflii mdlt^dQ .hSis^^
'

''^'’'^''

'^VI**J dft' 01 i>^>jiiinbjF5- mvf .a5imo|IXjr*

I S* »iB<> ir-rwl ear! ooi t^ijic^o gii ooima fflii wdl
Wiii?M!i#p-M f^hiw gflilV>dei«(40f^A ^amoliT
*Si|il,^iU ,,4iiuX bon ,fLrooB ®d<f lo .^boi^ isdi

)fjm/4 ^dl ;ol:^iT lo innoH Inooi ©dljd^i

t NxjwinisH IniioiialJ^ iid^ bda^
dn«*>C bi Yfui*|iaoO lodmoJ hjviT^fm idj^M sdi }o

Unu nio^dYm iSbonii9di«llsvi©ifalx» d

j^V'i
ni 8l©aa3T’*oWnlsd^

©l»IodW;«nibw
^^loak jjniSd ^eboow

bit^*^h<fiolo© *1o e^ulUnifp ©4.1 b^xmdmiof) ©ijdmdC^

.hOoitioqoi<3«|d3h oitiJ ^Itojnxo ni

V.i'^i'



212 THOMAS AMOS CHARSHEE

antiquated methods on the one hand, but on the other hand he does

not venture rashly.

Mr. Charshee’s church affiliation is with the Episcopal Church;

and as many of his ancestors were connected with that church he

may be fairly said to have inherited his church relationship. He
holds membership in the Masonic order, the Royal Arcanum, and

the order of the Heptasophs. His favorite recreation is horse-back

riding. His political affiliation is with the Democratic party, but

he broke through the traces one time to vote for President Taft.

In addition to other Societies mentioned he is an active member
of the Peabody Heights Improvement Association.

Mr. Charshee believes in hard work; that a business man should

get up early and put in at least ten hours of hard work a day, remem-
bering as Joe Cannon says, that “hard work donT kill. Idleness and

over-feeding does.’’

On September 27, 1877, Mr. Charshee was married to Miss

Annie M. Mattingley. They have three sons: Arthur V.; Thomas
Bennett, and Frank M. Charshee all three of whom are active young
business men.
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ELIJAH STANTON ADKINS

Elijah S. ADKINS of Salisbury, head of one of the largest

manufacturing plants on the Peninsula, was born near Pitts-

ville in Wicomico County in June, 1849; son of Stanton and
Elizabeth (Parsons) Adkins.

Adkins is an old English name, the family having been known
in Great Britain for centuries, and has been identified with t}h‘

Eastern Shore in that part of it which now constitutes the State of

Delaware, for many generations. Both of his parents wert‘ i)orn in

Delaware. On the maternal side, the Parsons family is also of Kn'^lish

stock. On the Adkins side of the family, there is a strain of Scotch

blood.

Mr. Adkins was reared on his father’s farm; and having a wise

father, he was made to work, the benefits of which yer abide with

him. He was educated in the Wicomico County schools, and even

as a boy developed business tastes, the lumber manufacturing busi-

ness having a special attraction for him. Arriving at manhood, he

followed farming for a few years, and finally in 1876 engaged in the

lumber manufacturing business at Powellville on a small scale, from

which place he moved to Salisbury in 1893. A look at the vast plant

of today, covering as it does seven acres of ground, twelve large build-

ings, all connected by sidetracks with the two railroads which run in

there, is the most eloquent testimony to the business ability of the

founder of this great business who, thirty-four years ago, started in life

with his little plant and good courage. It would be difficult to find

anywhere a more pefectly planned or better conducted busines.s than

this great enterprise, which now uses up more than ten million feet

of lumber every year. The company owns and operates its own
sawmills in Maryland, Delaware and Virginia. The rough lumlxT

is brought from these mills to the Salisbury plant; there it is sorted

out and diverted to that department it is suited for, and worked up

into the finished product.

In 1895, Mr. Adkins took in as a partner IMr. Charles R. Disha-

roon. In 1902 the Company was incorporated with Mr. Ailkiiis as
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president; Mr. Disharoon as treasurer; and F. P. Adkins as secretary.

In 1907, Mr. Disharoon retired. Mr. Adkins retained the presidency

F. P. Adkins became treasurer; E. D. Adkins manager; and J. W.
Humphreys secretary. Mr. Adkins’ success has been so great that,

though not an old man, he can now take some measure of ease, know-

ing that his large interests are being ably administered by his sons

and their co-laborers.

Identified with the Republican party, he was during President

McKinley’s administration appointed postmaster of Salisbury and

served his term with credit to himself and with satisfaction to the

people of the city.

On January 19, 1876, Mr. Adkins was married to Miss Hennie

Francis Tilghman, daughter of Samuel A. T. Tilghman of Wicomico

County. The seven children born to them have all been reared and,

constitute a family in which any man might take pride.

Mr. Adkins is a steward in the Methodist Protestant Church.

He is an enthusiastic Mason, having taken the Knight Templar degree

in that order. He is also affiliated with the Odd Fellows. He is

partial to automobiling as a means of recreation.

An unassuming man, he has lived to see the plans of his earlier

life worked out to a very great measure of success, and in doing so

has contributed much to his native county by creating a great indust ry

which gives profitable employment to many hundreds of people.
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OLIVER PARKER HAGERTY
A FTER the most reckless waste of natural resources ever seen in

r\ the history of the world, the American people are beginning

to realize that an earnest effort must be made to conserve

what they have left; and as a first step in this direction all over the

country, intelligent men are doing their utmost to bring about an

improved agriculture. One of these men who is doing his share in

this direction is Oliver Parker Hagerty of Port Deposit, who on

his estate near that city known as ‘‘Paradise Farm,” has not only

made a beautiful home, but has sho^vm by careful cultivation and the

most scientific methods what may be done in the way of improving

Maryland lands.

Mr. Hagerty is a native of Maryland, born in Baltimore on

February 10, 1870; son of James Sunmierfield and Emily Jane

(Smiley) Hagerty. His father, James S. Hagerty, was at the time

of his death, head of the Keen and Hagerty Manufacturing Company,
who were leaders in the sheet metal industry in Baltimore, the busi-

ness having been founded by George V. Keen and James S. Hagerty

as far back as 1846. James S. Hagerty was not only a prominent

figure in business circles, but was also a public-spirited citizen and

i most active in religious circles. During his life he at one time served

i ,as president of the Citizens’ Railway Company, which was later

absorbed by the United Railways and Electric Company. His

standing in the community may be best illustrated by the resolutions

,
passed by his colleagues in the metal trade, which are here given just

j

as adopted after his death:

“ The trade will learn with regret of the passing away of one of the

k veterans in the business in the person of James S. Hagerty, president

of the Keen and Hagerty Manufacturing Company, which took place

on the 9th instant at his late residence, 1111 West Lanvale Street,

Baltimore, Maryland. Mr. Hagerty leaves a widow and four sons

James R.
;
George V.

;
Summerfield and Oliver P. This leader in the

sheet metal world was born in Baltimore sixty-eight years ago and

early in life formed a partnership with the late George V. Keen.

As far back as 1846 this was a thriving firm, whose growing business

1
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constantly compelled them to secure larger quarters. Last January,

after the death of Mr. Keen, the business was merged into a stock

company, of which Mr. Hagerty was elected president. IMr. Hagerty

was a public-spirited citizen of Baltimore, and was always 'gulling to

devote his time and money to projects for the betterment of that

thriving city. He was prominent in church work, being one of the

original members of Grace Methodist Episcopal 'Church, and for

many years superintendent of the Sunday school. At the time of

his death he occupied the position of recording steward of the church.

This long and active life presents an example of the highest type of

the self-made, upright and public-spirited business man. Those who
were near to him must mourn the loss of a noble and inspiring life

—

a sympathetic employer, a pillar of the church, a power in the up-

building of his native city. The sjunpathy of the trade will go out

to his business associates and those connected with him by family

ties in this their hour of bereavement.”

James S. Hagerty was a son of James Hagerty who was a native

of Ireland. Hagerty is an old name in Ireland. Its original form

appears to have been Hagarthy; from that the evolution was into

Hagarty, and easily into Hagerty. The cyclopaedia of Ireland gives

as the coat of arms : Hagerty, a shield with the lower three-quarters

red upon which appear three ravens in black; the upper quarter of

the shield in silver with a green tree. The crest is a mailed upraised

right arm grasping a Turkish scimetar. The motto is: Nec flectitur,

nec mutat.

Oliver Parker Hagerty was a healthy boy, reared in the city

with his most pronounced taste in boyhood being fondness for music.

He was educated in private schools, and in 1890 engaged in business

as a clerk. He had the healthy tastes of a young man; became

afliliated with various fraternal orders, such as the Masonic, Knights

of the Golden Eagle, Modern Woodmen of America. In all of these

he has held official positions, being a past chief in the Knights of the

Golden Eagle, andconsulof the Modern Woodmen of America. !More

active service, however, than any of these was given as a member of

the Roland Park Volunteer Fire Department, in which he served until

March 1904, and put in fourteen hours of the hardest work of his life

in the great fire of Baltimore in 1904. A man who passed through

that fire could claim to be a veteran in fire work, just as a soldier

who passes through a great battle can claim to be a veteran in warfare.
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Mr. Hagerty has the typical American taste in his fondness for

baseball. His political support has always been given to the Republi-

can party except that on county issues he voted independently.

Mr. Hagerty’s father was one of the successful business men of his

generation. The son's taste did not run in that channel; and as soon

as it could be conveniently managed, he took up the quiet life of a

country gentleman. It cannot be doubted that in thislife he has ren-

dered a public service, because it is just now the psychological moment
when the agricultural interests of our countryneed every possible rein-

forcement, not only in the interest of conservation of public resources,

but also in the interest of larger production and in a cheaper living

for the masses. Mr. Hagerty is a good citizen—he believes that one

should be loyal to his country, to which he owes so much; that in

private life, honesty, truth and consideration of the rights of others

should be dominating principles. Mr. Hagerty carries his theories

of good citizenship into practice. An incident which illustrates this,

and which he himself would never tell, is related by a friend. When
he went to give in his taxes, as he left the office of the tax collector, a

bystander made the remark; “There goes an honest man,”—which

statement was based on the fact that he had given an honest return

of his property. In no other respect is American citizenship so much
in default as in the chronic dishonesty about the payment of taxes,

—

and to find a man who is too good a citizen and too honorable to

defraud the government of which he is a component part, is to find

a man who has a just appreciation of what good citizenship means.

On June 8, 1893, Mr. Hagerty was married to Miss Susannah E.

Harcourt. The ten children born of this marriage are all living; and if

Mr. Roosevelt is right in his argument, Mr. Hagerty and his wife are

contributing their full share to the future welfare of the country. ^Irs.

Hagerty comes from an old and famous English family of Xorman
origin which followed William the Conqueror to England, and which

centuries ago held the title of Earl Harcourt. By the extinction of the

older line, this title died out. By the marriage of Lord Vernon to

Martha, sister of Simon, Earl Harcourt, we get the family of the

Vernon-Harcourts, in the annals of which we find Edwin Vernon-

Harcourt, Archbishop of York, and the late Sir William Vernon-

Harcourt, twice Chancellor of the Exchequer of Great Britain and one

of the acknowledged political leaders of our generation. His wife,

by the way, was an American woman. The coat of arms of the
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Harcourt family is thus described: Gu. two bars, or. Crest—In a

ducal coronet or. a peacock close ppr. Supporters: Two lions or.,

each gorged with a bar gemmelle gu. There are two mottoes. The
first is: Gesta verbis prevenient. (Deeds come before words). The
second motto is : Le bon temps viendra. IMrs. Hagerty has an Ameri-

can ancestral line quite as famous as the English line. This is the

Cushman line. She is lineally descended from Robert Cushman,

treasurer of the Mayflower Company and assistant governor; and

from IVIary Cushman, the last survivor of the Mayflower Company,
Another well known member of this family was Charlotte Cushman,

the great actress; and also Cushman Caldwell, one of the editors of

The New York Tribune comes down from this family in one line.

Mrs. Hagerty’s grandfather, Reverend Stephen M. Vail, an eminent

clergyman and a professor of Oriental languages, was the first Metho-
dist minister in America to insist that every minister should be a

college graduate. He was one of the early abolitionists, an ardent

Republican, and under Grant’s administration served in the diplo-

matic corps in Bavaria.

The present home of the Hagertys has long been known as

^‘Paradise Farm.” Having elected to make it a permanent residence,

with the idea that it would be occupied by their children and their

children’s children, they have decided to rechristen it ‘‘Newnham”
in honor of the old home seat of the Vernon-Harcourts of England.

This brief sketch can be concluded in no better way than by the

relation of a couple of incidents in Mr. Hagerty’s life which illustrate

his character. While a resident of Roland Park, near Baltimore,

he was a member of the Civic League of that choice community.

When he removed to Port Deposit, naturally he re.->igned his member-
ship, and under date of February 12, 1906, J. H. Strauss, secretary,

wrote in acknowledgement of his resignation and made this comment

:

am requested to advise that your resignation was accepted with

regret, following which you were elected an honorary member of the

Roland Park Civic League as a token of the appreciation of your

work while an active member of the League. Allow me to congratu-

late you on being the first and, thus far, the only honorary member
of the League, and to express my regrets for the occasion of your

resignation as an active member.”

On settling in Port Deposit, a strong love of music led him at

once to take an interest in the musical life of the place. He found a
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struggling band without equipment. He did not content hiniM-if

with mere expression of good wishes and sympathy, but went down
in his pocket, and through his well-timed assistance the band was

thoroughly equipped with new instruments, with uniform suits, with

a place for meeting, and with competent instructors.

His taste for music has led him into a course of study, of both

theory and practice, under the best teachers, and he has essayed

composition,—one of the pieces composed by him known as “Tin*

Maryland Girl,^^ being known and played all over the country.

Such men as Oliver P. Hagerty are an acquisition to any com-

munity. We have far too few of them. Aloverof his kind, unxdti-h.

seeking no notoriety nor preferment, he is ever ready to contribute

to the extent of his ability, whether it be in labor or in money, to tin-

betterment of conditions in the community where his lot is ca.'t.





GEORGE L. WELLINGTON

The name of Wellington instantly calls to mind that great sol-

dier who overthrew the almost in^dncible Emperor Napoleon;

but the Duke of Wellington was not really a Wellington.

The general impression that his family name was Wellesley is also

a mistake in a sense. The original family name of the Duke of

Wellington’s people was Colley or Cowley; and his grandfather,

Richard Colley, on coming into the title of Baron Mornington

assumed the surname of Wesley, which was afterwards turned

into Wellesley,—and incidentally it may be mentioned that the

celebrated John Wesley was a cousin of Richard Colley. The true

Wellington family has been known in America long antecedent to

the time when Richard Colley changed his name to Wellesley and

became the progenitor of the great Duke of Wellington, for the

American Wellingtons go back to Roger Wellington who came from

England and settled in Watertown, Massachusetts in the colonial

period. According to Burke, the Wellington family was settled in

Brecknockshire, Whales, and has a very ancient coat of arms without

crest or motto. The probabilities are, however, that the family

was not WTlsh, but English, and had moved over the border into

Wales in some bygone century, as the name is distinctly English and

probably dates back to the days of Saxon supremacy in England, like

Wellings and WTllingham.

Of this old English and American family comes the Honorable

George L. Wellington of Cumberland, easily the first citizen of that

city. In the struggle of life, the ancient family name has been of

value to him only as the strong blood in his veins made of him a stronger

man than he might otherwise have been. He is what we mistakenly

call in thk country ‘‘a self-made man,’’ meaning thereby a man who
has worked himself up from the ranks without early advantages.

It must be confessed that Mr. Wellington has traveled far. There

runs also in his veins s^me of that strong German blood which has

been such a potent factor in the making of Western ^vlaryland.

The branch of the Wellington family to which Senator Welling-

ton belongs is, curiously enough, German in its origin, though its
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history confirms the fargone English origin. It seems that Peter

Wellington and his family, being Protestants, left England dur-

ing the reign of Mary Tudor, commonly known as “Bloody Mary;’ ’

went to Holland, and thence up the Rhine to the Free Cities then

existing, and settled near the city of Worms. Here the family con-

tinued to live until 1848, when John Adam Wellington came to

America, he having been concerned in the Revolutionary movement
of that year. During the several centuries in which this branch of

the family remained in the Rhine Country, it became thoroughly

Germanized; so that Mr. Wellington can fairly claim both German
and English descent.

Mr. Wellington was born in Cumberland, Maryland, in 1852.

His educational advantages were of the most slender kind. At the

early age of eleven, the boy had to go to work, and he began in a

retail mercantile establishment. Naturally he did not know much
about books; but he had, as after-events have shown, a powerful

mind and a strong body to back up that mind. Better than all, he

possessed an irresistible energy that would not be denied success in

any matter that he undertook. He worked seven years in a store,

put in all his spare time in study, and at the age of eighteen was

qualified for a step forward. He became an accountant in the

Second National Bank, where he worked faithfully and began to

take an interest in public affairs as a worker in the Republican party,

to which he has been politically devoted through life. His political

work attracted the attention of the people, and 1883 found him
County Treasurer,—his party being then in supremacy, which posi-

tion he filled by reappointment until 1887, with great acceptability.

In 1884, he was sent as one of the State delegates to the National

Republican Convention. The young man of thirty-two had become
a factor in State politics, though never for a moment neglecting the

business interests entrusted to his charge. In 1889 he was again

appointed County Treasurer, but did not serve out his term, for

President Harrison in 1890 appointed him Sub-Treasurer of the

United States at Baltimore. This was a long step forward. He
served his term of four years efficiently and well. In 1889, prior to

his appointment as Sub-Treasurer, his friends had made a strenuous

effort to secure his nomination as representative in Congress from the

Sixth District, but had failed. In 1892, the nomination was given

him, but that was a Democratic year, and despite a tremendously
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active campaign, he was defeated. And here comes in a sample of

that irresistible energy possessed by Mr. Wellington, Defeated for

the nomination in 1889, defeated by the Democrats after he had ob-

tained the nomination in 1892, in 1894 he came to the front again

as the nominee of his party and was triumphantly elected. In 1895

the Republicans had not elected a governor in Maryland for a quarter

of a century. They nominated Lloyd Lowndes, and Mr. Wellington

was made Chairman of the State Committee. He managed and

waged one of the most brilliant and successful campaigns ever seen

in the State, and elected Mr. Lowndes and a majority of the General

Assembly. Naturally, such a brilliant victory could not be over-

looked by the party which was the beneficiary of it; and a general

demand went up from the Republican leaders all over the State that

Mr. Wellington should be made their candidate for the United States

Senate. No man can win this honor without opposition,—and

naturally there was opposition; but Mr. Wellington's friends pushed

the battle with the result that in January 1896, he was elected Senator

for the term beginning March 4, 1897, and served his six-years term

with distinguished credit and ability. He is now something more

than a national figure, as he is well known outside of the bounds of

our own country.

Mr. Wellington is something more than a politician, he is a good

politician; and he is all the better politician because he is not afraid

to take a positive stand whenever his conscientious convictions are

at stake. An example of this occurred in 1900. He differed with

the majority of his party colleagues in the Senate upon what we call

“our colonial policy;’^ and notwithstanding the fact that his difference

of opinion meant a loss of position to him in a political sense, he

tenaciously adhered to his position; and as the years go by, the

evidences of his wisdom in that matter multiply unceasingly.

Since his retirement from the Senate, he has not been a candidate

for public position, but has devoted his time to his business interests

and to what might be called “the work of a publicist.’’ He is presi-

dent of two banks, the German Savings and the Citizens National,

both of Cumberland, having been president of the Citizens National

Bank since 1900, when it was organized largely through his efforts.

He is also president of the Cumberland Electric Railway Company;
the Edison Electric Illuminating Company, and the Tenth and

Eleventh German Building Associations. He is vice-president of
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the Potomac Glass Company, and a director in the Koch Lumber
Company. He is a Past-Master of Potomac Lodge of the Masonic

Fraternity; Past High Priest of Salem Royal Arch Chapter, and past

Eminent Commander of Antioch Commandery. He is an active

member of the Elks, Knights of Pythias, Odd Fellows, and the Inde-

pendent Order of Mechanics.

In 1877, Mr. Wellington was married to Miss Li'na C. Lear.

They have four children: Mr. John L. W'ellington, connected with

the Citizens National Bank; aiid the Misses Gretchen, Etchen and

Olga Wellington.

In a splendid home on Washington Street, Senator Wellington

has one of the best appointed libraries in the State, and there spends

manj^ of his most pleasant hours. He has been a student all his life,

as well as a doer; and the fact that he has been so good a student

accounts in some measure at least for the fact that he has been so

effective a doer. And so the old habits abide, surrounded by his

family, always ready to extend a hearty welcome to friends -who may
drop in; wdth his books under his hand—in the prime of his powers

he is enjoying the well earned rewards of a laborious, useful and

honorable life. Though out of politics as an officeholder, he yet

retains a keen interest in everything that affects the public ’welfare,

and his office in the Citizens National Bank is a mecca for his party

friends who like to consult with him about party action in the State.
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JOHN JOSEPH KELLY

The sober history of Ireland is as full of fascinating romance

as any story ever written by the most gifted writer of fiction.

The romantic history of that beautiful island deals with ever^^

phase of human interest that appeals to man. The Irishman is an

unusual compound. His love of country is almost equal to that of

his religion. His temperament is poetic
;
his courage is a proverb : his

charity and generosity know no bounds; his oratorical powers seem

natural to all classes. Combined with all these qualities there is

industry and downright honesty which makes him everywhere a most

valuable citizen. He possesses a sparkling wfit which tempers the

hardships of life. A. remarkable people who under wise government

would have made of Ireland the brightest jewel of the British Empire

they have been compelled by unwise administration to leave their

beloved island by millions and seek homes beyond the seas. Great

Britain's loss has been America’s gain, and the millions of Irishmen

and their descendants who now are incorporated in the body of

American citizenship have been as valuable a factor in the develop-

ment of our country, morally and materially, as any other element

in our conglomerate population.. In speaking of Ireland and Irish-

men one is sorely tempted to enlarge, in view of the brillimt chapters

which they have wTitten upon the pages of history.

From Brian Boru and The O’Neil down to Patrick Sarsfield,

from Sarsfield to the Irish Brigade at Fontenoy, from Fontenoy to

the O’Donnell in Spain, from the O’Donnell to Wellington atWaterioo,

from Wellington to Theodore O’Hara in our owm Civil War, w'hose

great epic, the ‘‘Bivouac of the Dead,” is knowm and read of all men,

from Theodore O’Hara to Cardinal Gibl)ons of today, ever^wvdiere,

in every land, we see the Irishman in the front rank of soldiers, poets,

churchmen, statesmen and business men.

Of this great stock comes John J. Kelly, one of the prominent

business leaders of the city of Baltimore,

Mr. Kelly w'as born in County Gahvay, Ireland, on January 1,

1849, son of Patrick and Julia Kelly. There are several branches of
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JOHN JOSEPH SELLY 233

the Kelly family in Ireland, but the antiquity of the Kellys of County

Galway is shown by the possession of a Coat of Arms which goes back

to that ancient day when Coats of Arms carried neither crest nor

motto. Historians generally figure this to have been about the

latter part of the twelfth or the beginning of the thirteenth century.

The old Coat of Arms of xhe Galway Kellys is thus described: “Gu.

on a mount vert two lions, supporting a tower ar.^^

Though not a college graduate the subject of this sketch received

an excellent education in the schools of bis native county, which was

completed at the Catholic Monastery located at Mount Bellew,

County Galway, Ireland. One accomplishment acquired during

his educational training, and now far too much neglected, was a

beautiful hand-writing, clear, legible and uniform. He landed in

Baltimore in April 1864, a lad of fifteen. He spent a few years in

what might be termed preliminary training. During those years

he was engaged in hotel and grocery business and produce commission.

In 1872, a young man of twentj^ -three, he had acquired a sufficient

knowledge of the business conditions to justify a start on his own
account and in that year he established a building supply business

under the firm name of John J. Kelly and Company. To this business

he has adhered loyally and tenaciously for thirty-eight years, and

though his interests have ramified in every direction and he is now
connected with a great number of enterprises, this is yet the interest

which is nearest to his heart. As the business grew and his capital

increased he became interested in other ventures, so that finally in

1899 he felt that it was wise to incorporate the original business,

which was done under the style of the National Building Supply

Company, of which Mr. Kelly has been the president since organ-

ization. One of Mr. Kelley’s sons, John J. Kelly, Jr., now vice-

president of the Building Supply Company, and actively connected

with Mr. Kelly in all of his various enterprises, has been trained up
by his father to take over the care of these interests in so far as the

elder man cared to be relieved, and thus insuring the continuance of

the present policies and management.

This company operates an extensive lime factory in Texas,

Baltimore County, and before Portland cement was manufactured

in America was one of the largest importing houses of cement in the

country, drawing its supplies from Germany, England, Belgium and

France; maintaining branch houses in New York, Philadelphia, Wash-



'.8S T.ua:jj HiKao'v i'.tioi

f

viiUfoD ‘jo ^dr lo v^iuoija /2 ivd /ofliiliiTl ai viifaist odi
i f/jo^ doui'/r &(WiA io i/?oO to r.oiorjrsttiixf o^od?. a? 'y;ft7rlij0

lOO 'l’3j{;^!i>sr L^h'iJiO c/’llA ^0 eijQoO 0r)d'\lT tflitiii ot
ffls t^4J iyvsid aiirg^ eiiisiiOvtiniH .4tioai

Asm0iifJ i/dJ loW0c»^od saJ lo dJllwi !o v(*ii8q-^«I
r-j,rdi »i g'/il‘i>T vir//uO io aimA io i.ilaO b!o

V / • :-;';/. 7^. It ;7s*qv;ifa ^Bfioll O'^ii ^i»v InUOiTI A 00
bi)v ft-f d^. lo (a?- :>iii y f,?oo 4''ioa 4^'i/odT
5S6W- ii?>irfw^;^-A00oo »vitAa ud lo ^^)odo?i edi oi ii(AU'sulp m
,wdvS:04^^oU M hxUofd \cirricMnoU ododlisO oil,,! t« b9Mg{«oo

'

lmkjp:m fp^mdsilqaioof}^ mO .bafib-il ^awluO x^m/^O
ifil WO0 biu J40mf«tt'flbi0oita3i/b^

bnQ vldiK^

¥;A/':>' jj imq% «IT lo bill a- .>081 IhqA 0i a-tomijlaE

xiijjiiiaiil37q boans-J 0d^$4^im iadw

vfqqt;s ^ib(kM:f a badsildcto orf laov; baxij m bm iOi/oo»B
i^(3^i|kad5idioT

W7 ;Tit>4’o *V ti' Lt 70i x<ftiJo)oj8G&i ban vlkvol boi^di'^xs ead 'W
,*lA

1^'

Gjlfi

'/ wn &i ‘jd bxiii’ icoiJOHiib x*i»V£> iii badimai av/id ,=i)'ij73i0i |id ds^orf^
iltaiokH Hr at uM ,?38h<|to>0‘3 lo'iodimm b iJlW''fe^fe0qd'

'

'

Jadq/^o ^id bm v/ot^ £ir ^>iT!8od adt bA di^iod ftid oi &i&*y£i at dai^W;
,^£d y;i„b/rO Sadi oh lodio fit i>oia*>t3jfii ^^.^oa^d'iad bogaaiodiky
/'i»>fiiaLcf' 9(t 9>inoqio^>ui oi satw uw k Jadi ^iol e-d

clqqrtfe! :Sfiibltfi^ kaoitaTl oiii lo 9b{l8 odt i^bau stfiobrS^w; dptd':^

lajt o GOfiia jfi*»his'r-q odl asod fcfiii xd:5H d itrb/jvlo ,ffiaqdi<£> ;']

>317 woa I fldoL ,ano3 a'voWl aU loUnO'^ .ooilaii

o9H:>dnoo vfGviiDa bria ,vfi/qmoO gtiiblioH ^lU \p imhm'iq
qij bcfiin'it aad ,89rhqi9lfi9 aijoiiav aid io 11b oi ylfeii .xl/[ d^iw
9di m 7b1 08 iU oJ^i3i9inf lo mm cali isyo QAni oi VipMlmi ^d
io ma&itniiao'j ^ni ^nmrKm auiU baa ^bovotlai od oJ bsiao jctinh isWa

^
dfidfiiogfifiBrn btiB eaioiiOq ifiasaiq adi

.ai'XdT ni ^oioci imiH avianolxs xra ?‘>,}ai9qo

haifittuiloaiifli itw iaoisvm bfiiilJio^ snol^d boe rrJctvoO DiomUjBfl
odi m iiit ViijjiO lo e'^sfiod jffiilioc .Tii les^ ial 9di lo sao mh^mA pi
bflB iufif:yio.d d>nisf^n5[ ,x««^in*jO' trioi1 feoiJqqoa Bit ;«aiWB*ib

-tiaa // ,BidqfiibB(»d^i ,>hoY ttsK ir ^^tisod doamd ga in fBirikm ;a5fiini'^

i

fm



234 JOHN JOSEPH KELLY

ington, New Orleans; and Savannah. Their headquarters now are

located in their own concrete Sre-proof building at nos. 418 to 424

E. Pratt Street, Baltimore, with four branch houses in different

sections of the city and suburbs, and are now stockholders and dis-

tributors of some of the largest cement factories in America. They
have large contracts on hand for the current year with the United

States Government, State of Maryland and the City of Baltimore.

The extent and variety of his interests is worthy of notice: He is

president of three companies: The National Building Supply Com-
pany, the Maryland Terra Cotta Company and the Kelly and Broad-

bent Planing Mill Company. He is vice-president of the Broadbent

Mantel Company, the National Builders Supply Association of the

United States and an ex-president of the Builders Exchange of Balti-

more.

The magnitude of Mr. Kelly’s operations may be judged by the

fact that these different enterprises give daily employment to nine

himdred persons.

He is treasurer of the Park Land and Improvement Company
and for thirty years has been treasurer of the Loyola Perpetual Build-

ing and Loan Association, one of the largest and most prosperous

building societies of Baltimore on the mutual plan, and has handled

wisely millions of dollars for this great society. He is a director in

the Third National Bank, Chesapeake Brick Company, the American

Mirror Company and the Oliver Hibernian Free School. He is a

member of the Knights of Columbus, Catholic Club, the Pimlico

Country Club and the Park Heights Improvement Association. A
study of this list will show that he has given long and faithful service

to church, community enterprises, civic improvement and mutual

societies, equally with his own private business interests. Putting

it in another fashion it may be said that he has been a money maker,

but something very much more than a money maker. He has been

a public-spirited citizen of the highest class, who has given years of

service to the building up of the moral and educational interests of

the community.

^Ir. Kelly carries his sixty years lightly. He has worked hard,

lived prudently, and as a result is now able to do the day’s work

that comes to his hand with as much energy and alertness as many
men many years his junior can do.

He does not make up his mind hastily, but when once made up,
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decision is final, and there is no withdrawing. So well is this knowTi

that his word once given is absolutely accepted by all who know him,

his character for uprightness and honorable dealing made by forty

years of business integrity, being beyond question.

On November 17, 1874, Mr. Kelly married Miss Hettie E.

Armstrong of Baltimore County. Of this marriage eight children

have been born. Three boys died young and there are now living

two sons and three daughters. The sons are John J., Jr., a capable

and alert business man, at the right hand of his father in his business

operations. The younger son, Eugene B., is now in College finish-

ing his education, when he will enter his father’s business. The
daughters are Nettie J., Georgia R. and Etta M. Kelly. One of the

sons and one of the daughters are married. Mr. Kelly has four grand-

children.

The life of John J. Kelly is in itself a fine illustration of those

sterling qualities which have made the Irish such a notable people.

The devoted loyalty of the Irishman in America to the land of his

adoption is but a sample of the faithful service he would have given

to the British Empire if he had been permitted, and shows that the

men who rule nations are not always wise.

i.
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WILLIAM COOMBS DEVECMON

WILLIAM C. DEVECMON of Cumberland, one of the leaders

in professional and business life of Maryland, was born in

Cumberland on February 2, 1861; son of Thomas and

Althea M. (Coombs) Devecmon. His father, Thomas Devecmon,
was regarded as one of the ablest lawyers of Western Maryland. On
the paternal side, Mr. Devecmon is of French origin, his family hav-

ing been established in America by his great-grandfather, Pierre

Devauxcelle D’Evecmon, who was traveling in America when the

French Revolution broke out. The conditions in his own country

were so horrible that he decided to become an American citizen, and

married Hannah Sinnex of Wilmington, Delaware, and was thus the

progenitor of a family of distinguished la\vyers.

W. C. Devecmon had the best of educational advantages. After

preliminary training, he entered St. John’s College at Annapolis, and

was graduated in 1881 with the degree of A.B., leading his class. In

his junior year by action of the board of visiting governors, he was

awarded a special degree for distinguished proficiency in mathe-

matics. After graduation, he taught Latin and Greek in St. John’s

College for three years, vdth the title of assis ant professor. During

these three years he read law with S. Thomas McCulloh of the

Annapolis bar, and was admitted to practice in 1884. After a year

spent in traveling in the West and South, he settled in Cumberland

in 1885, and has since that time been an active practitioner of the

law in his native State. He has met with abundant success in his

chosen profession, and he attributes the measure of success that

he has won to an intense desire to understand with mathematical

accuracy whatever proposition may be laid before him, and he there-

fore does not leave it until he has a thorough grasp of the question

from every possible angle. Outside of his profession, he has pronounced

literary tastes and has contributed some Shakespearian essays to

the magazines.

His political allegiance has been given to the Democratic party,

with the exception of 1896, when he voted the Gold Democratic

ticket represented by Palmer and Buckner. He is a member of the

Potomac Club, of which he was one of the original promoters; is
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WILLIAM COOMBS DEVBCMON 5«l239

very partial to automobiling
;
and his hobbies—in so far as he has

hobbies—run in the direction of automobiling and books. Perhaps

his greatest pleasure in life has been the gathering together of his

superb collection of books, which, outside of his regular law library,

is one of the best owned by any individual in the State, as well as one

of the largest.

' His business qualifications are quite as pronounced as his pro-

fessional ability, and he has been connected with many prominent

enterprises centering at Cumberland, being now a director of the

United States Spruce Lumber Company, and president of the Mary-
land and Rye Valley Railroad. He owns a beautiful home in Cum-
berland, where he receives his friends with French courtesy and

Southern hospitality. Some measure of his standing in the pro-

fession may be gathered from the fact that at the 1908 session of the

Maryland State Bar Association, he was elected president.

In concluding this brief sketch, it seems entirely appropriate to

incorporate an admirable expression of opinion by him upon the

choice of a profession or business by the young man, and as his own
words cannot be amended, they are here given verbatim:

“Formerly it was the general custom for a father to select a

profession or business occupation for each of his sons; for the last

generation or two the sons have without parental influence, made
their own choice, and circumstances have usually determined

this for them. These are the two extremes, and, in my opinion,

they are both wrong. A genius will sooner or lacer get into the occu-

pation for which nature intended him; but to allow the average boy

to select, without guidance, his occupation in life is simply to compel

him to drift without compass or chart during his early manhood
when his mind is capable of the greatest expansion. A youth of

twenty-one just out of college knows neither his own capacity nor

his own limitations; he knows neither the opportunities offered nor

the difficulties to be encountered in the different professions and

branches of business; and it is absolutely impossible for such a

young man to determine with any degree of intelligence the pro-

fession for which his mental, moral and physical peculiarities best

qualify him to make a success in life. A father of good common
sense having learned with painstaking care his boy’s limitations, as

well as his capacity, is better qualified than the boy can possibly

be to determine the occupation in life for which that bo}^ is most

suited.”
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ELIHU SAMUEL RILEY

ELIHU S>JMUEL RILEY of Annapolis, lawj^er, editor and

author, is a native-born son of Annapolis, born on May 2,

1845; son of Elihu Samuel and Mary Jane (Ridgely) Riley.

His father, E. S. Riley, Senior, was an editor who served for some

years as public printer for the State of Maryland, and as alderman of

the city of Annapolis. He was a man of fluent speech and strong cour-

age. His mother died when Mr. Riley was a youth.

In tracing back the ancestral lines of this family, the genealogist

will find Sir John Hawkins, who came from England to Virginia be-

tween 1640 and 1650; John Brewer, who came to Virginia from Eng-

land about 1650 and moved to Maryland about 1651
;
Colonel Henry

Ridgely who came from England to Maryland about 1658. Drop-

ping down one hundred years, there appears another ancestor,

Robert Paine Davis, who served as a private and later as an ensign

in the Revolutionary Army
Mr. Riley spent his youth in his native town; possessed of moder-

ate health and an inordinate desire for reading, his greatest pleasure

in reading being found in historical works. He learned the

printing business in his father’s office, xnd now recognizes that

the knowldge of English obtained during that training has been

of incalculable value to him in his later life. His educational training

was received in local public and private schools; and after completing

his school training and deciding upon law as a profession, he read

law in the office of William R. Iglehart and John Ireland of Annapolis.

He laid dov,m for himself as a motto that, “Whatever I undertake

to do, I will do well.” He was duly admitted to the bar, and has

practiced his profession with a measure of success, having served

as city counsel of Annapolis from 1892 to 1895; as solicitor of the

Annapolis and Eastport Building Association, and a term as vice-

president of the Maryland State Bar Association. His best work,

however, has not been done in the practice of law. As previously

stated, he had a passion for history, and it easily followed that ho

became a faithful and painstaking investigator of local history. The
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ELIHU SAMUEL RILEY 243

first result of these investigations was the publication in 1886 of a

work entitled “Ancient City, a history of Annapolis.” The “Bench
and Bar of Maryland,” published in 1901, shows his work as one of

the editors. In 1902 he edited a reprint of the “Letters of First

Citizen and Antiion.” Encouraged by his labors in this field he then

undertook a much more ambitious work in the “ History of the General

Assembly of Maryland from 1635 to date”—a period of two hundred

and seventy-five years, and a work of such vast magnitude as to call

for years of research, compilation and editing. He is also author

of a history of Anne Arundel County. Mr. Riley’s historical work

has abundantly paid his footing as a citizen. In America, we boast

much about our great history, but if we are put to the question, very

few of us know anything about it. The man therefore who spends his

life in undertaking to preserve the history of our country, whether

it be county, city, State or Republic; who does faithful and pains-

taking labor; who discards mere verbiage and unreasonable tradition,

and tries to place before our people the facts in connection with the

history of our country, whether in whole or in part, is doing a public

service quite as great as though he had founded a great factory or

led an army corps; for it is a fact that a people uninformed in their

history and therefore unqualified to exercise discriminatingly the

duties of citizenship, are like a ship at sea without a rudder, and are

liable to drift upon the shoals of national ship-vvTeck because of lack

of knowledge.

On December 4, 1872, Mr. Riley married Rebecca Williams

Tucker. Of this marriage, there are four children.

His political affiliation through life has been with the Demo-
cratic party. Religiously, he is connected with Trinity Methodist

Episcopal Church South of Annapolis, and superintendent of its

Sunday School.

His favorite recreations are found in walking, rowing and gun-

ning.

Some of his ancestors have been mentioned outside of the Riley

family, and it is not out of place here to say that the Riley family

is an ancient one, originally Eng ’sh and not Irish as many people

believe, though there is an Irish Riley family which has an old coat

of arms consisting of a green shield, upon which are two lions rampant
in gold, each with a paw grasping a bloody hand, in the center; the

crest consisting of a golden crown surmounted by a green tree and a
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244 ELIHTJ SAMUEL RILEY

serpent—the motto being: With fortitude and with prudence/'

The probability appears to be that the Irish Rileys are descended from

the English Rileys; though they took a distinctively Irish coat of

arms in using the bloody hand. The main seats of the English Rileys

appear to have been in Lancashire and Lincolnshire.









JOHN HENRY HOLZSHU

The late John Henry Holzshu, of Cumberland, was born in

that town on July 20, 1849, and died on November 25, 1907.

His parents were Charles L. and Margaret (Schilling) Holz-

shu. His father, of German origin, was married in Cumberland,

.spent his life there, was a merchant-tailor by occupation, a man of

excellent character, and one of the well known citizens of the town.

Young Holzshu learned the trade of tailor with his father. He
spent three years as a bookkeeper in Baltimore, and with that

exception his entire life was spent in Cumberland. His first

business in Cumberland was in connection with his father's merchant-

tailoring establishment
;
but in 1887, seeing a good opening, he engaged

in the real estate and insurance business, in which later his brother,

Charles G. Holzshu, became a partner, and which remained his

principal business during life.

Mr. Holzshu's business career was an unusually successful one.

He possessed sound judgment, unfailing energy, and integrity beyond

question. He was both enterprising and liberal, and his friends were

counted by his acquaintances. During his life he was probably

connected with or held membership in more associations, societies

and corporations, than any man in Cumberland. In political life,

he was an ardent Republican, and closely associated with Ex-Senator

George L. Wellington, both in a political and personal way. "WTiile

Senator Wellington was in the United States Senate, he secured the

appointment of Mr. Holzshu as postmaster of Cumberland, which

position he held four years. When the Citizens Bank was organized.

Senator Wellington became its president and Mr. Holzshu its vice-

president. Mr. Holzshu was director and treasurer of the German
Savings Bank; director in the Cumberland Savings Bank, of Cumber-
land; and the Fidelity Savings Bank, of Frostburg; secretary-treasurer

of the Cumberland Electric Railway, the Edison Electric Illuminat-

ing Company, the Western Maryland Telephone Company; treasurer

of the Tenth and Eleventh German Building Associations: vice-

president of the Cumberland Improvement Company; president of
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JOHN HENRY HOLZSHU^248

the Holzshu Realty Company; director in the Will’s Mountain
Sanatorium Company; director in the Y. M. C. A.; trustee of the

Cumberland Municipal Sinking Fund for over twenty years; trustee

of the Allegheny County Academy. He was interested in the

Maryland Rail Company, the Interstate Trust Company, and the

Cumberland Ice Manufacturing Company. He served a term as

Tax Collector, and at one time was Deputy Collector of Internal

Revenue. At the time of his lamented death he was serving a term

as County Treasurer. He was affiliated with the Elks, the Odd Fel-

lows, the Knights of Pythias, and the various Masonic bodies, from

Blue Lodge to Shrine. His religious affiliation was with the German
Lutheran Church. In 1892 he erected the Holzshu Building, on

Baltimore Street, and about the same time put up the large sana-

torium on Will’s Mountain, of which he was a director up to the time

of his death. He held various offices in the fraternal associations

to which he belonged, and was, in fact, a working member in every-

thing that attracted his interest.

It is perhaps not too much to say that Cumberland never had a

citizen who contributed more freely of his time, his labor, and his

means to everything that had in vie\^ the advancement of the moral

or material interests of the city. Amongst all his numerous activi-

ties, he found time to organize a military company, and served as a

^

Lieutenant.

On October 10, 1888, he married Miss Mary E. Reuschlein.

Of this marriage there are three children: George Louis, Arthur H.

and Miss Marie Holzshu.

His death, coming after a severe illness, of two weeks was unex-

pected, and called forth expressions of sympathy from people far and

near, and was universally lamented by the people amongst whom he

had spent his useful and honorable life.
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ROBERT MORRIS JONES

Robert M. JONES of Baltimore, prominent in a business

way, is a native of Pennsylvania, born in Green County on

December 5, 1841, son of Benjamin and Margaret (Kramer)

Jones. His father was a glass manufacturer and farmer by occupa-

tion. A glance at his father’s and mother’s names will show that

Mr. Jones combines within himself two strong strains of blood, Welsh

and German.

The family history of this branch of the Jones family, is one of

great interest. Robert M. is a son of Benjamin, who was son of

John, who was son of Robert, who was son of Griffith, who was son

of Morgan, the immigrant, who was son of John of Basaleg, near

Newport, Warmouth, Wales. Mr. Jones, therefore, is in the sixth

generation from the immigrant to American.

There are some features of this family’s history of such interest

as to justify greater detail. Morgan Jones, the immigrant, was one

of the most illustrious Baptist ministers of his day. In 1660 he was

a chaplain to Major-General Bennett, of the Virginia forces, in expedi-

tions into the Indian country. In one of these expeditions he and

others were taken prisoners by the Tuscaroras and condemned to

death. Through the kindness of one of their chiefs, he was ransomed.

He was afterwards treated with kindness, and preached for them

three times a week. It is said that he remained with them till 1669.

He wrote an account of his labors and adventures in these expeditions.

Morgan Jones was highly educated, having been a graduate of Oxford

University. A man of excellent standing, he married IMargaret, a

daughter of Lord Griffith Griffiths. One of his sons was christened

in honor of his grandfather, Griffith Jones. This Griffith Jones, born

on October 18, 1695, following in his father’s footsteps, entered the

Baptist ministry. He was twice married and the father of a large

family. By his first wife a son and daughter were born. The son

died in infancy. .The girl, Mary, born on January 1, 1723, lived to

womanhood. By the second wife he had the following children:

Samuel, born February 1, 1725; iMorgan, born September 23, 1729;
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John, born September 11, 1732; Thomas, born April 26, 1735; Joseph,

bom May 19, 1737; Benjamin, born February 16, 1740; Robert,

born February 20, 1743; and Rachel, bom February 20,1747. Of the

ten children, Robert was the ninth in order and the youngest son.

In 1767 or 1769, Jacob Van Meter, together with the Swans and

Hughes formed a little settlement in the southern part of Greene

County. Jacob Van Meter is said to have been the first settler of

the Baptist faith in that immediate section. A little fort was built

and named ‘‘Garard’s Fort,^’ in honor of the Garard family of Hugue-

not descent, which was numerous in that county. In 1770 a log

church was built near the fort, which received the name of “Goshen
Church,’’ and became famous as the place where the first Baptist

church meeting west of the mountains took place, and the Red Stone

Baptist Association was organized. This little church was built of

logs, about eighteen by twenty feet. In 1772 or 1773, a church was

organized by Rev. Isaac Sutton and Daniel Fristow, on November 7,

consisting of thirty members. Among those charter members was

Robert Jones, above mentioned. This was in the time of the Revo-

lutionary and Indian troubles, and in one of the Indian raids the vife

and children of the pastor, the Rev. John Corbly, were murdered

by the Indians.

Robert Jones married Jane Bolton, and to him was born one

son, John, and three daughters: Rachel, Mary and Rebecca. ]\Iary

married Jesse Evans, and was the mother of Col. Sam Evans, promi-

nent in Fayette County, Pennsylvania, seventy-five years ago.

Rachel married Lewis Evans, and Rebecca married George Reynolds.

John, the only son of Robert, and the grandfather of Robert ^I.

Jones, married Mary J. Brice, a daughter of Capt. Wm. Brice, They
had nine children: Robert, William, Benjamin, John, Rachel, Mary,

Lydia, Louise and Maria. Benjamin, the third son, was the father

of Robert M. Jones. Robert J. Burdette, whose reputation is as

wide as the continent, is descended from this family on the female

side. The children of Benjamin Jones present one of the most

remarkable cases that can be shown by any family. These children,

eight in number, were as follows; W. J. Jones, born July 22, 1831;

Adelia, March 27, 1834; Kramer, January 4, 1836; Margaret, January

29, 1838; John, November 4, 1839; Robert M., December 5, 1841;

Mary J., IMarch 2, 1844, and Charles, June 2, 1847. It will be ob-

served that the oldest is seventy-nine, and the youngest sixty-three.
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and every one of them is living—a record that would be hard to

equal in our country.

James Ross, a local annalist of Greene County, Pennsylvania,

is responsible for the statement that the descendants of Rev. Morgan
Jones include five judges of the several courts of Fayette County,

ministers, representatives, lawyers, doctors and soldiers without

number in every state in the Union. A glance back over the preced-

ing lines, setting forth the facts about the family, and the large num-
ber of children in each generation, leads us to believe that Mr. Ross

has not over-stated the facts.

Educated in the local schools of his native state, Robert M.
Jones for a space of four months in 1861, then just arriving at man-
hood, served in the army. Since that time he has followed contin-

uously, actively and industriously, business pursuits, first in a general

livestock business, and later in the pork packing business, which is

his present business interest. He has won a substantial measure of

success, and is recognized as a business man not only of character,

but of sound judgment.

On April 6, 1869, he married Mary Straney. Of this marriage

five children have been born, of whom three are living.

In politics he is an independent.

Mr. Jones has during life been a man of one pursuit. Business

has taken not only his serious labor, but has been to him a recreation.

He has found it all sufficient for all his needs. He has taken no great

part in the social activities of the city, beyond holding membership

I

in the Merchants’ Club.

J

Mr. Jones believes that the young man starting in life who will

[

base his actions upon rigid honesty, who will keep strictly sober,

f follow his pursuit, whatever it may be, industriously, and give faith-

ful attention to the interests of his employers, will meet with that

measure of success commensurate with his talents. He has found

this to be true in his own case, and not regarding himself as an excep-

tional man, he sees no reason why it should not be true in the case of

the other man.

He is a worthy descendant of the old Welsh preacher who took

his life in his hands as a pioneer in the wilderness, and who served

his generation with fidelity, with zeal and with conspicuous ability.
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CORNELIUS WEBSTER ABBOTT

GenevaLOGISTS tell us that when a thousand years or so

ago men first began to assume surnames that these sur-

names weie taken from many sources: occupations, colors,

localities, natural objects, offices, and many other sources were dra'^m

upon for the names that we now know as family names. They also

tell us that the family name of Abbott was derived from the office

of Abbott held by the Superior of Roman Catholic Monasteries.

The first man who bore the name evidently had great respect for the

work of the church. Aside from this he must have been a man of

unusual force of character, as the qualities exhibited by his descendants

show.

While the Abbotts have been prominent in all walks of life, they

have been especially so along educational and religious lines. In

our country the Abbotts appear to have been first settled in Massa-

chusetts, and among the earlier settlers of that colony, between the

founding of Plymouth, 1620, and the year 1650, are found George

Abbot of Andover, George Abbot of Rowley, Thomas Abbot, of

Andover and Arthur Abbot of Ipswich. Connecticut had her share

in Robert. Abbot of Branford and George Abbot of Norwalk. These

were all pioneer settlers and their descendants, throughout the inter-

vening generations, have not only multiplied exceedingly in number

but have given to America many of its best citizens. It is worth while

to note just a few of the prominent men of the name in the present

generation:

Alice Balch Abbot, author; Edward Hale Abbot, lawyer; Francis

Ellingwood Abbot, author; Frederick Vaughan Abbot, soldier;

Henry Larcom Abbot, soldier and engineer; Katherine Gilbert

Abbot, artist; AVillis John Abbot, editor and author; Alexander

Crever Abbot, IM.D., Professor University of Pennsylvania; Arthur

Vaughan Abbot, civil and electrical engineer, and author; Charles

Conrad Abbott, author and naturalist; Edward Abbot, clergyman;

Frank Danford Abbot, musical editor; Frank Frost Abbot, Professor

in University of Chicago; Fred Hull Abbot, lawyer; Jo Abbot, la\\wer
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CORNELIUS WEBSTER ABBOTT (^^257

and ex-Congressman; Lyman Abbott, clergyman and editor of the

Outlook; Mary Perkins Abbott, author; Nathan Abbot, law teacher;

Russell Bigelow Abbott, founder and president of Albert Lea College;

Samuel Warren Abbott, M.D., Secretary Massachusetts State Board

of Health; Wilbur Cortez Abbot, educator. About half of these

spell the name with one “t” and the remainder with two “t^s’\

The original spelling of the name was Abbot, and the best authorities

agree that this is the correct form, but as there is no law for spelling

surnames, each man being a law unto himself, about half the Abbot
families preferred the more modern spelling of two “Cs”.

The record above given is really a remarkable one for one family

in one generation, especially if one stops to consider the trend of this

family in one or two directions and the wide reputation enjoyed by
all of the names given above.

In Great Britain the Abbots hold the Baronies of Colchester and

Tenterden, but in the present generation these, baronies are held by
men without issue and will die with the present holders, which is to

be regretted, as they are historic names.

Cornelius Webster Abbott of Baltimore is in direct line of descent

from George Abbott of Rowley, Massachusetts. George Abbott

came from England in middle life with his three sons, George, Nehe-
miah and Thomas. He must have been well advanced in years when
he came over for he died in 1647. Another George Abbott who settled

in Andover in about 1643 and has a small army of descendants in the

country, was clearly a younger man, for he married in 1647 in this

country. It is probable that George of Rowley was an uncle of

George of Andover. Cornelius W. Abbott^s line of descent is as

follows: George Abbott born in England died 1647; George Abbott,

2nd, born in England, married Sarah Farnum in 1658, had issue four

sons and five daughters and died in 1687; Nehemiah born 1667, died

1750, married Abigail Lovejoy in 1697, had issue three sons two
daughters; Nehemiah, 2nd born in 1692, died 1767, married

Sarah Foster in 1714, had issue three sons two daughters; Joseph

A, 1st, born 1727, died 1793, married Sarah White, had issue two
sons; Joseph A. 2d, born 1752, died 1834, married Ruth Bucknam
had issue four sons two daughters; Joseph A. 3d, born 1791, died

1857, married M. Electa Richardson, had issue three sons two daugh-

ters; Cornelius F. born 1828, died 1894, married iMatilda Price in

1854, had issue one son Cornelius Webster Abbott born in 1855

who is the subject of this sketch.
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Cornelius W. Abbott is in the ninth generation from the old

pioneer, and was born in Baltimore on December 30, 1855. His

father was Cornelius Frederick Abbott, native of Boston, who
married Matilda Price, a native of Queen Anne’s County, Maryland,

and located in Baltimore as a merchant and manufacturer. Young
Abbott was reared in the city and attended its, public schools, the

last two years of his school life being spent at Professor Knapp’s

German school.

In 1872, a youth of seventeen, he entered upon the serious work

of life as an ojffice assistant. Four years later, when barely twenty-

one years old, he engaged in the manufacture of bitters. For the

thirty-two years which have since elapsed he has adhered tenaciously

to this one line of business. Mr. Abbott has never made in his

business operations the common mistake of sacrificing everjdhing to

size. His effort has always been to make the best, and he has a

justifiable pride in the fact that Abbott’s bitters are known and sold

throughout the United States wherever bitters is used. Its quality

is recognized as among the very best flavoring bitters made in the

world. He has built up a substantial business with a growing export

trade, and while he does not claim the greatest establishment of its

kind, or the largest capital, he has succeeded in establishing a sub-

stantial and prosperous business along the line of true merit.

In looking back over his life Mr. Abbott finds that the direction

which it has taken was largely the result of circumstances not fore-

seen or controlled by him. From an office boy, he became assistant-

bookkeeper and bookkeeper; then a traveling salesman. The home

influences and the family inheritance had made it natural for him

to be straight and clean in all his transactions. Contact with his

fellow men stirred up his ambition to build up a good business charac-

ter. The rest has been a matter of growth.

On July 28, 1891, Mr. Abbott married Miss Ida Mengel of

Hagerstown, Maryland. They have four children. Politically he

is an Independent, which is not surprising when one knows the stock

from which he comes. He believes that we can render no better

service for the on-coming generation than to instill into youth the

virtue of economy, of beginning to save early, and of always spend-

ing less than one makes. In view of the reckless extravagance of the

American people of this day Mr. Abbott strikes a keynote, because

no people in the world today are to be compared with us in what

may be fairly called willful extravagance.
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There are two or three things about this family so notable that

the biographer dealing wdth a member of it would be less than just

if he failed to mention them. As before stated the name originated

in an office of the Roman Church, but when the great reformation

spread over Europe it took hold upon the Abbotts and w^e find them

in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries Puritans of the Puritans.

Every intelligent man know^s somewhat of the history of these Puritans

and the figure they have made in our own country. With them

religion came first and education second. In this good year of 1910

one who will take the trouble to investigate -will find that the Abbots

of the tw’entieth century are in full accord with the practices of the

Abbots of the seventeenth century who went into the wilderness

with a rifle over one shoulder and the Bible under the other arm.

Any man may be proud to be descended from such stock, and while

his pride may be justified, it is much more important that his owm life

be so worthy as to reflect credit upon his ancestry. In the case of

C. W. Abbott his own conduct measures up with the best traditions

of a race which has abundantly justified its existence by service.
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CHARLES FISHER HOLLAND

Among the leading men of the Eastern Shore of Maryland of

the present day, Judge Charles Fisher Holland of Salisbury

occupies a prominent place. Judge Holland was born in

Sussex County, Delaware, on April 3, 1841; son of Elisha and Louise

(White) Holland. His father was a farmer; a man of strong will

and sound judgment.

According to its tradition, the family came to America prior to

1692, and settled in Somerset County, in that section now embraced

in Worcester County. Among the muniments of title to some land

is a grant from William and Mary to one John Holland, Gentleman,

in 1692. William Holland and Nehemiah Holland, brothers, together

with Francis Holland, were county judges in the latter half of the

eighteenth century. John Holland, son of William, and the great-

grandfather of Judge Charles F. Holland, married and settled in

Delaware in 1775, and was the founder of the Holland family in that

State. The old homestead is still in the family.

A very ancient reference to the Hollands appears in 1678, when
the General Assembly made an allowance to certain men named in the

Act for their services against the Indians. Among these is mentioned

Richard Holland who got “four hundred pounds of tobacco,”

—

tobacco being then the currency of the country. The name has long

been famous in English history. English genealogists tell us it was

founded by a man who came from Holland,—the original name being

the given name ^vith “of Holland” attached. Finally the “o/” was

eliminated, and we get the family name. As far back as the time of

Edward II, we find Robert De Holland summoned to Parliament

by that king, and Burke seems to think that this Robert was a native

of Holland. It is known that the descendants of this Robert became

Earls of Kent, and later Dukes of Exeter. One of them in the time

of Edward III married into the royal famil}", espousing Joan Planta-

genet, known in history as the “Fair Maid of Kent.”

Judge Holland's most pronounced taste in boyhood was reading

and research. Reared in the country, with certain farm tasks to
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CHAELES FISHER HOLLAND (^^263

perform, he frankly acknowledges that these tasks were neglected

whenever a book could be obtained. Speaking of his mother, w'ho

was of the same family as Bishop White, first Episcopal Bishop of

Pennsylvania, he says that her word was the law of his conduct. His

tastes in reading ran to history and biography, but as a matter of

fact has been very general. He has been especially interested in

the customs and religious beliefs of nations. His education was

obtained in public schools and private academies. Arriving at man-
hood, he read law; was admitted to the bar at Salisbury in 1868, and

has been in active practice in that town up to the present time,

except for the years spent on the bench. He believes that the

impulses moving him in early manhood were born of an instinctive

desire to do well whatever he might undertake and to stand in the

front rank of his associates. In the practice of his profession, he

developed into what is known as a “corporation lawyer,” which of

itself is a testimonial of his ability in a legal way. After seventeen

years of practice, he had gained such reputation for ability, sound

judgment and impartiality, that he was elevated to the bench in

1885 and has served as a judge for more than twenty-five years.

Keenly interested in the work of the Episcopal Church, of which he

has been a lifelong member, he has served that body as a vestryman

for forty years. Judge Holland has found his chief recreation in travel

and in yachting. His political affiliation has been through life with

the Democratic party. Outside of the church and the Democratic

party, his only affiliation with organized bodies is with the Masonic

Fraternity.

Speaking of his own life-work, he says that he has never had but

one ambition, that was to excel in his profession. In justice to him
it must be admitted that he has gratified his ambition.

To the youth of the country he has no new nostrum to offer in

the way of advice. He believes that “sobriety, consistency, persistency,

industry, and honesty will bring success in any walk of life.”

On November 30, 1871, Judge Holland was married to Miss
Mary A. Welch.
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JAMES HENRY BAKER

J
AIMES HENRY BAKER, of Baltimore, Law^^er, was born in

Kent County, Maryland, June 24, 1872. His parents are

James H. and Mary (Trew) Baker. He belongs to an old

Quaker family which has been prominent in Kent County since

colonial times. James H. Baker, the father of the subject of this

sketch, is a Republican, and has for many years taken a leading part

in political affairs in his county. He was the first member of his

party to go to the House of Delegates from Kent, and for four years

he represented his county in the Senate of Maryland.

James Henry Baker received his education at the Wilmington

Conference Academy at Dover, Delaware, and then in Dickinson

College, Carlisle, Pa., graduating at that ancient institution in 1893,

and receiving three years later the honorary degree of Master of

Arts.

Mr. Baker, like so many of the successful professional and busi-

ness men in the large cities, is a product of the farm. Kent is one of

the most beautiful and fertile portions of IMaryland, and farm life

in that county assumes its most healthful and attractive aspects,

producing independence, resourcefulness and thoughtfulness, as well as

a strong and vigorous body. The long winter evenings in the farm-

house afford abundant opportunity for reading good books, and young

Baker made good use of these opportunities.

At Dickinson College he found time to do some newspaper

work, being the Correspondent of the New York Tribune. He has

been for a number of years a trustee of his Alma Mater and one of

the youngest graduates ever elected to that Board. His standing

at Dickinson and the high esteem in which he was held by the alumni

of that institution are indicated by his selection in June, 1908, to

present a portrait of Chief Justice Taney to the College. His pre-

sentation address on that occasion, being the 125th anniversary of

the founding of the College, has been regarded by many as his best

effort in public speaking. Judge Taney graduated at Dickinson in

1795 and was the most illustrious of all her graduates. As a Mary-
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JAMES HENRY BAKER 265

lander, it was peculiarly fitting that this address should have been

made by Mr. Baker, who received his diploma ninety-eight years

later than Taney. In presenting the portrait of Judge Taney, Mr.

Baker said in part as follows:

make the bold statement that Taney is the most distin-

guished Dickinsonian to whom was ever delivered a diploma, or upon

whom was ever conferred a degree by this old and venerable , institu-

tion of learning. This country has had twenty-five Presidents, one

a graduate of this college, and whose memory we have just honored,

but there have been but eight Chief Justices of its Supreme Court.

Therefore, only a few colleges can boast of this honor, of which we are

one, in our immortal Taney, who presided over this august tribunal

for twenty-eight years, from 1836, until his death in 1864. Dickinson

has also been represented on this high tribunal by Associate Justice

Grier, of this State, and, until very recently, we were remotely repre-

sented there by Associate Justice Shiras, whose grandfather on his

maternal side. Rev. Dr. Francis Herron, was a Dickinsonian and

graduated in the class immediately before Judge Taney.

^^Mr. Taney was a native of Maryland, born in 1777, about the

beginning of our Government itself, and died in 1864, about the end

of a great epoch—the Civil War—which rendered possible the aboli-

tion of slavery. He graduated here iu the class of 1795, valedictorian

of his class, elected to this his first honor by his classmates, as was

customary in those days.”

While completing his academic course at Dickinson, IMr. Baker

also studied law at the Dickinson School of Law, later entering the

Law Department of the University of Maryland, studying at the same

time in the office of Senator Isidor Rayiier, under the direction of

that distinguished law^^er. He was admitted to the bar of the City

of Baltimore December 22, 1894, speedily acquiring a good practice,

being engaged as counsel for several building associations and con-

tractors, besides a very large ofiice practice.

Mr. Baker has found time to take a part in public affairs, having

a deep interest in politics. In 1903 he was nominated on the Republi-

can ticket for the State Senate in the Second Legislative District of

Baltimore. But, as the district has a large Democratic majority,

he was defeated with the rest of his ticket.

In 1907 he had the honor of presiding over the convention of the

Republican party that nominated the Hon. E. Clay Timanus for
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Mayor of Baltimore. In all public affairs, and especially in such as

concern the material improvement of the community in which he

lives and of the State at large, Mr. Baker takes a lively interest and

is always ready to do his full share of the work involved. In a

recent sketch of him which has been published, he was placed among
^Uhe foremost of the younger leaders in the professional and civic

circles of Baltimore.” Continuing, the writer of that sketch said of

Mr. Baker that he was “closely identified with that which is the

highest and best as a lawyer. He is likewise rapidly becoming allied

with the civic movements which promise so much for the City of

Baltimore. Full of energy and possessed of a highly developed

analytical mind, this young lawyer has already seized a sure place

in the confidence and esteem of the community. In his professional

life he is characterized, perhaps most marked, by the confident, syste-

matic and persistent method by which he proceeds 'to do things.’

He is intensely practical; he goes to the heart of the essentials ^vfith the

ease, coldness and precision of a well directed blade. Yet it must

not be supposed that he is without the innate warmth and delicate

coloring of sentiment and idealism. He is a practical idealist.”

He has cultivated a love of art, especially of good paintings and

etchings, and his literary taste is as fine as his artistic.

He is a member of City and State Bar Associations and Secretary

of the Public Lecture Bureau of the City of Baltimore—a movement
for public education and improvement—in which he is associated

with a number of the leading literary men of the city.

He is also prominent in the fraternal societies, including the Phi

Kappa Psi and other kindred associations. He is Past Master of

Union Lodge No. 60 of the Masonic order, and Past Regent of Balti-

more City Council No. 357, Royal Arcanum.

On the 20th of November, 1902, Mr. Baker married Miss Louise

Tull, daughter of the late Dr. John Emory Tull, of Somerset County,

Maryland. They have one son, John Tull Baker. Mr. and Mrs.

Baker are members of the Associate Congregational Church.
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JOHN LUTHER NICODEMUS

ONE of the business veterans of Western Maryland is John

Luther Nicodemus, president of the People^s National

Bank of Hagerstown, who at eighty-two years of age is

hale, active,and puts in an appearance at his banking house promptly

every morning. Mr. Nicodemus has spent his long life in Washing-

ton County. He was born near Boonsboro on December 8, 1828;

son of John and Anna Maria (Motter) Nicodemus. His father w’as

a farmer and a miller, a son of Valentine Nicodemus, one of the early

settlers of the then Frederick County. The Nicodemus family was

founded in America by three brothers who came in 1720 from Austria

or South Germany, landed in Philadelphia and settled in Lancaster

County, Pennsylvania. One of the Pennsylvania brothers had two

sons, Valentine and Conrad, who came to Maryland and whose two

cousins also settled in Frederick County. This Valentine who
settled near Boonsboro was the grandfather of John L. Nicodemus.

On the maternal side, the family is of French Huguenot stock, long set-

tled in Frederick County, the name being originally J/otoe or Mot-

tieuTf which was promptly anglicized into IMotter. In the present

generation Judge J. C. Motter of Frederick is a distant cousin of Mr.

Nicodemus. John Nicodemus the elder,—farmer and miller,

—

was a fine specimen of that excellent German stock which has con-

tributed so much to Western Maryland. He was an upright, sturdy,

generous man. Young Nicodemus was reared in the country, a

healthy boy, trained in the tasks of the farm, upon which he worked

between school seasons
;
and as a boy was anxious to grow up and get

into business. He attended private schools, and later Mercersburg

College. At the age of sixteen, he began work in his father’s mill,

and his life was spent in the milling business in Boonsboro for the

ensuing twenty years. His operations in the milling business were

successful. He made money and established the character of a sound

financier. Seeing good openings in the banking business, he turned

his attention in that direction; and since 1805 has been identified

mainly with the banking business. In 1876, he founded the Clay

County Bank at Spencer, Iowa, now known as the First National
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Bank of Spencer, of which he is the vice-president. He was one of

the organizers of the Second National Bank of Hagerstown. In 1891

he moved from Boonsboro to Hagerstown; and in 1893, was elected

president of the People’s National Bank, the affairs of* which he has

since administered with distinguished ability.

Mr. Nicodemus’ life covers a most eventful period of our history.

He was a voter for twelve years before the Civil War. ' He was reared

in the political doctrines of the old Whig party, and so long as that

party held together, supported its policies and candidates. When
the troubles became acute in the country, the old Whig party dis-

appeared and a new alignment was made, the members of that old

and splendid organization dividing up between the Democrats and

the Republicans. ]Mr. Nicodemus was an ardent Union man through-

out that tremendous conflict, but during the Reconstruction period

he decided to join the Democratic party, with which he has since

aflSliated, though not an active politician in the partisan sense.

His recreations through life have been found in hunting, fishing and

driving.

On May 29, 1853, he married Miss Evelyn C. Smith of Frederick,

member of an old colonial family of that county. Of his marriage,

there are four children: E. May, now Mrs. Doctor S. S. Davis; Cora

Virginia, now Mrs. Dr. E. K. Wilson; G. Addie, now Mrs. Ashby
Conner; and Edwin Nicodemus. His wife died April 26, 1891; and

on November 9, 1892, he married Miss Virginia S. Newcomer, daugh-

ter of Victor and Anna (Shirick) Newcomer of Funkstown, Mary-
land. This branch of the well known Newcomer family owned a

farm which formed part of the battlefield of Antietam, and lived there

at the time of that epochal event, but afterwards they removed to

Funkstown. The late B. F. Newcomer, the noted banker and philan-

thropist, was second cousin to Mrs. Nicodemus.

Mr. Nicodemus’ religious affiliation is with the Reformed Church

of Boonsboro.

Mr. Nicodemus has lived a long, industrious, useful life. In

his business ventures, he has been unusually successful and is one of

the wealthy men of his section. He commands the entire confidence

and respect of the people of the county in which his entire life has been

spent, and now, in a green old age, can -rest upon the fruits of his

labors with the consciousness that he has served his generation with

fidelity.



-'W^' -.
' ’

fc.
.,::

.

i,.^

lo 9tio ai oxl doid^ m
X68I itl bnoosB^orfX lo ad's ittiiji^

baisai^ oX^oiodsac^ moil fe»7(0CD;

^4 i^otd!»K a'slqos^ .^b/aatqtp
"^Sjpicfc {>a4fi0^iXe4?dxiw^fiap|^^

limvo Smm'£ aia^bo alti

&MS atolad

W Wo snl4 lo aann^ootf

pSiiiiifoq & bsh2^q^,iod$^^'ik
;^^#^iuoo odj m%$u^'~dmA^
^^»imm 8BW iaoma^Ui wm

qu aaiWv^%
34£S«4>a»iiii anw eirmabooiH -nM

^ )^iub jjifd

W oi^ioomod 9dX%ioi oi
» 3M'^ * «i #.«V ««* M .M* A"

fl>44 .iSi avfctoB ^ 0a io0" dgiiorfi
55

,

oyad^dHi dsuoidx

,D«Psgid|d aeiM bahiam sd ,5^i

i W) lo
*

4^ifHal hiflo& b

^8 .tn twJS

]>0!f

iw0OO^X.,3.ak^ eeiM h&mnm ladoxavoHW^:g^p

l.*0hBki^<y,^v)ii '^iimmVh xmonA llr'^odi^.-fo'

^mataitnA lo biafiolWad loliaq b^cmol Hoi4^|0ri«il''.

rs4i aimwiov’la bo'd‘»,4n5v^Uado6q» 4adx lo oiifiJ( okl
i)ia laiiMid b^tpti Oii^:,iteoowoT^ .S tj4al odT .wrM9siim%^
^ .ewm^booiTl ^«iM ol^'nieocb bo£«w8 8^

pfi®rdoi0ii3 adl 4*hj ai flobaiLaEU apoiJiilOTi'BwmsbooiH

' -ii**b^ .OTodMooa'jtoM
ixl .oiil liild^ ,e0ohXfia;bai ^gool^a boyil^a^d somabootK^^aM > Jit'll;

i

lo 900 «i bna l0l«^3O0a '^iiauai/^o ixood aad ak^^sowtcov eaanimid aM
|j^^|*SOfl9b|0O9' 9(d>l«9 od4-=«b eid lo aoxn

'^"^"^,xx99d aed olU 9uSqq «M d^^dvr ai '^jxEuoo ddj lb olqo^ bdi lo xbejqimh^
aid la elioil aditjii^i/ ^89i ‘iia*> ,asa Wo noaij a oi ,woir boa
^dtiw aoi:Xai90i»® aid bavi^a &ed sd 4^axU^ae9nauoioaooa adt dim eiodalJf





I

A ^ ,

•, .'
"' v/

\ \

\ \

\ ,

(

t

i

i

i

l'



GEORGE THOMAS REDDEN

The origin of the family name of Redden is involved in doubt

A vast majority ot our present family names have been

evolved out of some aneient form, many now not recogniz-

able. There are two explanations of Redden, one says it came from

the French Redant, and we find in England the names Reddan and

Redon derived from this French form. Another explanation is that

it comes from the tovm of Reading (pronounced Redding) in Berk-

shire, England, from which is derived the Redding family, and that

this Redden is merely another form of Redding. It is quite possible

that Redden is merely a Scotch-Irish modification of the English

form Redding.

A representative of this family name,— who is not only one of

the most successful, but one of the most useful men of the town of

Denton, is George Thomas Redden, who was born in Kent County,

Delaware, on February 12, 1855; son of George W., and Jane B.

(Jones) Redden. His father was a farmer. His paternal great

grandfather was a tailor in Bridgeville, Delaware; and his maternal

grandfather, Thomas A. Jones, served two terms in the Delaware

State Senate.

Mr. Redden was reared on his father’s farm and had the usual

tasks assigned him of a farmer’s boy. He attended the public

schools of Delaware, and went through the Farmington Seminary.

At the age of seventeen, he went to sea as a sailor for one year, and

with the money thus earned, went back to school. Completing his

own schooling, he became a school teacher in Kent County, Dela-

ware.

In 1880, the young man, moved by the spirit of adventure, \vent

to Arizona, where for six years he w'as engaged in gold and silver

mining in Yavapai County. During his residence in Arizona he was,

in 1884, nominated by the Democrats for the territorial legislature,

and was defeated by a narrow margin of' three votes. After six

years in the far West, Mr. Redden returned East; stopped for a time

in New York City, and w'as engaged until 1887 in the commission
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GEORGE THOMAS REDDEN/^274

business in that city. In 1888, he moved to Denton and embarked

in the canning of fruits and vegetables and farming. His operations

have been very successful; and in the twenty-two years he has been

settled in Denton, he has built up a large business; made much money,

and is now one of the wealthy men of the county.

But he has not stopped merely with the making of money. He
is a vestrjTnan of the Episcopal Church; member of the Junior Order

of American Mechanics and of the fraternal order of Heptasophs,

has served six years in the town council, and in 1898, was elected a

member of the general assembly. In the general assembly, he did

notable work, and it was largely through his efforts that the Enoch

Pratt donation was secured for the splendid Pratt-Shepherd Hospital

near Baltimore. Tt will be seen from this record that Mr. Redden

has never allowed his business interests to absorb him to the exclu-

sion of the performance of civic and religious duty.

Mr. Redden was married in 1893 to Mrs. Louise Elizabeth

Finn, of Baltimore. They have four children: Maggie Jane, Mar-
riott Seymour, Layman Jones, and Mary Virginia Redden. In addi-

tion to these, he has one adopted son, John George, who is the son of

his wife by her first marriage.

Mr. Redden finds his recreation in automobiling and farming.

In view of the magnitude of his farming operations, one would think

that looking after his farm would be more in the nature of labor than

recreation; but like a wise man he has learned that in a diversity of

occupation lies the best of recreation.

In addition to being a man of broad and liberal views, Mr. Red-

den is a thorough business man of decisive action. His success has

been won by ability to quickly recognize opportunities and take

advantage of them. He belongs to that class which is doing so much
to advance the real interests of the state of Maryland and of the

country, and whose industry and enterprise deserve the most cordial

approval of all good citizens.
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ISAAC AMBROSE BARBER

The late Doctor Isaac A. Barber, of Easton, during bis life one

of the most prominent men of the Eastern Shore in a pro-

fessional, financial and political way, was born near Salem,

New Jersey, on January 26, 1852, and died at his home in Easton,

Maryland, March 1, 1909. He "was a descendant of an English

family settled in New Jersey since the seventeenth century. His

parents were John W., and Ann S. Barber. His father was by occu-

pation a farmer, and a man of great industry.

Doctor Barber was reared in the country and required to do his

share of work on the farm. He attended the public schools of Salem;

then went to Taylor and Jackson's school in Wilmington, Delaware.

Even as a boy, he acquired a taste for reading, and through life had

a pronounced partiality for works of a biographical character. He
early developed a taste for medicine, and at seventeen years of age

he entered upon medical study. Preferring the homeopathic school,

he entered the Hahnemann Medical College at Philadelphia, and was

graduated in 1872, when but twenty years of age. He began the

practice of medicine in Woodstown, New Jersey, but only remained

there until July 1873, when he removed to Easton, where he practiced

with great success until 1887. He then became interested in the flour

mill business in Easton and in St. Michaels. A most versatile and

capable man, his success in business circles w’as commensurate with

his success in medicine, and he was enabled to retire from active

business pursuits wdth a competency in 1903. In the meantime, in

1894, his financial ability had led to his election as president of the

Farmers and Merchants National Bank of Easton, and this position

he retained up to his death. For the last six or seven years of his

life, he confined himself chiefly to his agricultural interests and the

breeding of fine horses, which was a passion with him, and he was the

owner of quite a number of highbred and registered stock.

A public spirited man, he at one time served with great accept-

ability as president of the Talbot County Fair Association, and took

a keen interest in its success.
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He was through life affiliated with the Republican party, and

for many years one of its leaders on the Eastern Shore. In 1891, he

was the candidate of his party for delegate to the General Assembly,

but was defeated. Im 1893, he was made candidate for the State

Senate, but was again defeated. He possessed a great share of

tenacity; and in 1895, he was again a candidate for the legislature.

That was a Republican year in Maryland,—the Republicans elect-

ing their entire ticket, and controlling the legislature, and in that

year Doctor Barber was successful. In 1896, he was nominated by
the Republicans as their candidate for the Fifty-Fifth Congress.

Up to that time, the Republican party had not elected a Congressman

from the Eastern District since the War. He was elected; served his

term, and after the completion of his term, was made a member of

the Republican State Central Committee for Talbot County.

In 1878, Doctor Barber was married to Miss Nellie V. Collison,

daughter of the late William Collison, a leading contractor of Easton.

Four children were born of the marriage, of whom two, with his wife,

survive him. The two surviving children are: Stewart Earl Barber,

Past Assistant-Pa>Tnaster in the United States Navy, stationed in

Washinton at the time of his father’s death; and a daughter. Miss

Nellie Barber, who was attending the George School in Philadelphia

when her father died.

Religiously, Doctor Barber adhered to the faith of his fathers.

For generations the family had been members of the Society of Friends

and the Doctor was a leading member of the Third Haven Meeting

of Easton, one of the oldest churches in the United States. On the

day of his death, which was Sunday, he had attended service in the

morning. He had for several years been in poor health as a result

of an accident, but was thought to be on the road to full recovery.

Returning home from church, he was stricken with paralysis and died

in a few hours.

The local papers bore testimony to the excellence of his character

and to his strong qualities. He was given credit for being a most
untiring worker in everything he undertook, and one of the able

organizers of that section in both a business and political way. His

business associates passed very handsome, resolutions of condolence

to his family and as a testimonial to his memory. He was a man of

kindly temperament, courteous and genial manners, who won friends

readily and retained them after winning them. Though he did not
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live to any great length of years, he left behind him a record of accom-

plishment which would have been creditable to a veteran of three

score and ten.

When asked during his life to give a word of counsel to the

youth of our country, he wrote these words: First of all, be care-

ful in selection of your early associates. Avoid those who want to

smoke and drink whiskey or other intoxicating beverages. Be fond

of your home and reading. The influences of church and home will

lay the best foundation in life.^^





LOUIS VICTOR BAUGHMAN

The late General Louis Victor Baughman was not only one

of the best known men and best citizens of Maryland, but

was also one of the most chivalrous and most cultivated

men of his generation. His family in both the paternal and maternal

lines has been identified with Maryland for from four to nine genera-

tions, and is connected with a large number of leading families of the

State by ties of blood relationship. In the paternal line, the family

was founded by his great grandfather, a sea captain who brought

to Maryland many of the first settlers of Frederick County, and his

family has been identified with Frederick County from that time

down to the present. The son of the old sea captain was a substantial

farmer of that county, and the grandson was John W. Baughman,
father of the subject of this sketch, and one of the strong men of the

last generation. John W. Baughman was a man of notable character.

Thrown upon his own resources in early life, he clerked for a time in a

mercantile establishment of Frederick; then two years in St. John’s

College; entered the mercantile business, and by a combination of

capacity, industry and integrity built up a large and successful trade.

He was married in 18 14, to Mary Jane Jamison, daughter of Baker

Sylvester and Louisa (Mudd) Jamison. Just prior to his marriage, he

had entered the legal profession, having read law under James M.
Coale. Shortly after his marriage, he was induced to take hold of

The Frederick Citizen, known then as The Republican Citizen.

The remainder of his life was given to the conduct of this paper. A
man of fine natural ability, strong will and much determination

—

a staunch Democrat in his political convictions and in full sympathy
with the South in those stormy days of the ’50’s and ’GO’s, he made
his paper a pow'er, and drew down upon himself the wrath of the

Federal Government, which, after first imprisoning him and confis-

cating his property, finally banished him beyond the Federal lines.

During the remainder of the w^ar, he served in an official position in

Richmond; and after the war, resumed publication of his paper,

which he continued until his death, July 31, 1872.
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Louis Victor Baughman was the eldest child of the marriage of

John W. Baughman to Mary Jane Jamison, and was born in Frederick

City on April 11, 1845. Looking back through the entire list of

General Baughman’s ancestral lines, we come in contact with many
of the great names of Maryland, among them Leonard Calvert, the

first Governor and founder of the Colony, who ruled Maryland from

1634 to 1637. Another great figure in that early period was the

Reverend Robert Brooke, who settled in Maryland in 1 650, and was

Deputy Governor of the Province from 1652 to 1654. Crossing the

Maryland line into Virginia, there looms up Governor Edward
Diggs, 1654-58; and coming back to Maryland, Deputy Governor

William Diggs of Maryland, 1684-1687. Going back again to the

earliest period, we find Captain James Neale, who came from England

to Maryland in 1642; was a member of the Provincial Council in

1643; again in 1661, and of the assembly in 1666. General Baugh-

man was in direct line of descent from all of these notable characters

of the earliest period of the Colony; but, these cover but a small part;

for, tracing out the line farther, there appear the Sewells, Lowes,

Boarmans, Matthews, Piles, Pyes, and many others which in the

earlier generations were names to conjure with in Maryland. There

flowed, therefore, in his veins the best blood of the Colony and State,

always noted for the high character and excellent quality of its

citizenship.

General Baughman was reared in Frederick and educated at

Rock Hill and iMount St. Mary’s Colleges. At the age of sixteen

he -ran the blockade and entered the Confederate Army as a private

in Captains McAleer’s company of the First Maryland Infantry.

While in this command, he took part in the battles of Malvern Hill

and Gaines’ Mill. He was then transferred to Company D. of the

First Maryland Cavalry under Captain Welch; served under Early

and Breckenridge in their raid through Maryland, and also in the well

known Chambersburg raid in 1864 He was captured at Moorefield

Virginia, about midsummer of 1864, was imprisoned in Camp Chase,

Ohio, for nine months, and exchanged in March 1865, just prior to the

fall of Richmond.

General Baughman accompanied his family back to Maryland
after the fall of the Confederacy, and took lip the duties of active

life. From that time until his death, on November 30, 1906, at his

residence, Poplar Terrace, Frederick, he was one of the foremost
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characters of the State. He read law under ex-Governor E. Louis

Lowe, who was then living in Brooklyn, New York, and was employed

by a steamship company of New York.

Upon the death of his father in 1872 General Baughman, in ,

connection with his younger brother, J. Wm. Baughman, took charge

of The Frederick Citizen and continued the paper under the firm

name of Baughman Brothers. Under their management, the paper

continued to be, as it had been in the life time of the father, one of

the most influential and best edited papers of the State. The

record of The Frederick Citizen under the Baughmans is perhaps

unsurpassed in the United States, The paper was founded as far

back as May 1821, and during its history has supported every Demo-
cratic Presidential nominee, from William H. Crawford down to the

present. It is a record of consistent adherence to the principles of

the party founded by Thomas Jefferson, wfliich probably cannot be

equaled by a half dozen papers in the United States.

As soon as he had gotten a fair foothold. General Baughman was

married on September 27, 1881, to Miss Helen Abell, fourth daughter

of the Honorable A. S. Abell, the famous founder of The Baltimore

Sun and of one of the most noted journalistic families in theLTnited

States. The Abell family go back to the early settlement of Massa-

chusetts about 1630 and through this connection General Baughman’s

children combine the Maryland Cavalier blood with the New England

Puritan. See pp. 416-428 2d volume this Series for Abell family

sketch. The living children of this marriage are: E. Austin Baugh-

man and Mrs. Helen Baughman Conley.

It was but natural that a man so devoted to Democratic

principles, and editor of one of the foremost journals of that faith

in the State, should become a large figure in the party life of the

State, and for many years General Baughman was a most potent

factor in shaping the party policy of Maryland. His commanding
personality, wide acquaintance, and unusuual grasp of public ques-

tions and all matters political, amounting almost to genius, caused

his counsel to be in great demand by his Party, and he served for

several years upon the National Democratic Committee, as well

as upon the State Democratic Committee and the Democratic County
Committee, of which he was for a- long time the Chairman. For

four years he was Comptroller of the State Treasury. He was

President of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal; Chairman of the
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Board of Commissioners for Maryland of the Louisiana Purchase

Exposition at St. Louis. His military experience was utilized by three

Governors on whose staffs he served,—first, Governor Groome;

then Governor John I^ee Carroll; and finally on the staff of Governor

John Walter Smith, as Inspector General of the State.

Through life, he was a member of the Catholic Church. By
virtue of his descent from numerous colonial soldiers, he held mem-
bership in the Society of Sons of Colonial Wars. Keenly interested in

the United Confederate Veterans Association, he was one of the early

members of that society, and for many years took an active interest

in the affairs of the Alexander Young Camp of Condeferate Veterans.

He held membership in many Democratic clubs throughout the

country. In social club life he was attached to the Maryland, the

Journalists, Maryland Jockey, Country, and the Bachelors Cotillon

Clubs.

It would have been hard to find a man of a higher degree of

personal popularity, and equally hard to find one who more richly

deserved it. This personal popularity was based on a combination

of qualities—he was not half-hearted in anything. Any cause

which he espoused could command his strength to the limit. Whether

in Church or in State—in peace or in war—in the parlor or in the

field, he put his heart into everything that he undertook, and by

reason of strong mental and personal qualities attracted men to him.

Possibly had his tastes run in that channel, he would have filled many
high political positions,—and his abilities were equal to the highest;

but he seemed to be content with helping others, rather than the

pushing of his own preferment. That he was appreciated thor-

oughly and fully by those with whom he came in contact, and by

those whom he served, is shown by the record; and when he passed

away at the comparatively early age of sixty-one, he was lamented

from one end of the State to the other. He belonged to a generation

the like of which we shall not see again soon—a generation which

fought the greatest war in the annals of history, where brother was

lined up against brother, in support of principles which each believed

to be right; and no man in that mighty struggle bore himself more

gallantly than the young IMarylander who for four long years wore the

sabre of a private trooper. Perhaps the best summing up of his

character would be found in the word ‘faithfulness.”
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ELMOK.E BERRY JEFFERY

I
N THE innumerable changes which English family names have

undergone during the last six or eight hundred years, few

names present a greater variety than that of Jeffery. It origi-

nated in the old Norman name, Geoffrey, which sometimes appears

under the form of Godfrey. It is of some interest to note the variety

of names coming from this root. We find : Jeffery; Jefferay
;
Jefferey

;

Jefferis; Jefferyes; Jeffrey; Jeffreys; Jeffries. Robert Jeffery, or

Jefferis as it sometimes appears in the old records, was settled in

Chester County, Pennsylvania, as far back as 1685; and another

family spelling the name Jeffries was settled in Virginia at an even

earlier date.

A prominent representative of the business life of Baltimore at

the present moment is a member of this numerously-named family,

Mr. Elmore B. Jeffery. He is a son of William Grafton and Eliza-

beth (Keith) Jeffery, and was born in Bel Air, Harford County,

Maryland, on September 9, 1870. His father is one of the good

citizens of his section; has served his town faithfully as a commis-

sioner; is devoted to the work of the church,—a man of most char-

itable disposition—industrious in business, and of strong character.

Young Jeffrey led the life of the usual village boy. He was a robust

youngster; partial to athletics; reasonably devoted to books, and

took a pronounced interest in the church work, to which his father

was so devoted,—and in this was especially encouraged by his

mother, who exercised a most helpful influence on the boy in a moral

way. He went through tlie schools of Bel A.ir, including the High

School, in 1887, followed by a two years’ course in the Maryland

College, and rounded out with a business course in the Eaton &
Burnett College in 1890.

In October 1890, he became a bookkeeper foi Tyler Brothers,

manufacturers of cakes and crackers. This was just twenty years

ago. It v.^ould perhaps be hard to find in Baltimore or elsewhere,

a man who has traveled farther in a business career in twenty years

than has Mr. Jeffery. There must have been in his make-up an unus-
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ual measure of business talent. No amount of application or indus-

try or integrity could have carried him so far, had it not ail been sup-

plemented by business talent amounting almost to genius. Notice

the record: First, a bookkeeper; in a little while, local manager of

the National Biscuit Company; then owner of the Skillman Baking

Company, then President of the City Baking Company, which

position he now holds. In addition to this,—a great position for

even a gray haired veteran, and which is now so ably filled by

this young man,—he is a director in the Maryland Biscuit Com-
pany, and a director in the National City Bank. Mr. Jeffery,

himself, can make no explanation of this remarkable record beyond

the fact that from his very earliest boyhood he wanted to excel.

He does, however, see where certain factors entered into the result.

From home, school, and church he got the proper early training; by
special study and association with competent men he gained experi-

ence,—and these of course were great factors.

Yet a young man, he has not outgrown his boyhood love for

baseball, and he finds recreation in that sport. His religious affilia-

tion is with the Methodist Episcopal Church, of which he is a most

valuable member, being connected with the official board of the

First Church. Mr. Jeffery’s religious activities are not confined,

however, to the work of his church. He is one of the leaders of the

Young Men’s Christian Association, being Chairman of its Finance

Committee; and in this great field, he is doing valuable and effective

service. His tastes do not run to politics, but he classes himself as

an “Independent,” wearing no party collar. Upon this, he is to be

congratulated, for it is to this class of our citizenship the country must

look for its salvation in those crises when party spirit runs mad and for-

gets the general welfare.

He is a reading man, partial to a high class of literature. Among
his preferential lines may be classed American and English history;

the fiction of Dickens, Thackeray and Scott; Miller’s Devotional

works, and the sociological works of Bellamy and Josiah Strong.

His reading easily gives the clue to his independence in politics.

On October 11, 1898, Mr. Jeffery was married to Miss Mary A.

Miller. Their married life was comparatively short; and subse-

quent to her death, he was married in June, 1908, to Miss Nellie

Waters French. Of each of his marriages there is one daughter.
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ALBERT WESLEY SISK

Albert W. SISK of Preston, Caroline County, now head of

the large and responsible firm of A. W. Sisk and Son, manu-
facturers and brokers in canned goods, was born on a farm

near Preston, June 11, 1800, and his entire fifty years of life have been

spent in his native county. His parents were William and Lucetta

(Dean) Sisk. His father was a farmer, and held several minor offices

by appointment, but consistently refused to be a seeker after office.

He was a man of great energy and sterling integrity.

The family derives its descent from Joseph Sisk who came to

this country in the first half of the eighteenth century and settled

in what is now the southern end of Caroline County. The Sisks

have been generations of farmers, noted chiefly for their integrity

and piety. A. W. Sisk as a boy was rather delicate. He had liter-

ary tastes and a strong partiality for mathematics. He was fortun-

ate in both his parents, for his mother was of equally strong charac-

ter with his father. He went through the public schools, graduating

in 1878 from the Preston Academy, and began work on his own
account as teacher of a public school in Beltsville, Maryland; and

while there spent a part of his time in the study of higher mathematics

and reading standard literary works, being especially partial to

Shakespeare. He had, however, even then a strong desire to estab-

lish a business which could be built up and give full play to his ener-

gies and allow him to develop his executive capacity. He has suc-

ceeded in that ambition, perhaps even beyond his most sanguine

desires, for in a little country town he has built up a business which

for years past has exceeded a volume of one million dollars annually.

In addition to this, a connection with several financial institutions

and with the public school system has afforded an opportunity for

the further exercise of his ability. He first came in touch in an official

capacity with banks, when he w'as elected a director in the people’s

National Bank at Denton in 1898. In 1902 he w'as elected a director

of the people’s National Bank of Salisbury, and in 1904 he w'as

elected director and President of the Provident Savings Bank of
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Preston. Prior to that, in 1894 and 1896 he had served as a mem-
ber of the House of Delegates. He had by this time become a thor-

oughly well knowm man of high standing, and in 1900, Governor John
Walter Smith appointed him a member of his staff with rank of

Colonel. In that same year, he was appointed member of the

School Board of Caroline County, and in 1904 was made president

of the school board. Perhaps no work of Mr. Sisk’s life has given

him greater pleasure than that which he had done for the educa-

tional system of his section. He is also a director of the Hebron
Savings Bank, established in 1909, and a stockholder in the Farmers

and Merchants Bank of Belair. He is also interested in the United

States Fidelity Company, of Baltimore, as a stockholder.

In 1900 Mr. Sisk was appointed by Governor John W’alter

Smith as a member of his staff, with the rank of Colonel, and he

served throughout Governor Smith’s term.

On December 3, 1884, Mr. Sisk was married to Miss Sallie

Fletcher, daughter of J. B. Fletcher, of Preston. Of the five children

born to them, there are four li-'dng: Albert Fletcher, the eldest son,

who is actively engaged wdth his father, proving a very able assist-

ant in the handling of their extensive business
;
Edwin Kerr, Eliza-

beth Eloise and Francis Douty Sisk are the younger children.

He is and always has been a staunch adherent of the Democratic

party. In fraternal circles he is an active Mason, having been

initiated into the order in 1886, and a Past Master since 1892. He
has also for many years been a member of the Heptasophs. His

religious affiliation is wdth the Methodist Episcopal Church. Mr.

Sisk has found his chief recreation in travel. He spent the year

1900 in Ireland, England and Continental Europe. In 1904 he took

in California, where he spent several weeks. Again in 1910 he spent

the summer wdth his wife in Europe, taking in Italy, Switzerland,

Belgium, France and England. He frequently takes short trips,

which he finds most beneficial from both a mental and physical

standpoint.

The man wffio has done all these things and achieved all these

results, has been through life afflicted with a weak body, and he says

of this that he has often had to succumb temporarily to the drain

upon his physical strength and he thinks that thus his success in life

has been much less than it otherwise would have been. Iii this it

is quite possible that he is in error. A strong man, conscious of his
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strength, wastes time and lets opportunities go by, with the idea

that he can make it up at most any time, while the weaker man knows
that he must get the utmost results possible from his slender capital

of physical strength; and sometimes the weaker man shows the

better results.

Mr. Sisk suggests to the young men and women in our schools

and colleges, that “while they are cultivating the mind, not to for-

get the body, and keep it strong and healthy and vigorous, it being

the source of strength to the mind in after years, and the temple of

God always/'
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WILLIAM JAMES PRICE

WILLIAAI JAMES PRICE, of Centerville, farmer, capi-

talist and banker, comes of a family which has been iden-

tified with the Eastern Shore of Maryland for two hun-

dred years. Apparently the Price family was first founded in Cecil

County, and then moved down the Eastern Shore to Kent, and
has since spread out over that section of country.

The family was originally Welsh, the name being derived from

the old Rees family of Wales. Ap Rees was the son of Rees. That

became changed into ap Rice, and ap Rice was evoluted into Price.

Mr. Price w'as born near Centerville on October 12, 1831, son

of Christopher and Mary (Knox) Price. His father was a mer-

chant. The lad was reared in the country, near Centerville, and

had an exceeding fondness for outdoor life. He was educated in

the Centerville schools, and spent some little time in his youth as

clerk in a mercantile house.

At the age of twenty-one he began farming on his own account,

and has been farming ever since—a period of fifty-eight years. His

farming operations were largely successful, he accumulated capital,

and became the owmer of a considerable number of farms, all of

which he operated successfully, and five of which he has recently

given away. In 1888 he left his home farm, which was a little way out

of Centerville, and moved into the town, though he has continued

to operate his farms up to the present.

In 1890 he was the chief factor in the organization of the Queen

Anne’s National Bank of Centerville, and became vice-president,

serving in that capacity a time and then becoming president, which

position he has held up to a recent period, when owing to the failure

of his eyesight, he felt compelled to resign, much to the regret of his

associates. That IMr. Price developed financial abilities of a high

degree, is proven by his career in the banking business. He was

fifty-seven years old when he left his farm to move to town. He was
in his sixtieth year when he engaged in the banking business. Yet

in these nineteen years the bank under his management has upon
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its capital of $75,000 paid satisfactory dividends to its stockholders,

and accumulated a surplus of $30,000. It is not given to many men to

establish a new business at sixty and live to see it a brilliant success.

Mr. Price has had that pleasure. Mr. Price yet retains the presi-

dency of The Working Men’s Building and Loan Association, which

he has served with the same fidelity and ability that he did the bank.

Though identified with the Democratic party, he does not take

an active interest, and has never sought office. He does, however,

take a very keen interest in the betterment of his community, and

in this way has acted as a County Roads Supervisor. Such was his

public spirit that while holding this office he spent a lot of his own
money to further the interests of the community.

That Mr. Price was a born farmer, is proven by two facts:

First, that he made money out of farming, and secondly, that he

gets his recreation now in looking after his farm. That he is also a

born financier, is proven by his career as a bank officer.

In his reading he has found most pleasure and most advantage

from historical works and from the press.

On March 11, 1856, he was married to Miss Eliza Price, daughter

of William S. Price, a prominent citizen of Queen Anne’s County,

and who, though bearing the same name, was not a relative. Seven

children have been born of this marriage, of whom six are living.

Mr. Price is practically a self-made man, and that his business

capacity is of a high order is proven by the fact that though his life

until he was an elderly man was spent on a farm, he is now one of

the wealthiest men in Queen Anne’s County.
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CHARLES ALBERT WEBB

P
ROMINENT in the business life of Baltimore, is Charles

Albert Webb, of the old commission house of A, L. Webb
and Sons, vice-president of the American Bonding Com-

pany, director of the Baltimore Savings Bank and the Merchants

National Bank, and connected with other financial institutions of

Baltimore and New York.

General Webb was born in Baltimore on March 26, 1856, son

of Albert Lee and Catherine Anne (Deford) Webb. The ancestral

line of this family is a remarkable one, and it brings in a large number
of the most prominent of the early families of New England. The
American progenitor was Christopher Webb, who came from Bark-

ing, Essex county, England, in 1626, his family consisting of two sons

and two daughters. His eldest son Christopher married Hannah
Scott and settled in Braintree (now Quincy), Massachusetts, in 1654.

This branch of the Webb family that comes from Barking, Essex

County, was descended from the Webb family of Oldstock, county

Wilts; and the first known ancestor of the family was engaged in

the second crusade, his name being found among the knights of an

ancient roster knovTi as the Apuldercrim roll. The coat of arms

of the Oldstock family of Webb, is thus described by Burke: '‘Gu.

a cross betw. four falcons, or. Crest—A demi-eagle displ. issuing out

of a ducal coronet, or.” The various families which converge upon

the subject of this sketch as given in a carefully made genealogical

record of the family, shows next to the Webb family, the Adams
family, to which President John Adams belonged. This particular

branch of the Adams family goes back to Wales, in County Car-

marthen; and there are ancient inscriptions in Tidenham Church,

near Chapton, made in 1310, from which it is gathered that the repre-

sentative of the family of that day was in parliament from 1296 to

1307. The old coat of arms is thus described by Burke: “Argent

on a cross gu. five mullets or. Crest—Out of a ducal coronet or, demi-

lion affrontee gu. Motto—Aspire, persevere, and indulge not.”

The famous Prescott family of IMassachusetts, founded by John
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Prescott, who came over in 1640, next appears in the genealogi-

cal line. Then we find Major John Mason, of Connecticut, born

in England 1600 commanding officer in the Pequot war. Representa-

tive in the General Court from 1637 to 1641, and Deputy Governor

in 1669. Then comes in the Hobarts, founded by Edmund Hobart,

of Hingham, who came from England in 1633. Then the Binghams.

The date of their coming is uncertain, but Thomas Bingham was a

young man in 1660. Next appears Bakers, founded by Reverend

Nicholas Baker, born about 1611, and who appears as a settler in

Hingham in 1635. Through the intermarriage of one of the Bakers

with a daughter of Isaac Robinson, who was a son of Reverend John

Robinson, of Leyden, the leader of the original Plymouth Rock Com-
pany, appears a connection with the very first company of colonists

who came over in the Mayflower. Then comes into the line the Jen-

kins family, founded by John Jenkins, who came over in 1635.

Another family appearing in this ancestral line, are the Annables,

founded by Anthony Annable, who came over in 1623, and during

his life was one of the useful men in the colony, always known as

“good man Annable.” Then Thomas Allen appears, who during his

life was probably the wealthiest man in the colony. Then comes

in the Bigelows; and here we have a curious example of the evolu-

tion of names. In 1642 the founder of this family appears in the

records under the spelling of John Bijulah. Later on we find him

appearing as John Bigolo, and about the same time Samuel is de-

scribed as Samuel Bigilo. Then the chapter is wound up by the

original John’s name appearing as John Biglo. During the Revo-

lutionary period, Abner Webb, a member of this family, was a

soldier in the Continental line. But the Baltimore Webbs do not

have to bolster themselves upon the merits of their ancestors, and

this recital has been given merely to show that they come of the

best American stock and are living up to the traditions. Albert L.

Webb, the father of Charles A. Webb, founded a commission business

in Baltimore. He was eminently successful in his business, and

thus was able to give to his son, Charles Albert Webb, the benefits

of a good education. Charles Albert was a strong boy, fond of out-

door sports and exercise, and gave promise of unusual capacity. He
went to the private school in Baltimore, conducted so long by George

Carey, one of the best training schools our country has ever known;

and from there to the Pennsylvania Military Academy, where his

I
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schooling was completed. In 1872 he entered his father’s business

in Baltimore as an employee, and speedily showed that he possessed

an unusual measure of the strong qualitites of his family. He de-

veloped business ability of a very high order, and has attained a

position in the business world of the highest honor.

In one thing Mr. Webb does not hold to the New England tra-

ditions. Politically he affiliates with the Democratic party. The
Democrats are so hopelessly outnumbered in New England, that

one is tempted to forget that there are any Democrats there; but

whenever a New England Democrat is found, or a man of New
England descent is found in the Democratic ranks one may depend

upon it, that he is not only one of the straitest of the sect, but that he

is one abundantly able to give a reason for the faith that is in him,

and knows no variableness nor shadow of turning in his political

principles.

General Webb’s business career deserves rather more specific

mention than has been given in the foregoing paragraphs. It has

been stated that he entered the business founded by his father and

conducted under the style of A. L. Webb and Sons. This was origi-

nally a strictly commission business. Under the management of

General Charles A. Webb, who is now the head of the house, the

business has been broadened and widened, until its volume many
times exceeds its most palmy days during his father’s time. In addi-

tion to managing this huge business, he is general manager of the

Southern Branch of the Standard Distilling and Distributing Com-
pany, which is the largest spirit and alcohol concern operating in the

South. He handles both of these two diversified interests with con-

summate ability, and is recognized as a man of the highest order of

executive capacity. In the American Bonding Company, of which

he is vice-president, he was also one of the organizers, and has been a

most active factor in its success. A strong testimonial to his business

capacity is found in the fact that he is a director of the ^Merchants

National Bank. Douglas Thomas, the president of that bank and

one of the leading financiers of Baltimore, has the faculty of securing

upon his Board of Directors men of the first order of ability,—and

the fact that a man is connected with that bank is evidence of his

ability. It must not be gathered from this that General Webb is one

of those men who immerse themselves in business to the exclusion of

everything else, for he is keenly interested in every interest which goes
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to make up the life of the community. He holds membership in the
|

^

Maryland, the Merchants, the Baltimore Country, the Green Spring

Valley Kennel, and the Elk Ridge Clubs.

On March 10, 1908, he was appointed a member of the staff of

Governor Austin L. Crothers, present Governor of Maryland, with

the rank of Brigadier-General. This again may be taken as evidence

of his commercial and personal standing, as well as of his political

affiliations; for the military families of our governors at the present

day are made up from men of the highest standing who are in pohtical

sympathy with the governors.

On January 7, 1880, General Webb was married in Emmanuel
Episcopal Church, Baltimore, to Miss Mary E. Cator, a member of

the well known Maryland family. Of this marriage, the children are:

Carrie Pattison; Mary Cator; Elizabeth Pattison, and Catherine

Deford Webb.

1
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GEORGE THOMAS MELVIN

George THOMAS MELVIN of Annapolis—lawyer, banker

and public man, now one of the prominent and influential

citizens of this State—was born on the family homestead

near Burrsville, Caroline County, December 18, 1851; son of Thomas
and Mary Frances (Fisher) Melvin. His father, Thomas Melvin,

was a prominent man of the county, and served for many years as

magistrate: represented his county in the General Assembly as far

back as 1847, and was postmaster of Denton, Maryland, by appoint-

ment of President Cleveland as late as 1885. His mother was a

daughter of George Fisher, originally of Delaware, who served a as

member of the State Senate of Delaware.

Mr. Melvin was a healthy country boy; reared on the farm;

accustomed to farm labor, of which his father made him do a full

share, and also w^orked in the lumber mill operated by his father.

Looking back from his present vantage point, Mr. Melvin can see

that this hard discipline of his youth was of exceeding value, as it

taught him.promptitude,of action, a sense of responsibility, orderly

methods, and conscientious performance of tasks. Fie was fortunate

in his mother, as-iyeil as in his father. A woman of much strength of

character, combined with sweetness of disposition, ^he was an ideal

adviser and companion for the growing boy. He attended the country

schools where terms WTre short; but having fully determined in his

own mind to have an education, he studied hard even during vaca-

tions. He began his career as a public school teacher at Harmony,
Maryland, in 1873; and while teaching, took up the study of law

under the preceptorship of William S. Ridgely, a son of the Reverend

Greenberry W. Ridgely, who was at one time the law partner of

Henry Clay in Kentucky, and wKo purchased a large landed estate

in Caroline County and retired to it in later life. Mr. Melvin was

admitted to the bar at Denton in 1876, by Judges Robinson, Wickes

and Stump.

In early life, he had determined to wFn a just measure of success

as gauged by proper standards, and to this determination he has
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adhered with a steadfastness of purpose which did not permit of

failure. From 1878 to 1885, Mr. Melvin was auditor and equity

examiner of Caroline County Circuit Court. During these same years,

he was editor of ‘^The Denton Journal,’’ an influential and widely

known weekly of the Eastern Shore, afterwards acquired by his

youngest brother, Howard Melvin, and nov>r conducted by him.

Another brother, James F. Melvin, once associated with “The Den-
ton Journal,” afterwards published “The Cambridge Chronicle”

and founded “The Ellicott City Democrat,” which was merged with

“The Ellicott City Times,” and is now engaged in newspaper work
in the West.

In 1885, in association with William S. Ridgely, his former law

preceptor, Mr. Melvin purchased of the late George Colton, “The
Maryland Republican” at Annapolis, and in the following year was

made State Printer of Maryland. In 1890, he was appointed United

States Post Office Inspector. Selling out his interest in “The Mary-
land Republican” in 1894, Mr. Melvin devoted himself to legal and

real estate work in Annapolis. In the past twenty years, Annapolis

has grown largely and has been greatly beautified. In this work,

Mr. Melvin was a pioneer, especially in the surburban area, having

created the section known as West Annapolis and the city residentjal

district known as “Murray Hill.” He was largely instrumental in

giving that impetus to municipal growth which has resulted in the

expansion and beautifying of the city.

In 1904, he wns appointed by Governor Warfield a member of

the Anne Arundel County School Board, and from that time has

been exceedingly active in the cause of public education. The county

system has been developed and enlarged, with better school houses,

more capable teachers, the introduction of the teaching of agriculture

in the schools, and the establishment of the Annapolis High School.

In September, 1894, Mr. Melvin, in conjunction wuth Colonel

Luther H. Gadd, purchased the Hotel Maryland property, one of

the landmarks of Annapolis, and made it a thoroughly modern and

successful enterprise. Mr. Melvin bought out Colonel Gadd’s in-

terest in 1901, and in September 1910, leased the property to J.

Norman Smith and his brother, Lester L. Smith, of Anne Arundel

county, wUo are now' its managers.

In 1905, Mr. Alelvin founded and w'as first president of the Anne

Arundel County Tax Payers’ Association, wdiich has done a great
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educational work and aroused an interest among the people upon

public questions and as to local government, with the result that use-

less expenditure has been curbed; the standard of public service

improved in all departments of county adaninistration; waste and

extravagance abolished, and the new system of public road manage-

ment inaugurated. In reiigious circles, Mr. Melvin is a communicant

of St. Anne’s Protestant Episcopal Church of Annapolis.

In 1878, INIr. Melvin married Miss Maria Louise Hopkins,

youngest daughter of the late Henry P. Hopkins, a prominent farmer

of Talbot County. They have two children; Mrs. Elsie Melvin

Kemp, wife of W. Thomas Kemp, of the law firm of Whitelock

Deming and Kemp, Baltimore; and Pddgely Prentiss Melvin, of

Annapolis, a graduate of St. John’s College, in 1899 and of the School

of Law of the University of Maryland in 1902. The younger Mr.

Melvin has achieved success at the bar. He was elected City Coun-

selor of Annapolis in 1907, and reelected in 1909.
,

Mr. Melvin is now president of the Annapolis Banking and

Trust Company (incorporated by the legislature of Maryland in

1904), which position he is filling with the same ability that he has

filled all other positions in life. Yet physically strong and in the prime

of his mental powers, he has been for many years a most useful and

valuable citizen, and bids fair in the future to do even better work

than in the past, which has already gained him the respect and esteem'

of the community in which he has been so good a citizen.
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ELIHU EMORY JACKSON

The late Honorable E. E. Jackson of Salisbury, one of the

pioneers in xhe Southern lumber industry, a leader in the

business world, and one of the best GoY^ernors Maryland has

ever had, was born in Somerset County near Salisbury, on November

3, 1837, and died in Baltimore on December 27, 1907. Governor

Jackson crowded into his seventy years of life an amount of achieve-

ment seldom equalled by any man in the same period of time.

He came of good stock. His father, Hugh Jackson, was a large

land owner in that part of Somerset County, now wdthin the bor-

ders of Wicomico, and lived on land inherited from his grandfather,

Elihu Jackson (I.). Hugh Jackson w^as a considerable slave owner

and a planter of the old regime. In addition to that, he w^as interested

with his sons in the lumber and mercantile business. He served as

Judge of the Orphans’ Court
;
w^as a man of profound piety—an earn-

est worker in the Methodist Episcopal Church South, and often sent

as a delegate to conferences; and on account of the integrity of his

character, constantly called upon by his neighbors to settle estates.

Throughout life, he was a staunch and unw'avering Democrat. The
progenitor of this branch of the Jackson family w^as Samuel Jackson

who came from Shellands in County Suffolk, England. Samuel

Jackson was a member of a party which came to Alaryland wdth Col-

onel William Colebourne from Virginia in IGGl, and settled in Somer-

set County. He was granted lands by Cecilius Calvert in 1GG8, and

evidently had the land hunger possessed by the Englishmen of that

day, an appetite w'hich still persists in their descendants, and secured

all the land he could, like the other English settlers, by bringing in

outside persons, even members of his owm family, and setting up a

claim for land for each person brought in. The early Colonists were

not lacking in wasdom in their generation. Joshua Jackson, son of

Samuel, served as a soldier in the French and Iiulian w'ars. His tliree

brothers, Thomas, Daniel and Isaac; also saw' service as members of

Captain Scott Day’s Company. Elihu Jackson (I.), son of Joshua

Jackson and great-grandfather of Governor Jackson, entered the
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Revolutionary armies as a young man of twenty-one. He was one of

the prominent men of his day on the Eastern Shore and of much force

of character. He was a large owner of real estate, and ranked as a

wealthy man. He left bequests of silver, mahogany furniture and

books which are still in possession of Governor Jackson's family.

He was a vestryman in old Green Hill Parish. Governor Jackson's

grandfather, John Jackson, married Nellie Hammond of Worcester,

then Somerset County, vvho was a descendant of Captain Edward
Hammond.

Governor Jackson's matenisl line was equally strong. His

mother, Sarah IMacBride Humphreys, was a daughter of Joshua and

Elizabeth (MaeBride) Humphreys. She was a descendant of the old

English families of Humphreys, Scarborough and Richardson; and

his father w'as related to the Hammond and King families,—all these

being prominent in the early history of the Colonies. The Scar-

borough family originated in Yorkshire. The Hammond family

appears as far back as Domesday Book. The Humphreys family

name is of Norse origin and goes back to the time when the Norse-

men made their incursions into England. The original Norse name
was Holmfridr.

Governor Jackson was reared in the country, and even as a

boy measured up to the highest standard of duty. He attended the

country schools, which 'were not of the best in his boyhood, but made
the most of his opportunities and declined the collegiate education

offered him by his father, because of a great desire to enter business.

He took an active part in the "work of the farm, superintending the

slaves and leading them in their work. For two years he taught school,

because his health for the moment was not rugged enough to endure

the farm labors. At the age of twenty-one, he left the farm and

engaged in mercantile business at Delmar, Delaware, where he

remained four years. From the very start he developed the quality

of leadership. Never sparing himself, he was always in front, urging

his followers to an advance.

At Salisbury, Maryland, in 1864, his real business career com-
menced. He was then twenty-seven years old. He engaged in the

mercantile and lumber business. From the very first day he made
his mark upon the community. The lumber business of the South

was at that time in its infancy, and only here and there was a far-

J^eeing man who could appreciate its potentialities. He made invest-
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ments which his neighbors, good business men but of less discern-

ment, regarded as extremely hazardous, but in every case his judg-

ment was justified by the results. From that fargone day, now forty-

six years past, down to the day of his death, he was one of the great

leaders in the Southern lumber industry. His affairs prospered.

Late in life, in a reminiscent mood one day in conversing with friends,

he made the statement that in his earlier years when they were spread-

ing out in every direction, he always had a place for two dollars for

every one that he had or could get, but despite this constant state of

financial stress, he was one of the most liberal men of his generation.

With such a man, financial pressure could not last long, and in a

few years the great mills which he and his associates had put in at

Salisbury and on the Peninsula, had to seek more distant fields for

the supplies of timber, and a small fleet of vessels was kept busy in

bringing in these supplies ancT taking out the lumber. Extensive

tracts of land were bought in Eastern Virginia, and the operations'

of the Jackson brothers became known far and near. In conjunction

with his brother William and some Pennsylvania capitalists, he began

operations in Alabama. They bought altogether one hundred and

forty thousand acres of timber lands in that State, a tract twenty-

two miles long and twelve miles wide. Governor Jackson also became

chief owner in another tract of twenty thousand acres in Alabama.

Some idea of the immensity of the business there done may be gath-

ered from the fact that in one of the mills the freight bills were over

six hundred dollars a day. No man in his day was more thoroughly

familiar with the lumber business in every detail, and no man had a

wider grasp of its possibilities, nor knew better how to manage it

for the results. The lumber firm of E. E. Jackson and Company ;

the Jackson Lumber Company, of which he Tvas vice-president; the

E. E. Jackson Lumber Company, of w^hich he w^as president, all

became names to conjure with in the lumber industry. As his opera-

tions ramified, and his capital increased, gaining him recognition as

a financier, he was called into the councils of many financial institu-

tions. He served as president of the Salisbury National Bank;

president of the Sussex County National Bank of Seaford, Delaware;

and other institutions too numerous to mention.

He w^as a democratic man—plain and unassuming in his man-

ners, and possessed of the same profound religious convictions that

had marked his father; never puffed up, and always had a kindly ami
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affectionate word for his old friends and neighbors. His cheerful

home, “The Oaks,'’ at Salisbury, was one of the most delightful

places in which to spend a visit, and its unaffected and open-hearted

hospitality was known far and near. “For a number of years the

ex-Governor and his family had lived in Baltimore in winter, coming

there from Salisbury usually just after the November election and
returning to the Eastern Shore in the early spring. His home at the

southwest corner of Cathedral and Richmond Streets, across from

Emmanuel Protestant Episcopal Church, is a substantial residence.

Like the Salisbury abode, it is handsomely furnished and thoroughly

comfortable, but the ex-Governor was noted for his simplicity in

taste, and he did not care for ostentation. There are few more desir-

able houses in Baltimore than the Jackson mansion, and no more

interesting sites in the social history of the city.”

A great developer of the lumber industry, and therefore a most

valuable citizen, it is perhaps true that his greatest service was ren-

dered along political lines. His political career dates back to 1882.

Never an officer-seeker, -while absent from home he was nominated

to represent his county in the House of Delegates. He was elected;

served his term with acceptability and two years later was

elected to the State Senate. He had always taken a keen interest in

politics, and at Salisbury had looked straitly after the securing of

good men for county offices, especially the county commissioners.

A staunch Democrat, and always a party man, yet he did not believe

that party interests should be put above the public interest. In

1886, the Senate elected him as its president. His valuable service

in that capacity made him an available candidate for governor, and

some of his friends became active in his behalf. Some of his political

opponents charged that there was a great deal of money expended in

his campaign and that he put up a great campaign fund. The facts

of the case "were that the State Committee assessed him two thousand

five hundred dollars; and later when some charges were brought up

against him about unfair treatment of labor, and it became necessary

to refute these charges through the newspapers, the State Committee

asked him for another contribution of two thousand five hundred

dollars, and this five thousand dollars represented his entire expend-

iture which was asked for by the State Committee. He did not spend

in his own home county one penny. He entered the governor’s office

in 1888, serving four years. When he retired from the office of gov-
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ernor eighteen years ago, the papers of that day in reviewing his work,

stated without reservation that no governor of Maryland had given

to the State within the memory of man, such valuable service. He
entered the governor’s office, determined to serve the people of iMary-

land. He allowed no influences, however powerful, to sway him

from that determination. In his four years’ term, he reduced the

debt of the State nearly one million three hundred thousand dollars,

and cut the interest charged on the remaining debt one-half, meaning

a net decrease annually in interest charges of one hundred and twenty-

five thousand dollars. The annual gain to the State treasury during

his administration reached nearly four hundred thousand dollars,

without any increase in taxation, and made it possible for the tax

rate to be reduced from 17J cents to 13J cents, or a reduction of

nearly twenty-five per cent.

Never a public speaker, he was noted for the lucidity of his state-

ments, and his State papers were models of plain, clear, direct, strong

statement. He forced the large interests, which had been escaping

their just share of taxation, to come into line and pay somewhat in

proportion to the rest of the people. He hunted up revenues that

had not before been thought of. He put the State tobacco warehouses,

which had been the cause of an annual deficit, upon a paying basis,

and put the credit of the State upon the very highest plane. He out-

lined plans which, if persisted in, would in a few years have freed the

State from debt and enabled it to operate in all of its functions with-

out any direct taxation whatever. He reformed the insurance laws

by which the State’s revenue from that source was trebled. He
brought the public utility corporations into line and added many
thousands of dollars to the State’s revenues from that source. He
settled the vexed boundary question between Maryland and Vir-

ginia, which had been productive of bloodshed, and established

Maryland’s rights on the Potomac River. He reformed the laws of

the oyster police navy and secured a more rigid enforcement of the

law. He looked into the State’s interests in the Chesapeake and

Ohio Canal and favored a lease to the Cumberland and Washington

Railroad Company for ninety thousand dollars per year. The legis-

lature would not, however, grant the lease. Mark the result: The
property which he could have leased for ninety thousand dollars a

year was afterwards sold outright for one hundred and fifty-five

thousand dollars. He refused to sign the Reassessment Bill, though
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strongly urged by prominent men of the party, because he regarded

it as unjust, impracticable and expensive in its application, and as

usual his judgment was later on justified.

‘^His advice was always sought in the councils of his party, and

there are many who believe that had his advice been followed in the

great struggle of 1895, the Democrats would not have lost control

of the State at that time. After that great defeat. Governor Jack-

son was one of the leading men in the State in getting together the

scattered fragments of the party, and he toiled for four years to cement

these fragments and get ready for the wonderful victory of 1899.”

He was a member of the iNIasonic Fraternity and the University

Club of Baltimore; but his chief outside interest was in the Southern

Methodist Church. He was as devoted to that church as his father

had been. He became strongly attached to Bishop Wilson; and at

one time gave him -a home worth eleven thousand dollars. He prac-

tically spent sixty thousand dollars in the building of the handsome

stone church in Salisbury. He offered to give fifty thousand dollars

towards the erection of the Alpheus Wilson Memorial Church, when-

ever one hundred thousand dollars was raised by the church. He was
for a time trustee of Randolph-Macon University, and gave thou-

sands of dollars to the educational work of the church. He was always

liberal in his contributions to church purposes and to other charities.

“To be generous was to him one of the greatest privileges of wealth.”

(From editorial in “Baltimore News.”) He was particularly kind

to promising young men and assisted many of them in getting a good

start in life.

He retained through life a keen interest in all sorts of games,

indoor and out; and when the young people were visiting at his home
he took part in their games with the zest of a boy. In early life fond

of base ball and a participant in the game, up to his last days he

enjoyed a good game of base ball as much as he had ever done.

“Ex-Governor Jackson several years ago joined the University Club,

and until his last attack he spent a good deal of time at that club

when he was in Baltimore. His amiability and love of pleasant intcT-

course with friends made him a favorite there. Next to a chat, he

enjoyed a rubber of bridge.”

His favorite reading through life were historical and biographical

works.

He was married on November 25, 18G9, to Annie Frances Rider,
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daughter of Doctor William fleam and Margaret Anne Rider of

Salisbury. Mrs. Jackson is descended from the old English families

of Rider, Walker, Fletcher, Boston, iVIaddox, Relfe, Byrd and More.

Many of her ancestors served during the notable times of our early

history. Six children were born of this marriage. Of these, five are

living, as follov/s: Margaret Jackson Vanderbogart; Nellie Jackson

Leonard; Hugh William Jackson; Everett Elihu Jackson, and Rich-

ard Newton Jackson.

Governor Jackson was a clean, strong, courageous man, not

boastful, not vain; inherently a Democrat, with remarkable business

acumen and abundant nerve to back that acumen, and a sound judg-

ment in political matters which was never at fault. Had he elected

to follow politics as a vocation, rather than business, he would have

been one of the great leaders of the nation. As it was, politics was

with him but a part of rhe duty of a good citizen. One of the papers

speaking of him said: ‘‘Business was the substance of the former

Governor’s career, and politics was his diversion. It was lumber

and financial undertakings that occupied his working days, and poli-

tics his holidays, so to speak. Some men fancy race horses, or auto-

mobiles, or steam yachts; but he liked politics. He was one of the

most liberal campaign contributors in the State, and whether or not

he was himself a candidate, he gave freely in the interest of his party

at every election. He was a loyal soldier in the Democratic ranks, and

he alwa}"s followed the flag. As a business man his judgment was

sound and his conception clear. He could look far ahead and foretell

results. He mastered the lumber industry and had the details of it

at his fingers’ ends. In fact his success was phenomenal, and up to

the time of his final illness his mind was keen in the discussion of the

affairs of the big concern of which he was president.”

Honorable William Pinkney Whyte, for fifty years a leader in

the public life of ^Maryland, and himself a man of remarkable shrewd-

ness, said of Governor Jackson, that he was the keenest judge of,

or best reader of human nature that he had ever known.

One of the latter acts of his life was to decline in 1904, a unani-

mous nomination tendered him to represent the First Congressional

District in the Federal Congress.
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FRANKLIN BUCHANAN SMITH

ONE of the leading professional and business men of the city

of Frederick is Doctor Franklin Buchanan Smith, who was

born in that town on April 10, 1856; son of George and Mary
(Nixdorff) Smith. His father was a farmer and a real estate dealer.

He was a man of fine education, sound judgment and a most ca-

pable man in many directions. He served as Judge of the Orphans’

Court, and was prominent in the political life of the county. When
the old Frederick County Bank was organized, now more than

eighty years ago, he was one of the founders and charter members.

This particular family is of German origin, descended from one

of that splendid lot of German emigrants who came to Frederick

County in 1730 from the old country and founded Fredericktown.

John Schmid, the founder of the family, lived until 1785. His plan-

tation was called New Germany, the patent being signed by Thos.

Bladen, August 9, 1744. He left a son, George (June 12, 1776—Octo-

ber 26, 1832), who was the grandfather of Doctor Smith, his father

being the second George. This makes Doctor Smith in the fourth

generation from the American progenitor of the family.

On his maternal side, his descent is equally good—the family going

back to John George Nixdorff (born Schiefer,Silesia, Germany, Febru-

ary 22, 1700, and died September 22, 1785) who in 1730 came to Penn-

sylvania, married Miss Karns and settled with the Moravian colony

at Bethlehem. America has never possessed better citizens than

these Moravians. Samuel Nixdorff, son of John George, April 18,

1745—March 1, 1824, served throughout the Revolution in a Pennsyl-

vania command. He enlisted in Captain John Nelson’s Company of

Independent Riflemen, March 7, 1776, and served until the close of

the war. He married Barbara Medtard and after that war his son

Henry (born December 25, 1780—died May 4, 1859) became a pioneer

merchant and land owner of Frederick County, in which his father

had settled. In the war of 1812, Henry Nixdorff served as a soldier;

thus we see that the peace-loving old Moravian furnished a son and a

grandson to the armies of his adopted country. Mary, daughter of
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FRANKLIM BUCHANAN SMITH322

Henry Nixdorff married George Smith, the father of Doctor F. B.

Smith.

Doctor Smith had the advantages of an excellent education.

His rudimentary education was received under Miss Hallie Hanshew,

niece of Barbara Fritchie. He attended Frederick College, and then

went to Princeton University, where he was graduated in 1876. After

deciding to enter the medical profession, he took up his studies in

the medical department of the University of Pennsylvania and was

graduated in 1878, being one of the three prizemen of that year, i.e.,

that inAnatomy
;
and began the practice of his profession at Frederick in

that year, after being substitute resident physician for six months

at Blockley and Presbyterian Hospitals, Philadelphia. Since that

time, he has taken several post-graduate courses. Doctor Smith

promptly won recognition in his profession, and in a few years was

a leading physician. In 1886 he was very active and successful in

fighting the diphtheria epidemic. In that same year he was appointed

the first health officer of Frederick County—the epidemic of diph-

theria having taught the people the necessity—and he held that posi-

tion until 1895. From 1890 until 1898, he was attending physician

of Montevue Hospital, and through his efforts that institution was

changed from the almshouse to a hospital. For ten years he w'as a

member of the United States Pension Board for Frederick County.

From 1880 to 1883 he was local surgeon of the Pennsylvania Rail-

road. From 1890 up to date, he has been local surgeon of the Balti-

more and Ohio Railroad; and in 1909 was honored by election to the

position of president of the Association of Surgeons of the Baltimore

and Ohio Railroad. Since 1890, he has been a member of the Medical

and Chirurgical Faculty of Maryland; was vice-president of that

great professional body in 1903 and 1904, and is now serving as its

president. In 1898, he organized the Frederick County Medical

Society, and was its president from 1900 to 1903. It will be seen

from this record that Doctor Smith has won all the honors possible

in the medical profession. It may be added in this connection that

since 1892 he has been one of the State Board of Medical Examiners.

His business record, outside of his profession, has been marked

with a success equal to that won by him as a doctor. He developed

business capacity early in life, and has been active in everything cal-

culated to promote the interests of his native county and city. He
has been a promoter of an ice plant, a knitting mill, a bank, a packing
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house, brick works, and indeed every practical business enterprise

formulated in Frederick of later years. He served as manager of the

local telephone company which maintained an independent exist-

ence for years, but is now a part of the Bell system. He was one of

the organizers of the Washington, Frederick and Gettysburg Railway,

of which at the inception he was made treasurer, and later became its

president. For a number of years he served as vice-president of the

Farmers^ and Mechanics^ National Bank. He is now vice-president

of the Frederick Railroad, which is a union of all the Frederick County

electric railways, and the Washington, Frederick and Gettysburg

Railway (a steam railway). Amid all this diversity of interests,

indicating immense activity, he found time to write a history of the

medical profession in Frederick County.

He is affiliated with the IMasonic Fraternity, Odd Fellows, and

Elks. He is partial to automobiling as a recreation; and politically

affiliates with the Democratic party. Religiously, he attends the

Episcopal Church.

Doctor Smith is easily one of the leading men of his section of

Mar^dand, whether considered from a professional or business stand-

point. The most admirable feature of his character is his public

spirit which causes him to take hold of everything that will help

out, whether it is his own idea or somebody else’s. A Bachelor of

Arts and Master of Arts of Princeton University, a Doctor of Medi-

cine of the University of Pennsylvania, a constant student and reader

through life, he is a man of wide and varied attainments.

He has been twice married; first, to Miss Charlotte P. Dennis,

daughter of Colonel George R. Dennis of Frederick, whom he mar-

ried in 1879. Subsequent to her death, in 1892, he married Miss

Anne Graham Dennis, sister of his first wife. He has two children

living, having lost his son, Franklin Buchanan, Jr., in the twenty-third

year of his age on November 15, 1903, until then a medical student.



85?: yiUOi\UM

boltrj;^^ ’{19V0 bn» jk>hd ,»a£/od

^•lij io ’SOj^fiiUiti hrn'^ti oH .ain'^x wfjil 1o ;fanf;^binl at h^Uilumiol
a .trt.^hft’Xiobar jg&8^ boiniummai dotdvr xnaqrsTtxy ^nodqni^t ktiol

,if*\ ^fyo giiw :>H iioH »dt \o ticq a 'mam lol 30fi9

hajs ,iio^^d?yi7^ ’>ri'^ iq f$^:>xXinyK|i*)o

" nl ,'xsw^;v9iS ob^mW/oH nof,tiqs.tN^ti ckJvT l/i dtiulw lo!

bovi^a »d 2^B^)v: •x9d^*t5f#'«

'•‘itni>hfeiq;oofY;^^ si aH .^iAisE kinoijji>T

odt Jfa h rsoiau £ si doldvr .bjRoiJhJJ ibrnb^lf^ od) h
ivbftoim'^ ,,ao*;8fTf£f»isW &d:^ hiiA ohmh

hrv4k^m-yjh sidf IhibimA .(xBwfu'i nt^alsifj) / '{jswIi.eH

9/fj^,fo\sqt^'!d .0 alrr-r od ,rt^/i^ly. S0i.t^ajibiii

'V
.

‘

"

’

*'
‘.vti/xioD i‘)ii^b3i'?'-£ii rrom^Hmq' fdoibom

3ino«cM ad) tJJivr^>»JAi'jlte.ai,8H

y ;no(}*{«OTT e «« '^uilidomoJua oi hiUsq si aH" .eiiait‘.,'i
/.v. w*!.: ui ,yktJO)s!t«iI .’ijwq oijf!i3t>m.>a yrfr djiw

’.

. . .,

' .fioTi/dOkqcwaiqa'
V

^

. mm^ ml lo iXBiU ^unm^i tds 'io suo vliis/'*^ a d'>Lai3:i!oJyo<I >-
' :WMW^ lO'ljtiiJomyteq a mcrn bo7m.>bno»''mdbd’i!7‘tbcBi-^

>

‘
''' H s.A )o Mmi'afm isom ^i|T'

.

^cddrnrre hy h\od ot mrd Ihiqs
.cjb^o "y;;'od9.tiod ro aabi iiv/o eiii «i si I'dii^dw ^.'tiJ!o;y^,.,,;^Ji

^

;h
'

' bar. .tn->hu:ia janoo a . ainxiv h xik vrrlcdJ 9iil|o oaiD

(»ahiiv bxTa' 9biw lo a43ra#’ft/ f’d j.5fH d^uo^

y ' ‘,(
«^®toa‘v>G- •.‘/TohBdO ferJM oJ” ^br3h‘i4i'a aoiwj a^xad a;&d’,©Ui

'.
, y ‘jfi xiroiJw lo ^.ianud */I ajDitc>^0 HnoIoO

I

/f/"
bbIK Dmrtiat od ni^.diaob led ot .hi-japaada8 bbh

_ : yij^iblido owj esid sH .sir//* iiiB sid to Td' i^ ^siwi i(I wiidstO'^anA^ f

erfj nl ,.il jfliUTijiioaS fiildaBil ^!IOs aid laaf gnrrfid vgflr/'il !

-^flst>alfei jjisibsta iiodj lijfur ^8001 tadfrisvoK no »frf 1o t&&%



JOHN BAPTIST ADT

P
ROAIINENT in the business life of Baltimore at the present

time is John B. Adt, who owns and conducts a large ma-
chinery and supply business.

Mr. Adt belongs to that sturdy Teutonic stock which has written

itself so large upon the pages of history for a thousand years past.

It is that blood which through the Angles and Saxons made of Eng-

land what it is, and through England has made America what it is.

This is not all, in the past seventy-five years the mother country of

Germany has given to our country eight or ten millions of sturdy

immigrants who have been absorbed in our citizenship, and who
have contributed a value which cannot be computed to the material,

the spiritual, the artistic, and the governmental sides of our life.

Mr. Adt was born in Ensheim (Rhein-Bavaria) February 17,

1835; son of Johann and Elizabeth (Bauer) Adt. His father was a

manufacturer of papier-mache articles; had an excellent education,

as well as a technical one, showing much mechanical talent, and in

his native town served as councilman. A brother of his father was

also a very prominent manufacturer of papier-mache articles of world-

wide repute. Young Adt therefore ^me by his mechanical tastes

in the most legitimate way—by inheritance. He was a healthy boy

whose life was spent in a small town until he was fifteen years old,

attending school and performing the regular tasks which were allotted

to him by wise parents.

In 1860, young Adt came to Baltimore, and his life from that

time to 1873, was spent in getting the necessary business equipment

and accumulating some capital with which to make a venture on his

own account. In 1873, he established in his own name a machinery

business on a modest scale. In the machine shop, he manufactured

machinery for the manufacture of tobacco elevators, and other lines

of machinery, and possessed of considerable inventive talent, he has

taken out several patents on machinery of this character, which have

proven very profitable, resulting in installations in every country of

the world. A hard worker in his business, with a thorough knowledge
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of the same, it grew steadily, and he added to his machine shop a

builder's supply business, and in thirty-seven years of active busi-

ness, he has seen the small establishment of 1873 grow into the huge

concern which now occupies three large buildings in the city of Balti-

more. This of course means that he has made money; but this is

not all—^while making money, he has been making character, and now
ranks as one of the substantial men in the business world, and a thor-

oughly good citizen in all matters that pertain to the public welfare.

Politically, he belongs to that splendid class in whose hands lie

the destiny of our country. Independent in thought, and indepen-

dent in action, he wears no party collar; he votes his convictions,

seeking always to do that thing which will be best for the whole pub-

lic, regardless of its effect upon any mere temporary political organi-

zation.

Religiously, he was born in the Catholic communion; but he

is not at present affiliated with any church. He has been largely a

man of one work. He did not acquire his early education without

difficulty, he had to work for it, and that education has been a con-

tinuous one, for throughout life he has been a constant student of the

best technical works, and by reason of his vocation he has been able

to apply the theories found in books and work them out to results.

Mr. Adt holds membership in the German and Technological Clubs

and the German Society, all of Baltimore; and is a director in the

German Bank of Baltimore, and also in the German Fire Insurance

Company of Baltimore.

On October 12, 1862, Mr. Adt was married to Miss Sarah Raine,

daughter of William Raine; and of this marriage there are four chil-

dren: Albert William and Edwin B. (both connected with the father’s

business)
;
Eleanor (the wife of Professor Herbert W. Smyth of Har-

vard University); and Clara (married to Jean De Mot, of Brussels,

Belgium, Government archaeologist).

Mr. Adt belongs fairly to the most valuable class of our citizen-

ship, the producers. Broadly speaking, our entire population may
be divided into the producers and the distributors; for every consumer,

except the tramps and the useless sons of the rich, belongs to one of

these classes. The class of producers, the rnen who create wealth,

who directly out of the soil bring the products on which the people

are fed, or bring the raw material from which finished articles are

made, and the men who from the raw material make these finished
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articles, constitute the great original creators of wealth. In this line

of human effort, the man who does his work well is something more

than merely a good citizen, he is a nation builder and a nation maker;

and John B. Adt by thirty-seven years of faithful and successful

effort in this direction, during which he has added to the productiv-

ity of the country, fairly belongs to the class of “makers of America.''









JONATHAN KIRKBRIDE TAYLOR

J
ONATHAN K. TAYLOR of Baltimore, though now in his sev-

enty-third year, is still active in business as the General Agent

of the Provident Life and Trust Company of Philadelphia,

which position he has held since 1879, and in these thirty-one years

the Baltimore Agency has secured over thirty millions of insurance

for the Company.
Mr. Taylor’s long life has been one of great usefulness, both as

an educator and in the insurance field. He is a Virginian, born in

Loudon County, September 3, 1838. His parents were Jonathan

and Lydia '(Brown) Taylor, both of English descent, coming from

families originally settled in Pennsylvania, from which state they

moved to Virginia.

His father, born in 1797, was in his earlier years a teacher and

in later life a prominent farmer in Virginia up to the tim.e of his death

in 1846. His mother, born in 1803, survived her husband until 1878.

They were the parents of eight children—four sons and four daugh-

ters, namely William H. Taylor, T. Clarkson Taylor, Susanna C.

Taylor, B. Fenelon Taylor and Caroline Taylor, all deceased; Han-
nah B. Stabler of Montgomery County, Maryland, L. Alice Pancoast

of- Loudon County, Virginia, and the subject of this sketch. T.

Clarkson Taylor was a prominent educator in Wilmington, Delaware,

and an eminent minister in the Society of Friends.

In 1856, Mr. Taylor taught a public school near Port Penn,

Delaware, and two }^ears later at Smyrna, Delaware. He also assisted

his brother’s academy in Wilmington, Delaware. His school educa-

tion was completed at Allen’s Normal School in West Chester, Penn-

sylvania, in 1861.

That year he established the Chester Valley Academy at Coates-

ville, Pennsylvania, of which he was both principal and proprietor.

That he had a remarkable capacity as a teacher is demonstrated by

the history of this school. He started with eleven scholars. At the

end of six years, there developed such a serious weakness in his sight

that he was compelled to give up his school and at that time there
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were enrolled one hundred and twenty-five students, representing

seven states. The school had in these brief years become a most
popular institution.

The next two years were spent in mercantile pursuits in Ham-
ilton, Loudon County, Virginia. This rest having improved his

eyes somewhat and being very much wedded to teaching, he estab-

lished the Loudon County Academy, a co-educational institution.

A flourishing school was soon built up and in the latter years of his

connection, he added the normal idea for the training of teachers

and the name was changed to the Virginia Normal Institute.

In 1873, there came a call to a larger field which could not be

set aside. His brother, T. Clarkson Taylor, had established a flour-

ishing school in Wilmington, Delaware, known as the “Taylor and

Jackson Academy, ’’ located on the corner of Eighth and Wollaston

Streets. On the death of his brother, Mr. Taylor purchased the

school buildings and established a high-grade school for both sexes

and called it the Taylor Academy. He opened his first session Sep-

tember 7, 1874, and his reputation as a teacher was then so well

established that immediate success followed his connection with the

school. But again the old trouble overtook him and vdthin a few

years his eyesight was so impaired that he sold the property to the

city of Wfilmington and retired permanently from teaching.

Possessed of strong v.dll, great energy and fine business quali-

fications, Mr. Taylor made a business connection with the Pro\d-

dent Life and Trust Company of Philadelphia and on January 1,

1878, became a special agent of that company in Wilmington. He
was successful from the start and in less than two years, to be exact,

on November 6, 1879, in partnership T\fith Mr. Elisha H. Walker,

they opened an office in Baltimore as General Agents of the Company
for Maryland, Delaware and the District of Columbia. On the com-

pletion of the Fidelity Building at the corner of Charles and Lexing-

ton Streets, May 1, 1894, they occupied a suite of rooms which have

since been Mr. Taylor’s business quarters, Mr. W^alker ha\dng retired

from the firm several years ago on account of impaired health.

On July 15, 1863, Mr. Taylor was married to Emma L. Pyle,

daughter of Joseph and Mary (Cloud) Pyle of Chester Count}", Penn-

sylvania. Both he and his wife are active members of the Society of

Friends, Park Avenue, Baltimore. Mr. Taylor has been chairman

of the Board of Trustees for eighteen years and chairman of the

School Committee for twenty-one years.
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While a resident of the town of Hamilton, Virginia, he served

as postmaster during two administrations and this covers the extent

of his public office holding. During the war he was a Union man,

and in 1869, in the first election after the war, Mr. Taylor and Spencer

E. Coe were nominated by the Republican party for the State Senate,

their opponents being Edgar A. Snowden and Thomas E. Taylor.

The candidates canvassed the district in joint discussion and Mr.

Taylor was defeated by a small majority, though he ran far ahead of

his ticket.

He has traveled extensively in Europe and was a member of

the New York editorial party, sent out to the Pacific slope by the

railroads, July 4, 1875, to describe the country traversed by the var-

ious lines. He has been a popular lecturer on his travels, natural

science and temperance.

He is now a member of the Headquarters Committee and Vice-

President of the Anti-Saloon League of Maryland and President of

the Maryland State Temperance Alliance of Baltimore City.

At the convention held in Baltimore on May 26-27, 1896, in the

annual report of President Henry Branch, D.D., he makes the fol-

lowing reference to Mr. Taylor:

“The purchase of permanent headquarters, itself the dream of

a vivid imagination, became the settled purpose of one of the most

untiring, as he is one of the most intelligent of our consecrated work-

ers and the story will be told to you by the man whose clear head

and generous heart, have heretofore so largely shaped the destiny

of this body and whose loyalty with unswerving devotion has been a

tower of defense to this cause. For wisdom in counsel, skill in manage-
ment and patient continuance in well-doing. Professor J. K. Taylor

excites our highest admiration and should receive our most grateful

recognition.”

The keynote of the life of Jonathan K. Taylor has been fidelity,

industry and usefulness to his fellow-man. Measured by the yard-

stick of usefulness, his life has been an immense success.
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DANIEL BOONE LLOYD

Daniel BOONE LLOYD, who makes his home on Buena i

Vista Farm, near Glenndale, in Prince George’s County, '

and who for many years has been an official reporter of I .

the United States Senate, is a native of Maryland, born on “Snow- f
’

den’s Addition Farm,” in Anne Arundel County, July 4, 1860. His
^

parents were Augustus and Sarah A. (Middleton) Lloyd, whose only
|

other child was Mary Almira Lloyd. His father was a farmer—an I

industrious and useful man. According to the family tradition this r

branch of the Lloyd family was founded in Maryland by Mention I

JLloyd, who originally came from London, England, to Virginia and
|

thence to Charles County, Maryland, and married a widow, Mrs. ‘

\

Boone. Their children were Thomas, Mention, William, Frank,

Joseph Manning and Zachariah. Joseph Manning Lloyd married

Calista Stewart, youngest daughter of Francis Stewart, son of

Reuben Stewart. Joseph Manning Lloyd moved from Charles County

to Anne Arundel County about 1855, and Augustus Lloyd, the father

of Daniel Boone Lloyd, was one of his sons. Mention Lloyd, though

dying when but forty, had acquired two large estates picturesquely

located on the Potomac in Charles County—“Banks of the Dee”
and “Milton Hill,” on portions of which some of his descendants

still reside. Zachariah Lloyd was also a large land and slave-

owner, and Joseph Manning Lloyd was at one time the owner of a

large number of slaves, whom he worked in his occupation of tobacco

planter. The Lloyd family originally came from Wales, where it is

still prominent and numerous.

Mr. Lloyd had a healthy boyhood, passed on the farm. He
attended the Laurel public school from the age of eight up to thir-

teen, and this completed his schooling. From thirteen to seventeen,

he assisted his father in farm w'ork. The boy had a natural bent to-

wards stenography; and in the intervals of farm labor having acquired

some proficiency in its practice, in 1877, he became a shorthand aman-

uensis in the office of D. F. IMurphy, then official reporter of the

United States Senate. In July, 1881, during the recess of Congress,
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DANIEL BOONE LLOYD ^337

be went to Atlanta, Georgia, for six months to assist Sam W. Small

(“Old Si^’) as a shorthand writer, acting as secretary to H. I. Kim-

ball, Director-General of the International Cotton Exposition held

in Atlanta in that year, as reporter and editor of the “Official Expo-

sition Gazette,” and doing miscellaneous reporting for the “Post

Appeal” and other papers. In August, 1882, he was appointed sten-

ographer in the office of W. B. Thompson, General Superintendent

of the Railway Mail Service of the Post Office Department; and on

June 1, 1883, was transferred at his own request to the office of H. J.

McKusick, Division Superintendent of the Railway Mail Service at

San Francisco, California, acting as Mr. McKusick’s Private Secre-

tary. In November, 1883, he resigned that position to resume his

work in Washington, where he had previously been made a member
of the corps of official reporters of the Senate. He served under D.

F. Murphy in that position until Mr, Murphy’s death in 1896.

In the nieantime, in 1889, he had served for a time as clerk of

the United States Senate Committee on Contingent Expenses during

the recess of Congress; and in 1895, he acted as an assistant to Messrs.

Edward V. Murphy and Theodore F. Shuey when they reported the

Triennial Episcopal Convention for the “Churchman” during the

sessions of the convention at Minneapolis in October, 1895. Upon
the death of D. F. Murphy in 1896, Theodore F. Shuey and Edw'ard

V. Murphy were unanimously elected official reporters of the United

States Senate, and they retained Mr. Lloyd as a member of the

Senate corps, which position he now holds. He has acquired during

these years a farm of 230 acres in Prince George’s County, known as

“Buena Vista Farm,” located in the “The Forest;” and since 1889,

he has there carried on actively the operations of a tobacco planter

in addition to his official duties in Washington. He has traveled

extensively in the United States and during 1895 and 1896 in Europe.

His political affiliation through life has been with the Democratic

party since the day wffien he cast his first vote for Grover Cleveland

oh his first nomination. Though connected with no religious denom-
ination, he is a firm believer in Christianity as taught by the IMaster.

On September 12, 1900, Mr. Lloyd was married to ^liss Anna
Belle Gray. They have tw’o children, Daniel B. Lloyd, Jr., and
Anna Belle Diantha Lloyd.

He finds his relaxation in shooting and fishing; and in the neigh-

borhood where he lives he has tried to make himself useful in the
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338 DANIEL BOONE LLOYD

discharge of civic duty and by contributing to the betterment of tin.-

community. He is an omnivorous reader; and has a large collection

of books. It follows that he is a man of most extensive information.

Mr. Lloyd figures that in so far as he has failed to accompli^ii

results in life, such failure is attributable to a tendency to attempt

too many things at once—to scatter, as it were, instead of concentrat-

ing upon one thing, which is a necessity for obtaining the largest

measure of. success. This is undoubtedly true, but it is also true

that the men who “scatter” or who are versatile, are much more

delightful companions and contribute much more to the pleasure of

their fellow citizens than do the men who concentrate.

His motto in life is, “Do right;” and as every man has a con-

science which tells him where the line between right and wrong should

be drawn, his brief and comprehensive motto has its merits. In

looking back over the influences which have shaped his career, 2slr.

Lloyd is assured that the most potent one was that of his mother,

who early instilled in him a desire to accomplish something—a laud-

able ambition to do good work; and he gladly acknowledges that to

her, more than to all other causes, he owes that measure of success

which he has won.
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JAMES YOUNG

J
AMES YOUNG, one of the prominent figures in the- present

day life of the city of Baltimore, belongs to a family of Eng-

lish origin, identified with Maryland since its very earliest

period, for we find in the old records as far back as 1665, the vnll of

Richard Young, of “The Clifts.” In the same year his brother Wil-

liam appears; and Nicholas, who was the administrator of Thomas
Kent; and James, who was a witness to the will of Bulmer Mitford.

Among the earlier Youngs appear Charles, George, Lawrence and

Thomas. As families go in America therefore, the branch of the

Young family to which the present Mi*. James Young belongs is one

of the oldest. His parents were James and Eleanor (Parks) Young.

The elder James Young was a printer and publisher, and a very no-

table man in his day. He served as President of the First Branch of

the City Council for six years; was for a long time acting Mayor, and

declined the nomination for the office of Mayor—which at that time

was equivalent to an election—in favor of Mr. Chapman. He was

a gracious, genial gentleman; a pronounced peace-maker; always

avoided dissension; gave strict attention to his business and was

most pronounced in his opposition to intemperance. He held the

office of Police Commissioner in those strenuous days when Governor

Swan removed Alessrs. Hinds and Wood.
The mother of Mr. James Young, the subject of our sketch,

died when he was quite young; but he was fortunate in his step-

mother, who prior to her marriage to his father was Miss Elizabeth

Stretch. She exercised a most excellent influence over the 3'oung

and mischievous boy, and exacted from him a promise to refrain

from undue indulgence in intoxicating liquors, a promise which Mr.

Young has faithfully kept. Among his boyhood traits was a fond-

ness for trading; he was disposed to pranks of mischief, but at the

same time a lofty military aspiration was one of his ideals. His father,

a strong, thoroughly well educated man, gave the boy every advan-

tage in the way of schooling, and the son admits that the chief draw-

back was his own disinclination to apply himself to his studie.s.
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JAMES YOUNG^ 342

Practically, Mr. Young’s entire life has been spent in the city of

Baltimore. From the age of nine to eleven, however, the years were

passed in Manchester, Maryland, where he attended Irving College,

and afterward became a student at private schools in Baltimore. In

the meantime, Mr. Young applied himself to his father’s occupation,

the art of printing, for which he displayed a marked aptitude. He
began as a ‘devil’ in his father’s printing office, and did every form

of manual labor connected with the office, from cleaning-up to feed-

ing the press. Looking back over that period of his life Mr. Young
can see the immense value of the experience gained. He believes it

to be good discipline for any boy to begin at the bottom of the ladder

whatever he proposes his calling to be.

As he matured his ideas of life continued to improve. At the

age of twenty-one he was married to Miss Sara Waite Gorsuch,

herself a descendent of several of the best families of the State.

Her father was the late Thomas J. Gorsuch, who was of English
' descent in a direct line from the union of Rev. John Gorsuch, rector

of the Church of England; and Lady Anne Lovelace, daughter of Sir

William Lovelace, Knight of Kent, England. Her mother was before

marriage, Miss Sara J. Waite, whose ancestral tree was also English,

and the late Chief Justice Waite was a member of the same family.

Two of the three children born of this marriage, James, the Third,

and Thomas Gorsuch Young, are still living and prosperous in their

professions; James prominent in the histrionic art, and Thomas G.

in the modern business pertaining to automobile supplies. The love

of home and of each other was founded early in this family, and has

ever been the foremost inspiration to JMr. Young’s success in life.

At school he acquired methodical and orderly habits; in the compan-

ionship of his sisters, refinement; and from association w'ith the best

of his fellows, business methods and the value of business integrity.

So, he was well equipped in every way when he succeeded to his

father’s business. In order to keep pace with the times his business

acumen prompted him as to the wise thing to do; so he put in new
machinery and made the old office a thoroughly up-to-date plant

which expanded rapidly. Within a short time he was executing the

press work of twenty-eight publications.

Fate fulfilled one of his most ardent military ambitions. For

seven years he served as First Lieutenant of Company B, in the

famous Fifth Regiment of the Maryland National Guard, one of
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the crack regiments of the United States, and commanded his Com-
pany during the various encampments while he was a member.

Although offered the honor several times, he declined to become the

captain.

Although modest and somewhat retiring Mr. Young has by force

of his personal and business qualities become one of the strong men
of Maryland. He is, and has been, secretary of the Maryland Insti-

tute Schools of Ajt and Design, for some years; an Institution that

has at present over 1600 students and which has graduated men and

women who have attained world wide fame in the Fine Arts and in

Architectural and Mechanical skill. He is President of Oak Lawn
Cemetery, one of the best enterprises local to the city and State.

He is also President of the “Democratic Telegram,” a paper estab-

lished fifty years ago by J. Cloud Norris, and in the management of

which he has associated with him a number of the most prominent

and influential citizens of the city. In 1896 he supervised the build-

ing of theBaltimore, Middle River and Sparrows Point Railroad, and

served as President of the Company for a number of years.

In politics he is a Democrat of the strictest kind, recognizing

in his political principles neither variableness nor shadow of turning.

In 1882 he represented his district in the General Assembly; from

1904 to 1906 he was State Senator from the First District, ran ahead of

his ticket and served on all the important Committees., Not himself

a seeker after office he has been a power to depend on in his party

and has contributed to the preferment of many of the leaders. At
the earnest insistence of the Democratic organization Mr. Young in

1910 became one of four candidates for the Congressional nomina-

tion of the Third District. But the organization, for some reason

unknowm, but which has been surmised, shifted its support to an

opponent and Mr. Young w^as defeated by less than 200 majority.

James Young is a strong fraternalist, holding membership in

the Masons—thirty-second degree; Odd Fellow’s; Shield of Honor;.

Knights of Pythias; Red Men; Heptasophs, Eagles and many others.

He is connected with about forty-six various Institutions and Associa-

tions. He has written and revised some of the Rituals of the re-

spective Orders, and has held the highest positions within their

gift. In organizations of a charitable or benevolent character,.

Mr. Young has given his services wdthout monetary compensation.

It has pleased him to give time, attention and labor from a purely
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unselfish standpoint for the benefit and success of a good institution I

and for the welfare of unfortunate mankind. I

In the life of James Young can readily be found the example !

for the rising generation. To his mind the young man who aims .

toward true success should cultivate quickness of decision, method-
|

ical habits, determination and honesty of purpose. He lays stress on |

honesty and good faith, advising young men above all to avoid decep-
|

tion in matters small or great. His father laid for him a good foun- I

dation and he has builded wisely and well, ever eager and anxious
|

to pass along to men of the T’wentieth Century the fruits of his train-
|

ing. He stands before his people with a long and honorable career

of useful citizenship. No man could desire more.

I









JAMES ALEXANDER CHESLEY BOND

J
UDGE JAJMES A. C. BOND of Westminster, one of the best

known lawyers of Maryland, is a native of the State, born in

Calvert County, on September 3, 1844; son of James Alexander

and Sarah Elizabeth Chesley (fiance) Bond.

James A. Bond was a planter, who graduated from Kenyon Col-

lege in the same class with Edwin M. Stanton, John B. Minor and

David Davis—two of whom were among the great and good men
of their generation, and one among the great and bad men. James

A. Bond was one of the strong men of Southern Maryland, a schol-

arly man who spent his life among his books, valuing chiefly those

rich old volumes which antedated the time of George IV. He lived

according to the old Southern IMaryland ideas and practices, and

hospitality was a virtue in his home. He had in an unlimited degree

the confidence of the people of his county, whom he served in pub-

lic positions frequently, and often against his will, never having been

defeated as a candidate for office. He filled the place of county

commissioner; judge of the Orphan's Court; member of the House of

Delegates, and Senator from Calvert County. He w^as particularly

noted for his courageous devotion to duty and implacable hatred

to all forms of dishonesty, deceit and sham. He was a leading mem-
ber of the Protestant Episcopal Church, with which Judge Bond is

also affiliated.

This family of Bonds is descended from Doctor Thomas Bond,

the immigrant, one of whose sons, Richard, married Elizabeth

Chew in 1702, at the Quaker Meeting House on WVst River, Anne
Arundel County, Maryland. Doctors Thomas and Phineas Bond,

sons of the Richard who married Elizabeth Chew, moved to Phila-

delphia in 1734 and 1738 respectively, and became famous physi-

cians. Doctor John Bond, the great-grandfather of Judge Bond,

was a surgeon of the Pennsylvania troops in 1758, during the French

and Indian War. There seem to have been two distinct families of

Bonds in the earlier Colonial period, one of which was founded by

Colonel William Bond, who settled in Watertown, Massachusetts,
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in 1649; then the Bond family of Maryland and Pennsylvania, so

equally divided between the two States that it is hard to say to

which State it belongs. This family probably goes back to 1660 in

America. A brother of Judge Bond is Doctor Young H. Bond of

St. Louis, one of the distinguished physicians of the middle West
and dean of the jMedical Department of St. Louis Univeristy. In

the last generation, two prominent members of the American Bond
family were Judge Hugh L. Bond, an eminent lawyer and judge;

and the Reverend Thomas E. Bond, a prominent Methodist min-

ister. Hugh L. Bond, Junior, son of Judge Hugh L. Bond, is one of

the prominent lawyers of the country, and now occupies the posi-

tion of General Counsel of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad System,

which position he has held for many years.

In the generation back of that, appears the figure of Shadrach

. Bond, first governor of the State of Illinois, who was a native of

Maryland and evidently belonged to this same family.

Judge Bond, referring to his early life, says that his mother’s

influence w^as “the best in the world in every way upon her sons.”

His boyhood was passed in the country, where he had access to his

father’s excellent library and there acquired the excellent taste for

reading which has abided with him through life. He says history

was his aptitude if he had any. Again speaking of that period of his

life, he says he “lived on slave labor and enjoyed it, until suddenly

wakened up.” He entered the famous old Charlotte Hall Academy
in St. Mary’s County, and was graduated in 1863. He then entered

the sophomore class of Princeton College and won his A.B. degree

in 1866. Having elected to enter the legal profession, he read law

under James T. Briscoe, afterwards Secretary of State, and William

Meade Addison, United States District Attorney, and was admitted

to the bar in Baltimore City in 1867.

Southern Maryland was left in a deplorable condition after the

war. The majority of the people were black, and there was thrust into

the body politic a great mass of ignorant, enfranchised blacks.

Though then a young man of twenty-three, Judge Bond appreci-

ated the conditions. Speaking of his decision at that time, he writes:

“When slavery left Southern Alaryland, I left too and determined

not to be submerged.” He therefore settled in Westminster, where

he has been a practicing attorney ever since, and for many years a

recognized leader of the bar.
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In 1872, Judge Bond was married to Miss Seiena W. Fiddis, a

niece of Robert Clinton Wright of Baltimore. There have been born

to them three children. Of these, a sou and daughter are living, and

a married daughter has passed away.

In politics, Judge Bend would be classed as an “Independent.”

A Democrat up to the time the currency issue became acute, he left

the Democratic party on the money question. He has personally

never been a seeker after public ofhee, as the demands of a large

and lucrative practice have left him no time to indulge in political

activity, even if he had the desire. On May 1, 1890, without his

solicitation or suggestion, he was appointed Associate Judge of the

Fifth Judicial Circuit, and held the position until the autumn of

1891. He resumed his practice then, and on September 14, 1899,

was appointed Chief Judge of the Fifth Judicial Circuit by Governor

Lowndes, and was immediately thereafter nominated by the Repub-
lican party as their candidate for the position, but was defeated at

the following general election. While on the bench he acted with

rigid impartiality and unvarying fidelity to duty. It is worthy of

note that at the time of his appointment to this position, it involved

a very great sacrifice for him to accept it, and he took it only from a

sense of duty. It is also worthy of note that his appointment was

universally approved by lawyers of all political parties and by his

colleagues on the bench. In 1904, Judge Bond was elected presi-

dent of the Maryland State Bar Association. He has for long years

been affiliated with the Masonic fraternity.

Judge Bond is now division counsel for the State of IMaryland

for the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad. He is vice-president of the

Farmers and Mechanics Bank at Westminster. Outside of his pro-

fessional and business pursuits, he is greatly interested in the work
of the Academy of Political Science and the Maryland Historical

Society, in both of which he is a valued member and docs a good

deal of work for these societies along the lines of political economy.

To attain success, he believes that one should “follow nothing

except it be warranted by close and painstaking reason, the only

guide.”

The Bond family of i\Iar>dand has been an unusually strong

one, and the name is one of the most ancient of our English nomen-

clature. Baring-Oould, in his work upon the origin of English names,

says that it originated among the Norsemen, where the “bonder”
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was a freeholder, and next in position to the Earl (or jarl). When
Harold Fairhair determined to introduce the feudal tenure of lands

into Norway, a great exodus of these ‘‘bonders’^ took place to Ice-

land and Faroe Isles. It is probable that some of them drifted to

the Orkneys, and possibly Northumberland, England, where we
find the name “Bonder’’ shortened into Bond, and used at a little

later period by the Danes and Northmen of Northumbria and East

Anglia. In the Domesday Book, Freemen, Franklyns and Bonders

were all included under the heading ‘‘Liberi.” If this derivation is

correct, (and there is no good reason to doubt it), this family name
goes back to the year 900.
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. ALFRED ROBERT LOUIS DOHME

Doctor a. R. L. DOHME, of Baltimore, though yet a com-

paratively young man, is one of the most distinguished

chemists of our country. He is a native of Baltimore,

born on February 15, 1867, son of Charles E. and Ida (Schulz)

Dohme. His father was one of the founders of the great house of

Sharp and Dohme, manufacturing chemists, which has built up a

trade and reputation not only co-extensive with our own country,

but well known in other parts of the world. The elder Dohme was
something more than an able business man and good chemist. He
was a man of domestic tastes, a constant reader and student, and

very-generous to his fellows. He was born in Germany, came to

America in 1852 and settled in Baltimore. He rose to great eminence

as a manufacturing chemist, served as president of the Maryland

College of Pharmacy, chairman of the board of trustees of the United

States Pharmacopoeia, and president of the American Pharma-

ceutical Association. One of Doctor Dohme’s relatives, Robert

Dohme, of Berlin, Germany, was eminent in that country in artistic

and literary circles, being the author of numerous works on art, and

served as Librarian for the Emperors William I, Frederick and

William II, until his death.

Doctor Dohme’s early years were spent in Baltimore. Like ail

healthy boys, he was fond of sport; but even in those years he devel-

oped a taste for books. He inherited his father’s domestic tastes,

and the love of home has been a passion with him through life. He
attended the Friends’ School, and then entered Johns Hopkins

University, from which he was graduated in 1886, with the degree

of Bachelor of Arts, and in 1889 with the degree of Doctor of Phil-

osophy. In working for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy, he took

up especially the sciences of chemistry, mineralogy, geology and

physics. But he was not content. Pie had .made up his mind to

master all the knowledge of the schools and equip himself thoroughly

for his work in life; so upon his final graduation from Johns Hopkins

in 1889, he went to Germany. He studied under voir Hofman in the
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University of Berlin; took up practical work in the laboratory of

Fresenius, at Wiesbaden, and the University of Strasburg.

Returning from Germany in 1891, he entered the laboratory' of

the establishment of Sharp and Dohme as an analytical chemist.

Knowing that in the ordinary course of events he would succeed to

the management of a business already one of the largest in the

country, he resolved to become a thorough master of it, and having

the scientific foundation, commenced at the bottom. He did not

spare himself, and did not shirk even manual labor. He filled first

one position and then another, until he had been in turn superin-

tendent of every department of the factory, then assistant general

superintendent, then general superintendent, then vice-president

and general manager of the factory. It may fairly be claimed for

Doctor Dohme, that he has won his position in the business by hard,

faithful and capable labor.

In 1901 he was chosen Instructor in Pharmacy in Johns Hopkins

University. His scientific attainments have won him recognition

in many directions. He has been president of the Maryland Phar-

maceutical Association and chairman of the Scientific Section of the

American Pharmaceutical Association, and secretary of the com-

mittee for the revision of the Pharmacopeia of the United States.

He holds membership in the American Chemical Society, the German
Chemical Society, the British Society of Chemical Industry, and the

French Chemical Society. He has invented numerous machines

and processes applicable to the business in which he is engaged.

Notwithstanding the active and laborious life which he has led

in connection with his other work, he has found time to render much
valuable service as a citizen. He was one of the founders and first

vice-president of the Dime Savings Bank, and a member of the

executive committee of the Merchants’ and Manufacturers’ Associa-

tion. He was one of the committee to collect funds for the erection

of the Music Hall (the Lyric), and of that committee which collected

a million dollar endowment fund for Johns Hopkins University.

Interested from childhood in music, he has always attended and been

enthusiastic about musical affairs all over the world. This has

manifested itself particularly in the last two years in an active effort

to secure and retain grand opera for Baltimore. He is a great believer

in the educational and uplifting effect of Grand Opera and hence in

Grand Opera at popular prices for the masses. A Republican in his
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political affiliations, be is not a hidebound partisan, and is an active

member of the Reform League. As a member of the Reform League,

he served as one of the watchers at the polls in the critical election

of 1895, when the reform movement in Maryland triumphed over

the machine. He is a strong believer in government by commission

for cities and states and in the initiative and referendum. He belongs

to the Beta Theta Pi college fraternity, and is a member of the

Protestant Episcopal Church.

He was married on February 15, 1893, to Miss Emma D. Blumner,

daughter of George and Dorothy Blumner, of Baltimore. Of his

marriage six children were born, ail of whom are living. iVfter fifteen

years of happy married life, his wife passed away on January 25,

1908 of an attack of typhoid fever. On November 22, 1909, he

married Miss Paula Carl, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Alvin Carl of

Jamaica Plain, Boston, Mass.

Though his tastes run distinctly in the direction of domestic life.

Doctor Dohme is too prominent in the life of the city to escape a

certain connection with social affairs, and he holds membership in

the University, Johns Hopkins, Baltimore Country and Baltimore

Athletic Clubs.

He has a delightful home at Chestnut Wood, in Roland Park,

one of the most beautiful suburbs of the city. He finds recreation

in horseback riding, bowling, motoring, golf, swimming and tennis.

During his university life he was a constant attendant in the gym-
nasium. Since his business life began he has followed a systematic

course of healthful exercise. Thus he rides horseback for four

mornings in the week, at six o’clock. On Saturday and Sunday
afternoons, he plays golf. In the winter about three evenings in

each wTek he bowis for an hour or two. He has thus kept himself

in prime physical condition.

Doctor Dohme takes a keen interest in everything that affects

the general welfare, but like the wise man that he is, realizes that

the strength of our country lies in a clean, healthful family life.

His view^s are so clearcut and so w’ell expressed, that this brief sketch

of a useful man can be concluded in no better w'ay than by quoting

his own remarks in connection with the request for his advice to

young men starting life. He says: “Cultivate the cordial friendship

of young men of character and family in early life, and try to deserve

to retain it through life. A man with many friends of the right kind
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is almost always an all-around success. If you have a family, help

them to accomplish this succcssfuil3^, and next to a good education

and a Christian home, it is their best asset in life. Fathers should

make companions of their children through life, show them the

lower side of life and warn them of its temptations, that they may
weather its storms successfully. Make their homes attractive and

happy. Young men should not be satisfied vdth less than the top

rung of the ladder in their profession. Contact 'with the leaders in

any line helps wonderfully, and no man ever truly succeeded who
did not w^ork hard and was not scrupulously honest and sincere.”





JOHN BANISTER TABB

The late Father John Banister Tabb, poet and Roman Catholic

Priest, was born on the family homestead known as “The
Forest,’’ in Amelia County, Virginia, on March 22, 1845,

son of Thomas Yelverton and Marianna Bertrand (Archer) Tabb.

He was a grandson of Yelverton and Mary (Peachey) Tabb, and of

John Randall and Frances (Cook) Archer, and great grandson on

both sides of Thomas Tabb, of Clay Hill, who moved from Gloucester

County to Amelia County, Virginia.

Father Tabb was educated by private tutors until 1861, when he

became a clerk to Captain John E. Wilkinson, of the Confederate

States Navy, and went abroad for the Robert E. Lee, which had been

purchased by the Confederacy to carry medicines and other supplies

from Bermuda and Nassau to Wilmington, North Carolina. VTiile

sailing from Bermuda in the Siren in 1864, the machiner}^ gave out,

and the vessel was picked up by the Keystone State, and Tabb was
confined until February, 1865, in Point Lookout prison.

Later he went to Baltimore, Maryland, to study music, and
from a musical student became a teacher of English in the St. Paul’s

Parish School until 1869, and then went to Racine College, ^Michigan,

in the same capacity, where he remained until 1872.

In September, 1872, he entered the communion of the Roman
Catholic Church, and became a theological student in St. Charles

College at Ellicott City, Maryland, from 1872 to 1874. In 1875 he

became an instructor in English in St. Charles College. He occupied

die same position from 1878 to 1882, was ordained a priest of the

church in 1884, and in 1886 resumed his teaching in St. Charles Col-

lege, where the remaining years of his life were spent.

Though a priest of the church, his active work was spent in the

school room. A sweet-spirited man of poetical temperament, he

naturally turned to authorship. A finished teacher of English, he

hecame the author of a work knowm as “Rulesof English Grammar.”
Aside from this, all of his writings were of a poetical character. His

poems were printed in many periodicals and collected into several
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volumes. In 1893 appeared Ac. Octave to Mary;” in 1895, a work

entitled “Poems;” in 1887, another entitled “Lyrics;” in 1892, hi'

work entitled “Child Verse; Poems Grave and Gay;” in 1900 ap-

peared “Two Lyrics,” and in 1902 appeared “Later Lyrics.”

Mr. 'William Archer in bis “Poets of the Younger Generation,
''

speaks of Father Tabb as “ a clearcut, cameo-iike poetic individuality/’

calls him. “an epigramist rather than a lyris.t/’ and adds: “Hi-

exquisitely measured speech neither makes its own music nor ask.'

to be upborne on the wings of melody. The mainsprings of hi-

inspiration are three: Nature (and in especial birds and flowers .

devotional sentiment, sincere though fanciful; personal sentiment:

which finds discreet, unimpassioned, one might say attenuated utter-

ance. He owes some of his happiest inspirations to a biending of

devotional feeling with a tender worship of the minor miracles of

nature.” Mr. Archer speaks of Father Tabb’s remarkable gift of

compassion, and remarks that “though there is nothing cloistral in

his spirit, which has a wide enough outlook on nature and man,

yet the patient minuteness of his work is not without a monkish

quality.”

The words of the critic may be true from an artistic standpoint.

Of that the layman cannot always judge. But the layman, on thi

other hand, knows what touches his own heart, and judged by that

standard Father Tabb was a poet of no small merit. His kindiy

spirit, acted upon by a strongly devotional nature, enabled him to

form sentiments which reached the hearts of men; and after ail i"

said, that is the highest test of merit.

Father Tabb died on November 19, 1909.
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ORLANDO HARRISON

S
OME wise philosopher said he was a public benefactor who
made two blades of grass to grow where one grew before.

This has been accepted as a truism, because it represents a

great idea—meaning not literally; of course, what it says, but that

he is a benefactor who increases the productiveness of the country.

When we find, therefore, a man who by his labors has built up a

business which contributes to the beauty and the productiveness

of thousands of homes each year, certainly that man can claim to be

in a very large measure a public benefactor. Such a man is Orlando

Harrison, of the great nursery firm of J. G. Harrison and Sons, at

Berlin, Md.
Mr. Harrison was born in Roxana, Delaware, on January 27,

1867. His parents were Joseph G. and Katherine (Collins) Har-

rison. The father and son were among the early nurserymen of the

Eastern Shore, starting by planting less than one acre in nursery

stock, and the business which they founded now covers anestateof

over four thousand acres of land, of which two thousand acres is

cultivated, and which constitutes one of the largest nursery plants

in all America. These nurseries now embrace over six million

peach trees, five million apple trees, ten million strawberry plants,

one-half million California privet plants, one-half million evergreens,

one-fourth million pear trees, and thousands of other plants. They
can well claim to have one of the largest establishments on the

continent.

Joseph G. Harrison was a man of prominence in his community,

and served as Sheriff of Worcester county. In addition to his

nursery business, he was a fruit grower for the market.

This family is descended from Thomas Harrison, who settled

at Selbyville, Del., in 1767. Harrison is an old English name, and
the family has made a great record in our country having contributed

one signer to the Declaration of Independence and two Presidents

to the United States.
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Orlando Harrison was reared in the country, and may be said

to have literallygrown up in the business which has been his life work.

He early developed a taste for it, and early formed the determination

to be a great fruit grower and nurseryman. He obtained his school-

ing at the local public schools at Roxana, Delaware, and the Berlin

High School, then went to work on his father’s farm. He has never

been a reader of books in a large way. He has carefully read horti-

cultural papers and literature bearing upon hiswork. But by hard,

practical work; by constant and intelligent experiment; by consult-

ing the experience of others, Mr. Harrison has succeeded in a most

phenomenal way. The Easterm Shore of Maryland is peculiarly

adapted to the growing of fruit trees, vegetables and shade trees.

The soil and climate are favorable beyond that of most of our country,

and Mr. Harrison has taken advantage of this to create a business

which now employs two hundred and fifty men and women, scores

of horses and mules, covering two thousand acres of land, and buds

every summer millions of fruit trees. Not content with this great

success in the line of growing fruit trees, he has turned his attention

to the growfing of ornamental trees, shrubs and plants, and has

achieved a similar measure of success in that direction.

His code of life has been strict attention to business, honest

treatment of everybody, promptness in business dealings, courtesy

to all, a rigid integrity, and that measure of carefulness which leads

him never to commit himself to anything beyond his ability to carry

out. The experimental wmrk of the Harrison Nurseries is quite

as valuable as that of an ordinary State Experiment farm. The

closest attention is paid to the Habits of scores of varieties of trees.

Many new varieties are introduced, but only after long experiment

and thorough testing, so that when recommended to the patrons of

the nursery they may be assured that they have got something of

value. In addition to this, they give the results of their experiments

and their knowledge to the public. What they learn in their business

is not hidden, but is judiciously given out for the benefit of all.

Mr. Harrison’s work has led to his recognition in many ways.

He has served ten years as Mayor of his town, and during his admin-

istration there has been installed a water and electric light plant,

now in successful operation. For two years (in 1906-1907) he was a

Democratic member of the Legislature, and during his term intro-

duced and secured the passage of a bill appropriating S4000 annually



y.osiBSMi ocMAjjeo

-CKm has ,-<«Dito3 e/f t ni fasiaei eov/ nosin/jH obnaltO

088
0

^
,

- ^ «r A 4> j;>i I ViP

.•j>~..7 !)iii Std aas/j .ittri ifJiriw ssmavd mi) ni qir .TOoi5i'<!Uv/JiI swd oJ
riuii.wixmof3b 9/ls bsmiaVi£hc9 biic ,.ti lo? aitaj « boqolsvob T/l-we »H

"li 't tid iiTi ijtJcio oH .«<raivieimiB !)ms vjvrots f'ln? faetg c ad oJ
.'I'h'tH odj .ot^akiCf J« stoodw aiWuq i/sjoi stdi h sni
• }i' , t ..';d <>H ./in/Jf a'ladljil aid no Jtov of .tn-i*w /rodf .iooriDg' itgiH

^
^ . T

f
vr&4 *4^* M.^

^

V.
J

•

‘»^'f4»l jg ni E^oocf lo wlmM

y;d ;?Iiow kwjbjsiq
,iM .eiori^o lo

vhxjni/ooq Hi lo o-ion^, oifT .v«w kn^moxrklq
Siuil io oi hi)q^f>A

, 100 |/5^xi io j.efU bno^j;i,<f aM^'iovjol $xr oMraifs btiis

0-t sid'j lo 3gM(3fijybv"i ao>ljSt.t Riid ao*ini4ii .iJNi, i>/i5
rjm him biiibmid oya r/ofqctto woff ' laiiiw'

o'.vt snmv<w ..etjfarn baa a^md b
mff. $oK .asoit yurt\ lo enoinim lammt/fe x^ye

8£d 9fi .tbnl snmoi^ lo oail oifi m rv,
:
;/

^duiiiA Ixitagmixn'To |o Siiiwo% :|-;^

.

'; ^ 'Basooi.rg lo 9ij;ea‘iir» TaJi/iifg a
iqi'1.12 floqcf Slid olU lo iibc.t» elH

'’'

: mmisiSd m uaootqiuoiq .ybodyi'^v^ la laoait4»qi^
.fel>69i d^d7f lo !yja£/iom‘ jodt bflfi ^ylha^loi bi^h it J{a 04

01 ¥>^iiidA boovud ot lis&midi limirioo oi tov<^a iiiid
^mp ,«£ eohoaiijK lioaJT^ icU to jfiow ielaoaih^qx^ odT ^

jX ./xniil ©ji;l (5 vTimibio da lo lirdl bj8 olditx/IjRv ta
.mil io bsiildmv lo eoioDa lo KlidfiH sdJ o) bin j m noi^nslt^ itft^eolo
l£t^nih^q74^ yino jud .moubciM oim aoilohjBy y/on ynwjM
’Jo

iuqoii^q,od^ ol bobnoimnoDdi rr9dV |fidi 08 djiuotoif;! boA
0 ^ftnit&moB J^og ‘5*/Btf yoill jsdl bqiuaaxt od yatn yaiii yi^raun orfl
-iOCJmh^qxc* iiod^ lo tilJyfcD i siij yodj o,t noijibbjc :rl .oirbiY
"^**£is<0d 'ihdf fti imsl JfidV/ .oridaq adl ol agbsIv/Cnj:! zhdi ban

Jk lo ^dsnfjd sn^r loJ ififo aavr^ vJ^Mohilwi ei Jvd ,nabbld
ni XK>uiiigoo:)i Hid oi ijlifi >{iow a^noBiiuaH .*iM ^

'fiicrihB sxd giinab {^ax: ,jr/ro* nid h a/j aioay ae^ boviss sjed oH
<^ni/iq Dsitodlj hflii i'^Ia w n bid aj.-'in na^qd di^d? aoilBitei
ii f-iivr ffd d.i-;i:X xtiXi^Tor/ o^.X loX .nohxnqqo (i/laaDom ni won

rmsj ^rd gahub hrm ,onulijleig«4l ^hIs lo i9dai>ox oilfuiaoiiiea
i iiuam 000 i < sniiiihqoiqq^ fird £ ;u ^gna»£q 9d> fanwqse hn/> b^oi/b



OBLANDO HARRISON 361

for experimental horticulture, S2000 annually for the Maryland State

Horticultural Society, and 3500 annually for the Peninsula Horti-

cultural Society. He has served as president of the Exchange and

Savings Bank of Berlin; president of the Peninsular Produce Exchange

of Pocomoke; president of the American Nurserymen’s Association;

president of the Peninsular Horticultural Society, and director in

the Berlin Building and Loan Association. Some of these positions

he is now holding, and in some of them he has completed his terms

of office. He has held many honorary appointments from Demo-
cratic governors of the State, included among them being Commis-
sioner to the St. Louis Exposition and a Commissioner on the Deep
Waterways Commission. He holds membership in the American

Nurserymen’s Association, the Maryland State Horticultural Society,

the Pennsylvania Horticultural Society, and the American Florists’

Association. He served as a member of the committee which

received and escorted William J. Bryan on his trip through Mary-
land.

He^ finds his recreation in trips to the orchards of nurserymen.

In 1908 he spent some time in Europe, and visited all the leading

orchards and nurseries in England, France, Switzerland, Holland

and Germany. In addition to this he has been a great traveler over

the United States.

Mr. Harrison says that he received his first inspiration to do the

large things he has done in Maryland, by a trip to the West. He
appreciated that in. ^Maryland there was an opportunity to do as good

work, and a better basis on which to work than there was in the West
and so he went home fired with an ambition to do big things.

He published in 1909 tw'o booklets, beautifully illustrated, that

are of incalculable value to home owners. One of these is “How to

Grow Fruit,” and the other is “How to Plant about the Country

Home.” The student of these two booklets can either make a beauti-

ful home or a profitable orchard, as he may elect, or both.

Mr. Harrison’s religious affiliation is with the Methodist Church.

He was married on January 15, 1893, to Miss Ada H. Long.

Six children have been born to them—four boys and two girls. The
four boys are now living.

His exhortation to the youth of the country is: “Be temperate,

fat regularly and sleep regularly, be honest, be active, do not fear

work, select what you prefer and go after it, the outdoor life is best.

Get after it right, and you will succeed.”
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CHARLES CARROLL WILLSON

CHARLES CARROLL WILLSON, of Queenstown, one of

the leading farmers of his section of Maryland, belongs to

an old Maryland family, the members of which seem to

have divided themselves chiefly between the occupation of farming

and the profession of medicine. The family is of Scotch origin; and

from the best information available w’as founded by John Willson,

a surgeon, who came from Scotland to Maryland in the seventeenth

century. Doctor Thomas Willson son of the immigrant had a son,

Thomas Bennett Willson, who married Miss Maria Smythe. Thomas
Bennett Willson was a doctor. Thomas Bennett Willson had a son,

Thomas Willson, also a doctor. Doctor Thomas Willson had a son,

Richard Bennett Willson, also a doctor; and in the present genera-

tion, Doctor Thomas Bennett Willson son of Richard Bennett Will-

son, is a practicing physician on the Eastern Shore.

Mr. Charles Carroll Willson is a member of this family, being a

son of Doctor Thomas Smythe Willson, who married Ellen E. Brovme.

Doctor Thomas S. Willson was a son of Doctor Thomas Willson,

who married Anna Maria Smythe. Doctor Thomas Willson was a

son of Thomas Bennett Willson, who married Mary Teresa Hall.

Doctor Thomas Bennett Willson was a son of Doctor Thomas
Willson, who married Margaret Smith, and was the son of the immi-

grant. Doctor Thomas Bennett Willson’s wife, Mary Teresa Hall,

was descended from Richard Bennett, one of the early colonial

governors of Maryland. Mr. Charles Carroll Willson’s mother.

Ellen E. Brownie, w^as descended from Charles Browme w’ho came

from Lancashire, Scotland, and settled in Queen Anne’s County in

1720. He married Priscilla Brooke, great-great-granddaughter of

Robert Brooke, wLo came from England to ^Maryland in 1650 and

was Governor of ^Maryland in 1652.

Mr. Willson was born in Queen Anne’s County January 3, 18-19.

His father w'as a practicing physician, living in the country, and the

lad grew up with the tastes of a country boy—a healthy youngster,

fond of dogs, horses, and also of reading. The farm was a large om\

and he had the duty of oversight thrust upon him. Very partial
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to reading, he was especlall}^ addicted to works on agriculture, but

had the family tastes and wanted to be a doctor. His first educa-

tional training was recei^^ed in a private school. He then entered

Villanova College in Delaware County, Pennsylvania, from which

he was graduated in 1868. His father’s health was in a failing condi-

tion at that time, and the following year he took charge of “War-
rington,” his father’s home place, and gave up once for all, his desire

to be a physician. Whatever the medical profession has lost, the

farming interests of the State have gained, because he has been a

most excellent and successful farmer, now operating one of the largest

and most prosperous farms in his section of the State.

On June 3, 1874, Mr. Willson was married to Miss Nettie L.

Darnall. Mrs. Willson is a descendant of Colonel Henry Darnall

of “The W^oodyard,” Prince George’s County, who came to Mary-
land with Lord Baltimore at the very foundation of the colony.

In political life, Mr. Willson classes himself as a Democrat;

though he has never hesitated to vote for a Republican when he

thought that party’s nominee was superior to the nominee of his own.

He has been active in movements for the betterment of the farming

class; having been organizer of the Farmers’ Union, and vice-presi-

dent for Maryland, in addition to which he is a member of the Ameri-

can Society of Equity, another strong farmers’ organization. In

religious affiliation, he is a roman Catholic, and a trustee of St. Peter’s

Church. In recreation, he adheres to the tastes of his boyhood,

and loves hunting, shooting, fishing, riding, driving and boating.

In his younger days, he was devoted to athletics, being the fastest

runner and the highest jumper at college.

For young men beginning life, Mr. Willson’s idea of a good

foundation is honesty. He puts that dowm as a cardinal doctrine.

He believes that one should be honest, not because it is the best

policy, but because it is the best principle, and as opposed to dis-

honesty. From his standpoint, there is no middle ground—one is

honest or dishonest. That covers in its full scope everything else.

Men sometimes fail in their endeavors. As he sees it, when such

misfortunes happen, it is the duty of the courageous man to “try

and try again.”

Though compelled to abandon the career of his preference when
a young man, he has mde a success of the career which fell to his lot

and which came to him in the line of duty, and is one of the most

highly esteemed citizens of his section.
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CLOTWORTHY BIRNIE

America is the melting-pot of the nations. In other countrie>,

men of varying racial strains will live side by side through

generations, each preserving their distinctive nationalities

and racial peculiarities. In America we take them; put them in the

melting-pot, and turn them out Americans. What we now call the

American people is really a composite stock made up from a dozen

racial strains, which accounts for the remarkable versatility, adap-

tability, inventiveness, energy, and general ability of the people.

The subject of this sketch. Doctor Clotworthy Birnie of Taney-

town, is an example of the composite American citizen, having in his

veins Scotch, Irish and Dutch blood. Doctor Birnie was born in

Carroll County, Maryland, on January 13, 1843; son of Rogers and

Amelia Knode (Harry) Birnie. His father was principal of the

Glenburn Academy for boys, and combined with his school teaching

the occupation of farmer. He was an honorable, cultivated Christian

gentleman; the son of Clotworthy Birnie II., the founder of the family

in America, who came from County Antrim, Ireland, and settled in

Carroll County in 1810. There appears also in Doctor Birnie’s

ancestral line Doctor Upton Scott, a prominent physician and citizen

of Maryland, who came from County Antrim and settled in Annapolis

in 1753. On the maternal side, his mother was a combination of

Scotch and Dutch blood, her Dutch progenitor having migrated from

Holland in 1760 and settled in Hagerstowm.

Doctor Birnie as a boy had fairly good health, but was not overly

robust. He did light work about the farm between school sessions,

-and after arriving at maturity, managed the farm for a few years.

His academic education was obtained chiefly at the hands of his

father in the school conducted by him, helped out by a private tutor.

The lad was not strong enough to go through a regular college course.

He took up farming, continued his reading and history, the study of

•anthropology and the languages in an educational way; and as a mat ter

•of general culture, read Scott, Carlyle, Marcus Aurelius, Epictetus,

Xeckey, Religio Medici, and above all the Bible. Finally, with
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increasing strength and a strong bent for medicine, he entered the

University of Pennsylvania and was graduated in 1870 with the

degree of M.D. Later he took the post-graduate course in the

University of Pennsylvania. It may be mentioned here that he had
some experience in teaching school during the interval between his

leaving school and taking up the medical profession.

Doctor Birnie’s success in his chosen profession has been as large

as is possible to obtain in a country practice. lie has made char-

acter as a citizen, as well as a physician; has taken an active part in

public life in connection ^with the Republican party, and was elected

to the general assembly in 1896, serving as chairman of the Ways and

Means Committee. From 1897 to 1901, he served as a member of

the lunacy commission. His activity has taken a vdde range. Out-

side of his public service, he is an elder in the Presybterian Church

of Taneytovm; was in 1897 a member of the general assembly of that

church; in 1895 and 1896, was vice-president of the Medical and

Chirurgical Faculty of Maryland; and in 1899 and 1900, served as

president of that body—a distinguised honor for any physician. In

1902, he was president of the Carroll County Medical Society; and

in 1904 and 1905 counsellor of the Medical and Chirurgical Faculty.

In his earlier years, he was partial to horseback riding and fox

hunting.

He has served as examiner for numerous life insurance com-

panies. He holds membership in the Masons, Knights of Pythias,

and the Anthropological Society of Washington, American Associa-

tion for the Advancement of Science, the National Geographic

Society, the Maryland Historical Society and the American Medical

Association.

Doctor Birnie has won in the world a fair measure of success

—

as success is usually counted. He admits that he has not attained his

ideals—but also admits that he has had all the success he deserves.

His fellow citizens do not think that he has had any more than he

deserves, as in the community where his life has been spent his

standing is of the highest, and his usefulness of the largest. For

the young man starting in life, he has no nostrum to offer. The
old standard virtues of honesty, industry, temperance, fearless dis-

charge of duty, observance of the Golden Rule, with trust in God,

will in his judgment win all the success possible to each one’s indi-

vidual ability.
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GEORGE HARRY BIRNIE

George H. BIRNIE, cashier of the Birnie Trust Company
of Taneytown, and one of the most prominent citizens of

that section of Maryland, was born in Glenburn, Carroll

County, on August 28, 1845; son of Rogers and Amelia Knode (Harry)

Birnie. His father combined the occupations of farmer and school

teacher, being principal of Glenburn Academy. Though during his

life he was offered public office, he always declined. He Tvas a man
of impulsive temperament; a high sense of honor; temperate in his

habits, and a sincere Christian.

The Birnie family is of Scotch-Irish origin, and was founded in

Maryland by Clotworthy Birnie II, who came from County Antrim,

Ireland, and settled at Glenburn farm near Tane^down in 1810.

Mr. Birnie's mother was a combination of Scotch and Dutch blood,

her Dutch ancestry having come from Holland in 1760 and settled

in Hagerstown, Maryland. Mr. Birnie was a healthy boy, fond of

mechanical toys, with mathematical tastes and a partiality for physics

and astronomy. He did chores mornings and evenings about the

house, and in vacation times worked on the farm. He recalls that

while he had an active mind, his body was inclined to be lazy; and

that his father early taught him that both mind and body shouM

labor. The elder Birnie, himself an educated man and knowiiu:

thoroughly its value, saw to it that the son was well trained. After

passing through the Glenburn Academy, he went to the University

of Princeton and won his degree A.B. in 1867, and the degree of

A.M. in 1870. He took up civil engineering as a profession, and

entered the field at once, earning his degree as a civil engineer by hard

labor in the deserts of California and Arizona and in the mountain^

of Washington Territory, locating the line of the Northern Pacific

Railroad. This was between 1870 and 1873, but as he looks back

now Mr. Birnie regrets that before entering the field, he did not

take a course in engineering in some first-class technical institute,

and he believes it absolutely essential in these days of severe competi-

tion that a young man entering a profession should have a first cla--

technical education as a foundation for his practical work.
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After this hard field work, he spent the years from 1875 to 1877

as a professor of mathematics in New Windsor College. In 1879

and 1880, he was division engineer on construction work on the

Ohio and West Virginia Railway with headquoTters at Vinton, Ohio.

He then became locating engineer for the Mexican National Railw^ay

in the State of Michoacan, Me:dco, from 1881 to 1883; but the home
country had strong attractions for him. He had married, and he

decided to settle down at Taj).e3d:own, and in 1884 he organized the

Birnie Trust Company. He sa3^s himself that he started in with

the idea of making the Birnie Trust Company the best bank in that

section by giving the best possible service based upon the idea that

a bank officer owes a higher allegiance to the public than he does to

his own stockholders or directors. That he has won a substantial

measure of success along these correct lines is proven by the fact

that his bank now has a surplus equal to its capital. He recalls the

concluding sentence of a lecture of Doctor Alexander delivered at

the end of his Princeton term, vffiich he says was an inspiration to

hiifi, and which has aided him in many a struggle and kept him from

many errors. That sentence was this: “Finally, young gentlemen,

let all the ends thou aimest at be thy country's, thy God’s and

truths.’ Good-bye.”

Mr. Birnie is a cultivated man, whose attainments have come to

him as a result of constant reading and study of the best authors

along the lines principally of mathematics, physics, best English

literature and astronomy.

Mr. Birnie is an active church worker, being an elder in the

Presbyterian Church since 1888, and superintendent of the Sunday

school for nearly twenty years. He has also served as president

of the Carroll County Christian Endeavor Union, and vice-president

of the Maryland State Union.

On June 1, 1882, he married Miss Elizabeth Eleanor Zollickoffer

daughter of Alfred Zollickoffer of Uniontown. The}' have three

children: Eliza Roberts, Eleanor and Clotworthy Birnie.

His political allegiance has always been given to the Demo-
cratic party, though he broke through the traces once and voted

against IMr. Bryan on that occasion. He finds his chief recreations

in bicycle riding and fishing, and confesses to a weakness for a good

novel. His advice to young men starting in life will not bear para-

phrasing and is here given in his own words: “I recommend to young
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i

I

i

men personal purity, temperance in its widest sense, including food,
j

drink, temper, language, dress, etc.; unflinching honesty, and a {

keen sense of honor, and above everything else to remember that I

any young man’s success in life will be in direct proportion to the |

quality and quantity of the service that he renders to others. I I

believe that God placed every man in this world to render his best
|

service to others. For many years it has been my motto that the |

best service I can render to others means the highest and best success I

for me. If a man takes ‘My Best Service’ as his motto, though he

should live in the center of a forest, the public will beat a well-worn

path to his door.”

The strongest testimonial to Mr. Birnie’s ability is found in the

fact that years ago, before our people had waked up to the necessity

of a better system of public roads, he was an earnest and ardent

advocate of better roads, believing even then that the State should

employ competent engineers and make liberal appropriations. He
studied the question out long before other men had given it much
thought, and summed up his views upon the matter by the state-

ment that progress in agricultural communities is to be gauged by

the condition of the free schools and the public roads more than by

any other criteria. Measured by these standards, Maryland was not

up to the highest standard, and he has been a preacher of the gospel

of better public schools and better roads for long years. The maj ority

is now coming his way, and it is to his credit that he has been a pioneer

in this great movement for many years.
:

Mr. Birnie is a member of the Masonic Fraternity, the Knights

of Pythias, the Pennsylvania Society of Civil Engineers, American

Bankers Association and the Maryland Bankers Association.

I
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RICHARD WILLIAM SILVESTER

Richard william Silvester, President of the Mary-
land Agricultural College, and one of the prominent educators

of the present day, is a native of Virginia, born in Norfolk

on September 16, 1857; son of W. W. and Virginia (Lindsay) Silvester.

The elder Silvester was a planter devoted to his calling and a great

lover of plantation life. This branch of the Silvester family dates

in our country from 1664, when Mr. Silvester’s first American pro-

genitor came from England and settled at Great Mills, Norfolk

County.

Richard William Silvester, M.D., grandfather of our subject,

was an eminent yellow fever specialist in the day when yellow fever

was more dreaded than any other disease.

Mr. Silvester’s boyhood life was spent on the farm. He was a

healthy lad; took his share of farm duties, and developed a love of

nature and a taste for country life which has remained ^\^th him up to

the present. He thinks that his mother’s influence had more to do

with the formation of his character than all other influences. In

youth he was fond of Dickens and Thackeray, -while Byron was a

favorite author to him in his early years. As he grew older and the

years of manhood came on, he began to appreciate the real depth

in literature. He declares that the great work of Victor Hugo,

“Les Miserables,” affected his life and has influenced it more than

any other book outside of the Bible. He says that Hugo’s work

taught him the lesson that in every human being there is a spark of

good which needs but the right breath to kindle it into a blaze of re-

generation.

Mr. Silvester’s education was obtained first in the public schools

of Norfolk County, and later in the Virginia Military Institute at

Lexington, Virginia, where he graduated in 1877, with the degree

of Master of Sicence. He began his career as a teacher of natural

sciences and mathematics at the famous old Charlotte Hall Academy
in Saint Mary’s County, ^laryland. He never lost sight, however,

of the fact that he loved the land, arul wanted to go ba(*k to agricul-
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tural work. Ir 1882, he was made full professor in Charlotte Hall

Academy, and in 1S88 became president of the school.

In 1892, he was elected President of the Maryland College, which

position he has since filled with ability, and has made it one of tlie

high class agricultural colleges of the United States. The w^onderfui

work done by teachers of agriculture in the past twenty years fills

with amazement, not only people who have paid little attention to

it, but even those who have tried to keep in touch wuth the progress

of scientific investigation, which has revolutionized American agri-

culture.

President Silvester believes that the present day agriculture is a

profession, as much so as theology, law, medicine, or engineering. He
looks forward to the day when every intelligent farmer wull have in

his home, a well selected library bearing upon every phase of agri-

cultural development. He feels that science applied to agriculture

will open up an era of prosperity for our country of which the present

generation has littie idea.

His pupils are trained, not only for professional life, but likewise

' to a keen appreciation of their civic duty. He advises and urges upon

them, first to fashion their character upon the Golden Rule; second

to study the great cardinal principles of our goverimient as announced

by the Fathers of the Republic. To regard the right of franchise as

sacred as their honor. To esteem the election day as second only to

the Sabbath in the calendar of the year, and the election booth as an

altar w'hen casting his vote.

On April 11, 1888, Mr. Silvester was married to Miss Lucy L(‘c

Bowen, daughter of Philander Bow'en. They have two children;

Virginia L. and Richard Lee Silvester.

Politically, Mr. Silvester has been through life a Democrat: but

he has been busy trying to make two blades of grass grow where there

was not any before, and has not had time to indulge much in politic-s.

His religious affiliations is with the Protestant Episcopal Church.

He’ is much interested in all kinds of student sports, and has given

a great deal of time to athletics.

President Silvester is convinced that the college president and

college professor, wiio is unmindful of the fact that he w'as once a buy,

places himself out of touch with that complex organism, known as the

American boy. A w^arm sympathy for, and interest in him is tlu'

only formula wiiich will give potency to his latent pow'ers.
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JAMES RUSSELL BRASHEARS

J
UDGE JAMES RUSSELL BRASHEARS, of Annapolis, Judge

of the Fifth Judicial Circuit of Maryland, v/as born at West
River, Anne Arundel County, on March 13, 1858, son of John W.

and Willie E. Brashears. Mr. Brasliears is descended from Benjamin

Brasseur, who came from France to Virginia and thence moved to

Maryland in 1658, where he was naturalized as an English subject

on December 4, 1662. He died almost immediately after that,

intestate, and his widow, Mary Brasseur, who died soon after,

left a will in which she gave her residence as ‘‘The Clifts.’’ It is of

interest to note the" various changes in this name. It appears by the

proceedings of the Council of Mar3dand, in volume II of the Archives

of Marjdand, on page 424, that on the 21st day of Ma>", 1661, Benja-

min Brasseur, or Brasseurs, was commissioned one of the Judges

for Calvert County, and on page 464, it appears that 'Benjamin

Brassieur, late of Virginia and subject of the Crowm of France, his

wife and children, were naturalized in 1662. We see, therefore,

that the old keepers of the record spelled Mr. Brasseur’s name in

three different ways. Evident!}" it was Anglicised in the next generation

or two into its present form, and even then the old recorders indulged

in vagaries of spelling; for we find by the records in the Land Com-
missioner’s office, that two hundred and eighty-four and a half acres

of land, a part of Anne Arundel Manor, was surveyed the 12th of

June, 1769, for Mr. John Brashears, and on the 1st of September,

1771, it was patented to Mr. John Brashiers, Jr. This land was

devised by John Brashiers to three of his sons, Benjamin, William

and Jonathan, by his will dated on the 10th day of August, 1771.

This John Brashiers, Jr., was son of John, who was son of Samuel,

who was son of Robert, who w'as son of Benjamin, the immigrant

who was naturalized in 1662. Judge Brashears’ father, John William

Brashears, was son of Robert and grandson of William, who was the

last person by name of Brashears that owned a part of Brashears

Purchase; and when he conveyed his interests he reserved the family

burial ground.
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The father of James R. Brashears was by occupation a farmer,

—

a strong, firm man, who served for a time as Register of Wills in Anne
Arundel County. Young Brashears was a strong, robust country

boy, worked on the farm during vacations, and in retrospect can see

that this work was most beneficial in every respect. He attended

the public schools and an academy on West River. Arriving at the

age of eighteen, he took charge of his father’s farm, with the idea of

becoming a farmer. Possessed of an alert mind, he soon saw that

the returns from farming were very meager, and this was especially

true at that time, thirty years ago. Taking his father’s advice, h**

became his deputy in the office of Register of Wills; and while serving

there, read law; was admitted to the bar, and began practice at

Annapolis, where he has remained up to the present time. He
remained as Deputy Register of Wills up to 1887. By that time

he had acquired a large acquaintance over the county, and his prac-

tice was a success from the start. This acquaintance also had its

influence upon his life in a political way, for very soon after he

entered upon the practice of law, he became prominent inthe councils

^ of the Democratic party, and from 1889 to 1901 was on the ticket

of his party at every general State election. In 1890, 1892, 1S94,

1902, he was a member of the House of Delegates, and was temporary

speaker during the sessions of 1894 to 1902. He served on the

committees of W^ays and Means, and on the Judiciary. In 1902 he

was Chairman of the Judiciary Committee, the ranlving committee

of the House. In 1890 he was Chairman of the Committee on

Chesapeake Bay and its Tributaries, and in 1892 Chairman of the

Committee on Temperance. While a member of the General

Assembly, he refused to accept passes from railroads or an allowance

for the purchase of postage stamps. In 1895, Mr. Brashears was

elected as State’s Attorney for Anne Arundel county, and served

four-years’ term; but in 1899, when he was a candidate for reelection,

there happened along a Republican year, and he with the rest of

the ticket went down in defeat. In 1907 Judge Brashears was

again elected to the General Assembly, but this time to the Senate

for a full term of four years. He had hardly entered upon this term

when on April 11, 190S,hewaselectedanAssociateJudgooftheCircuit

Court for the Fifth Judicial District for a full term of fifteen years,

having been nominated by the Democrats and endorsed by the

Republicans. This was indeed a remarkable compliment to a man
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who had been as prominent in political life as Judge Brashears and
had been so staunch a Democrat. It is a strong testimonial to his

impartiality. He is easily one of the professional and political

leaders of his section, and his political influence is and has been for

years State-wide. In view, however, of his present judicial posi-

tion, which has yet thirteen years to run. Judge Brashears has practi-

cally retired from active politics.

He has been for three years a member of the Methodist Episcopal

church. He is affiliated with the Odd Fellows and the Order of Red
Men. Judge Brashears finds his recreation in gunning and fishing.

On December 22, 1891, Judge Brashears was married to Matilda

McCullough Brown.

The record here given shows Judge Brashears to be a man of

unusual force, far above the average; and it is natural that such a

man should have convictions upon all matters, either of public or

of private interest. He has given thought not only to what consti-

tutes success, but as to how best to attain it. He believes that

success comes to the man who is “honest, truthful and temperate

in the' use of strong drinks. In professional, business and public

life, he should resist all inducements to do wrong for immediate gain,

and in public life, he should always fortify himself against the influence

of the unscrupulous political worker and lobbyist, and never do any

act against the interest of his people in order to advance his own
interest; for, in the end, he is then likely to be without honor, money
and friends.’’

In the seventeenth century and the first part of the eighteenth

century, there was a slender stream of French emigration to America,

mostly Huguenots. ^laryland, Virginia and South Carolina got

practically all of this French blood, there being only scattering indi-

viduals in the New England and Middle States. It was a peculiarly

valuable stock, and it is noticeable even now from the fact that the

descendants of these original French settlers show in the most marked

manner the characteristics of their progenitors. These characteristics

were rigid integrity, strong sense of religious duty, industry, thrift, and

a very high sense of civic duty. James R. l^rashears, tlesceiuled from

this stock, has lived up to its best traditions. He possesses both

courage and integrity. In the General Assembly, he has givim service

to Anne Arundel County equal to that given b\' any man who has

ever represented the county; and though he has not been popular with
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the lobbyist, the exploiter, or the self-seeker, he has acquired a charac-

ter and standing among the good citizens that would be a badge of

honor to any man, and which it may be said he most justly deserve-.

As an item of special interest, it is worth while to quote the official

record of the naturalization of the old Huguenot, Benjamin Brasseur.-.

It reads as follows:

‘‘Cecilius Calvert:

‘‘Whereas Benjamin Brasseurs late of Virginia have sought leave

to inhabit as a free denizen to purchase lands I do hereby declare that

said Benjamin Brasseurs his wife and children to be full denizens of

this province and that he be held, treated, reputed and esteemed as

one of the faithful people.”

The old Huguenot was a valuable accession, and they could w(‘li

afford to naturalize him. He left three sons—Robert, Benjamin and

John—and four daughters—Ann, Susanna, Martha and Elizabeth.

Benjamin II died in 1675, evidently unmarried; for he left his estate to

his sister Martha; and the Brashears of the present day are direct

descendants from Robert and John, sons of the immigrant.
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DWIGHT DAVIDSON MALLORY

There appear to have been two main branches of the Mallory-

family in America. The first, and the most numerous, has

been settled for generations in the State of Connecticut;

the second in Virginia. The Virginia family has furnished two or

three Congressmen, one from Virginia and one from Kentucky;

and several splendid Confederate soldiers. To the Connecticut family

belonged Stephen Russell Mallory, United States Senator from Florida

and Confederate Secretary of the Navy. His son, the second Stephen

Russell Mallory, also represented Florida in the United States Senate.

To this Connecticut branch of the Mallory family belongs Dwight

D. Mallory of Baltimore, one of the pioneers of a great industry in our

country, and whose name for nearly fifty years has been known from

one end of the country" to the other. D. D. Mallory was born in New
Haven, Connecticut, son of Willard and Elizabeth Mallory. His

father, a man of great energy, was an oyster grower in the village of

Fair Haven, where the son was reared. After gaining such education

as was obtainable in the local schools, Mr. Mallory entered upon his

business career as a grocer in the village of Fair Haven in 1854. The
oyster business, as we now know it, was then in its infancy. The far-

seeing mind of D. D. Mallory recognized the vastness of the opportu-

nity, and in 1856 he migrated to Detroit, Michigan, where he estab-

lished himself in the oyster and fruit packing business and built up a

large trade. It did not take him long to realize that he could do better

if his business was situated nearer to the source of supply; and in 1862,

he moved to Baltimore and established what quickly became the

largest house in the oyster-packing trade. Men of middle age can

remember the long, flat cases filled with tin cans in which the oysters

were shipped, packed in ice, in three grades, all over the United States.

The big, juicy fellows were classed as “selects’’; the next, equally

good, but not quite so big, w'ere “standards”; and then there was a

third brand which sailed under the nom de plume of “XX,” or some

other equally unmeaning phrase, though amost proper title would have

have been “scrubs.” Even in that early day, the oyster packers had
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learned that the business would not stand for much waste. The busi-

ness grew with most marvelous rapidity, and as early as 1870 there

were twenty thousand people engaged in the packing business in the

city of Baltimore. This was the foundation of the oyster and fruit

packing business, which has now spread all over the United States

as far as fruits and vegetables are concerned, and extending down the

Atlantic Coast and around the Gulf Coast to New Orleans in so far

as the oyster business is concerned. Many millions of dollars capital

and literally hundreds of thousands of people are engaged in this

industry in which D. D. Mallory was a pioneer, and his name upon a

case of goods stood throughout the country for many long years as

a synonym for ‘'quality.” Mr. Mallory’s trade mark w^as the “Dia-

mond Brand” and w^as well known in all cities, towns and villages

from Baltimore to California. The first carload of raw oysters that

ever entered San Francisco, California, was shipped by D.D. Mallory

and Company in 1868.

On August 12, 1860, Mr. Mallory was married to Elizabeth C.

Spencer, and they have now passed their fiftieth year of married life.

His religious preferences have always inclined to the Presbyterian

Church; and his political affiliation is with the Republican party.

He frankly admits that he has never been much of a reader—that he

has been too busy working. To those who know the man, this is

easily believable, as in the years of his physical prime hew'as possessed

of enormous energy and drove his business with the power of a dynamo.

Mr. Mallory has made a success in a financial way; is a man of large

means, being a director in a number of prominent corporations,

including the National Mechanics Bank, Canton Company, Hopkins

Place Sa\fings Bank and other financial institutions; and is recognized

as one of the leading citizens of the city in business circles, though not

now actively engaged beyond the care of his investments and the look-

ing after the corporate interests in which he is concerned.

There is some confusion as to the origin of the name of Mallory.

Speaking broadly, one recognized English authority claims that the

Mallory name was of Norman-French origin, derived from the village,

or estate, of Meilleray in the Department of Seine et Marne. \et

another English authority says that the name originated in FlaiuU'rs.

and that it became Meilleray and Mellery in France, and Mallory

in England. Apparently Yorkshire was the ancient home of the tainily

in Great Britain, for we find there a Mallory family located centuries

9
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ago at Studley, with a coat of arms thus descri’oed: On a golden

ground, a lion rampant, in red, collared in silver. For the crest:

a nag’s head couped in red. We find the same coat of arms copied by

the Mallorys of Cheshire; of London; of Northampton; and of two

other places where the address is not given. Here and there appears

a slight variation in the crest, and in one case a slight variation in the

coat of arms proper; but it is quite evident from all the facts in the

case that the Yorkshire Mallorys represent the parent family in Great

Britain.
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EDWIN JAMES DIRICKSON

The late Doctor Edwin James Dirickson of ,Berlin, one of the

prominent medical practitioners of the State and well known
in its public life, was a native of the town in which his entire

life w^as spent, born on November 26, 1852; son of Levin Littleton

and Sarah Elizabeth (Forman) Dirickson. Levin L. Dirickson died

on August 31, 1894. His wife, Sarah Elizabeth Forman, born Octo-

ber, 11, 1831, is now living in her eightieth year, with all of her facul-

ties well preserved and is as alert-minded as in the days of her youth.

Levin Dirickson was one of the prominent law^xrs in his section in

his generation. He served as a member of the legislature and of the

Constitutional Convention. In addition to which he put in four

terms of service as State’s Attorney. He was a graduate of Harvard

College, a polished literary man, a fine speaker, and a beautiful

writer.

The Dirickson family is descended from a Norwegian family of

vikings, which in the old days went under the name of Diricks. A
branch of this family was temporarily resident in Denmark, and from

that country came Joseph Dirickson, who settled in Philadelphia

about 1692, and moved to Maryland about 1700. He was promi-

nently connected vith the Episcopal Church, as his descendants have

been ever since. One of the early Diricksons was a vestryman in ilie

old Swedish Church, Philadelphia, where his name appears on the

register, and his body lies in the churchyard. The Diricksons have,

as a rule, been professional men, doctors and lawyers, noted for tle ’.r

probity and learning. One of Doctor Dirickson’s ancestors served a>

a lieutenant in the Revolutionary War. The maternal line goes back

to General Edward Forman, who settled in Cecil County in the seven-

teenth century, when that section was first opened.

Doctor Dirickson was a strong boy, whose early j’ears were di-

vided between village and countr}^, and he developed an early ta-^t'*

for natural history and literature. He attended the village seh<*"i

up to the age of twelve, farming in off hours and doing regular ta^-'

about the house. He entered the village store owned by C >
ru-

•*
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Leonidas Williams (whose daughter he later married)—at the age of

twelve, continuing his studies at night under his employer’s tuition, as

he made his home in the family until he was eighteen years old. In

his later years, looking back upon his early life, Doctor Dirickson re-

called that these early habits of study had a profound influence upon
his life. He was fortunate in his mother. She was a very intelli-

gent woman, thoughtful, well informed, a great reader; and the mu-
tual devotion of mother and son was remarkable. His early tastes in

natural history and nature’s laws possibly had something to do with

his later life. In addition to these tastes, he was very partial to works

on political economy, travel, exploration, history, and deductive

mathematics. In general literature, Shakespeare, Carlyle and IMa-

caulay were his favorite authors. In later years, he became a very

general reader, dividing his time between scientific works and general

literature, and reading about half the night. Though he owned a

drugstore in partnership with Doctor Dashiell, outside of this interest

he did not dabble in commercial pursuits after one unsuccessful ven-

ture in the lumber business, as he discovered that he had no adapta-

tion for that sort of business.

In 1871, Doctor Dirickson entered the Jefferson Medical College

of Philadelphia, one of the best of our old medical schools, and was

graduated in 1874. After his graduation, he took post-graduate

courses, both in Philadelphia and Baltimore. He entered upon the

practice of his profession in his native town. In his early youth he

was divided in his mind for some time between the professions of law

and medicine. He had a natural penchant for law; but being very

fond of scientific study, and encouraged by parents and relatives, his

decision finally was in favor of medicine. He had a full share of the

family traits. Among the notable characteristics of the Dirickson

family may be mentioned that in every generation the members of it

have been partial to learning, have been peculiarly attached to each

other, to home life, and to native land. All these were strong in Doctor

Dirickson. In later life he recalled that his companions were always

his elders, and that his reading was much in advance of the boys of

his age.

. He became a general practitioner of medicine, with a partiality for

obstetrics and gynecolog>\ His success in his profession was always

marked, especially along the lines which he preferred. He was a re-

markably temperate man—never drank wines or liquors of any kind,
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390 EDWIN JAMES DIRICKSON

not even tea or coffee, and never used profanity. He had strong poetic

tastes and constantly in his leisure hours threw off verses, which,

however, he never preserved or published.

In 1884, then having been for ten years a practicing physician,

he first came into connection with public bodies, and in that year was
made vice-president of Jefferson College Alumni Association. From
1873 up to the day of his death, a period of thirty-six years, he was
constantly connected in an official capacity with the Protestant Epis-

copal Church as vestryman and warden, serving as senior warden for

many years. For twelve^ years he was Master of his Masonic Lodge,

and served for many years as a town councilman. In 1901, he was

elected to the General Assembly as a Democrat. In 1902, he was

appointed by Governor Smith member of a commission to investi-

gate diseases in horses, and in that same year was elected a member
of the Maryland Medical Licensing Board for a four-year term. In

1903, he was appointed a member of the State Board of Health, and

in the same year was elected \nce-president of the Maryland Health

Association.

He was always professionally interested in, and identified with,

every movement to awaken the public to the need of wise laws for

sanitation and the prevention of disease. He acted as Assistant Sur-

geon of the United States Marine Hospital Service between Cape

May and Cape Charles, from the time of its organization until a few

years before his death, when he relinquished it on account of accept-

ing other appointments. His interest in scientific agriculture was

only second to his interest in the health movement, and his

efforts in the improvement of agriculture through the use of his pen

and voice before farmer’s institutes were of great value to the State.

He wrote numerous articles in advocacy of his ideas, both along

medical and agricultural lines.

On the 28th of April, 1874, Doctor Dirickson was married to Miss

Anna Harriet Louisa Williams. Six children were born to t hem : Anna

Brevard; Cyrus Williams; Levin and Edward Forman (twins);

Harriet Elizabeth, and James Brevard Dirickson. All of these are

living, except one of the twins, Edward Forman. Mrs. Dirickson is

a daughter of Cyrus Leonidas Williams and his wife, Ann Elizabeth

Brevard, whose sister married John Dirickson, great-uncle of Doctor

E. J. Dirickson; and these were the last of the Brevard family in

Maryland—one of the ancient families of our country, members of
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which made such reputation in North Carolina and Florida that coun-

ties in those States were named in their honor.

Doctor Dirickson was affiliated with the Order of Red IMen;

Worcester County Medical Society, and the Medical Society of

Maryland. A Democrat in his political convictions and affiliations,

he reserved to himself the right to independent action when in his

judgment it was necessary, and took part in the reform movement
during what was called the ‘‘Hunt-Lowndes campaign.’"’ He found

his recreations in camping out, sailing, and a close intercourse with

nature.

Doctor Dirickson did not see that he had won an}" special meas-

ure of success in life. In that his friends did not agree with him. If

true success consists in usefulness, and most thoughtful men agree

that it does, he was an exceedingly successful man, for he was a most

useful one.

His suggestion to the youth of the country in taking up the duties

of life, was to be prompt and methodical; study to be temperate in all

things, and in the doing of whatever duties might come under their

hands, to do them with all their might. Such a course would, in his

judgment, bring a due reward.

Doctor Dirickson died August 27, 1909.
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JACOB EPSTEIN

Few Baltimoreans do as much for the City and keep as much in

the background as Mr. Jacob Epstein, founder and practi-

cally the proprietor of the Baltimore Bargain House, which
is one of the marvels in the commercial life of Baltimore, in fact, of

the entire country.

Mr. Epstein was born December, 28 1864. He came to Balti-

more from his European home when he was seventeen years old,

with very small capital, but with plenty of brains, energy and adapta-

bility. In 1881 he started a wdiolesale notion business on Barre Street,

the dimensions of w'hich were 18 by 30 feet. He gave to this business

intense thought and concentration, so that the business grew rapidly,

making it necessary to acquire, from time to time, additional build-

ings. The buildings now occupied by the business are knowm as

204 to 220 West Baltimore Street; 10-12 North Howard Street, w’hich

is used as a clothing factory; 213 to 221 West Fayette Street, w^hich

property is owned by Mr. Epstein; the entire block at Scott, Wicomico

and Cross Streets, which is also owned by Mr. Epstein; 33-35 Hopkins

Place and 109-111 Hopkins Place.

In order to meet the growdh of the business, Mr. Epstein has

found it necessary, lately, to purchase all the property in the entire

block on Baltimore Street, between Howard and Liberty Streets, run-

ning back to Garrett Street, (excepting one building) on part of w'hich

site he wdll erect a 12-story, modern building, wdiich will cost about

$1,500,000, according to reports in the press. It is estimated that

the new building will contain 240,000 square feet of additional space.

The sales of the Baltimore Bargain House w’cre close on to $13.-

000,000 in 1910. Although the business is done principally through

catalogs, many merchants visit the Baltimore market and come

direct to the house especially to buy the bulk of their goods. iMr. Ep-

stein ascribes his success mainly to his renow'iied motto “]More goods

For Same Money—Same Goods For Less IMoney.’’ The w'eekly

payroll of the business, so far as Baltimore City is concerned, is ex-

‘Ceeded only by that of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company,
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JACOB EPSTEIN

as nearly 1200 men and women are employed, including 200 book-

keepers, accountants and stenographers.

Mr. Epstein is regarded as an exceptionally able organizer of

men, and when asked how he accomplished such remarkable results

in business, he said:

^‘By employing better men and paying better wages than other

houses do. These things accomplish the best results.’’

In speaking further about his success in business, he' said:

“There is no secret about the success of the Baltimore Bargain

House. When I started, I made up my mind to build a business

strictly on honor. Every article must be exactly as represented or

the goods could be returned. I have the distinction of being the first

wholesaler in America who marked goods in plain figures and then

sold them strictly at one price; in fact, I believe I am the only whole-

saler to-day who is strictly doing it. If any man in my employ should

deviate from this one-price system I would discharge him, no matter

how important he might be. I adopted the catalog system instead

of drummers through which to sell goods, because it costs me about

2 per cent to sell goods through that means, whereas it costs 7^ to 10

per cent to sell goods through drummers.”

The usefulness of the Baltimore Bargain House to the City of

Baltimore was increased in the summer of 1909 and 1910 through

Mr. Epstein’s enterprise in chartering a number of steamers of the

Merchants and Miners Transportation Company to convey merchants

from Florida and Georgia, at his own expense, to visit the wholesale

market of Baltimore, without restricting such merchants as to where

they should purchase their goods, thus expending considerable money
to convince Southern merchants of the natural advantages of Balti-

more as a wholesale market.

Mr. Epstein’s interests must not be thought to end with the ex-

pansion of trade. He has, with the steady advance in commercial

lines, become one of Baltimore’s most prominent philanthropists.

Not only does his heart go out in sympathy, but his hand also offers

help to every deserving form of distress. Mr. Epstein’s name is

always among the first and largest contributors toward every good

cause.

While for a number of years Mr. Epstein has given largely to such

charities as the Hebrew Children’s Sheltering Home, the Hebrew

Friendly Inn and Aged Home, and is a large supporter of the Feder-
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ated Charities of Baltimore (both Jewish and Gentile), his name is

especially identified with the new’ Jewish Home for Consumptives,

located at Relsterstown, w^hich he founded and toward the establish-

ment of the first and main building of which he contributed S40,000.

By means of this philanthropy he will figure in the history not only

of the State, but also irj. that of the country as a pioneer in the eradi-

cation of the White Blague.

Mr. Epstein does not confine his contributions to Hebrew’ chari-

ties alone. He gave a generous contribution to the fund for the Young
Men’s Christian Association’s new building, he donated a cottage to

Eudowood Sanatorium, and contributed a substantial sum for the

endowment of the Johns Hopkins University at Homew’ood. YTiile

the public know’s him to be a philanthropic man, it does not know' that

he has secretly helped numbers of young men to go to college and

maintained them while there, because he thought they possessed

talent which should be developed.

Mr. Epstein is a lover of art. His home contains the rarest and

choicest paintings of the most celebrated masters, w’hich add to the

refinement and elegance of his residence, and constitutes one of the

' most valuable collections in Baltimore.

With Mrs. Epstein, Mr. and Mrs. A. Ray Katz, their son-in-

law and daughter, he resides in the beautiful mansion located at the

entrance of Druid Hill Park. He also has another daughter, who re-

cently married Mr. Sidney Lansburgh.

Mr. Epstein’s appreciation of music was also manifested, w’hen,

in order to bring the Metropolitan Opera Company to Baltimore for

the Winter of 1909-10, he readily became one of the main guarantors.

Mr. Epstein has never sought public office, but has declined

numerous State and municipal offices which were offered. His in-

terest in charitable w’ork, how^ever, prompted him to accept an appoint-

ment by the Alayor, some time ago, to the Board of Supervisors of

City, Charities, also an appointment by Governor Warfield to the

Board of Ludow’ood Sanatorium.

Mr. Epstein is at present a director of the National Howard

Bank; a director of the Continental Trust Company; vice-president

of the Clothiers’ Board of Trade; treasurer of the Federated Jewish

Charities; a director of the Jew'ish Home for Consumptives; a direc-

tor of the ^lerchants Hotel Company; a director of the Merchants

and IManufacturers Association; a director of the Baltimore Steam

*
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Packet Company, ar>d is interested in the welfare of several other

institutions.

Mr. Epstein's chief recreation, particularly in summer, is travel.

He usually goes to Europe annually, where he seldom misses an op-

portunity to enlarge his collection of art.

While Mr. Epstein does not devote much time to society, he has

a large circle of friends in the leading Jewish clubs; is a member of

the Phoenix and Suburban Clubs, and is also a thirty-second degree

member of the Masonic Fraternity.

Despite his phenomenal success, Mr. Epstein has preserved the

simplicity of his character and habits. He is a Republican in poli-

tics and usually votes that way, although he has been independent

at times. Mr. Epstein is an enthusiastic Baltimorean, tries hard to

advance its welfare and is optimistic of its future. Having built

up a great business practically vdthout capital at the start, he can,

perhaps, be considered one of the most enterprising business men in

the history of Baltimore.



m V98

^»vM

, ® Kf^J-

' .(hS^
.oobflsTSwifefiMt,

^
iia 10 amh^itosf

, ' f.-xwmS '^^"F ssofc rttol<«ar:;
^

;«*8i oH :^^Mjsd t>aaiHWK|i«p%>
9SkJ ll^’sd dswodilfl ,v*y
,««(«ii#[«a diiaB!8tfiili» imw giai|||ittatEte

,|S;ai^iJ4|;>*iii;’feaa',^
WiWffl*'- i

«-Xsppir}l(odliW:<^Ite&i^«l^.|||||P|^:lw

'»#OT^9*n9 timm .arfi - to ado M«>hfaii/ppl^^pP^
P. .imditiiiff

''4t:

};^m^

jr

i>i
vf

'V '



JOHN A. J. CRESWELL

The honorable JOHN a. j. CRESWELL was born
November 18, 1828, at Port Deposit, Cecil County, Mary-
land, a thriving town on the east bank of the Susquehanna

River, about five miles from its mouth. Before its incorporation

in 1824, it was known as CreswelFs Ferry. The larger part of the

town is built on the estate formerly owned by his grandfather.

Colonel John Cresw^ell, and still in possession of the family. His

father, John Cresw'ell, the only child of Colonel John Cresw*ell, after

representing his native county of Cecil in the House of Delegates of

Maryland, in the session of 1828-29, died May 12, 1831, at the early

age of twenty-nine, leaving the subject of this sketch, when but

a little over two years of age, together with three infant sisters, to

the sole care of his mother, Rebecca E. Cresw^ell, formerly Rebecca

E. Webb, the eldest daughter of Jonathan and Rachel Webb, of

Pine Grove, Lancaster County, Pennsylvania. The Cresw'ells are

of English origin. Robert Creswell is enrolled as one of the sub-

scribers to the Company for Virginia previous to 1620; and from

him sprang the branch of the family that sailed up the Chesapeake

and settled on the banks of, the Susquehanna, where some of their

descendants have ever since resided. Robert Creswell, brother of

Colonel John Cresw’ell, removed to Augusta, Georgia, in 1795. The

children of this Robert were six in number: 1. John, who remained

at Augusta; 2. Martha, wife of John Phinizy, a planter near Augusta;

3. Ann, wife of William Sims of Montgomery, Alabama; 4. Jane M.,

wife of Gassaway B. Lamar, formerly of Augusta, but afterwards

of New York City. Mrs. Lamar and six of her children were lost

on the ill-fated steamer Pulaski, off the coast of North Carolina,

June 14, 1838. Charles A. L. Lamar, w’ho alone of her children

escaped that deplorable disaster, was killed at Columbus, Georgia,

in 1865, while serving with conspicuous gallantry as an otficer in the

Confederate Army. 5. Samuel, w’ho died without issue; and 6.

Mary, w’ife of General George W. Summers, of Augusta. Rachel

Webb (nde Rachel Ashe), the mother of Rebecca E. Webb, Wius the
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JOHN A. J. CRESWELL

granddaughter of Doctor Daniel Heinrich Esch, Anglice Ashe, or

Ash, of Hachenburg, Germany. He was a member of the Reformed
Church, and emigrated to Philadelphia in 1741

;
but was lost at sea in

1747 while returning to his native land to recover an estate to which

he had become entitled in his absence. Through Jonathan AVebb,

his maternal grandfather, Mr. Creswell is descended in the fifth de-

gree from Richard and Elizabeth Webb, who were prominent and in-

fluential leaders in the Society of Friends. The Webbs emigrated from

Gloucester, England, in 1699, after the return of Elizabeth from a pre-

vious visit to America, and settled at Birmingham, Chester County,

Pennsylvania, near where the battle of Brandywine was fought, sev-

enty-eight years after^v^ards. Elizabeth Webb, one of the heroic fig-

ures of our early history, was a most intrepid and zealous missionary

of her religion. Her enthusiasm and courage were unbounded. In

her diary, written in her own strongly-marked chirography, and still

preserved, she recounts the details of a voyage she made to America

with Mary Rogers as her companion in 1697, “upon truth’s service

only.” Leaving husband and children and all the comforts and de-

lights of home, she embarked at Bristol, November 16, and braved the

perils of a winter passage across the Atlantic. More courageous than

the Apostles of old, she stood as a pillar of strength amid the storms,

and even when the ship was covered with waves and appeared to be

sinking, she inspired by her exhortations and example, a renewed

fortitude in many who “were in great distress because death seemed

to approach near unto them.” On February 5, they came to anchor

within the Capes of Virginia and a few days thereafter effected a

landing. Regardless of the inclemency of the season, she forthwith

started upon her appointed mission. Crossing the bay, she traversed

the Eastern Shore from Accomac to Cecil, and, proceeding through

Delaware into Pennsylvania, made her first halt at Philadelphia.

Thence, moving through West and East Jersey, she passed by water

successively to New York, Long Island and Newport, wiiere she

arrived June 13, 1698. She then visited Boston, Salem, Salisbury,

Hampton, Dover, Amesbury, Lynn, and Scituate. Returning to

Boston, she held “a heavenly meeting there,” winch caused her to

exclaim, “It is the day of Boston’s visitation. after her great cruelty

to the servants of the Lord.” Facing southward, she retraced her

steps across ^lassachusetts, Rhode Island, the intervening Sound,

New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland and
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Virginia, and traveled fifty miles into Carolina, “through the wilder-

ness, the swamps and deep water.” Having reached the limit of her

long and appalling journey, she, at last, reverted to the place of her

debarkation. Taking passage in the good ship, Elizabeth and Mary,
Frederick Johnson, ^Master, for herself and her friend and companion,

Elizabeth Lloyd, a daughter of Thomas Lloyd, who was Deputy-
Governor of Pennsylvania under William Penn, they set sail ]March

20, 1699, from the mouth of the Chesapeake, and May 22, following,

landed at Plymouth, “all in good health of body and peace of mind,”

in thankfulness for which she devoutly WTote, “our souls do bow'

before the Majesty of the Great God, whose Power and preser\dng

hand we witnessed to be with us upon the mighty waters.” In the

performance of her arduous duties which her religious fervor imposed

upon her, she accepted the Holy Spirit as her infallible guide. When
ever It called, she obeyed; whatever It counselled, she executed;

wheresoever It led, she followed. Active, vigilant, laboring, exhort-

ing, preaching, praying, never quailing before obstacles or dangers;

submitting willingly to the severest privations and sufferings, and

confronting death itself unflinchingly, she endeavored to illustrate

in herself the precepts of Him whom she acknowledged as the Divine

impersonation of her faith and the strong foundation of her hopes.

Through cold and heat, wet and dry, beating tempest and burning

sunshine, undeterred by the noxious malaria of an unaccustomed

climate and the dreadful solitudes of the scarce broken wdlderness

;

at one time sinking by the wayside from exhaustion, at another

struggling for life with consuming fever; in jeopardy to-day from the

savage Indian, and to-morrow' from the no less savage persecution

with which bigotry and intolerance pursued the unoffending and

unresisting Quaker, she pressed valorously forward, confident that

she needed no more potent amulet than the name of Jesus, and

that all along her path'way “the mighty Power of God would be made

manifest to the honor and exaltation of His great and glorious

name.” These eighteen months, devoted to the most perilous and

self-sacrificing service, are but an illustration of her whole life.

Until her death, she w'as continuously engaged in just such mighty

works, without a thought of earthly compensation or reward.

Anthony William Boehm, chaplain to Prince George of Denmark,

the consort of Queen Anne, counted her among his friends. In

writing to her under date of January 2, 1712, he said:
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Your letter hath been rea«l <vith great satisfaciion by myself and many
of my friends, but I have not been able to recover it yet out of their hands.

Some have even desired to transcribe it for their edification, and this is the

reason I did not send you presently an answer; though it hath all along been
on my mind to express the satisfaction i had at the reading thereof. . . . True
love is of an universal and overflowing nature, and not easily shut up by names,
notions, peculiar modes, forms, and hedges of men, and if you will be pleased

to correspond with me, even after your return from America, I shall always
be ready to answer your kindness.

Thomas Chalkley, the celebrated Quaker preacher, in his introduc-

tion to her “Treatise on the ReVelation of Saint John,’' wrote of her:

It was my lot once to cross the sea from America to Europe in company
with this servant of Jesus, and her conversation and deportment had a ten-

dency to draw people’s minds towards God and heavenly things. It washer
practice to speak, read and write so that her conversation seemed to us to be

in heaven while she was on earth. I have blest the Lord that I was acquainted

with her, she being like a mother to me in my tender years; and was not only

so to me, but was indeed a mother in the house of Spiritual Israel.

Other women, no more richly endowed with the treasures of

intellect and heart, and no more to be admired for the sanctity of

their lives and the record of their benefactions, have been preserved

in marble and eulogized in song and history as worthy exemplars

for succeeding ages. Elizabeth Webb has not thus been canonized.

Her simple faith forbids that her name should be emblazoned on

taVles of stone or monuments of brass, or that her virtues should

be sounded in labored inscription or measured epitaph. And yet

her fame survives. A grateful tradition has borne her sweet in-

huence down the tide of time. The spirit of love which she invoked,

still pervades the abodes of thousands who cherish her precepts

while doing her office in stirring their hearts to soothing charities.

Err memory, consecrated by her good deeds, has lost nothing of its

fri-rrance, and her descendants, now multiplied through seven

rations, may traverse the habitable globe, and visit every shrine

and mausoleum erected in honor of the most famous of their race,

b they will nowiiere find a relic better entitled to their veneration

:h,i.~ :he sacred dust which for more than a century and a half has

reucrimly reposed within her unmarked grave.

Mr. Cresw'ell graduated at Dickinson College, Carlisle, Penn-

in June, 1848, sharing the first honor of his class with Pro-
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fessor James W. Marshall, and delivering the valedictory oration on
the day of commencement. He was admitted to the bar of IMary-

land in 1850. In politics, he was originally a Whig, and cast his first

presidential vote for General Scott in 1852. The Know-Nothing
Movement having disbanded the W^hig Party, Mr. Creswell became
a Democrat, and was a Delegate to the Cincinnati Convention which

nominated Mr. Buchanan in 1856, At the beginning of the W'ar

between the States, he joined the Union Party, and afterguards

became a Republican. In 1861, he was elected a member of the

Maryland House of Delegates. In the summer of 1862, he was made
Acting Adjutant-General for the State, and had charge of raising the

quota of IMaryland troops. He was elected in 1863, a Representa-

tive from the First District of Maryland to the Thirty-eighth Con-

gress, during which he served on the Committees on Commerce and

Invalid Pensions. He was a Delegate to the Republican National

Convention which renominated Mr. Lincoln in 1864. In March, 1865,

he was chosen by the Legislature a United States Senator for the un-

expired term of the Honorable Thomas H. Hicks, deceased. He
served on the Committee on Commerce, Agriculture, IMines and

Mining, and as Chairman of the Committee on the Library. He
was a Delegate to the Philadelphia Loyalists’ Convention in 1866,

and to the Border State Convention held in Baltimore in 1867, also to

the National Republican Convention of 1868. His position as an ad-

vanced Republican, was clearly defined in his speech on the proposed

Thirteenth Amendment to the Constitution of the Lmited States,

delivered in the House of Representatives January 5, 1865; in his

address on the life and character of his friend and colleague, Henry

Winter Da\ds, delivered by request of the House of Representatives

February 22, 1866; and in his speech in favor of manhood suffrage

before the Border State Convention, held in Baltimore September

12, 1867. He was appointed Postmaster-General at the beginning

of the administration of General Grant in 1869. This important

Department of the Government was under his charge for five years

and four months, During that period, almost every branch of the

service was extended to meet the wants and convenience of the

people.' From June 30, 1868, to June 30, 1871, the number of post

offices in operation was increased from 26,481 to 31.294; the number

of money-order post offices, from 1168 to 3104; the number of postal

clerks, from 232 to 850; the number of free delivery cities, from
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48 to 87; the number of letter carriers, from 1198 to 2049; the num-
ber of mail routes, from 8226 to 9761; the aggregate length of all

routes from 216,928 miles to 269,097 miles; the aggregate annual

transportation, from 84,224,325 miles to 128,627,476 miles; the

length of railroad routes, from 36,018 miles to 67,734 miles; the

aggregate annual transportation on railroad routes, from 34,886,178

miles to 72,460,545 miles; the number of letters exchanged with

foreign countries, from 13,600,000 to 28,579,045; the number of

money orders issued, from 831,937 to 4,420,633; the aggregate value

of money orders issued, from $16,197,858 to $74,424,854; the num-
ber of money orders paid, from 836,940 to 4,416,114; the aggregate

value of money orders paid, from $15,976,501 to $74,210,156; the

number of mail letters delivered by letter carriers, from 64,349,486

to 177,021,179; the number of local letters delivered by letter carriers,

from 14,081,906 to 54,137,401; and the number of letters collected by

letter carriers from 63,164,625 to 194,196,749. Notwithstanding the

immense increase shownby these comparisons, and large concurrent re-

ductions of postage and money order charges, the cost of ocean trans-

portation, including all subsidies, for the fiscal year ending June 30,

1874, was $22,492 less than for the year ending June 30, 186S, and the

total deficiency of the former }'ear was $1,178,058 less than for the lat-

ter. Mr. Creswell always kept within the aggregate of his appropria-

tions. He returned to the Treasury unexpended balances for the years

1870, 1871, and 1872, amounting to $4,376,556, and when he retired

from office, he left on hand, after charging up all liabilities, a balance

of $1,834,067. During his administration of the Post Office Depart-

ment, many important reforms and improvements in the postal

service were introduced and carried into successful operation, among

which may be mentioned: 1. A reduction of the cost of ocean mail

transportation from eight cents to two cents per single letter rate;

and a great acceleration of speed by abandoning the contract system

as to ocean transportation, and in lieu thereof awarding the mails,

at the reduced rate, to the best and fastest steamers appointed to

sail on four days of every week, and then advertising the selections

monthly in advance. 2. The readjustment of the mail pay of rail-

roads on an equitable basis. 3. An extensive increase of railroad

post office lines and postal clerks. 4. A large increase of letter car-

riers in cities and free delivery for every city in the country having a

population of twenty thousand inhabitants. 5. A thorough revision
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of our postal arrangements with foreign countries. 6. The general

extension of the money order system -within the United States and to

foreign countries. 7. A complete codification of the laws relating

to the Post Office Department, with a systematic classification of

offences against the postal laws. 8. A reform in letting mail con-

tracts, which eventually led to the passage of such legislation against

fraudulent bidding as secured fair competition among responsible

bidders. 9. The introduction of postal cards at a postage of one cent

each, as a means of facilitating business correspondence, and a step

towards a general reduction of domestic letter postage. 10. The
absolute repeal of the franking privilege.

Mr. Creswell’s first efforts to procure a change of the law so as to

extirpate fraudulent bidding were commenced in the early part of

1870, and resulted in the act of May 5 of that year. Unfortunately,

the vital provisions of the bill, as proposed by him, were stricken

out by the Senate, and the objectionable feature of confining the

Postmaster-General in making mail contracts to the line of bidders

inserted against his protest. That act, proving ineffectual, l\lr.

Creswell called particular attention again in his report of 1871, pages

30, 31 and 32, to the pernicious practices to which bidders sometimes

resorted, and recommended a series of remedies which he afterward

embodied and presented in the form of bills. The passage of these

measures he urged at the ensuing and subsequent sessions of Congress,

notably in 1872 and 1874, but with .only partial success. His views

were, however, finally adopted, and the essential power of making

contracts outside the line of bidders as a last resort was given to the

Postmaster-General by the act of August 11, 1876. The Department

was thus, after a prolonged contest of six years relieved from the

vicious contrivance knovm as straw bidding, and to Mr. Creswell

more than to any other person, is due the credit of devising and secur-

ing the adoption of an adequate remedy for that evil. He was also

a zealous advocate for the adoption of postal savings depositories

and the postal telegraph, and presented in his reports for the years

, 1871, 1872 and 1873, elaborate and exhaustive arguments in favor

of both those measures. The sequel has shown that, if his views in

relation to postal savings depositories had been adopted, many

millions of dollars would have been saved to the mechanics and

laborers of the country, and the financial condition of the Govern-

ment would have been greatly strengthened.
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Although desirous of withdra^ving from the Cabinet at the end
of General Grant's first term, he accepted a reappointment in obe-

dience to the President’s desire, and continued in office until June 24,

1874, when he tendered his resignation.

The personal and official relations existing between him and
President Grant are apparent from the ensuing correspondence:

Mr. Creswell’s Letter of Resignation.

Washington, D. C., June 24 , 1874.

Sir:

After more than five years of continuous service, I am constrained, by a

proper regard for my private interests, to resign the office of Postmaster-

General, and to request that I may be released from duty as soon as it may be

convenient for you to designate my successor.

For the generous confidence and support which you have uniformly ex-

tended to me in my efforts to discharge my dutyq I shall not attempt to express

the full measure of my gratitude. It is sufficient to say that my relations,

official and personal, with yourself, and with every one of my colleagues of the

cabinet, have always been of the most agreeable and satisfactory character

to me.

Rest assured that I shall continue to give to your administration my most

cordial support, and that I shall ever deem it an honor to be permitted to sub-

scribe myself, Sincerely and faithfully.

Your friend,

John A. J. Creswell.

To the President.

General Grant’s Reply.

Executive Mansion,
Washington, D. C., June 24, 1874.

My Dear Sir:

As I expressed to you verbally this morning when you tendered your resig-

nation of the office of Postmaster-General, it is with the deepest regret to me
that you should have felt such a course necessary. You are the last of the

original members of the Cabinet named by me as I was entering upon my present

duties, and it makes me feel as if old associations were being broken up that

I had hoped might be continued through my official life.

In separating officially I have but two hopes to e.xpress: First, that I

may get a succc.ssor who will be as faithful and efficient in the performance

of the duties of the office you resign; second, a personal friend that I can have

the same attachment for.

Your record has l)ccn satisfactory to me, and I know it will so prove to

the country at large. Yours very truly,

U. S. Grant.

Hon. J. A. J. Creswell, P. Gen'l.
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The formal transfer of the Department to his successor did not

take place until July 6, 1874. On the 22d of the same month, he

was appointed Counsel for the United States before the Court of

Commissioners of Alabama Claims, and continued to act in that

capacity until the court expired by limitation of law December 31,

1876.

At the end of his labors, the judges unanimously, and of their

own motion, exhibited their appreciation of his services by an order

in these words:

The Court desire to place upon record an expression of their sense of the

value of the services of the Honorable John A. J. Creswell in the discharge of

his duties as counsel on behalf of the United States. He has exhibited un-

wearied industry in the investigation of the facts of several cases, great re-

search in the examination of the difficult questions of law often arising, and great

ability in presenting to the court his views both of the facts and law. With an

earnest zeal to protect the rights of the Government, he has yet been entirely

fair and just to claimants. His uniform courtesy and kindness of manner
have made his official intercourse with the members of the Court peculiarly

agreeable to them. It is, therefore, alike proper and just that this expression

of our opinion of his ability, fidelity and integrity should be placed upon the

record.

The Freedmen^s Savings and Trust Company was overtaken by

disaster, and again his services were called upon as one of the com-

missioners to Avind up the concern. His financial ability, like his

legal ability, was of a high order, and he served as president of the

Citizens’ National Bank of Washington, D. C., and vice-president of

the National Bank of Elkton.

During his administration as Postmaster-General, his Alma

Mater, Dickinson College, conferred upon him the honorary degree

of LL.D. in 1871. AX the conclusion of his public ser\'ices, he re-

turned to his home in Elkton, and from that date (1876) up to his

death on December 23, 1891, he Avas not again in public office. But

in 1889, there occurred Avhat aa'us perhaps the most illuminating inci-

dent in connection Avith his life. The Honorable Stanley iMatthews,

Associate Justice of the United States Supremo Bench, had died.

President Harrison had the appointment, of his successor to make.

From one end of the country to the other, there sprung up sponta-

neously, as it Avere, an earnest desire for the a])pointment of Mr.Cri's-

well. KnoAving his pronounced views, men of all shades of political
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opinion, many of them the most eminent in the United States, from

one end of the country to the other, united in petitions to the Presi-

dent for his appointment. It was a testimonial of confidence in

the legal ability, the personal integrity, and the impartiality of his

judgment that was enough to compensate any man for a lifetime of

struggle. These letters, now preserved in a manuscript volume as

one of the treasures of Mr. Creswelbs family, make about one hundred

and sixty-five pages, and do not include them all. The Bar of Alary-

land was practically unanimous. Former senators; former congress-

men; sitting senators and congressmen; judges and lawyers from all

over the country; men of every political shade; men eminent in other

callings besides the law',— all appealed to the President for his appoint-

ment. Amongst these was one from his original law partner, Air.

George Earle, w'ho wTote at the request of the President, a lengthy

letter covering his personal know’ledge of General Cresw'ell and giving

some idea of his public service. This letter from his old partner,

written in the plainest and simplest fashion, was in itself a most

perfect eulogy.

General Cresw'ell did not live to be an old man—he w'as but

sixty-three at the time of his death. He had been complaining, and

his health had not been as good as usual; but his taking off at the

end was unexpected. His forty years of arduous labor w'ere crowned

with singular success, both in a professional and in a political way.

He passed to his rest,—if not full of years, full of honors, and w'ith

a great measure of respect from the men w'ho had been his bitterest

opponents for tw'cnty-five years; for though he w^as a partisan, he

was a 7nan.

Another phase of Air. Cresw'eH’s character is entitled to notice.

Gratitude has been defined as a lively sense of favors to come,—and

politicians as a rule possess a large measure of that sort of gratitude.

Air. Creswell was the exception to that rule. President Grant had

honored him and given him his confidence and his friciulship. He
thus made a lifetime friend of him; and when the President was out

of office and could confer no other favors, he adherctl to him tena-

ciously and was one of that group who made such a strenuous effort

to nominate him fur President the third time.

Yet one other feature, arul t)crhaps that which was most honor-

able to him—his private life. Naturally a dignified man, he was yet

always courteous; but as his fame increased, instead of having a
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demoralizing effect upon his manner, as is the case with some men,
he became even more affable and courteous in his demeanor with his

fellows, especially to those who were in humble circumstances.

In business he was always just, and often generous; and those

who had the closest business relations with him esteemed him most
highly. His home life was exemplary. In his morals, he w'as as

clean as a good woman. He was a strict observer'of the duties of

religion, and a liberal contributor to charitable objects.

Not addicted to club life, yet as one whiling to help along any-

thing of a deserving nature he became one of the charter members of

the Metropolitan Club.

Taken all in all, Senator Groome characterized him as the great-

est man of his generation in his section of the country.

In lMa\
,
1857, Mr. Cresw^ell w’as married to Miss Hannah J.

Richardson, the only daughter of the late Joshua and Alary A. (Scott)

Richardson of Elkton. Her father w'as a prominent man in his day,

descended from an ancient colonial family. It is a matter of con-

siderable interest in connection wdth Air. Cresw'ell and his wdfe to

give somew’hat in detail some of their family connections as it will

explain in a measure the intense patriotism of Air. Cresw'ell and his

wife, w’ho W’as always -his cordial cooperator in all of his efforts, and

who in the long years w’hich have elapsed since his death has kept his

memory green. General Cresw^ll was also survived by one sister.

Airs. Sidney A. Hilliard, of Washington, D. C.

Alention has been made of the Webbs. Jonathan Webb, his

maternal grandfather, w^as the fifth in descent from Richard and

Elizabeth Webb, the immigrants. Jonathan Webb’s father, James

Webb, had a brother. William, w’ho w’as a member of the Provincial

Assembly of Pennsylvania from 1723 to 1736. In 1747, James Webb
himself w’as elected a member of that body and served until 1775, a

period of twenty-eight years. Among the many important commit-

tees on w’hich James Webb served w^as the Committee of Correspond-

ence wdth the other Colonics, appointed by the Provincial Congress

wdiich met in Philadelphia, July 15, 1774.

The Richardson family of wdiich Airs. CTeswell is a member,

dates back to 1634 in Virginia, and Airs. Creswell is seventh in

descent from Robert and Susanna Richardson, wdio first settled in

Alaryland, and wdiose title to two thousand acres in Somer.set County

was confirmed by Charles Calvert in 1668. Robert Richardson
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removed to Anne Arundel County in 1688. His eldest son, William,

represented Anne Arundel in the Lower House of the General Assembly

from 1676 to 1683. During that period, he served upon the Com-
mittee of Security and Defense of the Provinces; also upon the Com-
mittee of Laws and the Committee on the Preservation of the Records.

Warfield in his History of Anne Arundel County says that “the

Richardsons were men of means and education and held important

positions.” William Richardson married Elizabeth Talbot, who was

the widow of Richard Talbot and daughter of Major Richardson

and Sophia Ewen. She brought to him “Talbot’s Ridge,” adjoining

“His Lordship’s ]\Ianor,” surveyed 1662. William Richardson died

in 1697. His wife above referred to was a Ewen. This family was

founded by Major Richard Ewen, who came over in 1649, bringing

his wife Sophia, his five children, and a number of servants. He was

given a grant of one thousand acres of land in 1650; and from 1654

to 1657 served as one of the Parliamentary Commissioners for regu-

lating the affairs in ^Maryland. He was Speaker of the General

Assembly in 1657
;
member of the Provincial Court, and represented

Anne Arundel County^ in the House of Burgesses in 1659-60. On
July 12, 1658, he was commissioned a major of the Colonial forces.

His widow, Mrs. Sophia Ewen, married secondly Colonel William

Burgess, and had a daughter, Susanna, who married Colonel Nicholas

Sewell, and was the grandmother of Elizabeth Brooke, who was the

mother of Charles Carroll of Carrollton. IMrs. Creswell is sixth in

direct line from Thomas and Alice Smith of Calvert, ^Maryland.

Mrs. Alice Smith in her will dated 1698, mentions her grandchild,

Elizabeth Chew, wife of Benjamin Chew. The only son of Elizabeth

and Benjamin Chew was Doctor Samuel Chew of Maidstone, who

became Chief Justice of Delaware; and his son, Benjamin Chew,

became Chief Justice of Pennsylvania. Harriet Chew, daughter of

Chief Justice Benjamin Chew of Pennsylvania, married Charles

Carroll, the only son of the famous old Signer, and presided with great

elegance and dignity over “Homewoml.” the seat of her husband.

Another daughter, Margaret Oswald Chew, married in 1787 the

famous Revolutionary soldier. Colonel John Eager Howard. Yet

another famous name crops up in ^Irs. Creswell’s ancestral line.

Among the many descendants of the Smiths of Calvert, Ewens and

Richardsons, are the Mercers. Mrs. Sophie Mercer was the wife of

Colonel John Francis Mercer of the Revolutionary Army. She was
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descended from Thomas Sprigg and his wife, Elizabeth Galloway.

Elizabeth Galloway was a daughter of Richard Galloway, Junior,

and Sophia Richardson, daughter of William and Margaret (Smith)

Richardson. She w’as born on December 16, 1721, and married on
December 14, 1737, the fourth Thomas Sprigg. They had a son,

Richard Sprigg, born in December, 1739. This Richard Sprigg,

whose home was at “Cedar Park,’^ on West River, married in 1765,

Margaret Caile, daughter of John Caile, an Englishman born, and

his wife, Rebecca Ennalls. Richard Sprigg^s daughter, Sophia,

married in 1785 Colonel John Francis ^Mercer of the Revolutionary

Army, and inherited “Cedar Park’’ about 1799. Neither General

nor Mrs. Creswell ever overrated or had any excessive pride of

ancestry; but like all intelligent people had a reasonable pride in

excellent ancestry—for, as Edmund Burke profoundly remarked:

“A man who is not proud of his ancestry will never leave after him

anything for which his posterity may be proud of him.”
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